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OF THE 
Freedom and Lawfulneſle, and fo 
of the Authority of the late 


GENERALL ASSEMBLY- 


Begun at St, Andrews and continued at Dundee, in Anſwer 
to the Reaſons alleadged againſt the ſame in the Proteſtation 
' and Declinator given in by ſome Brethren at St. 
eAndreWs,; and in another Paper lately 
contrived by ſome, &c. 1651, 


Together with a Review of the ſzid Vindication, 
plainly holding forth the Nullity and unlawfulneffe of 
that pretended Generall Aſſembly : In which the 
aſperſions calt upon the Proteſters in that 

Vindication arc taken off : 


Ard the Anſwers brought unto the Reaſons contained in 
che Proteſtaction, aga int the freedome- and lawfulneiſe 
of that Meeting, and in the Paper afterwards penned 
for clearing and confirming thereof are 
diſcuſſed , and the ſtrength of theſe 
realons eſtabliſhed to be. 
a Null Af/embly. 


By a Friend of the Proteſters cauſe. 


Gal. 5.1. Stand faft therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt bath made us 
free, and be not entangled again With the yoke of bondage, : 

2, Cor.10.8, Our autbority wbich the Lord batb given us for edification, and 
net for your deſtruttion, 

For we can do nothing againſt the truth,but for the truth, 


— 


Printed Anno Dom. 1652. 
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T he Inſcription of the Vindication, 


eA Vindication of the freedom and law- 
fuineſſe, and ſo of the authority of the late Generall Aſ- 

. ſembly begun at $, Andrews,and continued at Dundee, 
in An(wer to the Reaſons alleadged. again}: the ſame in 
the Proteſtation and Declinator given in'by ſome Bre- 
thren at S. Andrews ,' and in another Paper lately com- 
irived by ſome. pradtizing to foment diviſions and to fix 
4 Schi[me in this Kirk ,, and for that effeft, ſpread «- 
broad one'y intothe hands of ſuch as they conceive. wil be 

* inclinable 19 follow their way , but kgeped np from all 
orhers, 


The Review of the [nſcription, 


AARAGYE N this Tirl, ſome things are infinuated,and 
& others are aſſerted: It 1s infinuated, that the 
SUP; Proreſtation was givenin but by a few, for 
Te. he calls them ſome Brethren ; I acknow- 
We ledge: , thar the multitude and greater 
2Þ number are upon the other ſide, yer'that is 
oF 3-34 not a thing wherein they have cauſe. to 
boaſt,or the Protcſters need ro be aſhamed; it ſeldome falls our, 
eſpecially in declir:ing times, that che followers of the truth are 
the moſt numerous; yet were theſe even for their nomber crap 
moe then by the Law are accounted witneſſes ſutheicne to ate 
a trvth ; and many there be throughout the Land. who put to 
their {cal trorheir Teſtimony as truc; Miniſters Elders and Pro- 
f- ſors ;yeagthe Generality of the Geperation of the Righreo'8, 
and ſuch as know GOD , and live a jp He ant 1t'is wk 
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red-firſt, That the other Paper was lately contrived ,- that is, a 
litle while before the'writing of. rhis Vindication : Bur if the 
Vindication was not. writtcn many moneths before ir came a- 
broad, the Auchor thereof is miſtaken'in this,becauſe this Paper 
was contrived within a very few weeks , three or four at moſt, 
afrer the Proteſtation'ix ſeifz it may be that it came bur lately to 
hiſhand , but it was abroad long before his Vindication. was 
heard of. 2-It is aflerted, that this Paper was contrived by ſome, 
practizing to toment diviſions, and co fix a Schiſme in'this Kirk: 
Bur their hearts bear them record; that the fomenting or fixing 
of diviſion or ſchiſme juſtly {o called, as it never was,nor is their 
purpoſe, ſo hath-ir been far from cheir practice, either in thag or 
any other. particular. This indeed they do ackaowledge,thar th 
are unwilling to ſuffer themſelves to be divided from the mw 
formerly received and profciled by che Church of Scor/and; and 
that they conceive themſelves bound in their ſtations and Cal- 
lings,to beat reſtimony againſt.the courſe of back=!liding, cartied 
di lethe LanJ , of which they judge rhe common Conititution 
and Ads of that Aﬀemhly ro be no {mall parryand though ro 
foment diviſions and fixa Schiſme in che Church,be a heavy im- 
putarion , -yet being conſcious to themſelves of their own inno- 
cencie,. they: re not much moved wittr ig,) remembring rhart it is 
the common .Topick. whence decliners_in all the Apes of the 
Church have argued againſt theſe who would not be confentin 


unto,or did teſtific againſt their defeFtion ; Peace and unity hath. 


been their plea, and ſedition, diviſion and fchiſme their charge 
againſt rher oppoſers ; upon) this arcompr doth the Lord Jcſus 
and bis Apoſtles, by the Scribcs and Phariſces and Elders of the 
Jewes, Lather and Calvin, and our firſt Reformers by the Pope 

., and his Clergy **dloafermilts by che Prelats and their adherents, 
tand recorded in the Catalogue of theſe who practized ro fo- 

Nc dog, and fix a ſchiſm in'tht Church. 31 It i8.allerred, 
Tha thys Paper a4 {pread throad tes the 7 
«a Ms talker wo wall be int}intzable th follow theiv way, bur koe« 
ped wp from all others; Tf they had dittly Rne' Copies torheſe 
Jgment, it migh heply been rhought! apicce of 

clumprionz; andif the Author of rhis Vindicativa 

'a thing ingitnibent'to them, why did ke hor _ 
PY 
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> iy Copy of his Anſiyer'to the contrivers of theſe Papers,whom ( a3 
he afterwards bears us-4n hand) he doth very wel know,or hath 
he ſpoken wirhy or received evidence from ali others, who were 
not inclinable.to follow that way tharhedorh! ſo cootidently aſ- 
ſere that Paper th: bave been kept up from all of them; 1 will 
afſure hwy,it was nor ſo as he athrmes ;: As the contrivers did nor 
vainly nor boaſtingly (pread!'t: ro rhe:proviking: of any, ſo did 
they nor purpoſely keep it.up from any of whatſoever judgmenc, 
bur were willing and defirous: char it ihould go abroad, 'for ediy 
fying of as tnany as the Lord thould; bepleaſed to bleſſe ix unto ; 
And therefore did they not onely giveCopies xo ſuchas did delire 
them buraiſo did uſe ſome means to havegorten ir Printed; and 
could getinone to undertake it--: 117107 Uo, are ob wv1tct 3 


 VixvD1iciaT 10 n. 
Before I fal jos the Examinationof the Reaſons brought 
the Aſſembly. by theſe: Papers meptianed.,, 1 de obreft the 
Reader ',, whoſoever be be, inte-whoſe hands this Vin- 
dication ſhall come inthe fear off God. and as thou loves 
not'to beled away with' errour, but tb know, '"debate', and 
for thy edifi:iion decers on whit iſe Troth 46d Fuſtict' 
is, thou would take heed that thy Fudgement' be nut either 
blindfolded, or bya(ſed and fixed in prejudice by ſomewhat 
which may have ſtrong influence this way, and.tbat 15 meer « 
h extrinſecald 19 the;Cauſc,ar tarrmh or. falſhood, puſticc or: 
imſftice/ Byo meg 3199 07 ,%1 9 roannatD big Vin hs 
' There be three things, ont or met havwe( I doubt uit) bud: 
influence on the miſlexding af ſome alyeday_ in this matter, 
and may yet 1 ſuſpect wir; others; ant fit fine that 
come to the reading of. this, Paper, with 4 mynde pre-occu- 
pred with one of theſe E EY #3 
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* I (hallnorcontend.wirh.che Auchor about che prochngf chat, 
Geaecal Aſfertion: That thogs excrinſecal to a Cauſe may have 
influence 


| "S 6) 6. WE 7% 

influence upon mens judgements, "to byaſſe them againſt the 
weight of reaſon; It 'dothvindeed oft-rimes fall our ſo to be;eſpe- 
cially in things tharrelace to Religion; neither? (hall T make/any 
application ro himſelf,or to:the owners and fallowers of rheCanfe 
which he defends. -1 wifh'that all of us; 'on all hands may fro 
the reall ſenſe of the great blindneſſe that is in ovrvnderſtardings, 
and'many 'byaſſes hat 'are'm our hearts, with-mach evembling 
and fear, make hamble,- ſerious! and! frequent addrefies unto 
God, 'that he would give us A know, andin/ſinglenefſe 
of heare to judge of the truth m theſe things, without laying 
- weight on any thing that will not bear weight in the ballance of 
the SanRtuary. Burttaply indifferent men would hayeaccounted 
it fairer dealing , if not more prudence -if: he: had lefrithe Cauſe 
fimply to be determined by the weight of his Anſwers and Rea- 
| ſons; and had not fo operonſly: and induſtriouſly laboured to 

bring the Reader in diſlike with the Proteſters, by charging 
ſome of them with high crimes, . and cndeavouring' to: weaken 
che Reputation of all of chem, by'a long deduction, "and many 
fatre fetched Inſtances of things 'on the by; If his Anſwers be 
Rrrong enough for # batrerie,* what needed theſe undermindings? 


Bur its fir to rake ſome View of theſe miſleading Principles, 


whercw:ch he chargeth che.Proreſters, and theiradherents, and 
of which! be delires others:to beware leaſt they be thereby 
a)ſo inſnared; onely this advertiſement I give, that his charge 
in all cheſe things runneth onely upon the Princip!es and Practiſes 
of ſort of the Proteſters ;'Now upon ſuppoſall that all his al- 

eance were true, what a poor way of arguing would theſe 
thar arefor the Pubhck Reſolutions, and for the Aſſembly ar St. 
eAndreWs aud Dwndee account it, to tell them over ſome few. 
of the many grofle Principles, and Practices holden and acted by 
ſome of their party,and from thence ro conclude againſttheir pro- 
felfions , and to the prejudice of their Cauſe. _ 


"VinD'ICATroN. 


Firſt ſelfiſh I mereſt, it 5s far from my thougbrs 20 charge this 
all Who have concurred in Protefting againſt and declining 

this eAfſembly ar the motive that led thew therengen; 1 am per - 
NOT'Y [waded 
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ſwaded of many of them that they followed that conrſe in the ſims- 
pliciry of therr hearts;yer I leave it to all judicious indifferent 
men ro conſider & give their judgment gf it be wot very apparent 
that (omewhat of this kind was the ſpring that moved /ome, the 
prime contrevers and ſtichlers in this buſineſſe, who having ad- 
ventured upen {uch high conries and attempts, tending rn the 
violation of the Nationall Faith, renting and ruinmg the King- 
dow, trampling upon Authority, and carrying with theny re- 
wents, Contrary to the minde and Prattice of all Orthodox Kirks, 
and to the Faith, and not being able ro abiae triall in theſs 
thing by an Aſſembly who'in them/elves Was not able to bear the 
ſway,and carry things to their minde, and finding other; in ſim- 
plicity of heart with thew diſliking /omePublickReſolutions ond 
Attings, and ſe apt to be led on with them upon any conrſe that 
could be preſented with the colour Z 4 Teſtimony againſt theſe 
Roſolntions and Attings found is ſafeſt ; for they rather alte- 
gether do diſclaim the anthority of the Aſſembly , then to ha- 
<4rd upon a fair and orderly tryall of their matter; ; yea, have 
we not ſeen ſome already ſhip in,and land out of and ſhip in again 
in that Proteftation,according as they conceived the Winde of af- 
fairs then in the tinge to blow With,or againſt 1t,to creditor diſ- 
credit, advantage or diſadvantage ; conſcientious men Would 
beWare now that this ſame motive or intereſt, do not prevail over 
them, tonegleft due Examination of the grounds of that Pre- 
teftation, or to cloſe their eye page - fm light as might hay- 
ly be holden forth in this matter, to the diſcovery of S light- 
wefſe and now-relevancy of theſe grounds and reaſons, There- 
fore put repuration and diſ-reputarion in the eſtimation of mev, 
advantage , or diſj-advaniage worldly to thee and thy con- 
dirion, pat off thy fight for a White , untill thew haſt pendered 
and compared reaſon with-reaſon. 


RnvVv 1M W. 


In the Application of this Principle of ſelfiſh intereſt, the Au- 
thor affoils ſome,conceiving them to be le on in the ſimpliciry of 
cheirhearts, by che ſabtilry and miſguiding of others, whom he 
charges with advcnturing on high courſes and attemprs, tending 


ro 


to the violation-of the Nationall-Oath, renting: and ruiging the 
Kingdom, trampling on Authority , and carrying with them te- - 
nets contrary to the minde and practice of all Orthodox Churches 
and to the Fairh, &c. What is all this, but the way, if not very - 
near the words of the Prelaticall and Malignant party, againſt the 
Inſtrumeats of the Work of: Reformation Anzs 1633.and there» 
after, who becauſe the Integrity of ſoine of theſe Inſtraments 
was above cxception, they did caſt the appearing of thele in that 
Work upon their ſimplicity, and did charge others with falling 
on a courſe of rebellion, as not being able ro endure triall in the 
high crimes, whereof ( as they ſaid): they were guiky;; but che 
Lord ere long did make their righceouſnes ak forth as themor+ 
ning,and theirelcaring as the noon day, and I truſt that be who 
knowes the innocency of chele Proteſters. upon whom the like 
things are charged, ſhaft! alſo ſhew them the like merey in Vindi- 
cating them from all the reproach that, hath been unjuſtly. caſt 
wponthem. But to the point , tf:theſe.prime Contrivers and 
ftick)ers in the buſinefie, had before that time adventured on fuck 
high courſes, and were guilty of ſuch grievous crimes as the Au- 
thor charpgeth them with, then ſurely theſe ſimple ones of whom 
he ſpeaks, were ſimple exceedingly,: who could Tee nor diſcera 
none of theſe things that were ſo obvious to the view of qrhers ; 
but corichindick of what he fayes,, they are known to 
ſharp ſighred decerning men, -and for learning , circumſpedti- 
on, judgement, prudence and -experience in the things of God, 
and the Afﬀares of his houſe to. be far. bryond theſe whom he 
rakes for. the prime contrevers” and ſticklers in the buſinetic, and 
ro be inferior to none of their oppoſers ; yea,if there be any who 
deſerve rhe name of the prime contrivers and ſticklers in-the mar- 
cer of theProteſtationir is fomeof theſe who-had no. hand in theſe 
high courſes which he mentions, and:whewupon his accompr are 
among the ſimple ones. Theſe crimes which he doth ſo po- 
ſitively, and without heſitation charge wpon ſome; eſpecially be-- 
ing ſo hainous and great: It would ſeem, that both charity and 
and juſtice would have required that/he had brought ſome good 
evidence of them, leaſt haply his Reader truſt not his naked A(- 
xſertion, in that which doth not onely- reach the repuration, but 
alſo the life and bring of others : And if he would have men to 
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believe their tenets to be contrary to the minde and practice cf 
all Orthodox Churches, and co the Faith; he would do well to 
prove them to be ſo, untill he do it, he will T hope allow chari- 
ry to theſe who deny. it: Some of the greateſt Divines of chis 
Church, and of this age whoſe praiſe is in all the Reformed 
Churches do affirm and have proved the contrary, and if the Au- 
thors Aſſertion be true, I fear not to ſay, that che minde and 
praice of this Church theſe years paſt hath not been Orthodox 
nor agreeable to the faith in order to theſe tenets , becauſe they 
have been clearly raught and praQtifed by this Church theſe years 

ſt, anda man bur flenderly ſeen in the DoQtrine thereof may 


oh | 
bring forth theſe tenets aſſerted by this Church in the ſame let- 


ters and fillabes ; and may give clear inſtances of her praRices a- 
agreeing with the ſame ; It bath been done already by ſome in a 
tore convincing way then the ſharpeſt oppoſers of theſe tenets 
have as yet fatisfyingly anſwered. I would fain know what 
round theAuthor had to ſay,that rhe prime contrivers and ſtick- 
| found it ſafeſt for them rather altogether ro diſclaim the Au- 
thority of the Aſſembly, then to hazard upon a fair and orderly 
trial of their matters. Their conſciences do bear them record, that 
it was not upon any jealouſie or ſuſpition they had of theirCauſe 
asnotbcing able to endure the light; & reaſon may perſwadeindif 
ferent men to think, that they did not look uponproteſtingagainſt P 
the Afembly as the ſafeſt courſe otherwiſe then in order to their 
duty; for if we take ſafety as it might concern their perſo:s,they 
could hardly have done any thing thar could have more endan- 
=_ theſe: Ir was a ſpeedy way to expole them to the cenſures 
th ofChurch and State,as did appear in the ſequel, ſome ofthem 
becauſe of their Proteſting being depoſed by that Aſſembly, and 
others of them confined by the civil Magiſtrate, and there is 
ground to preſume that they would have been proceeded againſt 
with further cenſures, both civil and Eccleſiaſtick,if the Lord had 
not ſtopt the current of theſe things; If this was their ſafeſt way, 
why do men of his own judgment ſo frequently ſay, that if the 
Proteſtationhad been forborn,the Aſſembly would rot haye cenſu- 
red any,no not in the caſe of their adhering to their judgment,and 
diflentingfrom the pogo of che Aſſembly in the matters of the 


Publick Reſolutions. Kf we 46" "ui ſafety in order to the IS 
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they could not be ſo dull ss to thick, that their Proteſting againſt 
the Aſſembly would keep the Afſembly from trying and judging 
of their caule, or other indifferent men'from ſearching into the 


ſarne, and if before the Proteltation, it could not abide the triakl,, 
ir did bur put them ina much worſe condition to Proteft apon an 


unwar rantable ground, it being worſe to defend rwoevill cauſes 
then one: And therefore it doth not appear from theſe things that 
ſe:f-interelt w3s the ſpring from whence theſe Actings did flow ; 
yea, the contrary ( if any thing ) is manifeſt, becauſe by ſuch a 
way they co:\1d expe norhing bur the highining of all former 
repi0o:ches calt on them, the expoſing ©+fthemſclvs co rhe cenſures 
both ot Church and Stare, if men: that 1n all the r prec'ous inte-* 
reits muſt b. tutferers becauſe of thar doing of ſuch things, be led 
to a the cin upon a principle of iclftih inrereſt, we leavr it ro 
judicious and ind'ffe ent men to coniider and. give their zudge- 
ment, whether it be viry apparent, yea,.or n0c? it is erae. that 
ſome two 01 three did partly by the periwaſion, and partly by 
the threarning of fme at *Dxndee, refile a hirtle from the Telti- 
mony which chey had given at Sr. Andr:w; in the matrer of the 
Proteſtation, which wichin a ſhort rime chereafecr they <&1d re- 
pent of, and again adhcred co'thoir former Teſtimony, not upan 
any feltiſh-intereſt, or eye to credite or advantage ( as the Au- 
chr athrmes ) there being no appearance firſt or laſt, that by 
adhering to the Proteſtation they conld gan any of theſe things, 
but on the checks of cheir own conſciences, and the warce. rhey 
hrara behind them, ſaying,thu # the way walk ye wn it, wheathey 
had turned: afide. ſome of them are fince that time taken out of 
cheland of the hvinv,and I truſt are now in glory, and I canafſure 
the Author and all others,and if ir be doubred, I wil get it acted 
underthe hands of famous witnefſes;that after rheir re{ling from 
that reftimoay they had no peace nor quiernesm their ſpirits for x 
longtime,bur went down mourning ro their graves, becawſe rhey 
trad fo done, and upon their death beds did often and fadly be- 
moanit,that they had mitled the opportun'ry to give fomepublick 
Teſtimony and Declaration with orhers of their ſorrow for the 
fame, and of their purpoſe and reſolution to adhere ro'the Pro- 
reſtation. It had been no loffe to the Author not his cauſe, to 
hayc ſpared ſuctr ſharp (let me not fay bitter ) and perfoual 
reflection 
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refle&ions upon conſcientious and' godly men, as he many times * 
needleſly uſeth, he and all others whoſe cycs God hath opened, 
to ſee their way, cannot bur be conſcious ro themſelves of their 
own wandrings,and how much they owe to the exceeding riches 


of the mercy and free grace of God, that hath recovered them out 
of ſnares. 
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Econdly, eftimation of the perſons, the eAuthers or Abber” 

g tors of thuProteſtarion, God forbid I ſhould think,ſay,or a1 
viſe any thing to the prejudice or diſadvantage of godlineſſe or 
godly perſons, neither ſhall I queſtion their godlineſ]e,my judge- 
went concerning ſome,yea many of them i very poſitive;,having 
by experience and acquaintance ſeen, [muff ſay, much of the 
image of JESUSCHRIST inthem,as for othersWhat ever they 
have been every whit, 1 take not on me to judge them, nor yet 
think I it pertinent 'or fit ſo to de, That there are godly men, 
net « few on the ether ſide tos, 1s manifeſt , ſome that were in 
Chriſt before them, and men that hath [uffer:d for the Truth 
and Canſe of GodgWhen others had not the howor to be doers far 
it; and are ready to ſuffer if he ſhal call them to it though ſome 
warckaritably and raſhiy ( toſaytothebeſt of it) ſpares not to 
traduce thems 41 eApoſtates and back ſlidevs : but thisis #8 1 
Would [ay, that men ſhould take heed has they make not a [nare 
of their opinion; yea, or the reall convittion of the godlineſſe they 
bave of any perſon; by approving, taking np, or following their 
ſaying *,opinions or prattices without due ex amination and trial 

on this accompt, beranje they are geily perfons from whow 
iock things proceeds, 

It 5s wel! and expedient for ſacb ' a8 would in thu dang er ous 
tiewe Walk circum/pet#ly, and [bun [nares, to'remember as to 
this preſent caution tw things i 1. That vrue godlineſſe is not 
of ſuch perfetlron'in any on this ſide of eternity , 43 doth exempt 
them from all erring, whether in judg exwent or pratiice, nor yet 
from ftiffe I when once they bave turned 
aſide unto ther. ' Luther war's godly mas, aud bad much of 
Cun1sT in bim, 1 think noxe of them inter efſed in the prefone 
buſineſe will compare With him, yet who knoWeah vet what great 
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'errouns he beld in the matiers of God, and maintained not only 
ſiffely, but violently to the great prejudice of Religion, and obs 
ſtr wcHon of the work of Reformation,  u#der which the Refarmed 
Kirks do groan yer wnto thit day, 2. How Wefull a ſnare; this 
(1 mean not godlineſſe , but the everweighing conceit of perſons 
reputed to be godly ) hath proved in the neighbour Nation and 
Kirk; Hath not thus been one of the chiefeſt ſtratagems and en- 
ines whereby Satan bath On » to mar the fair work of 
Re formation, ſo happily and hopefully once begwn there, and fil- 
led that Land with unparalelled confuſions under which now it 
groans > Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 7r were 
good for us to learn Wiſedowe by other mens dangers, and robe 
Warned by the beacons which others ſhipwrack hath ſet up r0.me, 
leſt we alſo make ſripwrack npon the the ſame ſchelves; and thru 
ſay, but roo late, non putavimus, proverb, ftill Scottiſh men, 
wiſe behinde the hand, prove all things, from wharſoever hand 
they come, and hold faſt that which is good. 
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I do indeed believe, that the Author doth not intend to ſay 
or adviſe any thing to the prejudice or diſadvantage of godlines, 
or godly men; yet do I defire him ſeriouſly, and in ſoberneſſe of 
minde,as before the Lord, to conſider, whether there hath been 
ſomething in the late Publick Reſolutions,and in the proceedings 
and Aats of the late Aflembly at Dandee, to both which (if I 
miſtake nor) he had a great acceſſion, that is prejudiciall to god- 
lineſs and to godly men : ReſpeR to theſe did excecdingly abate 
with the Publick Reſolutions; yea, cnimity againſt theſe did cx- 
ceedingly grow with theſe reſolutions; a thing ſo manifeſt, that 
they who did run,could not but read it;' and did not the Afts at 
Dundee , wherein beſides the cenſurcs that were inflicted on 
ſome, all, whether Miniſters, Elders, ExpeRtants,Schoolmaſters, 
Students or Profeſſors of whatſoever ſort, who ſhall not acqui- 
eſce to the Aft and Concluſions of thatAfſembly,and who after 
conference for their ſatisfaRtion, oppoſe the ſame, are appointed 
to be ecnſured, do not (1 ſay ) theſe Afts import a prejudice to 
godlineſs and godly men,if proſecuted and executed, they would 
at laſt non-Ofgice, and non- Church many Godly Church-Otfi- 
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C cers and godiy Church Mcmbets yea, I fear the greateſt part of 
the Godly in che'Land- His teſtimony concerning the godlineſs 
of many of the Authors and Aberrors of this Proteſtation , I 
do willingly accept, as ſayouring of ingenuity, and having truth = 
init; I wiſh he had been as plain and poſitive in giving his 
judgment concerning others : Whileſt he differences them from 
theſe ro whoſe godlineſs he bears reſtimony,and ſaith, that what 
ever they have been every whit , he will not take upon him to 
judge; it ſeems thar he would render them ſuſpected, if not have 
them taken for-perſons naughty or little worth, whac ever be his 
meaning in it, or his judgment of theſeothers, I ſhal nor ſtand to 
enquire into It ; there be none of the Authors or Abettors of 
that Protcſtation,to whom many of the godly in Scorland will 
not give an honeſt teſtimony, neither will any thing that any of 
them have been, contradid the ſame , if at any eime they have 
been in a wrong way yet have they through grace repented of, 
and forſaken che ſame: And it concerns the Author, who hath 
been a ſharer of the like precious mercy,not to upbraid them,but 
to acknowledge the goodneſs of the Lord both to them and to 
himſelf. I deny not, that there are godly men on the other ſide, 
and ſuch as ſuffered for the Truth and Cauſe of God ; but why 
he ſhould ſay,that fome of them were in Chriſt before the Pro- 
teſters, and that they were ſufferers for the truth, when others 
had not the honour to be deors for it, I do not well underſtand; 
ſundry of theProteſters,for their being inChriſt,and ſuffering for 
the Truth and Cauſe of God,arc through grace,of a very old and 
longſtanding, and famous & honorable in all thisChurch:I cannot 
reckon the moneths or years ſince the one or the other did begin 
to bein Chriſt, and had the honour to ſuffer for the truth , nei- 
ther do I deſire to inſiſt on the compariſon, bleſſed be the Lord 
for all that are in Chriſt,and for all who ſuffers for his Cauſe, I 
with and pray ,that all of chem may conquer and overcome, and 
if any of them be turned out of the way, the Lord may again re- 
cover them,and make their laſt dayes better then their firſt. It is 
true, ſome of the Proteſters had not the honour to be doers for 
the Cauſe; yea, were oppoſers of it, whea ſome of the other ſide 
were {uffering for it; but what if they have obtained mercy,be- 
cauſe they did it ignorantly through unbclicf: if not to be a doer 
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for the Cauſe; yea, if to be bearers down «nd oppoſers of the 
Cauſe, when others were ſuffering for it, be a goad plea againſt 
any of the Proteſters, | fear moſt part of the late Aﬀſembly muſt 
leave their Benches and go to the Bar. I know none that tra- 
duces rheſe godly men as Apoſtares ; 'yea, I know and am per- 
ſwaded, that-the Proteſters have an high and honourable eſtima- 
tion of chem for their piety and parts, and for the great things 
whereof the Lord hath made ſundry of them inſtrumental! in his ' 
Houle; and though they cannot bur reſtifie, unlefle they would 
be unfaithfulf, chat the courſe which theſe.men have followed 
this while paſt in the matter of che'Publick Reſolutions , is a 
courſe of defeQtion and back-ſliding , yet do they nor uſe to call 
them back-(liders, much lefle Apoſtates, and if any others do it, 
they are not therein approven or allowed by them. I joyn with 
the Author in his advice , that men ſhould take heed that they 
make not a fnare.of the opinion; yea, or the reall conviction of 
the godlinefle they have of any perſons by approving, taking up, 
or following their ſayings,opinions or practices, without due ex- 
aminartion and tryall upon this accompt becauſe they are godly 
perſons, from. whom ſuch things praceeds \ as being an. advice 
wholeſome and profirable in it ſelf, and as having ground to 
think, that the cſtimanion of ſome mens perſons and judgements 
the laſt year,had influence upon ſome, to gain them to the Pub- 
lick Reſolutions, and co the proceedings of the Aſſembly. I do 
alſo joyn with him in the ſubſtance of the two things wh-ch he 
adds for ſtrengthning of this preſent caution,only defiring himto 
be imparrial in the application of rhe firſt,and to look homeward 
aſwell as abroad,and to guard well both in the firſt and laſt, that 
ia diſcovering the errors or weaknefs of ſome who are truly pod- 
ly,or the hypocrifie of others who pretend it , the hands of the 
prophane, and ſuch as hate and mock at godlineſs, and inſult 0- 
ver the infirmities and blemiſhes of the Saives be nor ſtrengrhe- 
ned, nor godlineſs nor godly men brought in contempt. 
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3. The pretences and big profeſſions of goed, upright and 


zealom intentions and « fe {trons t0Wards the Carſe of God and 
welfare 
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welfare of the Kirk of God 51 this Land. ] ſhall por dare gueition 


the wprig henes of the ententions of ſome;1eaynany of them m an;1 


am verily per Waded of [ome of them tbat thry are for from da- 
ing any thing 1n;entionaliy or formally and aretly intend. 
4 the ewerthrowts for Wronging any of theOrdinances of Zeſu 
{ hriff ſethed in the Kirk, or the prate thereof: and that if they 
be led in any conrfe tn the matter premudiciali to any of theſe, ut 
is 4s many w »t out With Abſolom , in the ſimplicity of thesy 
hearts. But fi ft it Wonla be r1emembred, that many may be ve- 
ry 2* a0 a4. jw iheiy intentions for God. ard ye! that 2eal be i0e. 
according th knowledge: wh-re there is much zeal for any end, 
there be al[o much miſt ake abowut mids towards thit end ; and 
Where there 1 much ana clear kno ledge 17 many things, there 
may be much miſtaking about [ome or mor particulars : 4 good 
intention is neceſſary, that a man may be approven before God 
in bu att on bat it is not enouy bro make bus attions good or i9nj= 
table by #eh:y 5; And certarn y this 6s the chief thug to be cone 
federed by rhee,ere trow al ow, tolleW, or comply with the courſe 
#f any other man, not What yord inter: tvon or &cal they is pro» 
fefſe,bmr What good ground or. reaſon they have for the courſe , 
ay, wr may (ome great hnoWers ſay,T his 1s poor, who know: s not 
thu? thi 2 « commu known principle 'of atting, that We ſhould 
nor lippen to mens prof-ſſions, of traig b!, honeſt ard good inten- 
tiorg,but ſrek what warrant t ey have | or their attions. It us 
1&8, 1 5 4 Common hr oWn ad plain pr inc: ple . but common 
pr imcep' er ave berter known, then made uje of, and hath need to 
bepreſged, that #vey may be hatea $#n our atlings, and «mung ff 
orhers, rh1s eſpecrally m theſe time. , Great P? ofe/s 10ns of ho 
neft an ſtraight pmrpoſes and intentions eſpecially made by men 
Who are pre/nmed to have much knoWiedg eyand have been found 
in many things right, are ready. to make others Whe are Creagu- 
lou: ard more ſimple, oftentimes {ccure and negligent, ro try 
ave prove their attings, ard /o oftentimes uffer themſelves to 
be led ont of the Way. 2. Albeit ( 4s | [aid before ) 1] do not 
aur ftion the aprighines and fincerity of (ome pr ife/s10n , con- 
rerwing their inyention and their affcition, yer I ſhall deſire the 
Reader to conepere the profrſſiens made in the Narraitve of the 
Proteftation 1» band , Wh | onec leave prafiices of jome that bad 


band. 
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hand therein and theſe not of the low form, Firſt, they profeſſe, 
that while chey lives foal be acknowledged how graciow GOD 
hath b:en, in giving tothis K __ Ordinances , and that 
they deſire mercy and grace t0 adhere t6 the IWorſhip, Do- 
Erine , Diſcipline aud Government eftabliſhed in this Land. 
T hu indeed is a good Profeſſion , but ſuppoſe that Which 5s 
Certain and Ss , that when We ſpeak of great cftimation of, 
and adhering to the Diſcipline and Government eſtabliſhed in 
this Kirk, We muſt conceive this in relation to the Ordinances, 
nor only in the abſtratt and Yogmate,but alſs in concretogand «s 
they are in aftu excrcito,attwally exiſting, and as they are exer- 
Ciſed in Fudicatories conſtiruted accordingly, let a man pro- 
feſſe what he Will of ſoundncs and conſtaneie in point; of judg- 
ment concerning Diſcipline and Government eſtabliſhed in the 
Kirk, yer if he be found a contemner of the exerciſe of that 


Diſcipline , and of the IlaWfull 7 udicatories inveſted With the 


Government, no wiſe man will acknowledge that man to bave a 
Auc eftimation of ,or to be aconſpant adherey to theſrordinances, 
except it may be in ſo far as he bolds ſomthing of them in bis 
eWn hand , and that is himſelf ; nay, ſuch profeſſions are but 
energy x Ayer, good words and fair ſpeeches ro deceive 

the hrarts of the ſimple. T his laid down, let any ingennons and 
indifferent men take unte conſideration but ſome prattice of 
ſome of the Proteſters, and juage hoW agreeable they are to thy 
former profeſſion, and sdhering to the Diſcipline and Govern. 
wen ſetled in this Church; LOI Atts and { onſtitu. 
tions of the ſupream Fudicatories of rhe Kirk moZt unanimouſ- 
ly concluded, ( themſelves being preſent and not contralitling 
Ga poſitively by their votes Ccon(enten therewnto-) and that 
not 1n 4 private way, but in 4 655 Roa publickly emitted 
;o the World , and preſented to the State , without having [0 
much reſpett to theſe Fudicatories, as ( Which duc eſtimation 
of, and adhering to the eftabliſped Goverument of the Kirk did 
require) ence to have had recourſe to them, firit by ſnpplic ati- 
on or deſire to re-examine, or to take totheir conſideration 4- 
£411 theſe Atts and Conſtitutions; yea,refw fing to apply thews- 
ſelves to them in [ach a way, 4s that When adviſed and earneſt. 
ty preſſed thereunts, 4s orderly, by ſome to Whems they had com- 
ISHS Me 
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_ wunicated the deſign of the Remonſtrance' : the former yart of 
this is evident from the Weſtern Remonſtr ance,condemning rhe 
T reaty with the King,and cloſing thereof alloWed,approven and 
ratified by the Generall Aſſembly 1650. If it be (aid that that 
Remonſtrance was communicated to the Commiſſion of the Kirk 
before 1t was preſented to the Eſtate, that ggrrue ; But beſode 
that, the Commiſion had not power to judge the Atts and ( on- 
ftieutions of the Aſſembly. It was preſented unto them meer- 
ly to have kad their concurrence in preſenting it co the Eſtate, 
if that could have been obtained ; but with ne defire to adviſe 
and give their judgment upon the matter contained init; yea, 
the(e that cum with it, required , If they had any power Com... 
witted to them to chay ge any _y of ut , they platnly declared, 
that though [ome expreſſions might be changed, yet they had no 
power and were not 10 alter one jote of the matter ; ſo determi- 
wed were they of themſelves, aud auteredently to the cognition 
of the Publick Judicatories, The latter part 5s evident by 
Mr. John Carſtaires Letrers wrictes to the Lerd Regiſter , a= 
bont the time of the contriving that Remonſtr ance from Edin- 
burgh,oud intercepted at the Tow of Airth, or shercaboxt. 


%, 


REVIEW. 


- Shall ſay nothing of the charity he alloweth many, and of the 

. perſwaſion that he hath of ſomegthat they are far from doing 
any thing intentionally,or formally and direlyintending to over- 
throw.or wrongany of the Ordinances of Ja sus Curisr, 
ſetled in this Church, or the peace thereof ; he hath reaſon to 
allow them that and ſomewhat more, but this allowance of his 
to ſome, doth leave others wader a hard conftructian, not onely 
in regard of their, work, buc alſo in xgſpc of that, which is their 

- formall anddire& intecntion, another years proof of them, may 
haply force better.thoughts both of their intentions & ations, in 
the hearts of ſome who now for along time have miſtaken them, 
becauſe they could-not join inthe Publick Reſolntions, which co 
them was to be found in the way of Egypt, and to, drink the wa- 

' ters of Sthor3 in the mean while. they are. comforted in this, that 
their own hearts doth not condemn them, neither in their in- 
"ESD Q C' : tentions 
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tentions or ations, what he ſaith of a zeal, not according to 
knowledge and of miſtakes about midſes and of agood intention, 
that it is not enough to make a mans actions pood or imitable by 
others; bur that is to be conſidered, what good ground or rea- 


| ſon they have fortheir courſe , and of the applying of common 


principles which are better known then made uſe of. In all theſe 
thiags I do agreegith him,and wiſhes, that they may te bleſſed 
of God unto his Readers and all others+ But let us come to ex- 
amine the things whereby he endeavours to render che Profeſſi- 
ons of the Proteſters ſuſpe&ed. , as not agreeing with ſome of 


their principles and aRions; for making our of which, he defires 


the Reader to compare the profeſſions made in the Narrative of 
the Protcſtarion, with ſome [ate principles of ſome that had hand 
therein,and theſe nor of the lowelt note. Fir'', ( ſaith he) they 
profeile,that while they live, &c. I acknowledge, thar I have no 
gfeat 8kill of School tearms ; but I conceive, that when in this 
place he ſpeaks of the Ordinances i» concrero, and as they are ts 
attn exercito, actually exiſting, and as they are exerciſed in 
Judicatories conltirute accordingly, he means not of every kinde 
of concretion and exerciſe of Ordinance ,qwovss modo ; for they 
may have an honeſt and honourable eſtimation of Ordinances, 
who bear ceſtimony againſt rhe corruptions and mal-adminiſtra- 
tions of the abuſers of them ; otherwayes theſe who have been 
moſt zealous and. ſtraight-hearted for the Ordinances in all 
Apes, ſhould be found among the deſpiſers of Ordinan- 
ces, and none more then many of the gracious Wor- 
thics of this Land , who were ready .to 'lay down their 


' lives for the Ordinances , and yet did bear publick | te- 


ſtimony both againſt the corrupt conſtitution and corrupt 
Ads of Aſſemblies ,” and all male-admmiſtrations that were 
of any importance to the prejudice of the Kirk,or any of the Or- 
ditarces of Chriſt therein, which was ſo fat from rendering their 
ptofeſſions ſuſpected: , that it was a reall evidence of the truth 
and. fincerity rhereof. But I think he means of ſuch a concre- 


-tion and exerciſe of Ordinances , ( though ir had been fit to 


exprefle it more clearly ) as is agreeable to the rule of Gods 
Word, for ſo he ſeems to hint, when he ſayerh , as rhey are 
Fuditatories conſticnte accordingly ; and in this ſenſe thocarri- * 
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agevf the Proteſters doth well ftand with 'their Profeſſo:> , in 
reference to the Ordinances. © Having laid down ths ground 

and diſtintidn of Ordinances, not onely in the abſtraR and dog- 
mate,but alio '# concreto, and as they are i# a&u exercito + he 
comes in the next place to give ſome inſtances of ſome practices 
of ſome of rhe Proceſters,in terting down of which he hath been, 
very induſtrious , to gather and put together a bundie_of ſuch 
things as he thinks may bring their Profeflions in ſuſpicion and 
contempt ; . I ſhall not meet him with che like meaſure : If it 
were Chriſtian and ſeafonabje work, more haply might be hol- 
den forth of the praQtices, not of ſome only, - but of many ttick- 
ers tor the Publick Reſslutions, that goes croſs their Profeflion 
to the DoArine, Worthip, Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church of Scor{and, then the Author can or will anſwer ; but - 
becauſe to recriminatezis not to anſwer, I come to the particular 
inſtances which he gives : The fiſt is, their condemning Acts 
and Conſtitutions of the ſupream Judicatories of this Church, 
which he aggravates by many circumſtances. Firſt, that theſe 
Ads were moft unanimouſly concluded. Secondly,that themlielys 
were preſent,and did not contradict. Thirdly, that they were 
politively conſenting thereto by their Votes. Fourrhly , that 
they condemned thete Aft , not in a private way, but ina Re- 
monſtrance, publickly emitted ro the World , a1:d preſented to 
the State. Fifthly, chat all this was done, withour having ſo 
much reſpect to theſe Judicarories , as firſt to haverecourſe to 
them by ſupplication, and delire'to re-examine,or take to tonfi- 
deration again theſe Acts and Conſtitutions, yea;refuſing to ap- 
ply themſclvcs ro them in ſuch a way, when adviſed and carneſt- 
ly preſſed thercto,as ordeily, by ſome ro' whom they had com- 
muricared the defign of the Rewonſtrance. To all which I re- 
turn, tharrhe Argument taken in irs ſtrength, doth not ſeem to 
conclude much for evacuating the Profeſſions of the Proteſters 
to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſc;pline and Government of this 
Church,unlcile we lay this for a ground, that whoſoever repre- 
ſents and remonſtrates his jndgmene againlt any one of the As 
of the Aflembly of this Church, belyes the Profeflion whith he 
makes of reſpe to the Dotrine, Worihip, Government and 
Diſcipline thereof. EN 
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Secondly, the Afembly was. not ſufficiently informed concer- 
ning theſe tranſat:ons with the King, bur ſeverall important 
particulars which would have contributed much for clearing of 
the buſinefſe, were keeped up from, and not-reported to the Aſ- 
ſembly; ro wit, the firſt invitation given ro the King, the Act 
appointing him to be reſtored to the exerciſe of his power, the 
Kings Letters tro James Grah+w,the Kings taking the Sacrament 
2fter the order of the Service Book kneeling, from an Epifcopall 

DvoRor, and an Iriſh Biſhop, notwithſtanding that ke had fig- 
ned the Treaty,and that interceſſions,were made co lum both by 
word and write, to forbear the bringing to ſea with the King all 
the Engliſh and Scots Malignants that were with him at 'Breds 
after the Commillioners had received the Letters andAdts both of 
Church and State, 'diſapproving the Treaty at Breda; The way 
how the K:ng was induced to. ſubſcribe the Covenant, and how. 
immediarly-before his taking it, being ready to land in Scozland, 
he was about to have made a Proteltation, but that ſome of the 
Commiſſioners. would not tender him the Covenant upon theſe 
terms. How lame the accompt was that was givea to theGenes 
rall Aſſembly of that buſinefſe; ſome of the Commiſſioners con- 
feflion before the Commiſſion of the Church at Srreveling af. 
cer Danbar doth bear witneſſe; it may be remembered that the 
Moderator then regrated , that the plain buſinefle was not made 
known to the Generall Afﬀembly, and that moſt of what was 
ſpoken in that debate at Srriveling rended rather to clear the 
Gen. Aſſembly then to juſtifie the Treaty ; and indeed cheſe af- 

cer diſcoveries of hidden and finfully concealed truths, may plead 
for a fair conſtrution of whar the Aflembly did in approving 
their Commiſtioners proceedings, which belike they would not 
have approven if they had known all the truch : And do afford 
ſudficient ground for the Remonſtrators afterward to Remon- 
ſtrate them, without refleting upon the Aﬀembly or upen their 
own profeſſions of refpeRt to the DoArine and Government of 
this Church. Secondly,theſe afts were not ſo moſt unan;mouſly 
concluded as the Author. affirmes: Ir is true, that there was ns 

Proteftation nor open ind plain diflent by, any member of the 

— againſt chem, bue ſeverall members who had profeſt 

their diſ-ſatisfa&ion with that matterin privatc, when it came 
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be vored in Publick, they did ſo qualifie their Vote, that-iz.did 
relate onely ro the approving of the * diligence of the Commiſli- 
oners,dnlinuating that they were notclear to approve of the mat- 
er ; I acknowledge that it was a weakneſſe that they did not 
plainly declare their minde ( which ſome of chem were requeſted 
to forbear ) but this ſhews that chere was not ſo great unanimi- 
ty in that matter as he ſpeaks of : He is not ignorant that as that 
butinefle was from the firſt to the laſt raſhly tranſaRed, and a- 
22mlt the inclinations of the generality of the Godly in the land, 
whilſt they yer did ſee theKing coutinuing in his oppoſition to the 
work of God, fo alſo againſt the inclination of mavy in the Aſ- 
ſembly,who yet could not find a ground to difſent oppenly from 
that concluſion, becauſe of the fair repreſentation of the matter 
made to them. Thirdly, before theRemonſtrance was penned,there 
was palpable and clear diſcoveries of the hollownes of that tranſ- 
ationin Hel/and ; the King had given Commillions to the Ma- 
lignants to riſe in Armes, and had himſelf deſerted the Judicato- 
ries, and gone away to join with the Malignants, and ſeverall o= 
ther rhings of that kinde were made known, before there was 
any meeting about the Remonſtrance, let be any concluſion taken 
upon it. Fourthly,there could not be ary addreſs to theſe Judica- 
tories by way of ſupplication,or otherwiſe to delire them to re- 
examine, Or to take to their conſideration again theſe As and 
Conſtitutions, becauſe the Gen. AM, which ( only by the Authors 
own acknowledgement. ) had power ſo to do, was not thenſit- 
ring@nor to fit for eight or nine moneths thereafter; and the Lord 
having ſmitten us ſo ſore, as at D«n6ar, and being ſtill threat- 
ing more wrath,ir was notime to delay,nor dallic the repreſent- 
ing the grounds of his controverſhe, Fifthly, when-that Remon- 
ſtrance paſt, the Forces of the Weſt, were encloſed berween the 
Engliſh. Forces at Gla/gow,and thoſe at Carlile, and reſolved to 
lay down their lives in the defence of their Religion and Coun- 
cry , and therefore cho1ght themſelves bound to exoner theis 
conſciences in a free and plain way, and to leave that Teſtimony 
behinde them concerning the guilrineſle of the Land, and _ u- 
dicatories thereof. Sixthly, rhat Remonſtrance was not the deed 
of ſome of the Proteſters onely, but for the ſubſtance : Firſt, the 


deed of one of the beſt, and molt fainous Synods of this Church, 
and 
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and afterwards both for ſubſtance and words, the deed of a very 
conſiderable number of Officers, gentlemen and Miniſters, whoſe 
integrity and zeal for the Publicke Cauſc from the beginning was 
known and approven, not onely to the Judicatorics of Church 
and State, but to all govd men throughout the Land. Seventhly, 
that as it is true,thar theſe who came with the Remorfirance to 
preſent it to the Commirtee of Eſtates, being required if they had 
any power committed to them to change any th ng thereof, did 
plainly declare, that chough ſome expreſſions might be changrd, 
yer they had no power to alter any thing in the matter ; So it is 
no lefle true, that theſe who did require them , if they had any 
. ſuch power, being told,that they had power to communieage the 
ſame unto them, before they gave it in to the Committee, and 
to take their advice and affiſtance therein , did net after the read- 
ing and hearing thereof, profefle any diſlike of the matter therein 
contained, much lefle did they uſe atty arguments ro diſwade them 
from giving it in, which gave juſt ground to the other to think- 
that they did approve thereof, they being men of ſuch ripneſle of 
judgement, freedome, intimacy and friendlinefle with theſe who 
gave it in, thar they could not but look upon their ſilence as an 
approving of their way. Eigthly, kt it be conſidered, whether 
the Renorſtrators , or theſe who were hugged by the Com- 
miſſion of the Church, and the Meeting at Sr. e Andrews and 
Daxvgee, was their beſt friends, and moſt forwaid for the Pub- 
lick Reſolutions, are this day moſt tender of the Liberties of 
Church and State ; the latter conſenting to all the demands of the 
preſent power, and the former every where refuſing, as to that 
which is ſaid to be proved by Mr. John Carſtares his Letter to 
theLord Regiſter, how weakly is this alledged ; Mr. John Care 
ftares was then a priſoner at Edinburgh, the Remonftrators 
were at Dumfrets; the Remonſtrance was preſented at Strrive= 
ling; he knew not ſo much as either matter or forme of the Re- 
morſtrance till it was preſented, how then could he give advice 
therein'? Or if his Letter was intercepted, how could that advice 
come to their hands that they might hearken thereto ? If there 
had been any thing in that Letter that made fo: his purpoſe, why 
did not che Anthor cite the words of it aftcr the intercepting 
thereof? It was ſhewed to Mr. Robert DoWglas, and diverſe 
othc:s, 
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others, and as it did then, ſo if it were needfu!l to make it pub- 
* tick, ir would row prove, that there was rothing in it of which 
cither Mr. fob», or my Lord Regiſter needs ro be aſhamed; and 
it would abundantly confuce the calumnies of ſome, and corre& 
the miſtakes of others, particularly in the. thing for which 'it 
is alledged. | 


VINDICATION:. 
Grand) pebtvilifping ofeAtts of the Generalt Aſſembly, 


as not to be preſſed in matters of conſtience , witneſſe Mr. 
James Guthrie h# Speach, uttered publickly in the Commi/sion 
at Striveling,where In conference upon the Wt ftern Remonſtrance 
when the Moderator did- ence and again preſſe the eAtt of the 
Gemerall Aſſembly approving the cloſe of the Treaty with the 
King, aud the Declaraion of rhe ſame Aſſembly,emitred when 
the Engliſh Army entred the Land, againſt that part of the Re- 
monſtrance, condemning the clole of the Treat ” he publickly ; 
an/wered, Preſſe me not with humane conſticutions in matters of 
Conſcience ; a/l chat were preſent, who Were many from ſeverall 
parts f the Kingdone, beſides Commiſciontys can well'remens- 
ber ths. ; 
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F Mr. 74. Gmthrie be a vilifier of the Ads of the Aſſembly,he 
ſeems to be neither fo ingenuous nor prudent as need were,for 
none hath pleaded moreAdts ofAﬀemblies in a'l cheſepublick dif- 
ferences,and(for any thing I know)hicherto withour any ſar:sfy- 
ing anſwer; as for that Speech of his, it was thus,in that meeting 
many Arguments being brought to confirm the Remonſtra1ice, in 
that point,relating to theTreaty,and ſome continuing ſtil coargue 
againſt rhe Remonſtrance in that particular ; Mr. is. Raw{4y 
ſummed up the arguments brought for ſtrengthening the Re- 
monſtrance into a Sylogiſme,to which no reply was made,but che 
Authority of the Gen: Aſsembly was preſsed in the mean whilc: 
ſome godly and tender men, who were Commiſlioners for the 
Church inHo//av4, did p::blickly and wich much weight of fpirit, 
declare themlelye$ in the hearing of all che Meeting, that by 
their 
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their miſtakes in'that AR, conceive themſelyes accefſoryto 
- all the miſery that was gome upon Scotland, & that they deſired 
To repent thereof: and others having added ſomewhat concern- 
ing the ſmirings of their conſcience in thar particular , it was re- 
plyed by one in the Mceting, where were all theſe tender conſci- 
ences at the Generall Aflembly , and when he who made that 
Reply, and others did inſiſt in preſsing the At of the Aſsembly, 
Mr. 7ames Guthrie (aid, you would ſtudy to ſatisfie the ſcruples 
of mens conſciences ,: urn tw then by preſsing on them che 
Ac of the Aſsembly:was this ſpeech thus circumftantiate,a pub- 
lick vilifying of theActs of theAſsembly.Let us take the words as 
the Author alleadges them, yer have they a very good meaning, 
becauſe humane Conſtitutions as ſuch do not binde the Conſci- 
ence, neg, enim cum hominibm, ſed cum uno Deo negotium e 
conſcientiis noſtris, ſaith a gteat Divine : and therefore unleſs 
men would ſtrain the words of their brethren further then cha- 
City or verity will allow them, there can be no weight laid npon 
theſe words for proving Mr. James Guthries praftices to be 
contrary to his profeſsions: We ſhall finde the Author haply be- - 
fore the cloſe of this Vindication, going as great a length as this 
ſpeech will reach,in order to Acts of Generall Aſſemblies,and yer 
I believe he would think it hard meaſure to infer ſuch conſe- 
quences from his words. 
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VISDICAEATSO-N 


T Hirdly, tumultuous deſerting and running ont of the pub- 
lick Fudicatories of the Kirk,, and threatning the (ame, 
beceuſe of [ome matters carried therein contrary to their own 
mind witneſs rbeir carriage at the Commiſſion in Perth , No- 
vemb.1650. where becauſe of that moderate ſenſe given them 
upon the Weſtern Remonſtr ance, many of them did in a diſorderly 
way, deſert and leave the Commiſſion,never daigning to come to 
any meeting thereof afterwards ; ſome of them 44 they were g 0+ 
ing out, threatuing from an bigh place, with a loud voice and 
revenge flaming onr of their eyes , in ſuch Words as there , We 
hope well we ſhall get ourday about of chem yet. . 


REVIEW 


(35') 
RzxvVvilw 


T *y did not tunuluouſly deſerc and run out of the Con» 
miſſion,much leſs did they threaten the ſame, becauſe of ſome 
matters carricd therein,centrary to their mind;. fech of them as 
did depart,did go away in a peaccableaad quiet way,withour 8ny 
tumulc and diſorder,having now itayed for a confiderable time, 
firſt at Srerlix, and chen ar Perth,and not knowing any further 
bulines of importance that che Commiſſion meant to medle with 
at that time. As for the inſtance given by the AuchM ſeeing he 
is pleaſed in other places of his Paper to name particular: perſons, 
why did he not alſo name the perſoris who ſpoke theſe threat- 
ning words, with revenge flaming out of their cycy : I do indeed 
remember, that the ſpirits of many gracious men who were then 
preſent, were much weighted and fore Frieves with the precipi- 
txfit proceeding of the Commiition at that tive, and that a bro- 
ther did lay this ſeriouſly before the Commiſlion, and did uſe 
ſome ſuch expreſlion,as the Author relates; bur that it wss ina 
threatning way,or with revenge flaming out of his. cye+, is more 
then can be made good : Such a word may be ſpoken with ſo- 
bernefle of minde,and to good purpoſe, without any threatning 
or deſire of revenge : whither they did never daign to come to 
any mecting of the Commiſsion-thereafter; 1 cannot confidently 
ſpeak to it either upon the'one haud oronthe other;but I can con- 
nely ſap , that as they did never take any reſolution not to 
come, ſo-alſo-that their ſtzying a way was not ſo much occaſio- 
ned by this proceeding againſt the Remonſtrance, though that 
was 4 matter of ſtumbling and offence unto them , as by ſome- 
thing that followed thereafter, which did convince” them, that 
their coming to the Commiſion might well encreaſe ſtrife and 
debate, but that it would contriþure |:ecle or nothing; for their 
own edification,or the edification of others. Before we paſſe 
this point, I ſhall give the Reader a ſhore accompt of this whole 
buſinefle, After rhe preſenting of the Remonſtrance unto the 
Committee of Eſtates at Szer/ine , it was thought fir both by 
the Committee of Eſtates,and Commillion of the Allembly,that 
theſe reſpeRive Mectings ſhould meet at Sterdrwue, the 
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day of to take inro conſideration what anſwer 
it was fit to give. unto the Remonſtrance, and what to 
do in other things that did concern the Defence of Religion,and 
of the Kingdom tn that ftrair'they then ſtoodgand that therefore 
not only che Members of thefe Meetings bur alto feverall others 
Gentlemen and Miniſters ſhould be advertiſed to keep the dier; 
notwirhſtinding of which appointment , che Commitree of E- 
ſtares did afterwards adjourn their Meeting tro Pearth, where 
the King was for rhe time z the Commiſsion of the Church, 
according co the firſt appointment , with ſeveral! other Mini- 
ſters,having met at Sreriine, The Remonſtrators came there to 
underſtand their judgment of che matters contained in the Re- 
monſtrance ; which being read, and the chief heads-thereof de- 
bated, the major parr of che Commi:sion then preſent, ſeemed 
ro be ſatisfied therewith, and ſome were deſirous to have a pre- 
ſent determination upon it : The Moderator and ſome others, 
inclined to give no fenſe at all upon 1t,either for ir,or againſt if: 
and the Committee of Eſtates which was then ſitting at Peyrb, 
having now once and again written to the Commiſsion; it was 
for peace ſake condeſcended to on all hands,that no ſenſe ſhould 
be paſt on the Remonſtrance by the Commiſsion , and that the 
Meeting ſhould be adjourned to Pearth , andrthat it ſhould be 
their endeavour, that the States ſhould declare nothing againſt 
ic. This reſolution being takenat Ster/z» upon the Saturday,the 
Members of the Commiſsion, and ſuch other Miniſters as was 
preſent, and the Remonſtrators , did addreſſe themſelves ro 
Pearth, On the Monday morning, the Remonſtrators after 
their coming thither , hearing that che Committee of Eftares 
were about the condemning of the Remonltrance, they having it 
in Commiſsion from theſe thar ſent them,and thinking it incum- | 
bent ro them in duty to defire an anſwer, and in ſuch an exigent 
to pr ofefſe their adherence theteto, did make application to the 
Commitree of Eitares for that cffeR; after which, the Com- 
mitree of Eſtates did paſs ſeverall Votes condemning: the Re-' 
monſtrance , to the great grief of ſundry of their own number, 
who dd diſſent from it, and proteit againit the ſame; and the 
ſentence of the Committee being communicated ro the Come 
miſion of the Church , and they alſo defired by them to give 
their 


their judgement of the Remonftrance. Theſe who were ſent 
from the Welt, did carneſtly ſupplicate the C$:miſsion, before 
they ſhould give any ſentence upon the Remonſtrarice , that 
they would be pleaſed to allow them ſome time, till they might 
return and commuricate with theſe who had ſent chem, hoping 
that all of them would give fuch an explication of-their mean- 
ing in the things which were ſtumbled at, as would {atishe the 
Commiſsion; Which defire ſeemed ſo reaſonable in it ſelf, and 
neceſlary at that timezfor preventing of diffcrences, and the grie- 
vipg of the ſpirits of wany gracious and godly men , Who had 
been faithfull and zealous in the Cauſe from the beginning, that 
many Members of che Commiſsion , did cearneſt'y preſle that it 
might be granted, eſpecially ſeeing they had met with ſo great 
d:ſappointment in the carriage of the Committee of Eſtates in 
order to that buſinels; yet notwithſtanding hereof it was refu- 
ſed,and rhe Commiſion d d proceed alſo to condemne the Re- 
monitrance, and refer the further ſentencing of ir to the General 
Aſſembly ; ſundry of theſe who were at Srer/iz being now 
gone , and ſome others come from places more Northward, 
wh ch gave occaſion to ſundry at thar time to apprehend that, 
which 15 now plainly profeſt by ſome conſiderable Members of 
the Commitrree of Eſtates, who were cager in coridetnning the 
Remonſtra:ice , that if they had not been put upon it by ſome 
Members of the Commiſsion, they would not have done it. from 
this vote of the Commilsion , a conſiderable numbes of ther 
Members,abour fixtcen or ſeventeen, as 1 remember, did difl-nt 
and the perſons intereſſed in the Remonſtrance, did protsſt; and 
I fear not to ſay, that this peremptory precipitant, and needlefſe 
haſte of the plurality of the Commiſs10n in that particular, was 
a great occaſion of all che diviſion and rent that followed there- 
after. In the mean while the Malignants who had riſen in 
Arms, were agreed with, and an Act of Indempnity was paſt to 
them, and Colonell Monrgemerie was fent againſt the We- 
tern Forces, with direions to force them, 1f they would not 
willingly agree to the States demands ; and it was no great 
wonder,if after ſo many dayes ſtaying at Srer/5n and Per rh, 
they thought fit to returu home, when nor only rhe edge of the 
cenſures of Church and State, —— of the Civill Sword, which 
2 WAS 


"ag WAN RW” PVP.” Ke TP bY n 
*% 


was juſt noiy impſoyed againſt the Majignants that roſe in Arms 
without any warrand , 1$ on a ſudden turned againti che We- 
ftern Forces which were raiſed by their ſpecial Warrant and en- 
couragement, cxprelt in diverſc Acts and frequent Letrers. 


VinDICATIO N. 


Ourthly, Taking upon them te determine matters of moſt 
F ublck and greatefF concernnent , antecedent unto, and 
withous ſo much as ence ſpeaking or _—_ for the judgment 
ef the Publick Judicateries. , to which the determination of 
7% watters do belong; and private mon ani inferiour Fudi- 
caterics ought to have their recourſe to, before they take upon 
ther to cxure any determination thereanent ; witneſſe the we- 
ſtern MAH ain modes v2 gy excluſion of the Kings In- 
tereſt our of the quarrell of the Defenſive War, before avy ad- 
vice or ſentence given therenpon,or once ſought from any Pub- 
lick Tudicatery. 
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He matter of moſt publick and greateſt concernment 

T tic he alleadges, they rake*upen them to determine 
was, the excluſion f the Kings intereſt out of the quaxrell of 
the defenſine War, before any advice or ſontenco given there- 
ypon , or once ſought from any publickh Judicatery , bur 
they did not determine the excluſion of the Kings intereſt out of 
the quarrel! of the defenſive war, otherwiſe then it had been be- 
_ fore that time determined, both by Church and State, by their 
joynt Declarations at the Weſt Church of the date 1 3.of «ug. 
1650. which at the ung of the contriving of the Remonſtrance, 
was ſtanding unrepealed, and to which there was the more rea- 
ſon then to adhere, becauſe the King had deſerec# the Pub- 
tick Counſels of the Kingdom, and joyned himſelf ro the Malig- 
nant party. I know there are two things here alledged: 1. That 
that Declaration at the Weſt Church was repealed, by the Kings 
ſubſcriving the Declaration emitted by him at D #mfermelmg, 
3 litle thereafter. 2+ That the Remonſtrance gocs a greater 
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lengeh in excluding the Kings Intereſt, then that-Declaration - | : 
at the Welt Church. To the firſt -of theſe 1 anſwer, that the 2 
Kings emitting of his Declaration did not in the. Judgement of wo 
the Commitree of Eitates, ahd Commiſlion of the Charch, re- 
peal the other ; and chcrefore the other Declaration had been 
ſent untothe Engliſh Army, before the King did emit his Decla- 
ration; ſo after that, upon the emitting and ſending thereof to 
the Generall of the Engliſh Forces, he did make a return , im 
porting their ſenſe thereupon. The other Declaration at the 
Weſt Kirk, with 2 Letter, was ſentback, intimating, that we 
did {till adhere Unto, and intend to fight upon that ſtate of quar= 
rell-contained therin ; to the other it was ofgen offered by theſe 
who came from the Weſt; chat if there was any thing in the Re- 
monſtrance that ſeemed to go a greater lengthun that particular | 
then the Declaration as the Weſt Church had done, they were —1 
willing to<xplain it, and to fight on that ſtare of the quarrel! 
chat was contained in that Declaration, without adding, alrering, 
or diminiſhing, but that was nor accepted of, and order was gi- 
ven a litle thereafter to Colonell Rebers MMonntgomery to defire 
or force them in the Welt to joyn ander him , and fight for the 
Kings intereſt in all his Dominions, as afterwards the Mceri 
"EY art Daxdeer did ratificall che proceedings of the former Commi 
fion excepting that Declaration of the 13. of 4ug»ft, which 
235 it did inſinuate a tacite condemning thereof, and of that tare 
of our quarrel} and caufe, upon which we have foughe theſe x 3. 
rs paſt, fo did it infinuate anew ſtate of quarrel in order ta 
the Kings mecreſt. | 


VINDICATION. 


Ifthly, emirring cauſes of a Publick faſt, and ſending them 

abroad to all the Presbyterios and Congregations of the 
Kingdom, _— privace men, and nov having Authority, 
nor being 4 Publich 7 ndibarory, witnefſe the Faſt eppoimed, and 
Cauſes thereof emitted from Striveling the 1. September 165 0. 
wherein take theſe things ta canjideration, 1. The Meeting that 
emnvitted thaſe Canſer were ve Publick, Frdicatorie, but ſome 
mentors af thn Precbytery of the: fr my, and' ſome of the Coms- 


m1ſcroners, 


 mi/tioners, "2. That ſuniry godly and underſtanding men in 
that Meeting earneſtly endeavoured that tondeſcending upon 
Pubii h Canſes of the wrath of God manifeſted in that defare at 
Dumbar, 4s Caufes of a Faſt might be delayed untill the-week. 
next following, that there might be a full Meeting of the Cam- 
miſſion conveenea together, ro go about that purpoſe With Au 
thority, and more deliberation, but were born doWn by the vehe- 
mency, and head-ftrong forWardneſſe of ſome who are chief men 
in thu Proteſtation, prof: ſſing /o much reſpelt to the eftabliſhed 
I of this Kirk, '3. That there Was no neceſſity of 
afte in emittirg particular Canſes ( there Was rather much 
danger in doing it xgpon [0 fhort deliberation ) ſeing the publick. 
calamity, and knoWn publick ſins Was canſes evident enough to 
all, of humiliation for the preſent, and Within lefſe then eight 
dayes, a Meeting of the ( ommiſrion might have been conveened 
( as 5t was de facto conveened, Within that ſpace) to condeſcend 
wpon particulars ; all th:ſe things being conſidered, was it no# 
uſur pation amd contempr of lawfull «Authority, and the Govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed tn thuKirk,to ſay that the Commiſion at their 
Meeting Which followed, aid approve of the cauſes emitted by 
them, it doth not avail teclear them from uſurpation and con- 
rempr of rhe Government , for to ſay nothing of that that the 
Commiſion did both alter ſomethings in them, and adde tochem, 
abowt recommending prayer for the King ( as Well as monrning 
for hu ſins ) in the humiliation, Which was ſeemed to have been 
purpoſely left out, as appeared by the debate made about it, when © 
it Was mention:d and deſired in the Commiſion for the (pace of 
half an hour at leaft, by Mr. James Guthric, and the Regiſter, 
to (ay nothing of this, that which the ( ommi/110u approved was 
the matter of theſe cauſes, and not the way of emiſcion, where- 
with many of the Commiſion ſhewed themſelves exceedingly 
as/-ſatisficd, as a prattice Without example, and a preparative 
tending to the overthrow of the Authority of Government, but 
did ferbear to challenge it at that time for peace ſake. 


Review. 

Here is a great deal adoe here for little or nothing , whic 

T fa, that chere muſt be ſome myſtery in the bortom _> 
ore 
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fore I come to diſcover it, I ſhall Cord anſwer to the particulars ' 
alledged; Firſt by a narration of the Hiſtory, as it was in matter 
of fact, and then by taking off the things which are challenged 
by the Author: Our. Army being defeat at D#mbar upou the 
Tueſday morning , and ſome of the ſcattered Forces having re- 
tired-towards Striveling in the end of that week, a confiderable 
number of the members of the Commiſſion ,and Presbytery with 
the Army did meet there, to take 1n conſideration what 
was fit for them to do in that juncture of time & affairs, and after 
mucuall debate and advice, finding that in ali appearance rhey 
might be driven from thence, and ſcattered one from: 'ano- 
ther very ſuddenly, the Town then nor being fenced, nor any 
furniture or proviſion in it, nor we having any bodie of ſtanding 
Forces in the fields to interpoſe betwixt the Town and the Erie- 
my , and the hand of God laying heavy and fore upon the 
Army, and upon the whole Land , by that dreadfull ſtroak at 
Dumbar; they chought it expedient that there being one or two 
wanting to make a Quorum of the Commiſſion, and theſe of the 
Commullion wlro were preſent being alſo members of the Presby=. 
eery of cheArmy,and ſundry otherMiniſters who were alſo mem- 
bers of that Presbytery being preſent, that they ſhould ſer down 
the heads of theſe things for wh'ch( 3s they conceived)the Lord 
had ſmitten us,8 ſend them abroad to the Presbyreries through- 
out the land, with a Letter written from thePresbytery of theAr- 
my,not injoining them as cauſes of a humiliation to be keeped by 
any Authority,bur humbly repreſenting chem as their thoughts 'n 
ſo ſad a time,and deſiring their brethren xo join in a publick Fait 
and humiliation thereupon ; What uſurpation' or contempriof 
lawfill Authority and the government eſtabliſhed in this Church 
was here? As to the things challenged by the Author, - they did 
not aſſume to themſelves any authority, bne onely write their 
humble advice, as their Letcer did humbly ſhew, and this chey 
might do; yea, it was expedicnt for them to do it, as things then 
Rood; neivher were they ſo private as the Author infinuares ; 
theAuthor ſpeaks a licrle diminurively of them,when he cals rhera 
ſome members of the Commiſſion, -and ſome members of the 
Presbytery of the Army ;there wanted bur one or two of a Quo- 
rum of the Commuilion, and, the Presbycery of the Army was 
| ' numerous 
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numerous and yell conveened , as many certainly as gave them - 
power to At #2 any thing that was fit for che Presbyrery to 
meddic wah. Theſe ſundry godly and underſtandg amen of 
whonhe {peaks who were for a delay, wete but a. few, and 
when the reſt of ther Brechren did nor finde it expedient, they 
did not erter any diflenr, wh:ch belke they would have done if 
they had thoughr it a bufin:s of any ſuch conſequence as the Au- 
thor would ow make it, when he ſayeth, rbey. were born down 
by the head ſtrong forwardneſſe of [ome , profeſcing ſo much re- 
ſpeft ro the eſtabliſhed government of thu Church: He doth but 
ſhew himſelf like the man who wanting berter weapons, did 
throw fearhers at his adverſary, which did manifelt a grear deal 
of defire to reach blows but drew no bloud ; all the Proteſters 
who were then preſent were two or three at moſt, and they had 
ng more voices but their own ; but it- feems that in ſome:meys 
judgement, where ever any Proteſters are they muſt bear the 
blame of all the things that are conceived to be done amifſe, -As 
to the next, therc wav a neceſfity , becauſe there was no appear- 
ance that they would ger leave to ſtay together for ro meet with 
any conveniency for a long timethereafter , ler be that che Com- 
mffion might mcer within cight dayes as the Author aſſerts. Ir 
will be acknowledged by ſuch as knew the truth, - that if che 
Engliſh had at zvy time within cight dayes after D-«mbar either 
adyanced with their whole Army , or ſent any conſiderable part 
thereof to Striveling, they had in all appearance gained that 
Place, and ſo made an caſie paſſe for- themſelves to overrun the 
whole Land, and was it not every bodies fear that they ſhould' 
ſo have done at that time; yea, did-noe all of us many time bleſſe 
God that they did it not: And what could be the danger of 
emitting thefe'cauſes by way of humble deſire, and brotherly re- 
10n;- ſeirg they did' medle with nothing but that which 
was palpable and manifeſt; yea, which for che matrer had been 
condeſcended upon by the Commiſſion , before that time, and 
was { as the Author himſelf ackr.owledgetl: ) och as the Com- 
- miffion did at their next Meeting approve ; the onely thing that 
had any ſhadow of newneſs in it,was that of the crooked and pre- 
cip:rant wayes that had been taken for carrying on the Treaty 
with the King, but neither was that new , becauſe the _ 
Mullon 
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miſſion at Edinburgh, before the Kings hotre comming, Kd 


in 2rvery large Las to the Commyſſioners at Hollans,, holden 
7 


forth their great diſ-ſatisfatjon wit h the Proceedings of that 
Treaty 10 many particulars; 2nd the Commitsion at Lesch, be- 
fore the defeat at "Dumber, had aiflo holden foith the Malig- 
nant deſign that was then carryed on, and had given 1! in as 2 
ublick cauſe of hum:lation to the Committee of Eftates. It is 
true that the Cowmilſion was. de fats conveened with:ngight 
dayes, but as we have alrcady fa1g: le was not propable at the © 

time of emitting theſc cauſcs, that it ſhould fo have been; and; 
I pray the Author or any rational] wen foberly, to think what 
mor ive but the ſenſe of ducty, and the preſſing expediencic of 
the thing ſhould have induecd theſe Proteſters cf whom he 
ſpeaks to be ſo headſtrong and forward, to anticipate the Meets 
ing of th: Commiſſion, ſeing they had ground to think, that 
the Commiſlion at their Mecting were like to condeſcend on 
theſe things as cauſes of Gods wrath , which was verified 
thereafter, by the approving thereof; bur che Author tcls us 
that the Con-miſſion did-oth alter ſomcrytat: (of which T 
hill afterwards ſpeak, and adde ſome thing; 'to jvit, a Polt- 
ſcript, recommending prayer for the King z aſwell as monrg- 
inafe: h:s ſfios, which by the debate that was made againſt it by 
Mr. fames Guthrie and the Regiſter, for the ipace of half an 
hour ( a5 he {ayeth \ ſeemed to mk pak purpoſely left out,and 
that which the CommiMon approved was the matter of theſe 
cauſes, and not the way of ea:ifsian, wherewith maoy of the 
Commitſgion ſhewed themſclvesdi(-ſatisfied a5 8 practice with- 
out example, anJ4 a preparative tending tothe overthrow. of 
the Government. The Commiſion did indged addethar poſt 
{cript CONC. coung prayer, for the King, 2g3inft. the expediency 
of which addition to, be made at thar canes, Mr; 7ames Guihbrie 
and the Regiſter did for a 1i-tle debate, haw the Author ſhould 
know ſo cxaQly th= meaſure of the time, I leave it For himielf to 
anſwer, the ground of their ſo dving was not that whichihe 
alledgeth; the Regiſter haib mary living witnedſes that he was 
no adverts: yo praying tor the King; aud Mr. James Guthric 
| having kecped that humiliation publickly .jn the Congregation 
at Ser6veling, before the Compiling d:d.-mect or make any 
{ir h 
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ſuch additiorf, did pray For the King, and ' why ſhould they - 


hayc oppoſcd that which was their own practice; the Author 
1s 2 little beyond due bounds, when he ſayeth, ir /eems to have 
been lef* our of purpoſe, their debating againſt the adJing of i 
was, becauſe at firſt they did nor conecive that there was ay 
neceſsry to make an exyreſic and diftint A; ticie of that, more 
th-n of many other things which we were no lefſs bound to 
pray fr, it being a thing {.» obvious, common and ordinary, and 
that now to adde it was to mig'it-r occalien without Eround, 
*to mak* others conceive rhat'it had been indeed forme: ly !cft 


out of purpoſe, and {» to raiſe need! Ve-jealouſics and ſupitions 


of ſome, as being diſaff ted tothe K-ng. Next, be+auie th: y 
took it to beircluded in the cauſes fo mer'y emitted, chough 
not expr (y; yet ſoxs might be memorandum enoy;h for de- 
cerning m1 got to omit ic ; he that mourneth rightiy fir the 
K'ogs fins, will alfo be an 1atere:flor to'TG'id for hin, to be- 
ſow upon him the contrary graces and vertyee. I ſhall not de- 
bate with the Author wh-ther the Commilſsio: did ap>rove 
only the matter; or allo the way of emifsion of thele caules; 
ſure I am, they di not cendemn the way'of emiſtion, 'and if 
he (fall bepleaſeTto look upon the*tenour of the Litrer that at 
that time was written by the Commiſsion to the ſeveral! Preſ- 
/ byteries, wherein theſc 7 I ar2 mentined , he Wil] finile 

fomethin? thattooks towards an approyivg of the way of cmil- 

fion as\well as of the thatcer; \t'is'trhe that fomeofrh- ©mmiſ< 
fion ſh-wed themilc Ives cxcecdingly dil-ſatisfied; ,yca,more ex- 
celingly then ws fit and beſceming their place and parts, or 
the graviy of fuch'# meeting, but they were bit ſome #1d not 
many ;; *if-it- ; ci rein without example ,'it had alſo a 
gronnd* wit hoat” exteiphe:: but” if the Author ſhall be pleat- 
ed to" pernfe” the* Regiſters' of the Charth,, I believe that 
he ſhall finde examples of particular Presbyteries ſending 
therr advice abroad concerning c :nfes of a publi k humiliatien, 
and that the members of ch: Commiſion io things thar were 
cleir #n1unqueſtionable,' and:could not adrhit of a {elay, have 
ſometinles when they warited one or two of carb done 
ſome things of publick concernment'; let him lou upon che 


Regilters of the Presbyterte of Edinburgh, and of the Com- | 
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uponit as impartially as 1 can, I know that he formerly called it 
an utfurpatiun, ard if it had been ſo, there were tome! ground 


for this new charge, but I cruſt, 1 have ſufhc/ently vindicated: 


it fom uſurpation, and thereforc there is nothing brought t hat; 
can bear the weight of ths : But fer the diſcovering ef i he mi- 
ſtery of all this uſinefſe, upon which ſo great a fireſſe 15 laid, I 
deſire the Reader to be ir formed, that when thele cauſes ct hu- 
ml:ation were fi ft {entabroad , one cf rhe Commits oners of 
the Church who had been imployed in Ho/land in the matter of 
the Treaty with the King, concerving that his. carriage in that 
imoloyment was refſe@ted upow 1n that ariicle}*wh:ch ſpeaks 
of the crooked and precipitant wayes that were taken for carry- 


ing «n the Treaty with the King, as one of the cauſes for wh-ch. 


the Land ought tro be humbled ; he. did | take it fo impatiently; 
that not only 4id he detlare that he could not read theſe caules 
a5 they were firſt emitted, and that if they ſhould be read in the 
Congregation, wherein he had charge,he behoved to make ſome 
Proteſtation or bear ſome teſtimony againſt them; but aiſo when 
hecame to th:Commiſsion didſharply chalengethe'wiy of emit- 
ing of them;the want of anzrticlcrelat ng to prayer for theKing, 
and that Article concerning thetreaty,as refleRting upon the car- 
riage of theCommiſsioners of the Church imployed in Holland 
in that buſigeſle,becauſe tbe Article as it was firſt emitted, did 
mention thc crooked and precipitant wayes that were taken by 
ſundry for carrying on of the Treaty , without reltrifing the 
ſame to'our Stateſmen , therefore for peace fake, ' and to give 


him ſatisfaction, a P. ſtſcript was added to theLetter whichwas -. 


at that time written by the Commiſion, and ſent to Prebyteries 
concerning praye f.'r the King. and th: Ariicle concerning the 
Treaty with the King was ſomewiat alterett by reſtrifting the 
ſundry that are ſpoken therein to ſ11+''ry ct ourſtateſmen, whe e- 


as betore it was indefinite, and withuut ary (auch reltrict.on;zand * 
theſe arc the ad«itions and alterations that he tpeaks of. 1 write | 


not theſe things tor leſning the credite and reputation of that 
perſon, or bearing upon him moreghen upon others , any pir- 
ticular guilt in the matter of the Treaty, but for vhe truthes lake 

k 2 and 


t Thatit was © preparative tending 
to the overthrow .of government ; 1 cannot ſee when T look. 


«:. 


aod that he'may be exhorted to conſider yet wrnin, whether the 

zeal of his own credite, which many times byalles the ſpriies e= - 

ven of goad men, have not too too much ingaged himin the de- 

fenceof that bufinefle, and in exaggeratingand challengiog every 

thing that ſeems in the leaſt mjeature to refiet on. the fame, 

which he hath the more reaſon todo, not onely becaule it is 

ingraven on the hearts of the generality of the godly jn the 

Lind, 8s with a pen of iron, and with the poirt of a Diamond, 

that this Land, and eſpecially the Rulers and Mintters thereof, 

have tinned « great fin in that matter 6f the Treaty with the 

King; but alſo becauſe ſund:y of the precious and god'y men 

who were with him imploy<d in that matter, do bear ſuch a 

conviction of the guiltinetie theravt upon their (pir:ts,that they 

arenot like to forget 1t whiilt they live, and ſome of thoſe who 

were wolt active and forward in the 'bulinete, being now ta- 

Ken out of the land ef the living, did upon their death bed con- 

fefſe their guiltineſſe m chis thing , and ſaiity bewoaned it be= 

fore the Lord in the hearing of fait hfull witnefſes who do bear 

record of it, I know that theſe things are no rule to hum, but 

b they may, and I hope ſhall*provoke him to ſearch this thang, 
R and hun{elf thereio agein and again. 


VINDICA4AT ION. 


Isthly, Suffering ſome in their publick Meeting at Edin- 
3:90 Tat to [olemn Declaration aud oath made, both 
| _ iw.0ur N ationall Covenant and Solemn League and Covenant, 
» by writ , torepreſent this as 4 main cauſe of wrath upon the 
Land,that we bad bound and engaged our ſelves ro Precbyteri- 
«ll Government, Without any cenſure paſſed upon the [aid ÞPa- 
per or teftumony given againſt it to this day, though now it be 

going abroad 1n Pris. : 


Rzv 1s w. 
He Meeting at Zdi*bwrgh.- did not omit any thing that 
was 1n their power , for the hindering of the giving in of 
thit Paper,fuch of them as heard of it before it came inſhew- 
ed a great diſlike of it, aud deale as ſeriouſly as they covid with 
| | the 
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came in the Meeting thew their diſl-ke of it, and did appoiat 
fome of their number to confer with him about it ; who did 
accordingly confer. with\hico,and endeavour to-inforn him of. 
the errsrs contained therein . and in the Cauſes of. the Lords; 
wrath which were condeſccnded ppon by che Mecting t:the 
ſame time; chey did give a teſtimony againſt the metter of the 
errors containcd im that Paper, hough thy did not exprefie the 
' particular words and articles thercof , concerving it not fit ſa 
to doyſeeing the Paper was not then publick that it atrerwards: 
came in publick,was contrary to their defices and endeavors, & 
alle cothe knowledge & intention of him who gave it init we 
may truſt his own teltimony,whichI believe theAuthor wil not 
queſtion in matters of fa&t. But the Author Rumbles at thisgthat 
we have given no teii;mony ayarntt it to this day : If he hath- 
read the teſtimonies which we have fiace that r1ine given .6> 
gainſt all things in that kind, that my import any prejudice 
toPcesbyteriall Government , or to any part of the Doctrine, 
Worlhip, Diſcipline anu Government of the Church of Scor- 
land,he doth us wrong to write ſo;'& if he hath not read them, 
then be ſhall be pleaſed te doit 4 | hope in this he ſhal receive 
ſatisfaction ; It becometh us not to boaſt of any thing that we 
do,it is through grace,and not of our (elves; but when grounds - 
lets imputations are born upon us , terender the integrity of 
our Profeffion iuſpefted_, indift: rent men will bear with us « 
liefle in our folly + it we ſoy that in this. day of temptation 
we have oot been behind the greateft Zealots for the Publick. 
Reſolutions, in beariag teſtimony far the Dorine, Worllp, 
Diicipline and Government of the ChucCh of Scorland. , and 
fer 411 things relating.co our Rehgion 2ad-Livercy,and yet-not 
we,bot rhe grace of God in us. Sims 


VinDIiCATION, 


Cr_—t raking upen them judicially ro determine a Gege> 
J rall Aembly converned, continued ond cloſed, to be anune 
laWfull confticuve e Aſſembly , and jndicially troFondemvue the 
ets thereof, Which no poWer on carth contd de, inferiovr to 
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atother Gen; fſembly, PUP UE es unto themſelves the auths- 
- rity of a Publick Fudicatory in the Kirk, as havingConmiſcion 
from another prioreAſſembly, before it was examined and weter- 
mined by a judge competent, whether the interueening Aſſembly, 
(Whoſe meeting if lawfull, did extinguifh all Commija10n fron 
a prior A[sembly) Was laWfull conſtitute er nat, all the world 
ſhal not be able to clear this from u[urpation.l ſhal adde nemore 
inflances to this purpoſe, though I might aed: not a few, and as 
for theſe] have brewght,theReader may percerve that they donot 
belong divetHy and formally #0 the matter of the oo ſtony wm 
controver fie between rhe Proteſting Brethren,andtbe late Judi- 
Catoriesof the Kirk, but that they are (mph as ſuppo/e the late 
Jmdicatories had gone wrong tn (ome of theſe matters in con- 
troverſie, yet they can never be cleared from contempt and 
wronging of the eſtabliſhed Government ef this Kirk, Which in 
thesr carriage'to the General Aſſembly did appear which was not 
ſtraight and according to their Profeſsion and the eftabliſhed 
government, / leave it to be judged by what followerh in the 
examination of the Reaſons they alleadge for whar they dia, 


R uvV1IE We 


Shall not debate with the Author , whether they-have ta- 

ken upon them judicially to determine the-nuliity of the 
Aſſembly at St. Andrews and Dwunace,, and judicially to:con+ 
demae the Acts thereot, thonzlyhe take it for granted, it may 
be Thet he 1ave ſome diffi-ulry to prove. it from any deed of 
theirs ; but the hinge of this whole buſineſle in reference. to 
thatAflembly and the Afts thereof, and the letting up and pro- 
ceeding of ch: 'Commilsion of the-Prior Aﬀſembly of the year 
1650. is i11 this, wh-ther that Meeting at St Andrews was a 
lawfull free Generall Aſſembly ; for if it was not fo, then was 
it null «6 5»:r:0,and the Commithon of the prior Aſſembly are 
full in power ; and therefore are not guil:y of uſurpation, or of 
thepſuming of any authority , which is not/ competent- for 
themnybut dognly exerciſe that which was given. them, where- 
ofthey haveſtilithe jult poſleflion;zand the caſe being thus,as I 


hope 1t ſhall be made to appear, notwuhſtanding of. auy thing 
the 
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the Anthor harh ſaid to NE LATER not the Com- 
mon being wlexriy conviticed vpon good griunds,ef the/un- 
lawfulnefle,unfreedome and corruptiitfie of that Meeting ,- and 
the AR+ thereof, withthe ad vice of divefſe Miniſters (fromeſe- 
verall parts of the Land , agree upon this az one of th«- Cauſes 
of the Lords contreverſic,” and offer and adviſe the fame to be 
made uſe of y «li thi Lords people in this Land Was its fault 
in our ne1+ c: forming fore-fathers', to bears teſtimony, and 
give: a wiginr nt 2gaimit che fix:corruvt 'Aﬀemblies aud to 
reckon thite Ailemblies among-the. fins and puiltinefle *of the 
Land,and to denre th. Land to be humbled for them. If any of 
the Pres byteries of thee times did paſſe a Frestyteriall judg- 
ment and icnt-nce upon the nul/ity of x0 of thoſe Aſſemblies, 
and the n'quiy of ther ARts,cil they wrong in fo do16g?. and 
was.th1s more ther any powcr on earch eoult do that +$ infe» 
riour to another Ge crail Aflembly 7 It it be thus,the Charth 
is|ketobein an ill caſe, 4f a Generall Aſſembly once go 
wrong. I know that I f-rjour Jucicatoij's have no! power 
overth- Superior , as a Commiſſion or Pre: byti ry over a Ge- 
neralj Aflemh!ybut i his hinders not if avy aflume to rhemiclys 
the name and p:wer cfthe Superior to whom they do nat 
belong, and bv the pretenied authority thereof make- unjuſt 
Ads; but the Inf. riour v ay from th- Word of God, ,und from 
the Acts ano Conticutions of the Church ,.declar- the nullity 
of ih: ſe pewer$s,and the iniquity of theſe 'AAs.:; The - Author 
hath tau. ht us\r hat an Aﬀcn bly both; wrong conſtitute and er- 
_ ring,or only wrong conſtitute, 1s to other waycs an 4 wu. 

then « painted Man is # Man ; and it cao be ne great fault for 
any | ving Marte diſcover the d: ceit of an Image, that otbers 
be not deceivedthercty, He infinuates,that he cevld adde mo 
inſtances not a fow :; #45 like that he hath brought for htheſe 
in which he conceived the grentelt weight tolye ; and if th. fe 
being wei.ched inthe ba lance be found lighr , we need not be 
afraid of what is yet 15 his rrealure. © He ſaith true,thit chein- 
flances-which be ha h brou; ht, doth not be'our ff rioaly and 
ditecR!y to the matter in quiltion,. but -” hath fetched a great 
compaſs to get them in,fuppoling by't heſe things to reach fore 


blowcs to the Profcflions of the Proteliers, aud io dilcover the 
: f hypocriſie 
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hypocrifie thereof; but how he hath proven'his alleadg eance, 
I leave it to10d;ffcrent men to zadge, who may alſo give fen- 
tence of their carriage tEvhe Generall Aﬀembly, after the per- 
ulall of his Vindication and this Review. | 


-VINDICATI 0 N. 
Heir next pretention or profeſſion is, that they look upay the 
preſent liforencrs of the Lords ſervants of abe Muniftery, 
as one of the greateſt tokens of the Lord bu indignation againſt 
this Kirk, and that they hold it their dnt) ro be LowbledSefore 
the Lord in the ſenſe thereof, and by all lawful and ſure means, 
within the compaſs of their poWer aud ftation, ts exdeavenr the 
remedy. Perily , theſe & nr ſo to be looked upon, he- 
Canſe of the anger of the Lord, thu Land is darkened ; 4 
man ſparech not bis brother, Ephraim i againſt Manaſkch, and 
Manailch 4g ixft Ephraim,axd both againff Judah Lnd as al 
the Lords People and ſervants in the Land have cauſe to be 
bumbled before the Lord in the ſenſe thereof , ſo, ſome of theſe 
Brethrentn 4 | om Way , 4s being the main cAuthors and 
prometers of theſe rents and diviſions. Let impartiall men look, 
back ard conſider the beginning and progreſſe;and every ftep of 
tht preſens diviſions in this Kirk and Kingdom, ſince the defeat 
at Dunbar aud ſee Who bave been the prime Agents thereof : 
ſhall bur point at ſore particulars, who were they who after the 
defrar at Danbar divided one parr of the remnant of the Army 
from the other (Which was the firſt appearing ſtrep of aur divs- 
Sons) and Would never ſuffer them to joyn ard unite together 
ag ain, was not the contriving of the Weſtern Remonſtrance the 
next fep of our diviſion, and of it ſelf a moſt diviſive courſe, as 
Containing poſurive determination; of matters of publick and 
bighconcernment,+ conderwning approve yublick At»,not or= 
ly-of the State but alſo of the Grn.e.45 ſembly by private men, 
Wirbent any advice had or ſought from the Publick Juiigate- 
Ties either of Kirk or State; yea, contratning alſo 1h the claje 
thereef , « bond engaging themſelver to proſecute the 'matzers 
that Remonſtrance according to their poWer, aching jbdged 
always in this K iv kh wot divifive thing for avy privat men to 
do by themſelves. Was it nor {ome of theſe Brethren, who when - 
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the Conference was at. Petrth ah the Remoniiranice oppoſed 
by all means conjuntiom iwith'thi diſtralted Forces of the 
Kingd om, and When i4p ai propened in the Conference, if they 
injoying their own judgement concerning the diſ-owning of thy 
Kings Inereſt, 36t wpon other grounds of the quarrel; Whereip 
they agreed With: the reS} of che Kingdom, wanld jozn With 
the reſt of the Forces for defence againſt the common ; Enemy, 
414 not ſome publickly. and plainly profeſſezthat they could not, 
 andibey would not joyn: Are not theſeBrethren the men(thar be- 
cauſe the ſenſe given upon the Weſtern Remonſtrance , though 
the mieſt moderate, aud With,neuchtenderneſſe and reſpe(t of the 
perſons baving band in it )with-drew them(elues:in. a meſt tur 
multuom and diſorderly way,never daigning themſelves to come 
ro the Meeting thereafter, which was the next ſtep of owr divi- 
ſong, Wagit nt 4 diviſive contle, Whmaahe Relolotions men 
riven to the Parliaments popare, .concerying perſons fer tobe 
employed in the defence of their Conntreyg preſently to emit and 
ſpread Papers through the Cointrey ( under pretence of, Wri- 
ting them onely as Letters to the Commiſcion, expreſſing. their 
[cruples) condemning the [aid Reſoliitions, as adefettion from 
the => and former principles. , [uppeſe \rhey theught, tn 
their Conſciences theſe Reſolutions 20 be (uchz 344, ſuppoſe that 
really they bad contained ſome. matier of that kind, that their 
Commiſſion had erred ('as poappr.Fft labi)y&t they ſpall ne- 
ver bt able to clear themſelves before indifferent. Tudges , and 
impartial of diviſive walking, in diſdajning to come andpro- 
pore their dexbts and reaſons againit that Reſolution ; in an a- 
micable and modeſt way in the Commiſſion is [elf, . and taking 
ſuch a way of Writing and ſending abroad teſtimonies ( as they 
called them anengf themſelves , peremptorily condemning, 
.tradacing,and tending to the rengr ing otiont, honeſt, faithfull 
and godly Brethren,and agenting as diligently as they..conld, ta 
induce ethers through the Countrey to 4 rhe he. Many. other 
inſtances,or divers motions may be given, but by this much let 


* any man judge, if they have not cauſe to be deeply bumbled for. 


the diviſions in the Land amongſt the Lords ſervants... 


& _—_— 
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'IT Shall not deny-, but ſome of theſe Brethren have in a ſpe- 
'ciall way , pm for the ow of the 
Land ,' us they are thorighteous ments of the Lord 
horde a liekrhare been greater then the fins of many nt 
ther am I fo zealous of their credit, 8s to ſay, that nocircum- 
ſtance of theircarriage in theſe things, could have been better 
ordered, they are but poor weak men, compaſled with-many 
infirmities, and fubze&to the like paſſions with others ; bur 
that they bave reaſon to be humbled in a ſpeciall way, , upon 
the accompt of being the Authors , let be the main Authors 
and promovers of theſc revts and divifions, is a groundlefſe ai:d 
unjuſt charge, which no man is abie to make out; th- Author 
doth either unknowingly or willingly miftzke in_that which 
he calls the fir ff tep of the divefions,to wit, the dividing of one 
part ofthe remnant ofthe Army from the Army, by th.ſc Bre- 
- thren: Theſe Gentlemen who did remove from Srer/in 1me 
mediatly after Dw1#bar, unto the Welt, did gothither by the 
order and approbation of the Committee of Eftates , who did 
a)ſo appoim the'Leevies of the Welt,and their CoaduRters,aud 
tefigned their work to them from time to time, az can be made 
good by many Ads an\J Letters , uader the Lord Chanceltour 
and Clerk of the Committees hand gand they we'e therein alſo. 
countenanced by the Commiſfion of the Church, who wrote 
fo them fortherr encotyugniiens - yea, it was the counſ.11 of 
{ome of thefe who were chief ia the Aﬀembly at D«»dec,thu 
theſe Gcnttemen weot Welt. That they did not joya with 
the rett of the Forces of the Kingdom, was, becauſe it was re- 
fuſed to ſtate the War 23 it was formerly ſtated by the Decla-- 
tion of the Church and State onthe 1 3+ of Angaft, 1650. and 
to ſatisfic them in the conduftof the Army, by appointing a 
mar'quah:fic> 3ecordin2 to the ſokemn Engagement , to lead 
the Forces. What be ſayeth ofthe Remontirance ,which he 
calls the next ſtep of our diviſion, isantwered already , except 
thu which he aticadges, that it doth in the clofe thereof con- 
tain a bond , cngaging themſelves to proſecute the marrers of 


that Remonltrance,according to their power, which hath been 
ES often 


often cleared by-themſelvis, kw i did cavtain no new bond 


to any new-thing, bue 8 declaration of chair reſolutions to kee 

their former bonds and yy as ene al in teſtimony whetegf, 
they were willing;andalid often offer to explain thoir meaning 
ene? aro , forthe ſativfaſtion of theſe who: doubred 
thereof; He doth ( underfavour) make 8 yery Jaw e r6lption 
of che Conference at Pearih, Itithatco ference thele Geatle- 
men and Miniſters wha were {ent trom the Welt,did often de» 
elare , that they were williog co.fight 'upon that flate of che 
quarrelt holdenforth in the Declaration of the 13.Auguſt,and 
to joyn under the icading Officer of the Forces of the King- 
dom, providing that he werez man qualified accordin; ro the 


folemn Engagement to dutzes,to wit, of a blameleſſe and Chris 


Rian converſation, and of unqueltjonable integrity, and aff-Ri- 
an to the Cauſe of God; In veither of which, (atisfaRtion was 
offered unto them, and therefore it is no wonder though thep 
had refuſed to hearken to the Propoſktion - which the Agthor 


ſpeaks of. What he layeth of their with-drawing themſclves 


from the Commiſſion, apon occaſion of condemning the Re- 
moaltrance,und of their not-daigning to-come agaiv, I have 8l- 
ready anſwered ſomewhat unto it,aod hall anfwer more here- 
afrer. For clearing of that which concerns che Letcers written 
tothe Commiſſion, and teſtimonies given againſt the Commil- 
fions Anſwer to the Parliaments Quare, I (hall fiſt ſet down 
ſome thing ofthe matter of taR,then ani{wer ſhortly to what 
the Author ſayerh. 2s: that the Party of Malignans and di(- 
acted men 1n the Land , who by ſubyiley awe pretences 
had got the power ot the Judieatorics and of the Army in their 
hand, Anus 1648, were defeat at Preffox, the Kingdoine and 
Kirk of Scorland exking in conlideration how- often thiy had 
been deceived by that Party , and bow-.much hed. tinned 
a28inſt God,and ſmarted under his hand by intruſfting of them), 
and complying with them,did.in a folewn publick way confeſs 
this fin, and did ſolemnly before the Lard;engaye the mlelves to 
do no mare fo , but to be carcfull to purge Que all (candelogs 
and malignant men out of the Judicatories and Army; 8nJ.-to 


endeavour that ſuch as was intrakted thereia ,, ſhould be of « 


blamelefle aad Chriſtiane converſation, and of cooltant integri- 
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| | . In orderito this ſolemn 
nfeſsionand engagement, did many Supplications, Warg- 
ings, Rewonſtrances and: Dectarations jflue from the Commit- 
fion of the Church,avd ſeverall Lawes and /Atts from the Pat 
ſrament andCommitree of Eltates;for/purging and keepinz pure 
the Judicatories & theArmy,according towhich,many endea> 
vorrs' were uſed for-patting the ſame 1a execution, which for 
ſome time went on with ſome meaſure of ſucceſſe and bletsing; 
but that fo goed and neceflary-a work, did very ſoon begin:to be 
retarded 'an4 oppoſed;'firit eloſdly,and in an undermining way 
by ſome who did again begin to owne Malignant Intercfts; and 
aft:rwards more openly and avowedly; yet was the fiafulneſſe 
of complying with, and employing that Pariy ſo mnch abbor- 
red and feared by the.Church of Scecland , that no:.onely did 
the Commiilsion of the Generall Aﬀembly of the year 1649. 
aniche Generall Aﬀembjy'icleif 1650. in the very time when 
the Land was invaded by the Engliſh: , declare the employing 
and intrufting of ſuch tobe onlawfull, even-inthe caſe of (car- 
ety of men for the Lands defence, but alſo the Commiſion of 
the Genczall Aſſemblyofthe year 1650. did after the defeat at 


and affe&tion to the Cauſe of C 


" Diwnbar, once and zgain give publick waning to 81} the Land 


to betyarc of complyances with'thatPar'y , 2nd to t»ke heed 
that under a pretence of doing for the Cauſe, and for the King- 
dom, they get not-power and ftrengrh in their hands for ad- 
yanciong and promoting their old malignant delignes;' yea, the 
queſtisn being directly: propounded by the King -ta- the Com- 
million, concerning theemploying of theſe 'men, it was an- 
{werednegatively in a Letter-written to him for that cffeR; 
yet after all this,the Commiſs:on did at an occational'Mceting 
give'that Anſwer to the Parliaments Quezre;by'\which adaor 
was opened tothe ſpeedy taking imand employiog of -all that 


- Party,firſt into the; Army , and then rmto the: Judicatories : 


Concething which-eccaliona)j Mecting , I-defire tobe obſer- 
ved, that notwithſtanding of all that is former)y {a:d, and that 
tt was known that manymembers of the Commiſſion,and many 


"godly Miniiters and Profeflors throughont 'the Lan4,-werein 


ir jadgements oppoſite” te the 'imploying and 1ntruſting-of . 
theſe men, and that the reſolving to imploy them __ _ | 
* aRio.1 


Ly 


matter of great ſtumbling and offcnce, and'that a little before 
that time there had been one or two folemna Mcetings of the 
Commiſſion. and that there, was a 1ct Mecting: of the Com- 
- - miſſion to:be wyhin a'week-or two thereafter, yet. was there 
no mentionof thatouſineſl> in theic ſojemn frequent Meetings, 
and che other {et Meeting was prevented by that occafionall 
M eeting called by the Moderators Letter, . upon the deſire of the 
Parſiament, the leading men whereof at that time haying long 
hunted .aftcr,and carneitly prefled that conjundtion, did then on 
occaſion of the defeat of the Forces at Hawmiltas,. drive it ve- 
* hemently on, under a pretence of neceſſity. and there were 
few above a Quorum. of the Commiltion preſent at-this occa-» 
. Gionall Mectiog, and many of theſe out of the Synod of Fife,- 
- Who had gone tar inthe determination of that buſtizefle in their 
Synod etna that time; neither can it be. alledged truly that 
the reſt of the memba;s of the Commil$ion were advertited to 
keep the Diet, becauſe no advertiſerrent at all. was ſcent .to 
many inth- North, who both might ard ouzhe to have been 
- adrerctiſed; the butineſl= being of {o.great and common con- 
cernment, and ſo much ſcrnpled in conicience; and the adver- 
tifements fbr Sterline,'Dumblane, GlaſgeW,Dambartan,Paſley, 
Hammilton, [rwine, Air, Lanrick and theſe places, whereagreat 
- Man) of the Commilsioners were, and who were molt like to 
ſcrouple at the bilineſle, came but to Ste: {ive on Tuelday about 
ten a C!ock jn the foreneo:1, to keepthe Diet of the Commnſ- 
ſion the next Thurſday thereafter at Pearrh ; and no wan tan 
rat onzlly ſay, that theſe advertiſements could be traoſmicted 
from thence, and the Commilstoners come thereupon timeouſ- 
ly to Pearth within the ſpace of 48. houres,, it. bergnow the 
- Winter ſeaſon, and when the day was about the chorteſt; nay, 
-though conyenicnt ſpeed was uſcd in difpatching theſe Letters 
from Srerline, yet the D et was circumduced bcfore the adver- 
tiſement came to fevcial of the Commilstoners hands: ammnot 


ignorant thar all this js coloured, wich the necelsity of 2 prefent 
| Leavy,becauſc of the defeat of, Orccs at Hammilten, but to 
ſay nuthing; that that ſeems toPreſuppole a determination of 


the gueſtton.in the affirmitive before it was either propoy.,ded- 
| , F Or 


vt oe iS” + TY He = V. Xa 3 NT hee BY OY ak” Go. i it fs ata - NR 4 
4 _ 1 P - 6s”: | Pa 3 . AL; "  . phe iz > bh. 3 R oy ” "x SL Fa s: * 
faRtion given to mens conſciences in the point could not but be 
= gl © * i » 3 & * h p Po NE 


R . OY ; aka dts Rs ran dot te nt bb att + y : ed: a a Ante och; Oh a XL hs ra 
wg F EO Ire OE WHAy EE EY A vo IS PEN > (KR. 2 «AS KO TOR A : © ts _ F.- 4; al SE” 2 ons OE 
oh GY a Ie: nts CR Pr” 5 5; a . % ww 4 

=$ 2 EF A's LA F 4 IS ; De. % - - . FW - 
:6r debuted; neither yet to ſay any thi | ion 
; 
. or de 4 &y ANY Tal $10 tae 1 
- , = [4 ” = N 


ob 
8 +4 


oftoo many whodiadriveon « conjunRtion with the Malignant = 


. party, the neceivity of 'a preſent Leavy was not increaled 


but rother dimmiſhed by the defeat at Hammilcen,if there was 
ſuch a neceſsity,then ſuch a courſe ought to have been taken, as * 
was moſt like to bring the buſineſſe ſooneſt to effet, which was 
to-have done things in a fair way, and after autuall debate and 
advice of all parties having intereſt, and not thus 'to have car- 
riedit without acquainting, let be hearing or ſatisfying of many 
who wcre no lefle interefſed then they, and wham they knew 
to-have many things to objeRagaiaſt the imploying oftheſc 
men; bur after-carriages did make it plainly to appear , that 
there was no ſuch preſzing inprefsions of neceſsity as was pre- 
tended, beeauſe no great ſpeed was made in the Leavies for. 
ſu2dry moneths thereafter; and nothing was acted far a long 
time after the Leavying of the Army, anJ uoti}l the ARof 
Clafſcs was refeinded, yen, and antill th: Generall: Aficmbly 
was fet down to interpone their judgements in #pproving the 
Publick Reſolutions, which was ſix moneths after giving the 
an{wer to the 2 nere; and could not that necelsity hit mit- 
ted of fo many/ moneths before execution, have-admitted of 
ſome wecks before reſolotion. The Commiſsion having thus 
determined in this graveand important caſe,did preſently write 
Letters to Presbyteries,requiring them to concur in their ſtations 
to make the Leavies effeRuall, according to the Ocder and Re- 
ſolutions of the Parliament thereanent; which were founded 
upon the Commiſgions anſwer to the Qnere, wherewith ma- 
ny Presbyteries not bring fatisficd in their conſciences, did 
wrire the ground. of thoir ſtumbling and diſ-ſatisfation 
incheir ſeveral] reſpeRive Letters, and ſene the ſame to the 


| Commilzion by ſome of their own number, which Legters were 


not ſpread abroad before they were communieated ro theCom- 
milsion, and ifth* Commilsion had given «ſatisfying anſwer, 
it is not like that they would have becn ſpread at all, but Preſ- 
byterics being ſtil) prefled ro,gbedience , without ſatisfaRion 
to their Conſcieucecs, they not but make knowa the rea- 
fon of their rcfuſall, leſt they 4 have ſeemed to others to 
be wilfull and obſtinate, that they did amongſt themſelves ul 

* tacem 
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them Teſtimones ( and amongſt others too.)-I- believe it tobe 

true, and that incafe they ſhould not be (ſetisfied, th y did ins 

tend them us ſtanding Teſtimonies ofthcir duty in that particu- 

lar, whichyet they thought more fi todo by Letter then any, 

other more pubhick way, that they a__ therein ſhow them». 

{elves the aiore tender and reſpeAive. of the: Commilsion. That 

thzy condemned the Publick RceioJutions as a defeRtion from 

the Covenant and former Principles, was thae which then Duty * 

and their Conſciences called them unto/; y<t did they no othar e1 

wayes condemn them then. by afſcrting. ther they- conceived @ - 

them: to be fo, of which aſſcrtian they did. give 2 reafon from 

the Word of GoD, and from the Covenant, znd Warnings, 

Declarations and Remonſtrances of this Chu:ch, to whieh 

if the Commifsion had returned a ſatisfatory anſwer , they 

would have been quict and ſaid po more is the buſinefle. That 

they did not come themſclves and propound their doubts was, | 

becauſe they were many ia ſeverall places, whole Preatyreries: 

& ſuch a way #s this ſeemed to them to ſavour rather of tuwy'r 

and faQion th:nthe way which they took, and experience did 

rove,that no great ſatisfaRtion was to be expeted1a that wa 

+ + becauſe when the Miniſters of $19r/in-were:called.by the Com- 

miſsion ta a conference at Ste Andrewani didnot acquietce tw 

be filent & ſay no more againſt the publick reſolutions;theCom- 

wiſs:0a did inform the King, aad Committee of Eſtates there- 

of, who ſent for them to Perth, and. confined: then a moneth 

in that place; and when the Synod of Gla/gow by their Lerters 

torhe Commiſs;on, defired a Conference, no fatisfaRion was: 

obtained ia the poii:t of rhe Publick Reſolations. That they | "7 

did.in theſe things traducc honeſt, godly,and fanthful Brethren 2 

I chunk they may. with rea(on-deny;T hefeLttters comained no= % 

thing that was perlonall, but oply that which: concernedthe KF; + 

matter of cheſe reſolutions, which if it was evill or theſe _ 

B cthrens part who were Authors and abettors. of the fame; 

there is no cauſe to charge thoſe who did endcevour the 

difcovcry thercof as traducers, or as thedocrs. of theſe thinvs 

that tend to render their Brethren. odious. . That they did's- 

gent diligent'y : herough.cheCauntry toinduce vthery-co dv the 

tk e,is more thea the Authgr can:well. prove;but though _ 

| ecn 
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- | been ſo, wastliete fot a cauſeto ſtop” ( ifrhey-could') the be- 
ginoings of back{lidings and defeRions, which is as the break- 
ing outof waters,; therefore are they: well able to clear them- 
Ives before, indiff:rent and impartiall judges of diviſive wal- 
cing in this mattery notwithſtanding of apy thing that is ſaid by 
the; Author inthe comrary.. 4.420199 21} | 
REF: VinNDICATION. 
A-S for their Profeſſions \, by all lawfull and fair means 
wirhin .zhe compaſſe'of their powtr and ſtation to remead 
the diviſions,” It i; the daty indeed of all Who Would prove lie-. 
ly MemberrefCar1sTs body, and tovers of the Proſperity of 
Sion; -and happy were the man that could be the Peace-maker, 
and repairer of our breaches, But if the late and preſent pra- 
ice of theſe our Brethren ds Well agree with Prefſſen, let 
Gop ,: and: inlifferent godly men judge. ] ſtall not now 
inſiſt upon thecarriage:and motions of ſome of ther,in the begin. 
ing of the late Aﬀſembly at St. Andrews ( Which Were by a re- 
verend and judicious godly man, in their own hearing, [aid juſt 
ly to be fiery motions, and peterc jugulum pacis ) nor yet upon 
- the Proteſt ation. ag ainſt.the Aſſembly; as ro this effebt of which 
1 aws now upon, ] ſoall onely fay this for the preſent , had it not 
been a more probable aud Chriſtian like mean for the remeadin 
of the diviſions to bave dealt for a Mectingof judicious and podly 
wen on both fides ( which certainly Was within the compaſſe of 
their power and ſtation) for «a brotherly and amicable confe- 
rence in equal terms about the differencer;thenthey being but the 
oxe ſedegto take xpon them gg cmay of a publick Fudicatorie, 
aniby thewmſelus ſtraight Way to condemn the other ſide as guil- 
ty Carrying 0n 4 courſe of defettion, and that tc te the main 
Cauſe of the Lords Wrarh on the Laud, and t0 go on in that 
continued and aſſumed eAuthority, and alting by vertue there- 
of :(.4s they declare peremptorily they Will do int their anſwer 
iven to the moderat and peaceable Paper ſent to rhem by the Sy- 
zod of Lowthizn in their late Meeting in November ) Whileas 
the moſt part of the . Mimſtery in thy K ingaons cannot in con- 
{cience but give Teſtimony bs this as uſnrpation, which 
me) heightew differences ana render them more incurable ; 
; might 


- 
. 


might not theſe, things have been forborn Without prejudice” 
to themſelves, for peace ſafery,at leaft till that other May Had 
beet eſſayed, 1 ſpeak, vor now of the lawfulneſſe of the late Aſ- 
{embly, or of the P:blick re:olutions, but (upp:ſing the/e mar- 
ters to. be fab ſudice , as they are at moſt betwixt ns and them, 
could there have been a way. more obſtruttive'to union between 
the parites differing, or more effettnall to render the diviſions 
deſperate then for the one party, and that the far lefſe party by 
more ar ten to one to condemn the other in a Publick Way, and 
repreſent them as the maih procurers of the Wrath of G OD 
apen the Land, and ts take upon them 'at their own hand to be 
judges over their Brethren, G O D will not be mock:d, thu is 
not agrecable ro thet Profeſſion 2nd endeavors, by all laWfull 
and fair means io uſe Re medics of Peace, that theſe our Bre- 
ihren Wil do hereafter toWards Peace, 1 Wil not now take upon me 
to predeterminenor #0 prepoſſeſs any with prejudices againſt them; 
many of them [ am peri waded are men fearing God, ind not only 
loving the Peace of $ ton,but alſo are learned and underjianding 
in theſe things that belong to the Peace: of the Kirk, yet cer- 
tainly it is feared by my beth godly and wiſe, that ſome 4- 
; mongſt chem, for all the uſinefe that is made about Conferences 
upon arff-rences ( Which indeed are not t0'be' rejetted, 'but to be 
follewrd by all means ) -ana profeſrions made f aims and deſires 
thereby ro have all diviſions removed, yet hath ns. other prrpoſe 
but ſo far as they can to ſtrengthen their own Way in every point, 
and to fx the diviſion ay rhe moſt part of the Kirk of Scot land, 
the good Lord avert thu, but if this apprar at: liſt , we hope 
that men of under ftanding and-/ ounaneſſe. upon that ſide of che 
differences wil remember and make uje of What they have learn- 
ed and know and have profeſſed concermng the ales Conſts. 
turion and. of [chiſme, and ſeparation agairft independents and 
ſeparatiſt 5 | | 7 
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Here is nothing ſaid here of the Protcſters that dothi 

fringe the integrity of their-Protefiion,ani reſolution by 

all lawful and fair mcans within che compatis of their-pow:rand 
ation to endeavor the reinedy of the diviſions: its rug thacone 

of - 


. 
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of the members of the Commiflion ro whom ldo not deny the 
Teſtimony of a reverend, judicious and godly nian, did call the 
exceptions propounded againſt thoſe members of the Aﬀembly 
Who had been members of the Commiſsion, « firy motion, and - 
ſuch a thing as perit jugulum pacis, which was not then more 
ſharply ſpoken. then it was modeſtly taken ; but to ſay nothing 
that in that particular, he was a party that ſpeaks ſo (pace tents 
virs) there was no juſt reaſon to call it ſo,the exception, bein 
ſo wel grounded as it was. I with the Author may lay as OY 
weight upon the words of that worthy man ia other things con- 
cerning the Publick refolutions,as he doth in that ſpeach of his. 
As to th: Authors diſcourſe concerning their taking upon them 
the Authority of « Pablick Judicatory,and declaring perempto- 
rily that they will ſo do,aud condemning the other hde,they be- 
ing by far che fewer number, and whiteft the matrer was yet 
[nb judice,, when he ſhall be pleaſed to give us an anſwer con- 
cernivg his and other mens taking ppon them to be an Afſ-mbly 
and.to make as not oncly condemning their Brethrens judge- 
ment but al{o cenjuring them with the ſentences of tuſpenfion 
& depoſition,then ſhal an anſwer be given him concermng this, 
If it be ſaid that they werean lawfull. Aſſembly, but the other 
was 00 lawfall Commiſsion, that is the queſtion, and if rruth 
be on. his ſide, as to the freedome and lawfulncſlc of the Aſſem- 
bly what he ſayeth of their ſetting up of the Commilsion harh 
weight; but if that Aﬀembly was no. Aﬀembly,.then was the 
farmer Commiſsion fill Randipg, and they were in no fault to 
convecn and.exerciſethe ſame; it is true thatthe matter is /#b 
udice:bur was not the matter alſo/#6 jwudice betwixt theMecting 
atDaxdce,and theProteſters when that Mecting rookupon them, 
not withſtanding of the Proteſtaion to be an Aﬀdembly, and did 
make as, penn. ſome, and laying an foundatien; for the 
cenſuring of all theſe that ſhoit@refyfe'to acknowledge their 
conſtitutiqu,or after conference oppoſe their As. In anſwer to 
the reſt of his diſcourſe upon this head, I defire-the Readcr to 
_ take notice, ;that after ſeverslLeflayes of « conference with the 

Comwilſsioaby theSynod ofGla/gowtollitle.or uo cifecty at the 
Meeting. at; Sts Afvd-e3vsy theſe who were diflujsfiicd with 
the Pablick reſolutions, did offer to the Meeting 8 humble 
os | ſup- 
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ſapprition , dcfiring thei to forbear' ts-conſtiinte' theth» 
ſelves in an Aſſembly , and to'adjarne he Meering untill 
proceable and fair means Jhould/be vſ:d for compoſing otdif- 

creiices, which was altogether refuſed to beread; then after 
that theMceting had confticate themfelvesin ar Adeably,iewas 
delired by theſe brethren that they wauld'appoime ſome of their 
number to.confer with them abour differences, which was long 
& tenaciouſly oppoſed, as cari ying with it a refletionupon.theſe 
of the Commiſsion who had carried on the Publick Reſolutions; 
and a pgcjudice to the Aﬀembly in judging of theſe refolutions; 
at laſt the reſult was this, that ſach of the'Aſſembly as they de- 
fired to copfer with might ſperk with them, bat that. no par- 
ticular perſen ſhould be nomirated , nor any thing written 
thereof in the minutes of the Aſſembly : In proſecutiop of this 
_ defire, ſome of the unſatisfied Brethren did meet wiktvthe Mo+ 
derator of that Aflembly, and ſome other eminent men mem+ 
bers of the Commiſsion at Mr. Rebert Blair Ws chamber two 
ſeveral dicts, and after ſome conference to and fre,did earneſtly 
beſeech and prefle upon them ( fome with - tears} that they 
would be pleaſcd to be inſtrumental in adjourningthe Aſſembly, 
and in delaying to ratific thePubJickRefolutions; but they were 
not pleaſed to condeſcend ſo much as to undertaketo — 
' totheſe brethren in obtaining their defire,& that night in whi 
the Meeting was adjourned from St. > AmdreWs to Dundee, the 
diſ-ſatisfied Brethren did again pablickly preſſe that the Aﬀen- 
bly migh be adjourned till ſome conſiderable time, nll pains 
might be taken in an amicable way forcompofing of differences, 
which being refufed, they were necefsitzted to Proteſt , as fe- | 
ing no other remedy agai: ſt the current of backſliding notwith- 
ſtanding of this Proteftation, the Meeting at D andee went on, 
not —_ tothe ratifying of the pablick refo]utions,, but tothe 
condemeing of the Proteſtation, cenſuring ef ſome ofthe Pro- 
teſters, and gpaking of Aft declaring all of theſe ceaſurable 
who ſhall not acknowledge their conftitotion, and ſubmitto 
their Ads, and appointing Prexbyteries and ' Synods1n their re- 
ſpeftive bounds to proceed to the executionthereof, and giving 
power to their Commiſsion for that effe& where Presbyteries 
were negligent, What length theie Commiſzjon was gene, ro 
2 watt 
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-whatthey had in confideration NA the Proteſters, when they. * 
wereiterrupted ang brok-n off by the furprizill at El/:oc them- 
ſelves beſt knivw. er that yme the Lord-was pleated to ex- 
erciſc the Lend with fo ſad diſpenſati3ns, as for a goud while 
made ali Publick Meetings of Minifers very dithcult and dan- 
gerous, untill the Countty being ſomewhat quietcd, about the 
midſt of Ofober, theſe who had Proteltcd xgainft the Meeting 
at Sr. Andrews and Dander, as not being a lawfuli and fee 
Generall Aſſembly , with many other Miniſters and Elders 
from ſeverall parts of the Countty, diJ meet at Edinbargh, 
where after ſome dayes ſpent together in Prayer, and Tuppli-. 
cation, and in confelsing of their ſinsto God, and one to an- 
nother, they, did in the next place after conference, and mu- 
tuall communication of Light one with another, ſet down their 
thoughts-concerning the Cauſes of the Lords wrath agaioſt the 
Land , that in that time of darkneſſe, there might be ſome 
light and directozy in theſe things to ſuch as were willing to re- 
ceive and make uſe thereof; amongſt thele cauſes of wrath, 
they did - candefcend upon and reckon the Publick. Reſo- 

* lations of Church and State , for bringing the Muignant 
party, firſt to the Army, and then tothe Judicatories, and. 
the aRvall"intruſting of them with, the power of the 
Kingdom both Military and Civil, and the prclimiting and 
corrupting of the Generall Aſlembly in the free ard lawfall 
.conftitution thereof; and its ratifying of the Publick Reſolu- 
tions, which did tnyo]ve a defeRion from the Cauſc,and laying 
a foundation for cenſuring of all ſuch who did not. approveof 
the conſtitution of that Aﬀembly;and ſubwit to the As there 
of; and finding themſclves more and more convinced of the 
.nullity.of that Aſſembly at D&xdee, and how needfull it was 
to-preſerve the Church of Scot/and in the poſſeſsion of her due 
-priviledges,and to keep together a remnant, who might be as 
a branchoft hope ( if ſo be the Lord would be favourable to 
them,and take pleaſure in them) for repairing of the breach, - 
(ach of them as: were Members of the Commilſtion of the 
Gen. Aﬀembly, did find thettſelyes warranted and called of 
God,to take poileſsion of the power and trult committed unto 
them by the Aſſembly 1650. yet ſo, as they did not guthorica- 

Re RE | * tively. 
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concerning the cauſes of the Lords wrath { which was the on 
ly thivg they medled with ) but having agreed upon thele 
Cavſes,with theadviceof diverſe Brethren'from ſeverall parts 
of the Kingdom, did offer an adviſe the ſame tobe made uſe 
of by all rhe Lords people int he Landleaving place to adde,as 
the Lord ſhuuld make further diſcoveries thereafter. At_the 
{fame time all the Brethren who were met, did write. Letters 
to ſundry reverend and godly men in the Miniſtery, of a diffe- 
rent judgment , deſiring anamicable Conference with them; 
and conceiving that they could not well be trovght together 
to one place in ſuch a ſeaſon of the year, and when travelling 


. was fo difficult , they dil appoint ſome of their number to 


wait upon ſome of them at St.2Ardrews , and npon others « 

them at G/aſgew , who might hol4 forth unto them what in 
their juIgments was the moſt conJucible means for union and 
peace both with Gol and among our ſelves, and to hear what 
ſhoulHbe offered unto them by theſe Brethrer z what paſſed in 
theſe Corferences,] leave it to theſe who were preſent tore- 
late, hoping that none who were preſent will ſay, that the de- 
ſires and endeavors of union did break off upon our ſMe;thoſeof 
our number not only profeſsing theinſelvs willing to confer & 
hear what ſhovld be offred unto them,but toattend at anyother 
diet that thould be appointed, and to endeavour it it were defi 
red,z more numerous and frequent mecting ofBrethren of both 
fides : From all which ic doth appear, that the Proteſters: all 
along, have been purſuers of peace, and not promoters and fo- 
ſerers of diviſion. The Author propounds the queſtiou, If it 
had not been a more probable and Chriſtian like mean for re- - 
medying the diviſions, to have dealt for a meeting of judicious 
and godly men on both fides,and for an amicable and brotherly | 
Conterence on equal tearms about the differences,then that the 
Proteſters being but the one ſide, ſhould have taken upon thew= 
ſelves the authority ofa Publick Jyicarory, and by themſelvs 


Araightway to condemne the other fide ns guilfy. In' anſwer 


to Which,beſide what is already (aid, 1 would firtt ask the Au- 
thor, Whether it be fair dealing, that theſe at St. Andrews, af- 


ter they were earueſtly entreated of their Brethren, to _— 
| an 
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awd delay the ratifying of the Pablick Reſolutions , ſhall firſt 
take apo them the Authority of a Generall Aﬀembly, to rati- 
fie the Publick Refolutions , condemne their Brethren who 
proteſt ayxinſt chew , 'cenfure fome of them with Suſpenſion, 
a114 bthers of them with Depoſition for that very thing; and 
lay « foundation for cenſuring all ofthem, and all others in 
the Church of Scor{/and,, who ſhould continue to differ from 
them,and oppoſe them in theſe things,und then afterwards cry _ | 
out upon thor Brethren, who hold fotth the fin and iniquity of 
ſuch proreedjngs, as upon mets who are not for peace, and do 
not rake the moſt provable and Chriftian-like wean for reme» 
dying the diviſions ; The Author knowes who were in the 
Church. of Sroriavd, who did tread theſe ſteps not Jong 
ago: Next, they did conceive it to be the molt pro- 
bable and Chriſtian-hke mean for remedying the divifi- 
ons , to fall upon the root of the matter \ by holding 
ing forth that which ha4 divided us from God, and Gag from 
u$,and one of us from another,taking this for the inofſt gemaine 
and {od:1d,& ſafe,& Chriſtian metho1 of proceeding,yet walk- 
ing {o therein, «s that they did onely foberly and by way of ad- 
vice hold forth their judgmnts ,and not impoſe upon any; and 
as they left 81 open door to bothers, to adde what further diſco= 
veries of guiltine(s the Lord ſhoald make known to them , fo 
Were they as (harp and ſearching againſt the:nſelves, as againſt 
any others. Whit djflonancie from their Profeſsion is m alithis, 
and if it be but a mocking of God { as the Author infianats}) T 
hope and pray, that the Lord will revea) it unto thew, ſceing 
they did it in the ſimplicity of their heares, looking upon the 
ſame as x ſpecial! and neceſſary point of their duty, tn this day 
of indignation and back-ſliding ; Ent if 1tvas acceptable ſer- 
vice to. God, is I truſt it was, I hope the Lord wil countenance 
and follow it with a bleſsing from Heaven, that there may be 
a profitable fruit thercof to his poor ſervants , and tohis poot 
Chijrch. . I know not well who theſe be of whom the Auther 
ſpeaks, who hotwithſtaning of all the balinefle that is made» 
upon conferences about differences &c. yet if the fears of ma- 
ny,bath godly apd wiſe may have weight, hare to. atfrer;pur- 


poſe but ſo far as they can to ſtrengthen themſelves in their 
own 
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own way and to fix the diviſion from the molt part in the 
Church of Scor/and. If any profeſſe what he doth not intend, 
he may abuſe others , but he doth but encreaſe his own guilti- 
neſſe. I dare lay, thatthe defires of Union upeuth@Proteſterg 
fide in the Meeting at Edinbargh,which was profelt to be cal- 
led in order to Umwa, were reall,and in their hearts as well as 
in their mouths ; as it wasto them a matter toth of gricf and 
wonder, when the Commiſsioners who came from the ſeverall 
Synogs, did not only refuſe to delay;till Brethren of « diff-rent 
judgment ( who: were abſent becauſe th-y had no'calling or 
mvnation to come,and could net intrude themſelves ') *myght 
De gotten conveened , but also without any previous right un+ 
derftanding,or ai:y Overtarc ingrder thercunto,did reſolve up- 
on keeping an Aſſernbly, according to the IndiRtion at Dwndee 
the laſt year , which gives juſt accation of ſuſpition to ma 
sodly and wiſe to conceive that the zenlotes of the Pablic 
R-ſolar'ons, had more in their eye the {ſtrengthening of them- 
* ſelves in their own way , and bearing down and cenſuring of 
rheir Brethren who differ from them, then any union and righe 
underftanding with them ; the Commiſs ions that ſome who 
came to'that Meeting were clonthed with, and the Letter and 
Articles that others of them did ſo much wagnifie, and do fo 
cloſely tick to, do confirm them therein, and this brings forth 
in them this fear, that as the ſtri& adhering to the Publick Re- 
ſolutions,and to the Conſtitution and Ads of the Aſſembly at 
D «nate , ſhall obſtru rhe purging of this Church' from cor- 
rupt Officers and corrupt Members, and bear down and drive 
out many precious ones, who cannot be conſenting uwito , but 
moſt bear teftimonysgainſt theſe things; ſo alſo that it ſhelmake 
manyof the godly jn the land to ſtumble exceedingly at thego- 
'vernment of our Chorch, and from a deſpair ever to ſee this 
Chorch 'pwrged;ro think of ſeparating from t,in which though 
theymay do what they ought not to doyyet it doth exceedingly 
concern'the Author.and others of his way to conſider of this, 
"md tozake heed thas they do no more offend the lirtle ones, 
nor tempt'them above what they arc able to bear. 
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'T ſhonld'now folloWy, that;we come to the examination of the 
I Reaſons alleaaged agnjrſt the. embHy,tnt that there 11 one 
paſſage more im the Narrative of their Proreflation which can- 
nor be paſſes by without ſome inquiry upon 11 , it « un iheſe 
Words: Bur as the faitbfyll ſervants of Jeſw Chriſt. in this 
Kirk sn former times , did by the good band of God on them, 
bring the Work of Reformazion unto a great perfetlion and neat 
conformity with che firſt patern, ſome unfaihjul men minding 
their own things more then the things ofChr:ſt 5 #u(urping over 
their Bretbren and the Lords Jnheritance,.1d de face the beau- 
ty thereof, firſt by encreacbing on the liberty and freedom of the 
Aſſembly, afterward by taking away the very Aſſembly rhem- 
Tel ves,therefore remember ,Cc. 1 ſhall not ſtay here 10 Examine 

theGramar end Legirh of this paſFage in relarton to antecedents 
and con{[equents,Wheyein (it ſeems ) Whileas th:y have been too + 
for ward and earneſt to let out indirefily a blow at honeſt men, 
they bave ſomewhat overſeen themſelves , as might be clear] 

evidenced; but this is not wepth the whilegnor ſhell 1 inſt por 
#1 ro enquire the myſtery. It may be inſinuat there where they 
ſay,that the faithfull Miniſters of Jeſus ( hriſt tn former t:mes 
brought the Work of Reformation to a great perfettion,a de 4 
near conformity With the firſt patern; for theſe epithets of great 
and near cannot be looked on in thts place, but as termzn! 1Mi- 
nuentes, ecanſe perfetiion & conformity to arnte,are in them- 
ſelves and their own pure ſi gnificarion, juch terms as no epi=- 
thet of quantity in the meer poſitivedegree can be added to thens 

Wii hout asminution of the thing ſignified bythem.1Vhenyou ſay, 

an attion 55 come to a great per fettion,and to a cor for mi: y With. 

Tou ſay not ſo muth 4s if you (uid ſemply,t 14 come te perfetivon © 

and conformity with its rule; now the Work,of Rrfor mation 

here being meant the outWardOrdinances;chebrethren would do 
well to rell,and it were wiſdome {or every honeſt profeſſor to en- 
qnire What they judge Wanting of perfeiion pc. conformity to 
the patern in a Keformation Kt outward Ordinances,carryed = 
by the good hand of God upon theſe bis ſervants ; for my own 
pary 


part, I am not gives to FR, 98 1 think it is [afe now 16 
takes heed ne\nteat anguis in herba,the rather, krowing” that 5t 
hath bin*be Wey of ſome -of theſe lands fence the work of Vnifor- 
| mity began in them, to [a), that the Work of Reformation in 
Sco'land was 4 £rod way on; but that there are yer ful ther at- 
taiuments then it was brought to,Cnow it.is begun beldly to be 
preſented itno a Meeting, pretended 10 be:;be publick Commiſ- 
fron of the Kirk, that the taking of Presbyterian Government 
# thegreateſt per feftion attainable in Thurch- government,and 
that T maintaining leſſe then poſitive evidences of Grace, is 
ſufficient for conftiteuting one a member of the wiſible Kirk, and 
ſunary other weighty points of the DoArine avd Government; of 
the Church ef Scotland,are chief cauſes that have brought the 
preſent judgments on the Land;,whichl dare ſay, the preſenter of 
them would never hazarded to have preſemed,had he not known 
of [ome goed liking of them in ſome Minifters z nay, 1 will [ay 
further, though the-man be underſtanding 46 t0 bus tation, be- 

yond many ethers, yet who ever knoWs king beſt, and Will conſider 

the ſtite,contrivance & COnceptrons in thoſe a; ticles now extant 

' #n Print, Will"(-{ doubt not ) ſay, there hath been the hand of 

i be Joab, another head and pen in them then his oWvn, This by the 

Way ,that which [Woenld have eſpecially obſerved in this paſſage, 

is to what purpoſe 1nthsz place art brought in theſe unfanh full 

wen the Prelats, Who minding thejr own things, &c.and all 'this 

madean antecedent wherupon 6s inferred theProteſtation againſt 

the late Aſſembly, for immediatly it followeth, therfore remem- © 

bring &c.. whereunts tendeth allthis, but to bear all in hand 

that ſhal bappen to read this Proteftation.thar the Brethren thap 

have been lately, &- are oppoſite to themgthe profeſſors have been, 

and are treading the fteps of theſe unfairhfull men the Prelats, © 

and their m: ntoned prattices > 4 ſhregd ſuggeſtion (to ſay no 

wore) againſt their Brethren , many of them wot only ſuch as 4 

Jer they dare nor but profeſſe to eſteem big hly of but even many 

orhcrs Whom they deſpiſe , have bten honoured of God 10 and 

Conft ant againſt the Prelats uſurpations for the liberry 'of Aſ= 

ſemblies , when few'of pbeir accuſtrs have bad. the honour to 

have had their hand at the work ; 'yea, (ome (it may be theſs © 


' from Whom the ſuggeſtion iſ[1ned ) were 1aking unwdrraitable 
H orders 
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order; from Prelats, ares too > How can' bonef 
Chriſtian bearts admit ſo flanderous a ſuggeſtion againſt ſo mar 
uy boneſt men,whoſe faithfulneſs Suregrity, honeſty 5 Touſt ancy 
is the irwrb, bath bren fo wel known aud jealed by God,quiz tule. 
rit Graechos (7 eve Tow of them all ) de teditivne ioquentes? 


if need be it will be eafic to diſcover or rather toname ( for chey 
are not hiddgy in the dark_.the Prelacicalt fleys ther ſome bave 
fred theſe years laff by-paſt, , 
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Je firft thing which the Author challenges in that paſſage 

of the Narrative of the Protctiation is,. the Grammar ad 
Logick of it in relition to antecedence and conf. quence, can- 
cerniug which he thinks that too great forwardnes to let out 
indireQly a blow at honeſt men, js made;the Protciters fome- 
«What to over. ſce thegaſclves, but he ſpares the clearing of it, 
and not being warth the while till ic be cieared,thefe wha lee 
it cannot take with it. In the next place, albeit- he proteſlcs 
himiclf not to be given to be fealous; Fet ic 15 too great fealay- 
_ fie and prejudice that raifes ſogrent a ſtir aboge fo innocent 
and hatmlcfle an expreſſion as this» That the faithfall Mini- 
ſees of Jeſus Chritt in former times broughe the Work of Re+ 
formation in Scerland to a great perfeftion and near canfor- 
mity tv the Word of Godz, What myſtery is here ? have 
not the like expreffions beer uſed herctofore in the P2- 
pergang Books of the Relaters and Aſterters of R<farmation 
and Government of this Chareh; but (laiththe p—u., rom 

and near are here diminiſhing terms, 2nd 4mports yer ſomthing 
.. to be wanting to perfeAtion ani conformity to the patera ; " 
therefore be thinks the Brethrew would do wel totel,S&thaeis 
were wildom for eycryhoneſt profeſſor re enquire what that is 
that is yer wanting-Thebrethren do tel, & all honeſtProf: (ſors 
may be pet{waded fo believe,that they had no wil before them 
that expreſſion, 2nd that thiy do willingly fuoferibe tothe te- 
ſtimony of a worchy man'inrhis Church, whole love umo;and 
eſtimation of t hc Work of Reformatiog.,” is above all excepii- 
angto wit, that the Church of Sropland, after the Reformatian, 
; Gidby degrees attain to 85 greet perfe@ign both: in Dachiine * 
an 
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and Diſcipline, us NE. IRERT, Europe: But 
it may be this will not ſacisfie the Author, decauſe his Logick 
teaches him that by ſaying yrent ityon and near confor- 
ty; they baye laid leffe then if thry had faid' ſimply , it” is 
come to perfeRion 2nd conformity. To fay nothing» that the 
Work of Reformation is capable Fe grexter grouth iN the pra- 
Qicall uſe of the thiogs that are known and profcſt, and of a 
diſcovery of further degrees of light and perſwaſion in theſe 
- things, Will the Author ſay,that nothing at all;no not the leaſt 
pin orcircumſtance of perfc&ion & confotmitywith the firſtpy-: 
ter, waSchen wanting to thework of reformation in Stor/and, 
if ſo wedefire him to tell vs, whar kind of power it is that is 
exerciſed by the Magiſtrates and Counccls of Burghs then they 
chooſe Commiſtioners to the Generall Aſſembly, and what is 
the extent of the Doors Office'? 1 asKnotthele things to 
caſt any blemiſh on the Work of Reformation , which'1 do 
willingly acknowledge to be ;ſuch as may compare with any 
of the Rcformed Churches, 'and in fome reſpet*( ſo'far 853 T 
know )hath the pre-eminence, but co ſatisfic the Authors need» 
lefſe curioſity,theſe things being conſidered, mikes it'to-appear, - 
that theſe wordseven when ſtreached upon: the tenter-hooks 
ofthe Authors nicety,do yer bear x convenient and true mean- 
ivg,and that none needs thence to fear a ſerpent lurking in the 
. buſh. 1 acknowledge that it hath been the way of ſomein 
theſe Lands fince the Work of Refotchation in them, to 
ſay,that the Work of Reformatign it Scotland, was' v good” 
way on, but thatt here are yet fucther attdinments then it was 
brought unto ; but it was apparcft fromothery of their ex- 
preflions, and from the whole'tenor of their catringe,thiat = 
had therein a bad meaning,to! Witthat we ſhould nor hold 
the things which we have ulregdy, tior walk by the ſave r 
but that we ſhould make iy rom and change thereof; | 
os there is _ wn _ er fack; but tg be Jeu- 
oyer theſe whoſe expreſxiftons | eres nf pos no groand 
for icgis but to tormetir our ſelves wih'te<leffe Fears ; and to 
wrong others. I heve'lceady given: fore cecompt' of the 
Paper preſented to the Mcetitrg at re Y- (' which: the 
Author doth here repeat again) _ ſfhatl now ——_—_—_ 
; ; © BOW 
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few things in anſwer to ſome circumſtances of-his diſcourſe. 
Firſt,thar P; or was not preſented to a Mecting that either re- 
ally was or did pretend to be rhe Commilsion of the Church, 
bit onely'to a Meeting of Miniſters and Pcof-flors ,: ating not 
inthe cepacity of any Judicatory,reall or pretended. Secondly, 
thit'all the Mmmiſters who were chere,did teſtifictheir diſhke of 
that Paper,and even theſe-whom the Author and ſome others 
di> haply moſt ſuſpe&,did lerioufly diſſwade from the in-giving 
of it. Thirdly,I know not who 1s the Fo«b he means of; but 
Ido well know;, that the mea of that M-eting who are,moſt 
flandered as the platters and contrivers of ſuch things, had nei- 
ther hexd,nor hand,nor heart in that Paper; and if I right'y re- 
member; heard it afſert2d by-the Author of it, thei © was no 0+ 
ther-bead nar pea in it but his own; theſe who know him wel, 
may think that he hath that mach avility as ,to. reach thetile, 
contrivince and conccptions1ntheſe Articles ; and therefore 
whileſt the Author ſpeaks theſe things by the way , he hath 
gone « little out. of the way-That wh.ch he would have chicfly 
obſctrvedin this paſlage', .-1$, To what purpole ia this place are 
hroughe inthele upfaithfull mea the Prelates , who, minding 
thiir:own things, &c. 21d ſuch an inference made there- 
upon , 85 tendeth=to bear all in hand that ſhall happen to 
read the 'Pcoteſtation , that the Brethren chat have been 
lacely,  anJ 3re oppolite to the Proteſters, have been, and 
are (reading the ſteps of theſe -uofaichfull men the_ Pretates, 
abd:hcir mentioned praRiſcs and ſhrew3 ſuggeftions,as he cals 
them $5; on. w bich he waxeth hot inthe Vindication ef his Bre- 
thren, and ia recrimijaations upon others ; but T deſire him and 
others who read theſe things in loberneſle of minde, to con- 
ſider firtt! that the eſtimation whifh the Proteſters have of the a- 
bility and-godlineſle of ſundry o the Brethren, who have been 
and are,oppoſite tothe in the Pablick Reſolutions , #s above 
tion, and mavifeſt. I hope, is the Conſciences of theſe 
Rewbegn themſelves./ 2. That this negJs . not, nor ought not 
to:hinder thera tg give their. judgement of, theit way in order to 
che.Publick Reſalurions;,Ffo be it be done without perſorml re= 
* feRtions, io; far es 1s poſfiyle. 3. Thar (.a8 the Atithor hath 
ditiogu;ſhed before )- there is « difference between mens in- 
| rention 
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tention and their work; .men. may be: treading t of de= 
feRion, - as theſe unfaithfull men the Prelars did, pur <p do it 
not with an unfaichful and prelatical miod;evenss in theleſame 
very times of the courſe of defection that was carried on-by the 
Prelats, there was.ſundry able and godly men ingaged therein, 
without whole help it could not have been ſo.cafhly, nor unob- 
{ervedly to many, carryed on by the multitude of carnall and 
corrupt men, who would have been but a ſmall ctedice with- 
out thcle other. . 4. That if the Protelters had had;to do with 
| theſe onely whole faithfulneſſe, integrity, honeſty and con- 
Kancy.in the truth have been ſo wel known and ſealed byGod, 
they had haply expreſſedthemelves ſome other way; but they 
had to da in this particular with all thoſe who.owned the pub- 
hek Reſolutions, and amonyft theſe were many ;.yea, not's 
few ative leading men, membeggs of;or afliftiog unto the Com-- 
ovſfion in thef. things,and in the Mecting at Drxndeegwho were 
deeply engaged in the Prelaticall way, as. not onely their ſub- 
- ſcriptions 10 the B ſhops black Book, which is y:t <xzant, and 
can be produced if need were, but alſo the tenour of cheir car- 
' riage for aloog time did,witnes; and 1 fear it of not x f:w, t hae 

though they ſeemed to: forſake thele things with the changes 
of the time, yct have they not repented thereof unto this.day; 
not that I would feteh all thoſe whoſe names arc in that black 
Book, and others the |!ke bogks, and who were involved in 
thete:courles under that compaſſe; I know that ſundry of them 
bave from their yer y hearts repented af,aud do frames {c uls 
abhor that way; I niean even of theſe who are for the. Publick 
Reſslucions,: but this, Church hath becn ſo ſcalible that there is 
ciuſe to thi) k-otherwiſe,that ſhe hath ſeveral times given war- 
ning thereof .in-her publick Papers; and who kaoweth nor that 
out all the Land, theſe who had been molt indifferent; 

and luke-warm in the Cauſe of God , preateft underminers. of 
it, moſt Prelaticall in the times of the Biſhops, moſt Malignant 
in James Grghams time, and inthe time of the unlawfull En- 
gdgement, and moſt deligning 'and ative to carry. on the 
Treaty with the King, jn « wrong way, .and,without ſecurity 
to Religion; yes , and fuch as were ſcandalous in their life 
and converſation were forthe moſt part amongſt the woſt 
zcalous 
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| he ck Reſolntions , und are 
ſo till , now the courle it felt being cell. .and envolving 
z foundation of boa apt =_ counternnced,and 
zealovfly promoted , by all th ewacm- Preiaticall, 
and Malignant ſcendajous men in the Land ; was there not 
deolfall ex2erience of ſuch backſliding in the time of the 
Prelates, to be ſtirred up in our ſelves,an4 to Proteſt and reftifie 
to ethersagajoſt things,though ſundrygodly men were engaged 
therein; - nay, the more need there was to ſpeak plainly, leaſt 
their ability and godlinefſe ſhould be a ſnare to py. 5. What» 
everthe Author is plcaſed to alledge, the PINS do not de- 
ſpiſe any of thoſe who have been honoured-of God, toſtand 
conſtant agaiaft Prelats uſurpations, and for-the Libertics of 
Aſﬀemblies, they acknowledge thar they owe much to ſuck, 
and though they cannot but reſlyfie againſt rhe il] of thePublick 
Reſo!utions,yet they do retain a honourable Impreſſion of theſe 
ſons, 3nd of what is good in them. 6G. If it were fit to com- 
pare,ſundry of the Proteſtcrs are in nothing;yea, in none of theſe 
things which the Author wentioued as praiſc worthy, behinde 
with che very chicf of theſe who have appeared for thePablick 
Reſolutions, but both of them are by the grace of Gol,that thar 
are. 7. That none of the Proteſteers for any thing. that I 
know, did take unwarrantable orders from the Prelats, and do 
mote to accept one who hath often in private, and in. Publick 
acknowledged, and is ſtill ready to acknowledge the fin of thae 
way in which he wes bred up from his youth, and therefore did 
it ignorantly through unbelief, who becauſe of the exceeding 
richcy ofthe mercy of God, in recovering hiar out of that mare 
holds himſelf the- more bound to be vigilant and zealobs 
againſt all deſertions for the time to come ; this man hath 
forbidden/ me to- ſay any more to the Author ; in anfover 
to theſe things; bur theſe words, dignas ego qui patior indige 
aus tw qui faceres ramen, and to leave the explicitionto big 
vyrs conſcience. 8. It had been fairer dealing ig.the Author, 
to have diſcovered or named the Prelaticall fteps that (ome. of 
the Proteſters have tredentheſc years paſt, and not thus to have 
aflerted without any proofor inftance, which- be thinks « fagle 
in matters of tefle moment : The eps that theſe men have tro- 
den 
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take the Author to mean ) were for the matter the fame that 
were troden by himſelf, and by ſundry leading men in the Pab- 
lick Reſolutions, who were alſo leading men in all theſe ſteps - 
from the higheſt to the loweſt ; and 1 do not think ( though 
not « few be ) he is come that length to condemn theſe things 
_ and forthe manner of their Atings , they acknowledge them- 
ſe}ves to be men ſpbjeR to the like paſſiors/ with others, 
bot knowes no cauſe why theſe the treading of Prelatieall 
- ſteps ſhould be charged rather upon ghem then upon others, 
ſome in the tollowing of theic duty are moreremiſs, und others 
more forward, but as long 3sthey do (traitly and honeſtly own 
their duty, it 1» bard either becauſe of the one or of the other,to 
charge them with-ſo heavy impwations, - | Ms 
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VV*7 foall now Weigh theſe reaſons whereupon the Pro-- 
teftation is built, and which have been added lately, 
ar batterages to heldit up ; [wrely the grounds Wherenpon men 
Would adventure on ſuch ane Att, or others would joyn in ap- 
proving of 52, bad need to he weighty in themſelves and velrvany, 
and alſo clear inmens Conſciences:To Proteſt, ap ainſ, oy diſſent 
from ſome particular atts and conftitutrwons of aGen, Aſſembly; 
Ething Which may be done.Without ſchiſme,and derog ation ro the 
Aurhority aud being of Government; but when a Gen, A'cembly 
ir ſelf is proteſted againſt, and declined a; unlawful, and hev- 
Sng no authority at all ; Who (ces not how [ad rhe Conſequences 
muſt readily be in'that Kirk, hardly can is be by any ontWard 
means, but. tnrne ta « fixed (chiſme, Which thing how have 
godly, orthodox chriſtian, in all ages of the Kirk detefted and 
abhorre 1, chooſing rather ever to tollerate great offences(Which 
they did [ce, bus could not mend ) rather then to divide the Kirk 
of Chriſt, andthen it would be ſeriouſly conflderetif the yeaſons 
and grounds of ſuch an __ be not clear aud relevitnt , hey 
gh 4u attenpt it- againſt che Kingly Office of {byift.. ro 
x ae vows bir Bgreces ſen © > af MAL <A 
«ll Kirk, Come me then and ponder the Reaſons allragedfor 
c | this 


tha'Proteſtation, and declinarwre 
ry or light, vincat veritss. 


whether they be fond weigh- 
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; || Shall not ſtand to diſcuſe the relevancy of all that is afſerted' 
-4n this'generall diſcourſe, but returns this aoſwer thereuntos 
It frems the Author doth not deny that it is lawful, and in fome' 
caſes neceſſary, to Proteſt againſt, and decline ſome Gen. Aſ- 
ſemblies,an4that it wolmld be ſoin ourHypotheſis if the grounds 
 wereclear and relevant , whatſocvcr will plead for n Prote- 
ſtation againlt particularAdts that are wrongthe ſame & greager 
reaſon, will plead for aProteftation againſt a wrong conſtituti- 
on, becauſc the errour of a wrong conſtitution is of greater 
cor {:quence,asimperting more prejudice to the work andPeo- | 
ple of God, and being a higher attempt againſt the Kingiy Office 
of J<tus Chriſt,then mihy wrong aft are, and theretore th-re 
is the greater realon to prevent the ſame in fre, where \t can- , 
-not be done in fetto, even as men by ſuchhk+ Proteſtations pre- 
ſerve thcir Rights j#re, when by the ſpate of « declining Jugi- 
catory they are like to be opprelicd de fatto, and therefore have 
Orthoox Chriſtians in all zges bornTeſtimony,andProteſted n+ 
gainlt corrupt councels as wel as corrupt acts; we ſhal notgofar 
back to ſeek inftances: It is known what the Proteſtant Chareh 
did agaialt rhe Councel of T7exr,. and how often faithfull men” 
in the Church fince the Reformatinn from Popery have born 
Teſtimory and proteſted againſt urlawfull Aſſemblies, ns well 
as agoin(t unwarravtable acts, neiiher doth it cauſe ſchiſme itt 
the Church, or derogaie any thing from the Authority and be- 
iog of Goverament, to, Proteſt againſt vſurpers, corrupters,or 
perverterSof it, ina falſe court, but it is the lawful]; and hath 
been the uluall- mean in 1h1s Chy.ch, bleſkd vnto h« r of the 
L'rd, to prevent and remead ichiſme, 'und to preſerve the Aus 
thoriry.and being of Governmeut, wi hthe putity 821 Liberty of 
all rheOQgi:nances,and whuſo: ver (ai con{-quencescan beima- 
gined co follow 'npon it,, do lay at the doors of theſe who by 
declining from thenrPrinciples,carries on, and cleaves to #cor- 
rupt coalti;ut;on of an Alembiy; and not on" theſc who ad he- 
"wh | wg 
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ring to ſound Principles, de from the conſcience of their duty 
bear Tc ſtimony againſthe ſame. It hath been cften and cxul 
loid, that the lide wall which fals, and not the gevill whic 
Rands isto blame for the rent and ruine of the Howie I do wil- 
ogly-aeknowledge that it ig. an high attempt againſt the King- 
}y Orkice of J<ſus Chriſt,to trample under foot-his Supreaw ex- 
ternall Coort in a Nationall Chu: ch; but. as the Protelters are 
guilty cf this high attempt, if they have Procelted againſt the 
Meeting at St, AndreWs and Dwrace without a cauſe, and up- 
.on. grounds that are not relevant ; ſo ifthe Authors and abet- 
tors Of the Publick Reſolutions have corrupted this Court in 
the free and Jawf 11 conſtitution thereof, and have taken upon 
themſelves to be av Aſſembly whilelt they were none, then wil 
' they,and not the other be found guilty of this high attempt: 
Let us therefore come to the diſcuſſing and clearing of the rea» 
{ons that the Proteſters plead for themlelyes. : 
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T Heir firſt reaſon for unſreeneſſe, and unlaWwfulneſſe of the 


eAſembly, that the Eleftion of Commiſcioners to the ſame 
Was prelimited andprejudged in the due liberty thereof, by awAHt 
Latter of their Commi[5i0n of the laft Aſſembly ſent toPresby= 
reries, appointing ſuch Brethren as after Conference remained 
 unſaii:fied With, and continged to oppoſe Pablick Reſolutions to 
or cited ro the Gen, Aſſembly, Thus St 8s briefly propened 1» the 
Proteſtation. In the late larger paper emitted and ſpread abroad 
ſince, wherein as may be conceivet, are muſtered all the Forces 
that conld be gathered (ogerivy againſt thar Aſſembly,and man 
heads bave been impleyed in that one, every man that readerth it 
decerneth Whoſe Pen hath given the forme and frame toit, and 
any decerning man alſo may perceive in it ſomething of School, 
and ſometbing of Law and regiſters Which the former behoved 
to have from theſe quarriers, Tt is put in a Sylogiſtick form 
thus : That it is no free Generall Aſembly,the Elettion of whoſe 
Commiſſioner; is [o prejudged and pre-limited in the duc freedom 
and liberty thereof, that many Miniſters of Prevppterie ”A 
Capacity ro be choſen, for w-_ ability and faithfulnc fe are ” 

oe 
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the Prevbyterics 41 the order of theSupream Pudicatory paſt by 
and fer af in theEleftion,and rendred nncapablt to be members 
thereof ; But the late Meeting 6s ſuch: Therefore, &c.YWe Wil mor 
follow ont foot for foot the trait of oy objections which the ron- 
trevers of this Paper have either fownad ſome way made by orhers, 
or have petri themſelves at their own pleaſure ety this and 
other following reaſons, and their replyes thereunts. Bat ſhall 
propone ſuch reaſens as We conceive diſcovers the nullity of theſe 
and other reaſens, net omitting the conſideration of any thing 
Contained in this Paper which ſhall ſcem to meer with what we 
ftall bring as occaſion (hall be offered Without tying our [elves 
ts the order of thu Paper: For anſWer then ro ris frft ground. 
1. As it tyeth in the Proteſtation, it could have no force to prove 
any illegality or nullity of the A/sembly at the time of the Pro- 
xr” Frm. -ſuppoſe that theCommiſſioners Alt & Letter/ent roPreſ- 
byrerics had indeed contained under Prelimitation, becanſe this 
' famlt of the Commiſion could not be imputed to the Aſembly 
co nnllifie it, while as yer it was ro the khnoWledge of the A; rem- 
bly, but an alledgance no; proven,that [ſuch Ps of pre-limitatio 
on had been n/ed in the clettion of Commiſs1oners, and that they 
had not as yet determined nor approven the deed of the ( oms- 
miſtion, nor deed of P resbyteries done thereupon in eleftions; at 
rhe giving in of thuProteſtation the Aſsembly had not as yet con- 
fdered the Commi/,toners Proceedings, neither undead Was it in 
their power to cognoſce upon exceptions ag inſt the Commiſſion 
wirhous change of the Order of proceeding that had been wſed 
Fonſtently in all bygone time, and wpon a great debate With the 
Parliament it [elf in the eAſsembly 1648. had bren eftablifhed 
by a formall af}, as the Progrſters themſelves Well underſtood 
and acknoWvleiged, and therefore it was, that uyon this they offer « 
ed to the Aſcembly, before the chooſng of a Moder agor, a Paper 
preſſing the changing , and reform the order of proceeding in the 
Gencrall Alzembly, which before had alwayes been in nie, as if 
[ome «f them/elves bai not been the main maint ainers and pro- 
enrers of the eft abliſhment of that order beforeywhen it made for 
them. And 4s the Aſcembly as yer but in heap of the manter, 
and not conſtitute into 4 Judicatery,con't have taken into con fie 
deration, and have altered the prattice and conſftiturion of for - 
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mer A/, romblies. The Aſrmbly therefore did offer tocell in this 


exception , and to give unto it all dun conſiderations 4: (00n at 
poſſibly they comld win at it, | 

eli RnV1%sW-. - 
WV XK 7 Hat needs all this walt of words, coneeroiogthe gi- 
thering and muſtering of forces, and the impboying 


of many heady, and the/pen that gave the forme, and ſome 


ching of School, and ſomething of Law , and Regiſters, which 
the for mer behoved to have from thete Querees ? The trath is; 
that if it were # purpolc to tell it , there were very few heads 
imployed inthat bulineſſe; haply as few as-4vout the Vindieati- 
on, and there was little gathering of forees for ir, the difficulty 
of correſpondence and ſhortnefle of time wherein it was penned 
admitting of very little communication of thouzhts; and the 
Author 1s miltaken when he fpeaks of two: Quares, oc of 
School, another of Regilters and of: Law, out of which the 
former behoved te have h:s materials, and haply alfo concern- 
ing the pen that gave it the frame, as ſome others have been be- 
fore him ; bur what though all theſe chings were true which he 
allcadgeth; Is it aoy fault in weak Souldictsto call in their fei- 
lowsto thcir help,and to ftreagtheta one dnother in maintaining 
of their ground! againſt many aa ſtrong Adverſarizs; or doth he 
tut after commendation and applauſe,by fetting forth the pre- 
jons, and multituie and ſtrength of his oppoſites, whom = 
yet be by himlelf alone ſuppoſcth to have defeat It was free 
forthe Anthor in anfwering. the: reatory contained inthe Po 
teftation, md thouther Paper relating to it ,1to chooſe ſuch « me- 
thod as ſeemed bett ro him, thoogh it would have fcerned tobe 
more eafic for his-readers, if he had foll-wed fovr for foot whit 
is conttined-in theſe Papers; I do-more worderthar he hath lefe- 
many.things of importanceunam{wered, not for much 8s once 
touching chemiBut let-us come to the mlw2rs: which he gives, 
whict 1 ſhall take as they ly inthe Vindicarioo, upon ſappoſab- 
that the Letter and a&t ſenr' by the Commitzionto Prevbyteries, 
<d contain an under-prelimitaion; the firſt ground avitlyeth 
in#he Proteſtation, hath forceto prove che' iltegaiity; orinuili- 
ty. inthe Aſſembly, notwithſtanding of any thing: the Author 
ſaith to the contrary; Firlt, he feempro laytbinground, :thae 
I 2 nothing 
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the Aſſem>ly,bot that which can be imputed to the Aſſembly it - 
ſelf; but I tear that this ground which 1s here hinted at by him,.. 
and much inade uſc of by ſome 'othets in this parcicular, (hall 
Fajl aſl who lean therenpon 3 I ſu 3poſe that by a Letter #nIl AE 
of the Commullion, and a deed of the Presvyterizs done theres 
apon, eleRious hid been fo pre-limited;that all Ruling Elders 
had been excluled, -aad Miniſtecs pony choſen, or the one half - 
ofthe Miniſters excluded, without a juſt cauſe from having voice 
inthe ele&ions, or from being.cholen Commiſsioners 5 would 
not theſe pre-limitations have force to prove a nul Aﬀembly,the' 
ſame being proponed and rejeXed as not relevant exceptions, 
When the Commiſsſoners did meet to conſtirute the.nſelves in- 
toan Aﬀembly; it ſeems by the Authors ground they could nor, 
becauſe they are but alledgexnces not yet proven,und they have 
not determined thecein, no approven chereof, becauſe it is not 
in their power to cogolce upon exceptio:1s againſt the Com- 
miſsjoa, without change of the,orler of Proceedings to theAT 
which had becnconftantly afed in all time bygone;there may be 
many things done in*Commiſsions & Presbyteries 1n/prelimiting 
and pervzrting the eleRions, thae gannotbe imputed; yea, which . 
the Aﬀzmbly may condemn, that may mak: an illzgall and null 
Aſſembly; and therefore upon ſuppela;lthat the Letter and A#: 
ſent toPrevbyteries did contain an under-pre-limitation,it might 
have force at the time of the Proteſtation to prove a nullAſſem- 
bly, though it could not be imputed to the Aſſembly ir ſelf : But | 
how doth heprove that it could not be imputed eothe Aſſembly? 
firſt,it was({aith he)to the knowledge of theAſſemb!y,but an al- 
ledgeance nof proven;it ſeems the A:thor doth not queſtion the 
relevancic of it in Fwre, if the truth of the fact had been proven, 
but it being relevant in 7#re (a8 upon his ſuppoſaltit needs 
muſt)and offered to be proven in f«s;yes,the natter of faR, us 
to the preſumptionofit,being manifeſt to the conſciences of ma- 
ny of the Aﬀſembly,ought they not before conſtitatingthemſelys 
in an Aſlemblyy either to have trycd and diſcuſſed the ſame, or 
elſe to have laid aide the perſons-againſt whom it was pro- 
pounded, from fitting as Members in th: Aſſembly ,, untill je 
might have bec1 gotten tryed and diſcuſſed ; but.they did _ 
cacr 
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kherof thefe,"and was not this to beimputedto the Aﬀembly ? 
Ne xt, he ſayeth,thac the Aſſembly had nor yet determined 
nor approventhe deed of the Commillion,nor the deed of Pref 
byteries donie thereupon int EleRions , at the giving io, of the 
Proteſtation-: B.tin this he is muck miſtaken,becaufe the Aſ- 
ſembly by admitting the Commiſſioners from Preabyteries ſo 
eleted,d1d 25 really approve theſe limited EleQjons,and fo the 
deed of the Commilsion an4 Presbyteries dons thereupon , a8 
ever a''y preceeding Aﬀſem. uſed to approve the moſt free Ele- 
ions; to wit,onely by admitting the Commiſſioners; yes, the 
Aflemb. rejeRing of the exceptions, and allowing the Commiſ+ 
fioners againſt whom it was propounded,'to fit notwit hſtend- 
ing the propooniing thereof, was a real approving of theCom 
miflion,and of what the Presvyrerizs did chereupon,1s we ſhil 
afterwards Godwilling cl: arly ſhew\  'Fhirdly, he ſayerh, 
that the Aſſeinbly had hot yet confilered the:proceedings of 
the Commiſsion , neither was it-in their power to cogaoſce 
vpon exceptions againſt the Commiſsion,' without change of 
the order of proceedings , which had been uſed conſtantly in 
all-cime by-gone, - This is a'pretty fancie to' defend an ill 
exuſe: the Church of Scotland have found it necofſary in the 
intervall betwixt Generall Afſ-mblies, to have her Commiſ- 
fion, whoſe truſt ſhould be to preſerve the Liberties of the 
Church-and to take care of ſom? things of more'General con- 
cernment committed unto them, and thatin all theſe things 
they ſhould keep themſelves within the bounds of their Coin» 
1$10n,and proceeding according to the Randing Atﬀts of for- 
mer Generall Aſſemblies, and that in the next enſuing Aﬀem- 
bly they ſhall give an accompt of cheir proceedings during:the 
whole time of their Commiſsion in the beginning of the A(- 
ſembly,befofe any other Cauſe or matter be handled, and their 
proceedings to be allow-d or dil-allowed,”as the Afembly 
ſhall think expedient. Now,faith the Author, this matter of 
pre-limitation being an cxceptiorr againſt-the Commilzion, 
could not be taken in conſideration , without the change of 
this order» I ſhall not ſay, that it might. have-been done with- 
out 2ny ſhadow af change of order ; But I defire to be conſi- 
dered,that it never was the.jntent;on, nor did it ever come in+: 
to 
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to.the mind , of any, free: lau | £ 
Church of Scerlend, to give gower to their Commiſsianers to | 
ve -Lawes concerning the. - conſtitutog-of an. Aﬀembly , 
thele axe clearly; ſet down; in; :the Policy 3nd Ats of. th 
Church ., according te which, . the. Cammalsian ought, to 
walk in all thiogs commuted to thefr truſt-, not medling with 
a7y thing not committed unto them, much lefs medling with it 
19-8 way contraty to that Pulicy & theleARs:and therefore did 
they appoint the praceedings of theſeCammilsianers.to be try- 
©g,und allowed or diſ-atlowed.in theineztAflembly before th 
doing of any thing elſe, 'Now.a Commilgion.contrary to. their 
| truſt, doth meddle with the Conſtitutien.of an Aﬀembly, and 
by their Letter aid Act,and the deed of Presbyteries thereupon, 
the'eiections are ” events the Author 5 content toſuppolc) 


and wheo theAfſembly mects,and this.is-p a4 AN excc- 
ptionito be taken in a4 pI: Fans ſuch, Members,of the 
Afﬀras was Members of thaxCommil+ionghe tels ys, jt cannot be 


conſidered without: change of order,being an exception againſt 
the-Commiuisioners, praceedivgs. What a ſad caſe the Church is 
brought ta by this means,thac »$,ta fluffer the couſtitution of her 
Aﬀembiles ty be corrupted by her own'Cpmmiſsion, and that 
without remedy;.or why-it mult, as to the Conſtiturtion.of the 
Afem>.be taken 10 Conſideration before the admitting of theſe 
Commiliontreto fic as Mcmbers,. of cle. na at all, becauſe if 
ittheCommiſioners be once received,the Members.admitted, 
and-:theAſſemb: couftitmed hee 5pſo,that thefe things ace, dones 
that-acelimitatian is approven;or oy the Aſlem: hath alrcady 
conltitutcd & found-them(elvsa lawful Aflemewith theſeCom- 
miſzioners inclafpve;nowithſtandiugot that exception. That the 
matter: may be.yer further:clearedy it would be conſidered ghat 
apainſtthc.conltiwution of Judicatoriesin their Members, there 
may ae exceptions of {everall ſorts) fomerhet are more perſo- 
nail or-particulgr,. relating to one.or two, , or ſome few-upon 
perfoaall ſcapdals and mnicarriagesy Some more Common and 
univerfatl, that concerns all ormaoy; 4 Judicetory: may 007 
cecdto couſtituteiittelf, end-at as a:]udicuory before diſcuſ- 
ſing <xceptions af the firſt fort; having laid alide the Members 
zguntt whom thele cxceptions.are propounded ,, till _— 
catiy 
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ently they ine 6 pottvareea and iſculſed-, beemſerhiere is 
no excePtion bit #gvinſt a few, and vþon | ppke-a0 and perſos 
nall ſcandals ; the fargreater patt being Members utcontrols 
able and rightly qualified, but they cannot proceed to conſtirute 
themſclves and at as a Judicatoty brfore difctſsing of exc 
tions of the ſecond ſort, unlefle we would foppolcy that after 
conſtituting themſelves into a Judicatory, or tinding themiclvg 
to.be aJudicatory, hey might again find theriſelvs to be noJu« 
dicator y- Exceptions of a more commun and univerſal influence 
2g4i0ſt cas{e c4xſe,nt the Conſtuution of xo Aﬀetibly ;to wir, 
2gainlt EleAions, which is the ground of | h* Commmilsions ; au 
the Comwilzions are of the conttitution of th: Aﬀembly, ovghe 
to :e conſidered before conſtitution be declatel ; for unfree K- 
Icions make null Commiſions, and all, or a great mary null 
Commiſsjons,m:ke 23 nvll Adembly. From thele things, I 
tri.ſt it js nanifclt, that the exceptions ava'itiſt the free/ome of 
B!eQion,becauſe of che Act and Letters of the Commiſoion,and 
the decd of the Prezbyteries following therru;'on , ought 20 
have hecn t-kent bn confideration before 'the Mecting did cons 
futue themiclves.jn an Aﬀembly, and that the Com mrigivners 
whom that.exception did coneecm, vopht not te haye bet ads 
mitted tv (it as Members , before the trying and diſcuſsmg 
thercof : as to that of the ehange uf the order of proceeding, 
which had been uſed conſiantly,upon which the Author ſeems 
to lay ſo much wcight,belides whit is aofwered already, tay, 
there needed no change in that Otder , in difeofting of any 
thing that was intrufted to the Commiſsion ;' for this was noe 
within the, compaſl: of their power and truſt', bur diametcally 
oppoſite to the ſame ; and therefore the Crim erifsion having ſs 
far exceedcd their bounds, as to meddlc with Corftitutiors of 
the Afſembly, by prelimiting of the Electiurs;this didudavoid+ 
ably neceſ-itate the cognition and confidirarionet rhar pare of 
th- Comm: ſions procceding, fo far as it did relate to the Cons 
ſitucion of the Aſlewblygt hough not formally,as it 61d concer®: 
ther carriage. I know not to what purpoſe the Author al» 
lexdgcs,that thet order was on 4 debate with the Parliament jt 
ſeitinthe year 1648. eſtabliſh-d by a former AR,u3 the Protes 
ers themſclves well underſtood ; would he by this mr” 
taat 


that there was s debate betwixt the Parliament.end the Aſem- 
bly,concerning the Commiſsions pre-limiting of Ele&ions,and 
that the Part. deficed this to be conſidered of before the Aﬀlem- 
blies conſtituting themſelves into a Judicatory,and that. the Al- 
ſembly did refuſe it , andaftcrwards eſtabliſhed the AR which 
he ſpebks of ? Oc that the Parliament did defire the Commilsi- 
oners of the former Aſlembly ſhould be removed from ſiering'vs 
Members inthe Aflembly 1648. untill the Excepticns pro- 
pounded againſt them, by chem ſhould be taken in conſiderati- 
on anddilcufſed ? If he mean avy of thefe , he is much miſta- 
ken, becauſe there was no fuch debate betwixt the Parliattient 
and the Allembly ,; nor-betwixt the Aſſembly and aty perſons 
whativeyer inthe year 1648. as we ſhall afterwards convin- 
cingiy clear: And heisno lefle wiſtzken when he ſayeth, 
that it, was acknowledged by the Proteſters , and that upon 
this: they <ffcred/'to the Aſsembly at St. eLndrews, before 
the. chooſing of a Moderator , a Paper preffing the chan- 
ing and retorming the order of proccedirg in the Generall 
Afembly,wh'ch bctore had s1wayzs been in uſe. The Prote- 
ſters-m gh: haply acknowledge an At of the Aſſembly concer- 
ning the trying, and allowing and dif-allowing the proceet- 
ings of the Commilsion before the handling of any Other Cauſe 
or matter. If There was ai:y queſtion about that *AR , itcould 
- not but be readily; acknowledged by the Proteſters, having been 
ſo lately revived jo the Aﬀſem. 16 48. but that there was any 
ſuch ackoowledgment avthe Author inſinuates, is alleadged 
without all groyn3J ; aSalfy that which he ſayeth of their offe- 
rihg a Paper for c hanging of their fermer order ; They did ne 
ver offer ary ſuch Paver, nor did they cver pen or drayup any 
þ/ ſuch Paper; and the Author doth wrong them not a little, and 
is him(clf orc, wh:n he.doth affirm it: They did indeed offer a 
| Paper tothe Atlembly, before the chooſing of the Moderator, 
but thene was not one title therein concerning the changeing 
and Reforming of the acder of proceeding formerl y uſed by the 
Aſſembly ; but upon knowledge and conſcience of the main 
A weight thatlay-2gainſt that Meeting, why they could [not be 
a lewfull, free G-nerall Aſſembly ; the Proteſters did offer 
a \Paper.'unto, them for. chooſing of the Moderator, con- 
eaitt- 
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taining A humble defire , and ſome reaſons to perſwade 
them to adjourn their Meeting , ad to forbear to conſtitnte 
themſclves in an Afſcunvly ; the __ is yet extant under the 
hands of all the Protefters,nnd may be ſeen by any who pleaſe. 
If the Mcetivg at that time had beea pleaſed to read and heat- 
ken to the defire of that Paper,many things that have followed 
fince, n-ight have been prevented; but many, whether from a 
fear of mjising 2 ratifica: ion of the Publick Reſolutions, or ups 
on any other ground,themſelves beſt know,did ſhew therſelvs 
ſo zcalous againſt the vety cff:r ef it, that the Mecting would. 
not ſo much 15s read or hear it ; and therefore whilti the Au- 
thor though: to have reached a great blow to the Protelters, in 
faſtening upon them the preſs;ng of the ch:nging & reforming 
the order which them{clves not long ago (as he alleadg:s jhad 
been the main maintainers and procurers of, to get it c{tabliſh+ 
ed before, whien it made for them, he hath quite miſſed them, 
and wounded himſclf by allcadgiog things that are not true. 


VINDICATION,. 


ITY Ut come we tothe Argument 4s it lieth in its full form 
and ſtrength in the later Paper, Paſſing the firſt Prope= 
ſition thereof, let #4 come to the tryall of the ſecond, or the eAſ- 
ſumption. That the eleftion of Commiſſioners to the Aſembly 
Was prejudged and prelimited in the due freedom thereof: That 
thes alleadgeance might be verified , it Was neceſſary to have 
made clearly out , Firſt, That the ( ommiſſioners CA and 
Letter exclude and diſcharge many Miniſters to be choſen. 
Secondly,That the Pres bytery in the EletFHongwere poſsibly pre» 
limited by the Letter of the Commiſion, i,e.admitted the pre= 
limitation of the Commiſſiuners,: nd did not uſe their own free- 
dom in clefttng, but meerly foll-wed the direftion of the Commiſ- 
ſion; let the Commiſſion be never ſos guilty, and their brethren 
never ſo unduely prelimited, yet if the Presbyteries Who are the 
only El:fors uſed their own freedom, their eleftion uu free and 
valid,and nothing can be forced ag ainſt the Aſſembly as nnfree 
and unlegall in the conſtitution of it, becanſe of any ſuch Att or 


Letter of the Cemmiſ510n5,as ſolicitation attive of Judges and 
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Members of any Pndicatory, proves not 4 Fudicatory corrupt, 
unulefſe it can be evidenced, that they have excepted and yeelded- 
#un;o the ſelicitation®> Now, doth this Paper prove either of 
theſe as it wndertakgr,and Would bear the Reader in hand, When 
bs ſayeth,T he ſecon{Propoſftion u proven, &c, Good and inge- 
nrous Reader,c onfider if it de ſo, Ani firſt for the latter of theſe 
particulars,Whar [ajeth it2T he ſecond # proven by thePresbyte- 
ries proceeding actording to the Letter and Att of cheConymiſ- 
ſoon ſentunta them about the time of chooſing the Commiſsionter c, 
appointing that ſuch, ce. Anſwer,Did the Writer of thu Paper 
at the emitting of it, think, that it ſhouldever come nnaer the 
conſiderationof decer ning and impartiall judgements , that 
would try ere they truſt '; or rather hath he purpeſed that it 
Should come to none bt [uch as were pre-engaged,or pre-inclined 
te take any thing off his hand for good cogn, pr: of good enough ? 
For bere as to that part of th: Aſumpiion on the Which we are 
for the preſent, there 14 _— but anaked petitio Principii, 4 
naked affirming of the ſame which was alleadged before in the 
firſt ſetting down of the Aſſumption; for what 35s it elſe that ts 
ſaid,Presbyteries proceeding according tothe Letter and Aft 
of the Commi/s£i0n abont the time Hiibut rhe ſamethat Was al- 
leadged there, that Presbyteries at the erder and appointment 
of « Supream / udicatory paſſed by.&c. and therefore whatever 
the Writer [ay after Ward in the pretended proof of that Aſſam- 
ption,concerning things included in the ( ommiſ3ions «Att and 
Letter, to ſheW that they intended prelimitation f the elefion 
of ( ommuſs$1oners,let all be never ſo tyue, It is but Words he 
gives his Reader wn the cloſe of that Seftion, ſaying theſe things 
do clearly prove that there was ſuch a prelimitation of Elellion 
4s is formerly ſpoken of; For, let theſe things be never ſo clear 
ſpoken of the ( ommiſ[ctons eAtt and Letter, yet for ought that 
he ſuid as yet git is not clear that Presbyteries proceeded atcor- 
ding to theſe,or were poſitively prelimiced by themgthat they did 
wot uſe their Wn liberty in eleftion,and (0 the ſecond Propeſiti- 
On 55 wot yer proved, 
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Eing he is pleaſed to paſſe the firſt Propofition.of the Argue 
GET it lycth in thelecond Paper. I ſhall alſo pale, it, 
coi.caving that he takes it for atruth, as indeed it is: Torfis 
Aſſumption he ſayeth mary things, which I thall tzxke in order 
xs they lye.Let it be yeelded to him,that for verification cf the 
alleadgeance contained therein, that theſe two things which 
he mentions are'to be made out, v:z. that the Letter and At of 
the Commilsion.did exclude aud diſcharge many M:niſters to 
be choſen, and that the Pres>yteries 'd1d admit of that prelimi- 
tation, or were paſsively pre-limited Ly that Letterand AR,yet: 
with theſe animadverfiovs upon that which he ſpeaks in the. 
explication of his paſxive- prelimiation : Firſt, that he con-. 
fiues his paſsive pre-limitation «within, too narrow a bounds, 
and he will not have it extended to the Presbyteries, unlefle 
they did meerly follow the Elc&ion ofthe Coammilsion in that 
matterg! hat is,as I rake his meaning, go quite contrary to their 
own inclination and judgment , ſo as they were but meer pati- 
ents in that bufineſ(s, (upon which accampt a: wrengler might 
haply deny that there is any pre-ILmitztion at all of EleRions ; 
for it men b: ſuffered te make any cleAion, or to patient in it, 
that if they had been left to themſelves,they would have taken 
another courſe : But what if they bad ſome: inclinations that 
way, yet were not herein fully determined, but were hovering 
and ſuſpending the ultimate deterinination of their judgment, 
untill they ſhuuld hear the matter debated in their Preabyte- 
ries,or adviſe and confer with others of their Brethren abroad, 
and then the Leiter and Ac of the Commiſfiop comes unto 
them, and by the authority hereof, determines that judgwent, 
and ſhuts out all that thereafter could be ſaid ty any tothe 
contrary. Was there not a paflive pre-limitation here, though 
(vch perſons did not weerly follow the diteRion of the Com- 
miſlion,but alſo in ſome part their own inclination. , which I 
thitk indeed was the caſe of many of the Presbyteries. Next, 
when he ſayeth,that if the Prestyterics who are the onely E- 
leRors uled their own freedome, their Eleipn js free and va» 
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lide, If he meancd ag to any prelimitation from without, itis. 
true; but if he meancd fimply , and in ail caſes wherein they 
uſc their own freedome*, I deny that the Ele&ion is al wayes 
free and valide: If the Presbyteries ha i freely and by mucuull- 
agreement amongft themſelves, or two or three Presvyteries. 
or one Presbytery for the plurality of 1t , have agreci to ex- 
clade all th:fe from voycing in the EleAionz, oc from being e- 
le&ed, who were for, or thoſe who were azaialt the Publick- 
Reſolutions, would theſc EicRions have beea free and yalid ? 
"M1y not P:esbyterics chamiclves unwarranably intrench up- 
on the freedoms of their ow: Eletio.1s , as w-ll as it may be 
done by others from withou:. Th.rily , 1 deiire that to be ca 
kea notice of , which he ſayeth, for illuftrating che bu'ineſle, 
that ſolicitation active of Jad;zcs and M-inbers of any Jud.ca- 
tary,proves not a Judicatory corrupt ; unlefle it can ve eviden- 
ced that they have acc<pted and yeeided to the ſolicitation.: 
Well th:n,if their acceprance and y <elding can be evidence 1, 
itproves them corrupt by the Authors ow? grant. Whether 
the Paper proves cither of theſe as it under-t-k-s, w- ſhill fee 
anon. For verifying the laſt of thele,the Paper tayeth, Chat it 
1s proven by the Presbyteries procceding , according to the 
Ahand Letters of !he Commuſs1on ſeat tothem , about the 
time of chooiing rhe Coinm:ſsioners, appointing that ſuch,&c. 
Over this probation, the Anthor makes a great deal of buſi- 
nefſe upon the Writer, To all which:, 1 ſay, that he was 
not ſa ſimple as to entertain himſelf with ſuch though:s and 
purpoſes as theAuthor ſpeake of; h: did wel enough know that 
w ha: he (aid in thts matter, would come under the coniiderati- 
on of decerning,an i both impartial and partiai jadgments, and 
did expe contra iiQtion either from the Author,or fo.ne other 
of his mind,and ther-fore theſ: things necd nor;but it i5 no pro- 
bation but petirioprincipss, ſaith he, a naked attirmiog of che 
ſame which was alleadged before,under favour it is no: ſoz lt is 
not the ſame thing to ſay that Preg>yteries at the order and ap- 
pointment of Judicatorics paſſed by,&c. and to ſay thu Picgoy- 
ter c3 procceded according theLettei ani{At of che Commil- 
fion; the ſecond ſpecifies what Supream jJuiicatory it was, not 
the abſolutly or firſtly Supream ia this Church; to wit, the Aſe 
Tous ; ſembly 
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ſembly but the Supream, by delegation in things committed 
to them; to wit,the Commiſsio1, and it ſpeaks allo what order 
and apooint ment 1t Was, cond-ſc-nding up1n it inparticular, 
that it was 3 Letter and AX for this purpo'e, ſo that the luſt 
brings clearer | ght and evidence in both theſe particulars then 
the Pit, and1 thzrefor: it 's nt pers:is princep!s, or « naked af- 
ficming of rhe ſave thing, thug it be not ſo full a proof of the 
whole mattcr, which the writer thoughe not (o necdfull all at 
ouce,becauic he was to ſpeak» of jt afterwards in anſwer to the 
0: j<&ions. witch wete breuzh: in of purpoſ*, that the whole 
buſines might be cleared an. co:2fi-med ; but let all be never ſo 
truewhich 's ſa'd afierwasds for pro 'f of th:aſſumption,the Au- 
thor wii have nothing to be (21d or given to th: Reader here but 
words. If i betru: which is (ail af:erwards ( as I hope it ſhil 
afecr trya!l be found ) 1t is no great azt.cr tho:gh he be ſaffer- 
ed tocnjoy his opinion 1a this, 
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* Affirm and make good that Presbyteries Were not poſits ve- 
I; pre-limized but did chooſe freely: I. + great part of the 
Presbyteriesg] may (ay Without overreaching fogr p art; for five 
at that time had no oppoſite to the Publick, R: ſolutions among ſt 
them,and [9 Were not Capab'e by pr-- limitation to exclude Whom 
they bad not, 2, Of theſe Prerbyteries Who had any eppoſite to 
the Reſolutions, the far moſt part did chooſe ſnch,and no other 
for the Commiſſioners, ſome chooſed ſuch, and otherwiſe minded 
indiffereu;ly ( 45 will eppe ar by the Rolls of th: A/sembly, aud 
the conſideration of tae mindes of Presb Jreries at that time, 1nd 
theſe very feW Who did pa/s th:m by, in their Ele-(ien, we rea- 
dily avow , thy did 1t meerly of their ovon accord, following 
the frer.iom of their owa minde, witheut all pre-limitation by any 


from without, the contrary 15 not proven, and we: can inft-utt 


the af fir mitive of ſome who did paſs by ſuch,ere that AF or L:t- 
ter came 18 them, or were mide knows to them. 


RBV1E8s.w. 
Et us examine theſc th ngs upo1 which ths A thor is bold 
to atfira, and prom.ſcs co makes good, that Preabyterics 
wcre 


were na! pſlively pre-limited,but did chooſe freely: The firſt 
iS, that a grex,part of the Pregbyteriesgfour parts of five at that 
five had no appoſice, to the Puylick Refulutions amongſt them, 
and ſo. were not capable by prelimitatiog ta excludewhon they 
had no: ; what though it were true that as:many Presbyterics as 
h- fpesks of had no oppoſit at that time-to the Publick Reſoluti- 
os, yet what if all, or ſome of th: ſe Pregbyreries had in them 
fone few or many, who wcre as yct indifferent, and not de- 
termined in the buſiacſſe ; but were aftcrwards overſwayed 
with the Authotity of the Commiltſianers Letter and AR; was 
there not a pre-limitatjon upon them in their yoiciog.in the c- 
I-ion of Commilsioners, becauſe overſwayed ty the Letter 
and Aﬀof the Commiſsion to choole theſe who did approve 
of the Publick Reſolutions, which before the influence that that 
Letter and AR had wpon them, they were not determined 
io, but might haply have been detcriined wp the contrary, up- 
02 ſuypoſal that many were ind:ffcrent at that time in the mat- 
ter of the Publick Reſolutions, 8s indeed not a few were, if we 
may judge ty their carriage,becauſe they had not declared their 
judgements for cragunſt them ; who knouwes but they might 
before the eletions, have been determined againſt. them ? If by 
the Letter and AR of the Commilzion that gave evidence of 
proceſſing ſuch, they had-not been pre-limited 1ntheir choice, 
and fo there ſhould have bcen ſome oppoſite tothe Publick Re- 
ſolutions in thelePresbyteries, had it not been for that pre-limi- 
tation. 2+ Ithink be will not deny, but {ome P. est:yteries had 
inthem oppoſites to Publick Reſolinions; Let vs take ( as it 
would ſeem he would grant it ) a fifth part, there might bea 
prelimitation upon theſe, and to Inge >." eleRions incvery 
fifth Pres>ytery of the Church of Scotland, is certainly a great 
blow .to the freedome of the Ailembly. Bur 3. Iatfirmand 
make good, that it is not true thut four parts of bye of the Pref- 
byteries at that time had in them no oppoſite to Publick Reſo- 
ſolutions; yes, on the contrary, that the one half of the Presby- 
teries in Scotland and above , had in them at that time ſome 
oppoſites to Publick Refolutions. Whenl did read the confident 
Preface ef the Author to this uflertion of his, in which he faith 
he doth not overreach;and the aflertion it ſc}f, I did ſlulpeR;,left I 
had 
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had miſtuken'the meaning, andthecr. fre readagain and again, but 
thewords being plain, I 414apprehend, that they might be wrong 
tfanſcribed,' and therefore I ſought for another Copy, in which 
I found it allo fo wiitten, that it may appear to him and others, 
how groflc an overrcaching there is in that affertion. - I defire 
that it may be conſidered , that there be in Scorland of ftanding 
Presbyterirs 65+cr thereabouts, four parts of which makes 5 2. 
none of which 52. by his afſcrtion, had at that time ary oppo- 
ſite to the Publick Reſolutions, and 13. ovely do rewain, who 
can be ſuppoſed to have had any fuch inthem , but there were 
at that time nigh 40. Presbyteries, who to my knowledge had 
in th-m ſome oppotites to the Publick Reſolutions, and moe, 
I Joubt not re the knowledge of ſome other men, ut leaſt ſome 
other Pres©yterics which are ret here named;the troth whereof 
will appear by the folluwing Table, in which are ſet down beth 
the names of thefe Presbyteri's,and nawres of ſyme one cr other 
inthein, who were at that time oppoſits to the but hick Re- 
ſolutions. | 


Stranraver,M. Alex.T arnball, 
Kilcudbr. Mr. Samuel Row, 
Wigtoun,Mr.Rebert Richs/on, 
Ar, Mr. Themas Wylie, 
I: win*, 
Dumbert. Mr. Hen, Semple. 

Paſley, Mr. Alex. Dwnlep. 
Glaſgow,NMr. Patr, Gilejpic, 
Hamwuilton, Mr. 4. Ne/mith. 
Lenrick, Mr, wel Simervasl, 
Dumficice, Vir. Henv- Hen- 

der(on. 
Penpont, Mr. Sam. Auſtixe. 
Loch-maben, Mr. Thomas 
Hewder ſon, 

Midebey, Mr. Davi1 Lang. 
Jedburgh,Mr. Fo. Livingſton. 
Turrcffe, Mr. Arthur Mitchel, 
Gerioch,Mr.George Tellifer. 
Kelſo, Mr. 7obn Suncryail, 
Aifiltoun, Mr. John Veatch, 


Mr. Math, MoWet. 


Jeraſyde, Mr. Themas Ram- 


/ ay. 
Ediwburgh, Mr. Robert Trail. 
Lithgow, Mrs Ephraim Mel- - 
vill, 
Bigg-r,Mr. Alex. Livingſton. 
Dalkeith, Mr. John Sinclare. 
Sterline, Mr. Fames Guthrie. 
Auchterardor, Vir. Geo, Mar- - 
YA). 
Per:h, Mr. Alex. Rellock, 
D:inke'l, Mr. John Hart, 
Dumf: riine, Mr. 5.0 liphant, 
Kirkaldie, M . Alex. Mowunte 
ervef. 
Couper, Mr. fohn Maggil. 
S::Anircws, Mr. Sa. Rathers 
ord, 
Forfarre , Mr. David Lind- 
ſay. &C. 
Aibroth, Mr. Alex. Reynolds, 
© Aberdeen 


Aberdeen, Mr. efrdr, Carr. 'Elegine, Mr. Zoſeph Brodfe, ' | 
K-ncardine; Mr. Alex, Cant. l Incrarey, Mr. Alex, Gordown, 
Dear, Mr. R cbert Keith, . Dundee, M-. e-1ndr., Oliphant, 
Here be ſome of theſe Presbyteries, the whole members 
whereof were at that time oppoſite to the Pablick Re olu+ 
tions, and others.of them, the plurality whereof were oppo- 
ſite to theſe Reſolutions, and others of them, whohad in them 
- ſundry oppoſites, both Mioiſters 8nd Ruling Elders; but we 
have named one Minitier onely in every P:esbytery , becauſe 
this was erough 10 make ſuch an aſſertion aſhamed, and to hide 
it ſelf that it might never again be heard abroad. It may be 
the Author wili queſtion whether all theſe were oppolite at 
that time to the Publick Reſolutions: But I believe the truth of 
this, concerning 4s mary of them 8s will make him after ſup- 
pataticn ſee that he did far over-reach, when he laid that four 
parts of five had at that time. vo oppoſite to the Publick Reſolu- 
tions, is ſufficiently known to himſelf ty their teſtimory lent 
to the Commilyicn, cr th.ir Letters writtcn to particular mem- 
bers thereof, or occaſionall Conference withtheinſelyes or their 
Sermons, or conſlai t and uncontrolled report. ottheir judge- 
ment and carriages; Let it be trne but of 20. of them, ir doth 
abundantly confute his aſſertion; but if he or ar.y other doubr of 
what is ſaid, it ſhall be no dithcill matter to get it atteſted un- 
der their own hands, and the hands of others, that they were 
at that tiove not on]y di(- ſatisfied jn their judgements with the 
Pablick Reſolutions, but alſo did bear teſtimony againſt therg. 
The Coppie which I have in this place wants ſome woris, 
and hath ſomething wrong wiitter, of which I cannot well 
make ſenſe, but thele words which I have cited are plainly fee 
down init. The 2. thing that he brings that Prevbyteries were 
not poſitively pre-limited,is,that of theſe Presbyterics who had 
oppoſites to the Publick Reſolutions, the far. molt part did 
chooſe ſuch, and that few did paſſe by them 1n the eleions, 
But this overſhurs as far as the other, us will appexr by view- 
ing the number of PresvOyteries, in wich there were. ſome oppo- 
ſites to the Pudlick Reſolutions; and conſidering how many of 
theſe were, in which there were any choſen who were 222inſt 
theſe Reſolutions, which I believe ſhall not be found aboye 20. 


or 
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or very little more, if they come to that number ; but let us ſup- 
pole them to be more, they are not-the far moſt part of the 
Presbyterics who | ad 1n th<m oppoſites to the Publick Reſolu- 
tions, 2nd theſc who remain. will not be few of that number. 
The A::thor doth readily avow,that where Prcatyterics <d paſs 
by.tuch they did it mcerly of their own accoid, fotlow- 
i0g the freedome of their owp minde, without all pre-haite- 
ti.n trow withouwr ; if he had ſo readi)y avowed it, he ſhould 
have brought good proof of it, that men wight have been per- 
{waced that he did avowe,a truth ; his proof is, that the 
contrary is not proven; Though it were 'ſo , that it js not 
$ooe ptouf of what he avows. Ncxt he ſaith, that he can jn- 
rut the atfiru:itive of ſome whe did paſſe 'y ſuch cre that AR 
and L-tt=r came unto them, but how many they are he tels us 
not, Icſt the pancity of them bing known , ſhculd wake 
|:ctle tothe purpoſe, very tew eleRions 1n S20r/and were paſt, 
before that Letter and AR came unto them, it being iſlued be- 
fore the ordi1:a:y time of ele:on, ard great diligence and care 
being uſed in the diipatch thereof, ſo that came to the hands of 
the moſt remote Presbyteries, who lay under the feet cf the 
Enemy, ſuch as theſe of Her ſe,T, ividale,Dumfriece andGallo- 
wey before their elections, that in ſome few placcs. the eleRi- 
ons was made before it came, is far from proving what he doth 
readily avow, as the comming of an ſwallow is far from pro- 
ving the ſpring 1n ſome | 90g were acquainted that there 
was ſuch « purpoſe and delign, before it was juically con- 
cluded or emitted; and therefore ſome Miniſters of the Presby- 
tery of Glaſgow, b. fore the ifluing of that Reſolution, did op- 
pole rhe eleQtion of Commiſſioners at one diet, and preſſe a de- 
lay till another dict, wponth s reaſon among others, rhat there 
w:re {ome direQions to come from the Commiſſion of the 
Generall Aſſcmbly, concerning their Procecdings in the eleRj- 
on of thrirCommiſſioners, & that it was fit that thy ſhould not 
proceed till they gor theſe diretions, which thowwgh it was not 
put among the written reaſons of their Proteſtation, yet can be 
teltificd ty many living witnefles who were preſent. God-wil- 
ling before this debate cloſe, it ſhill be mace to appear, that 
notwithfianding of all rheſe _— the Letter and AR _ the 
; m- 
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Commitſzion did in mavy places nor the 'EleRions, by 
excluiing thoſe who were for ability and faithfalneſſe in a ca- 
pacity fo be choſen, and ifit was ( asthe Author ſaith.) that 
2. great: part, of the Pregbyterics, four parrs of five had a thit 
time a9,oppoſite to the Pnblick Reſotutions, ' and that this was 
knowa to the Cymmulgion; to me'it'is 2 wonder, and I betieve 
will be ſo allo to others, that the Commiſſion ſhould have been 
ſo imprudent, as to give ſo great an advantage zgaioft them» 
ſelyes, and ſo much matter of gainſaying to the o polites of 
Pablick Reſolutions, and have laid fq great a ſtumbling to the 
wiy of many who had alfeady ftumbled at their Proceedings, 
Which were now to fall undec "the exawinatioa and Judgement 
of thc Generall Aflembly. 
V-I1# D.1I.C.A T I O N, 

Gainſf the. ſetond ſomenhas may ſeem tobe (aid i tha 
ER reply to the thirdobjettion be formes, againſt this 
ebjcition of the Aſſemblies nullity; Where an the objettion among 


| ether particulars alleadged ; it is [45d in the third, that the 


Letter and Att had little or no influence in Prejbyrrrias in the 
chooſe of Comomiſcioners, te Which 3s replyedby the Writer, that 


 #s ſpoken againſt the ruth, for proof whereof he gives juſt ances. 


1. All the Minifters who oppeſe the Publick Re/oluttongs arc 
known to be faithfull and honeft, moſt of them [wch as had wang 
theſe years paſt, becanſe of their integrity and abilii y to be chee 
ſeu. Commiſsioners , but few of them Were choſen, this year 
to the A(rembly, andif any ſucb were choſen, sf wis Where. 
the whole Prerbyteries war wuanimens agaieft the Reſos 
lutions , or if the Prerbytery was divided in thijr jndg- 
ments, then were there for the moſt fart either rwo eleftion;, or 
difſents, or Proteftatiens againſt che ;leftion of [uch as were wns 
ſatisfied with the Publick Reſolutions or elſe hoth; as in the 
elettions at Sterline and Glaſgow, of «ll which ne re a{on caw be 
given, except thee At and Letter of the Commiſcion. To the 
matter of this inflance, We ſay theſe things % 1s. Ir is tas Wide 
a Word, All the Minifters Who eppoſe the Publich Keſolutions 
are knoWn to be, &re+ And how cyer, many of thim Will not be 
queſtioned te be ſuch, yet We muſt ſay ſome, even of theſe Were 
ner ſo faithfull as they ſhould have been this laſt year bypaſt, in 
the 
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the particuler of defence. of Conntrey and Gevenant -in all the 
fmern Articles thertef; T his the Nation feels to day, and the 
poſterity when this generation is dead and rotten, will give ime 
partial jndgement of it. 2. Beit fo, that [ome were wont to 
br obeſan"( ommi(r1oners mere not.uoW choſen, yer bis is for 
litrhe parpe/e to the point, that the eleflion was carriedby in- 
fiwence of. the Commuſ41+ns Letrir , that theſe ſame men have 


| Wore 19 be often choſen withent intermi[sion to be Commiſei« 


oners, the whole Kirk was growing ſenſible of this thing as 
da ngerens, whereby the Whole power of Publick Government - 
Was nigh by brcome ſettled in the; petſons of (ome particular 
men,and theſe but a feW as conſtant Commiſs10ners of theKirk, 
If ever the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to grant again to this Kirk 
the Liberty of a om Aſſembly, ut were neceſſary that Pte/- 
by teries be p;e/limjtedinaeed, that they makg net [uch. an uſe 
anM won; 3. That feVy epp»ſoces Were choſen, it is no Wandes 
becan(s they Were but feW 1n compariſen of the reſt of the At- 
niftery of Seetlaid. 4. Even wheye neither whole aieties Were 
Wnaninmous againſt the Reſolntions, nov yet the plurality were 
of po/evs, yet ſome wnſati: fied Were cho/an Commi/tioners with 
onr a certain el:ttion, una without Proieftation. ( diſſenting in 
the enumeration” is idlely reckoned wp ) 4s is evident from 
the Commiſrioners ', both of the Prerbycery and univerſity 
of Aberdeen. There was indcea 4 Proceftation againſt the 


2, oppoſing Brother, bur it was taken wp and paſſed from and the 


elettion aninimonſly approven afcerWwards in the Pres bytery, (o 
theve is ſomerbing ag ainft the truth clearly. 5. The Writer 
makes enumeration of elettions of Presbyteries arvided in judge 
mint , ſome dowbied, ſome diſſented from , or Proreſfed 
againſt, ſome both Wayer , Ent gives no particular 
inflancet of all cheſe [orrs ms ovely of two, theſe of Glaſgow, 
and Sterlin*; and' 1 [uſpelt be can give ns no more or very few. 
But fxthlyto themain drift of this inflanceexpreſsed in the {af 
words thereof, of all Which no rea/on canbe given, except the 
APF and Letter of the { ommijcion ; We aver, thi 15 AV 
yoor Way of proving, that the Lettty amd Att of the Commi(- 
fron had mach influrace yon tht elefhion of Commiſrioner s, as 
gains 4 thaw dinjing it, t6-(ay 16 0chey tebſon can bu goon, 
L 2 0 


of theſe elefied, and theſe not eletled, and this or that done a- 
gainft the eleftion of [ome oppoſers of the Publick Reſolutions, 
wt the Letter an1 Att of the Commiſrion; What is thu but 
to beyge the queſtion, and when you have affirmed a thing, and 
taken npon you to prove it to de no more for the proef of it, bur 
20 [ay the Alverſary cannot prove the negative, Whereas affir= 
mainti incumbir probatio, 4d yet my > another reaſon may 
be given of theſe things then What the writer. allradgeth, 
ſee page 19. ; 
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Ecauſe ſomething ſeems to the Author to be ſaid again 
what is now alleadged in the Writer his R-ply to the 
thud Oajction that he forms againſt his own Argument. The 
Author takes theſe things in confidera:i>n, and gives ſome An- 
ſwers unto them,but let us ſee what they «re. Firſt, he thiaks 
it too wide a word to fay , Taat all the Miniſters who did op- 
ſe the Publick Reſolutions , are known to be farthfull and 
neſt,and he gives an inſtance in the carriage of ſome of them 
that ſeems to weaken this teſtimony, his inſtance is, that ſome 
of theſe were not ſo Faithfull as they ſhould have been this laſt 
year paſt inthe particular of the Defence of che Countrey and 
Covenant : but what is this but a branch of the thing that is in 
Controverſic > Theſe Miniſters are perſwaded in their Confci- 
ences before the Lord upon good reaſon, that it would have 
been in them great unfait hfulneſſe to have allowed of that way 
of the Defence of the Countrey and Covenant holden forth in 
the Publick Refolutions,and that beſides all their provocatigns 
which arc great and many, they would by this #1io have been 
acceffory-to what the Nation ſmarts uader this day,as the righ- 
teous reward of ſuch revolting from Gad ; \and therefore it ye 
have no more to inftance but this , it doth not prove, but that 
they -may all ef them be ſtill called faichfull and honeſt men. 
Secandly be ſzyeth,Be it ſo that ſome were wont to be choſen 
Cotemillioors who were not now'cholen , yet this is licle to 
the points: hat EleRions was carryed by influence of :he Com - 
miſhons Letter and At . Bat granting that Presbyteries did 
| upon 


upon that Letter and AR, leavetheir wontcd way theſe years 
palt in th-ijr El-Rion, -ic is tothe point in hand , becuule it is 


preſnmptio juris,es dee; that this change flowed from the . 


influence that the Letter anJ AR had uponthem, the Author 
ſeeing ſomewhat of this , intimates another cauſe that moved 
that change, to wit, that the whole Kirk was growing feofible 
of this thing, as dangerous, whereiy the whole power of Pu3- 


' lick Government , was near becoine ſettled in the perſons of 


ſome particular men, and theſe but x few, as copftint Com- 
miſsioners , in which he thinks there will be need to. pre-li- 
mite Presbyterics;that they inake not an uſe of it. If the Lord 
ſhall be pleaſed again to grant the Liberty ' of an Aﬀtembly. 
Bac to fay nothing ,, that-this was the language -which was 


wont to be ſpoken ty diſ-affeRed men thee years paſt, eſpeci- 


aliy {i(-af Aed Mi ifters, who fell under che cenſures of the 
Charch, whoſe pretences and alleadgeances in thi particular 
have (trength added unto them by the Authors aſſerting the 
ſame thing : It is non carn/a pro canſa, as will appear by theſe 
two things; Firit,there were good 11any of th:ſe who were 
for the Pub'ick Ri(ojutions, who had wort to be Conmyſsio- 
ners theſe y-ars paſt, nad who had agreat;ſome of them a gret- 
ter (w-y- in Government than the other, and yet molt, if not 
all of theſe were choſcn alſo the laſt year. Now, if that was 
the caute which the Author ſpeaks of , why did it not briag 
forth the like etf-& in regard of b-th, ſeeing both were alike 
Iy:ble to that exception. Next,;frhe whole Church was ſo 
grown inthe (enſe of that evill, why did they noc provide the 


reinedy at the lait Ade nbly, 't being in their power (o to have 


done, and the Commiſ$sione;s ( asih- Aathors aff:rtion w:ll 
import ) having ſuch an i\npref5ion of the fame upon their 
ſpirits ?* If the Author will ſpeak his Conſcience, Ithiak he 
will not deny, but if theſe men whom he (ai h to have beea 
exciuded upon that gromd, have buen for the Pablick Roe 
tions,even thele among't them whoin that ground mn1zhe have 
been conceived to ranch mt, would have been choſra a1 ade 


mitted Co:nmifvioners as well as others. If the whole Church 


was growing (enfible of rhus ching , ſurely the Meeting, at Se. 


eAvareWs did litke regard er expiciic it , when they chooſed 
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ot the farmer Comwiſyion , whale pryceedings werethen in 
quiſhorzand to be-<ximined ur atom many preceding Com- 
mil$:00 an Alc bics: 4 aptzwho had been a chef Ator all 
that while in all th: fe things that conceriy Pablick Govern« 
met, which bſpcak pot; to bear ary pacticular blame upon 
himzot upon hrs Carriage but t-2 ler ſee that ether the whole 
Chucch was tor growing lenicble of this,as the Author infinu- 
atcs,or e'{c tha; hor ſenile oft inher Repreſentative, was let 
out, or holden in u90n men, according to their judgment and 
cairiage inthe Pablick Reſolutions 5 and fo was not the cauſe 
of the P.eG>'yicties, Not chooſing fuch as they were wont to 
chouſ:. Thirdly, That few oppolers were choſen ; he thinks it 
is no wonder, becaulc they are but few in comparilen of the 
reſt ot the Miniſtery of the Land. How few ſoever they. were 
in c:mp#/ i(on of th: reſt of the Miviſtetpin the Land, yet theſe 
of them who were formerly wont to be choſen Comwilsion- 
ers, w-icuoot few in __— of the reſt of the Commilzioners, 
neithet yt wre they ſofrw a8 the Author reckons themywhen 
he 1zyeth,that four parts of five of the Prerbyteries,had in them 
at tha;-time no oppolers to the Publick Reſolutions ; nays they 
w-re and arc ſti{l x very confiderable number; and whealoever 
an exact <alculativn ſhall be made by « particular kiſt of che 
whol- Minſtery in the Land , «nd of thele who were againſt 
thr P.bhck Retolutions at the rime of the EleRions,and of the 
whole Commitsioners of the Aſſembly at S. Andrews andDwe-» 
dce, ] belicvei! ſhall be found, that the number of Commilzio- 
ners who wer: choſen from among theſe who were againſt the 
P:blick R-{olutions, was no w3y 11 proportion .am{werable to 
th - nyinb r of the other: That ſome untatisfied, were cholen 
withou” another Election, and without Proteltation , even 
wncn neither whole Societies were unanimous: againlt the 
R-tviutions , Hor yet the plurality were appoſers, he doth 
ati-m ir,bur doth not prove itt for the idftances which he gives 
of th: Commilsioners,both ©; the Presbyte'y and Univerſity of 
«Aberdeen prove nothing lefle : For the Univerſity, the Letter 
«11 A \camenot to it, at leaſt, were not read in it,and the ply- 
rality thero were oppoters of the Publick Reſolutions : fd 
or 


one to be their Muderntor, who not onely had been Moderator «| 
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for the TRyary , by A kat wat 2 Proteſtitian 
2p4inft the oppoting B:other who was Choſen, which was #- 
ken up again with much difficulty, and ty earneſt dealing of 
ſome ofthe Brethren, oppoſite ' to- the Puvlick © Reſolutions, 
whole deſire was condeſccnded unto , with condition |} that 
there ſhould be a third Commiſzioner , it being in the mean 
while ſuggeſted im privare ;*that he who had firſt appeared in 
the Proteftation againſt the oppoſcrs,mighe be the man, which 
T relate not.opon hear-ſay , but upan the l1bſcribed teltimby 
of theſe who were witneſſes to the mareer of fat, So 1 liops, 
thatnothiog againſt the rrath hath been afſerted by. the Wri- 
tcr in this part of his Anſwer. © The Author ſayeth in a Paren- 
thcfis,that difſent:ng in the enumeration, is idlely reckoned up. 
Why he ſhould fay fo, T do not conjeture, unicfle that it be he 
thinks d:ſſeoting and proteſting the ſame thipg which they are 
not , as appears clearly from an At of the A0cmbly 1644. 
concerning diſſent and Proteſtations in P;evbyteries. He ſeems 
arſacisfied with the Writer,that whilft he makes enumeration 
of elections of Presbyteries divided in judgment, ſome doubtcd, 
fome diſſcyted from,or proteſted ageinſt,ſome both wayes,that 
he-gives no particular inftances of all theſe ſorts, but only tro, 
and he rells hic'Readerthat he fuſpeRts he can give no more,or 
very few.But he 15 ſuſpicious without cauſe, moe can be given 
and are given by the Writer. io that very Paper that the Ay- 
thor is replying to, arid moe then all theſe can yet be given if 
need be'e And though they were but few, this is no great 
wonder", becauſe ' there was but few Presbytcries did 


'chooſe any oppoſite to the Publick Reſolut ions,, or accord) 


tothe Awhor, could chooſe any ſuch, becauſe they had none 
fuch ainongſt them. Whereas he ſaycth,that it 1s a poor way 


-of proving the Aﬀ and Letter of the Commiſion to. haye had 
-much influence upon the ElcRior of Commilsjoners, to ſay, 


that of all this, uo other reaſon can be-given, becauſe it-is no 
more; but when you have affirmed a thiog, to ſay , that the 
Adverſary cannot prove the negative, whereas py igns © 5N- 
oumbiz prohazio. If the way of proving be poor, yetit is can- 
dide and ingenuons , by putting xn afvantage.in the hand of 
gzin-ſayers,if they can give another reaſon, which the _ hes 
aycs 
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ſayes may be given,and ſhall be conſidered in this place.z But 
'Juriſts will tell him, that iſ; nox nobis incambrt probatin , be* 

cauſe we have pre/umpiion:m furis, & de Furc que nos rele- 

wat ab encre proband , & probationem devolvit in adver(« 

FINN. | 
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S for the elefljons mentioned here a Word of them, and 
A then we paſse on to the next inſtance; for the; of Sreriine 
5t is known that the firſt'Proteſtation there, was not againſt the 
eleftion of eppoſers of the Reſolutions, but againſt no y poſers 
when ar the Dict of the Presbytery appoidtted for elettion of 
{ ommiſcioners to the Aſcembly, the matter Was put to veice, 
and Commiſcioners choſen by plurality of wores, ſome of ihe 
Brethren of that Presbytery, the fewer part in wumb:r di/- 
ſented , and the eleftion held a new Meeting by themſel vey 
W:thout the Foug Moderator and Clerk, and made a neW 
eletHon of t oppoſers of the Reſolutions ro be Commit; 51oners, 
was there not rea'on enough rs Proteſt againſs that clefHion 
( if it Was Proteft:d againſt ) beſide the Att and Letter of che 
"Commi/sion. As for that of Giaſgow be ir /o, that the Let- 
ter and Aft was 4 reaſon that moved ſome Brethren of that 
Presbytery to P roteſt againſt th- fir elefiion G being oppoſers 
. of the Reſolutions, yet U was not the rea/un that moved them 
ro Proteſt; they had ſundry other Weighty motives beſides thas 
as is known; yea, bt was evident, that it had the leaſt in- 
flnence in that matter of any; for in the eleftion that theſe [ame 
Brethren mad: afterWard, they chooſed one of the/e ſame oppe» 
ſers to be a Commi/s$1oner, notwithſtanding of the Att and Let- 
ter of the Commiſion, and I verily think, that there was none 
that at that time tn Eleftions paſſed by any oppoſers or diſſen- 
ters from the Eleflion of any of them, but they wonld have paſ- 
ſed by theſe [amr,and diſſented from theſe Jame,thogh there bad 
net at all ſuch a Letter and. «Att come from the Commi|riow, 
they conceived in i; ſelf a duty at chat rinve,and they looked npen 
the At andLeiter but as a Warning , the more to make them 
mindfull of their duty. 
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He Author doth much miſ-repreſent the inſtance of $:4- 
Wy n ſeverall important circumſlances: Firſt, he fay-th, 
that the Commiſsjoners in the firlt Elet:on were. choſen by 
plurality of votes; There were that day but thirteen Members 
of the whole Minittcrs and Ruling Elders preſent in the Pre(- 
bytery, and but fx of theſe yoted to rhe choice of theſe Com: 
miſsioners, and (ix are not the plurality of thirtcen. Sccondly, 
in that he ſaye'b, That che fewer part in number , diſcontent 
at the El-Rt:on, held a new Mecting by thewſelves,without the | 
preſent Moderator and Cie'k. There was no Elc&ion at all 
for which they could bc dilcontented ; neither were they the 
fewer patt in number , neither did th:y v.ect by chewſel yes 
without the preſ-nt Moderator and Cl:1k, but the whole Prefs. 
bytcry met at th: ordinary diet, with the preſent Moderator 
and Cicrk,chough a long time after the Mectinggthe Clerk Fal- 
ling lick, 11d with-draw;and whi:ſtthe Moderator was preſent, 
is w4s found very clear 19 the winues of the Prezbytery , that 
there had been no Elicion at the former dict, and the Presvy- 
tcry did by plural ty of voices, theModerator and all the fricnds 
of the Puvlick R-f--lutions of their number being preſent, con- 
cluds , thar th: y ſhould then proceed to the election of Com- 
miſsioners,'a which votes four oniy of che whole nuimnber;did 
voice in th- Negative ;, after which, the Moderator and theſe 
of his mind,rewoved upon a diſcoment ; after whole going, 
the Presbytery did proceed to the eleRion of Commiliioners. 
Theſe things as to the cruth of thein, necds not to: be queltio- 
ned, becaule they arc agrecabie tothe Reg ſters of the Presby- 
tery, wh'ch are patent to any who defixesto ve informed there! 
of. As for that of Gle/gow, the Authol yeelds, that the AX 
was 2 reaſon that moved fome Brethren in.that Presbytary to. - 
proteſt againſt che firlt EleRion,vut ſayes,that it is not the only 
reaſon that moved them,theyhad ſundryother weightymotives 
befides. If it way 3 reaſon;then certainly. it had influence. upon 


theirjudgments, againſt the chuſing of luck as were op Polgtng 
M _ the 
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the Publick Reſolations , and fo here was 8 pre-limitation by 
the AR and Letter of the Commiſſion. That th:y chooi.d 
one of theſe oppoſers tobe a Comimilsioner , notw.thſtanding 
of the AR and Lerter: That doth not make it evident, that che 
ARand Leiter hal the leaſt influence on them in excluding of 
others; there might be, and there was another reaton of their 


fo doing. Asto that perſon that made them diſpenſe with. 


the Letter «nd Act of the Cemmitvion : He was precious and 
dcar to the godly who knew him in all parcs of the Land for 
his tendernefle and piety, aad was but lately leofed from the 
bonds of his captiviry, andif they had rej- cd him, It would 
have been a great 1mputation apou them, to ſay nothing that 
their deſigne had been more open and manifeſt ; yet the Au- 
thor cannot but remember, that notwithſtinding he was cho- 
ſen both by them,and alſo in the firſt cleRt.on, yet was it refu- 
ſed ro let him fit m the Aflemblie , till that reaſon (ſhould be 
firſt diſcuſſed , though -it was propounded and -urged by a 


very Honourable Ferfon, a Member of the Aflembly ;I cannot 


ſub{crive tothat whick the Author thuiks,that there was noQEe 
at that time,who in Elections paſſed by avy oppolers,or diflen- 


ted from the EleRions of ary of them ; but th-y would have 


paſſed by theſe ſame , and diſſcnted f om theſe ſame, though 
there had not at all fuch an AX and Lettcr come from the 
Commiſsion. If there wereno more to prove , that ſuch a 
thopght is not Weil bottomed, but this one thing, that ſome in 
the Presbytety of Daxket, diflented from the elcion of theſe 
who were oppoſite to the Pudlick Retolutions,mcerly and on- 
ly upon the Letter and Actof the Commiſsion, as miy be ſeen 
in on reaſons of their diflcat given uato the Syaod,it is enough 
to-do If» 


VImnDICATISO NN: 


T He firſt Inflence to prove the great influence that the Let» 
ter and Alt had upon elettions, the Prerbytery of Dunkel 
having choſen then Commi/rioner one of that numbrr Who was 
« Member of the Commiſion; baving proteſted againſt the E- 
leftion , becanſe [nch as Were choſen Wert wnjari:fied wth rhe 
Co 


” 
WM 7 
-BY * 

& Up 


es 
( emmiſrions proceedings. The Synod of Pearth meeting alittle 
afrer gand receiving the Aft and Leiter of the Commiſion, did 
thereupon ſuſt ain the diſſent and Proteſtation of that man in 
their number , and:did appoint the Precbytery of Dunkel: to 
chooſe the Commi/rroners new again. Aiife This is the onely In- 
ſtarce allcadged with ſome colour to evidence ſome influence of 
che Commſ1ions Letter and At ;' but yet When it is diſcuſſed, 
there will be litle to the purpoſe foundin it, but ler it:be /o,that 
the Synod [uſt ained the Proteſt ation on that groun!,and appoin- 
gel anew Elettion ; yet it is known that the Presbytery in the 
ſecond Elettion, ſtill aid chooſe Brethren diſ-ſatisfied with the 
Reſolntions , and as ] believe theſe [ame Whom they bad choſen 
before,who Were admitted in the eAſſembly without any queſti= 
on, and reaſencd and voted therein according to their minae, 
Without any reftraint or hindrence;(o that if there was any fanls 
bere,us 4s, ha be well in the Synods Att, but not in the Presby- 
tery, which was the onely Att abour thi buſineſſe, capable af, 
& chargeableWwith the fanit of pre-limitation butthis was done 
With freedoms. T his much 16 the one part of the Aſſumption,wher- 
by it may appear,that Whatever prelimitations were,or might be 
in the Commi|$10ns Att or L: tier ; yet the El: tions were free, 
becauſe Presbyteries therein Wrre not paſsinely pre limited, 
but chooſed m Jy according to they own minde, Were there 
no more to be ſaid, this much may make. the Proteſters bethink 
th:m[clues better in their ſecond thenghts of their raſhadventus 
ring upon ſo high an At as a Proteſtation and Declinature of 4 
Gener all Aſembly,as unfree and unlawful,and way make others 
adviſe beter ere they adjoyn themſelves to it by approbation. 


RmEV1I1LW. 


Lheir this Inſtance ſeem? to the Author to, be ajleadged 

with ſome eolour to evidence ſoine influence of theCom- 
miſ>ions Letter and At,; yet be thinks when it is diſcuſſed, 
there will be found litle to the purpoſe in it , and his reaſon is, 
becauſe jt is known that the Pregbytcry at the ſecond Eleftion 
Rill did chooſe Brethren dif-latisfied. with the Reſolutions,and 
2 23 
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as kc believes theſe ſame whom they had: choſen before; &e. 
But notwithſtanding of all the Author ſays, there is very mach 
to the purpoſe init. Firſt, there is this in it to the purpole, 
that che 1nd 2menis and voices of ſome of the Mcmbers of the 
Presbytery,viz.of theſe who dia diflent trom the firſt ele&ion 
were pre-}imited by the Letter and Act of the Commillion, 
they giving theſe onely forthe reaſon of theit dillent. Secondly, 
there is this in it to the purpoſe, that the judgment of the 
whole Synod, which doth 1nclude five Presbyteries ( except a 
f-w who did diflent from,and Protett againſt the Synod, (uſtaie 
ning the-difſcnt of theſe 1n Daxke! from the EleQtion -upon 
that ground ) was by the ſame Letter and AR pre-limited to 
the declaring of that EleQtion vo1d and null, meerly upon this 
rex{»n,that they had proceeded contrary to the L-tter and A& 
ofth: Comm 1107.  Thirdly,there is this tothe purpole init, 
that the whole Presbyterie was fo -pre-limiced by an Act of 
the Synad,tounded oo the other Att and Letter, 8s to be neceſ- 
fi:nte to pifle from the firſt Eleftion which was lawfully made, 
and egainſt which no exception was wade, but the Letter and 
AA; and to make a new Eleftion, that they did again chooſe 
pertons oppofice to the PublickReſolutions, was fromthe over- 
bearing Conſcience of their duty. That they were admitted 
in the Aflembly without any quetſtion,is fot true; their admit- 
tence was queſtioned by a Mcmber of the Commiltion, then a 
Member of the Aſſembly, a man zealous for the Publick Refo- 
In:jons: and the Moderator perceiving that others oppofite to 
the Publick Reſolutions were like to take advantage by.it, he 
did handſomely wave it: Now, thelc things being, examined 
which the Author ſayeth to the firſt part of the Aſſumption ,I 
leave it tobe judged whether he had cauſe to ſay, that what- 
ever pre-limitations were inthe Commiſsions At and L-tter, 
yet the EleQtions were free, becauſe Presbyteries therein were 
net paſsivcly pre-limited bur cheſen freely according to their 
own minde ; and whether he had caule to drew lo ftrong in- 
ſolting lines as he ſubjoyns thereto,If thore be no more to ſay 
then he hath yet ſaid, b profeſle ingenuouſly,I ſce a0 cavie why 
the Proteſters ſhould bethink theaſelves better in their ſecend 
thoughts of their edvcnturing og ſuck « high AR, as topre- 
teſt 
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teſt ngdioſt, aud decline from that Mecting at'St, 'AudreWr,and 
Dundee ns not being a lawfull free General] Aſ:nbly, ar why. 
others ſhould have adviſed bettcr, ere they bad joyiied theigs 
ſelves to it by approbation-;z it icems alittle beyond the bounds 
of madelly for men to drive; and vent ſuch concluſions upon 
their own reaſonings, rhough haply they mighu;bear them; -It 
being fic eo leaye thele things to the judicious and unbyaſſed 
Readers, to give judgement 8s they find cauſe. 


VINDICATION: 


I T 5s trxe that for pref of the wnlawfuluecſs of theſe yreteuded 
Ajsemblies, condemned by the eAſsembly at Glaſgow 38. 
among ſi other reaſons the want of freedome in the matter of 
eleFiion of Commiſ1ioners is allcadged as a main and principal 
one, but there the mat ter Was not meerly allcdged, but clearly 
evidenced, that the Commiſrioners ſent to theſs Meeting « were 
not indeed etefted hy Presbyteries, but nominated by the K ings 
Letters, Soc Seſvion 12. Reaf. againſt the pretended Aſsembly, 
at Lithgow 1606+ aud at Glaſgow 1610, 
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He Author for taking off of this prejudice, and rexſon 

which fiood in the way of the Aﬀ4embly at Glaſgow 38. 
who prove the unlewfulneſſe of theſe 'pretended Afttemblies 
the want of freedoine in the njattsr of election: of Com 
oners faith, that their matter was not meerly all-adged, but 
clearly evidenced that the Coinmiſsioners ſent to theſe Meet- 
ings were not indeed elected by Presbyteries, but nominate b 
the Kings Letters, if he mean thatthey were not freely elected 
by Presbyteries proceeding meerly ex proprio wotw ;” Tt is true 
becauſe the King and the Biſhops . Letters had influcnee v 
ther to pre-limite their elefions, but if he mean that 
were not all eleted by Presbyteries, nor had any Commilsi- 
on from them, but eaine meerly upon che! Kings Letters, it is 
not true; becanſe a)beit thereaton againſt the pretended Aſ- 
ſembly at Z:#bgow 1606, ſeems to fayour this, yer that againſt 

the 
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the-pretended Alſ:mbly at Giaſzow 1610. intimateteth that 
th. y w recholcn ani had Commitsions, becauſc'iit ſaith Firlt, 
th-t th: fions were not free;antleRtion then ther: was,out 
not » free eletion; 'f there had beer) no eleRion, the Aflem- 
bly 38. would,no Guettion have fo expreftid ifyas importing 8 
realou of nuliity morcClear and ſtrong. Next,that the Biſhop 
of St. Andrews required th:m to fend fuch Cominiſstoners as 
th- King had nominate, affuring them that no other would be 
acceptcd; If the Presbyreries did ſend them as their Commilſ- 
fioners,then ſome ſort of eletiortherebehoved to begas indeed 
there was, bor h to that Atlembly at Z'thgow 1606. and that 
oft G/a gow 1615, For clearing of. which, it would be re- 
meinbred, that: there is an clecRion material}, when perſons 


are jniirucel ad authorized ty us as our Commilsioners, 


though we have not nNowinate.'a 1d formal'y.chouſen them for 
that <ff-&zand an ciet:on formal, when we do formally nomi- 
nate and chooſc, an cleRtion materjaſl there was at Lirhgow, 
becauſe thoſe who w:re nominate by the Kings Letter, were 
inſtructed and autho:1zed by thePregbyteries 8s their Commil- 
fioners;and th:rcfo.c 1n the 4+ reaton tor null ;fyingof that Aſ- 
ſc mbiy, there is ment10n of the power which thele Miaiſters 
had,:n1 of thelimitaricn thereof by theirPresbyteries;bur there 
was no formal nomination of theſe men by the Preabyteries, 
therefore it is ſaid 40 the 2. reaſo';, that they were not at all e- 
let:d |y thyirPres' yreric $:but at Gla/gowr 610.there was both 
a2muerall and f..rmall elcRior,; hough not tree but pre-liini- 
ted, becaule.th: K.ng and the Biſhops bad defigned the per- 
ſors whom they woutd have them to lend; and let it be con- 
fidered, whether upon the, matcer there be not the Ilike and 
as rcall} « pre-hmuation, by, the AR and Letter ef the Com- 
miſs10nz;In the year 16c6. and 1610-the King and theB'ſhops 
nom;n:te who ſhall con:cand debgn, whom the Prevbytery 
ſhall !ead, w:thavt | wing them to chooſe ſuch of their num- 
ber as they chought fit, and 1 th+- year 1651. the Commilsion 
defignes who of cheir g 1mber they ſhall not ſend, ts wit,none 
that were, oppoſite to. the Puvlick Reſolutions! ( for this 
much their, A& whereio they require them to be- cited to the 
Aſſcmbly duth 1mport ,, 8 atterwardy ſhell: be cleared ) not 

leaving 


wg 


leaving Prezbyteries totheir own freedome,, chooſe luch of 

their numier as thy cho!:ght fit, and is not the one of thee 
a pre-h1mitation,and hinders a free Choice a5 wel as the othe: > 
Doth not he pre-limite who faith that you thall not chv0 1e 
ſuch,men of your pumber, as well ss he who faith you ſhall 
chooſe ſuch men of your number; in the mean while it is to'be 
obſeryed,! hat the Aflembly 38. hath no ſuch diſtinhicn asthat 
of ative and pafsive ſolicitations, but inf. rs the laſt Pceſumpti- 
ON jars. de jwre from and upon the fiiſt, and nut without 
good reaſon, becauſe none doubt of the fluence of commands 
of Superiors, when the delire.is granted, and. the direction is 
followed by the iaferior, eſpecially when the cf; is cortiary 
to the former cuſtome aad praQtiſe when they were tice: B. - 
cauſe the Anthor hath endeavoured todarken 25 much as he 
can the pre-limiting, of the eleRions in Presbyteries , by the 
Letter and At of the Commulgion, .Þy his diltinQion of active 
and paſſive pre-limitation , thcretore upon ſuppolall that the 
Letter and AR of the Commiſsion, did contaia a pre-l:mita- 
tion of the eleR1ons, which ſhall be afterwards cleared; | rea- 
ſon thus ; For proving thar Presbyteries were palliv: ly pre- 
limited in their elections by: that Letter and AR ; ;, whoſoin 
their cletions accepts of, and yeclds ovetience unto a Letter 
and At containing & pre- limitation of their cleRions; are pal- 
Gvely pre-limited in their cletions: But the Presbyrtcries 1d 
accept of, and yecl.| obedience to ſuch a L trer and At, ergo, 
&c. The f:rit Propoſition is a clear truth, and agreeable to the 
Authors own words when he is explaining paffive pre limira-: . 
tion, acive ſolicitation of Judges and members of a Judicaiory 
faith he-proves not a Judicatoty corrupt, uolefſe it canbe evi- 


' denced, that they have accepted and yeel:icd urto the ({: li- 


citation. The ſecond Propoſition to wit, That the Presbyreries - 
did accept of, and yeeld obcdicnce unto that Letter and AR, 
becauſe it was net onely received and read in the moſt part of 
Presbyteries before th.i7 elections, wit hout any teſtimony given 
apainf if, but alſo appointed to be put upon rec«- rd intheir tooks 
in teſtimony of their approving thereof, and as the ground aid 
order of their proceedings in the things contained therein, and 
obedience was giventhereto in moſt places , by forbearing to 
chooſe any ſuch as appears by the Rolls of the Commullioners, 

in 


Ed ee Oe #05, > NP | | 
in ſame placed rativerſing fortner eleftions,und appointinghety 
ves tobe 1nade up on that gr-und, as Sppears-th the cleRi- 
ors of the P:cabytery of Danke! ; in tome places oppoſing the 
Thvoſing of twch as were oppolite t& the Publick Reſolutions, 
and diffenting from, and Proteſting agamiit their bejog choſer,, 
Xs ith the EleQions of 'Gla/gow , in ſuch places intimating to 
Tvch-as were < hovfing in their abſence, that they might not ad- 
mit them volefſe they did declare themſclves ſatisfied wich the 
Publick Retolutions, as it the pregbytery of Aﬀearnes; for ve- 
tifying of which, I deſire it rv be taken notice off that that Preſ- 
byrery hiring choten the Lord Ar barthner to be Rulihg Elder 
tothe Generall Aﬀembly, thry did afterwards writ voto him 
a Letter, and ſcar by ſome of their owt! number, in which 
Letter are Contained theft words: We have fenttwo of our 
number who will take your Lordſhips Detlaration when you 
accept and give your oath-to diſcharge your ervſt faithfully, 
whether your Lotdſhip is ſatisfied with the Publick Reſolbti- 
ons; but if you have any hefitation and ſerouple therein(ds we 
hope you have not ) we muſt make choice of another, and in 
ſome places refuſing upon that atcompt to lubſeribe and ap- 
provethr Commils:on of theſe 'who were ſent From Burghes, 
#s ih the Presbyrety of Kirk a/the, who after the reading the 
ſard At and Lercer of the Commiſion, did refuſe to f {crive 
the Commileion given by the Burgh of Bra»:3/and'to May nm 
eAitonn; becxuſe he compeared not with the Commil5ieti 
hwmfcifto decia_e his minde anent the Publick Relolations. 
Theſe thy be inſtances enough to prove their obedience ; Fit 
wire needf.lf ro take u” time in ſo clear a bafinefle, we could 
bring ſurid! y moe which we now delay, becaufe they may be 
ſabjcyned ro rhe ead of this Paper ; bot ro ſay no mote of this 
poſe, 'the Syhods a0 Presbyretict citing of ſuch to the Ge- 
ner! Afſ-mbly as did oppoſe the Publick Reſolutions by the 
otder 5} the Letter and AR ( whichorder for citation did by 
neeeffiry conſequetice theaphcitate them tb beCotmmiſdioners ) 
is an v1denyable tcſtimony that they accepted of; and yeelded 
obediviice thettunto. : Sore 3 bad, 
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hg Beal bn EE. 
Ur letus prove it further in'the diſcovery of the nullity 6 
I Icke firf x54 and for that purpoſe Eb the ether ”T 
ticular thereof, which concerns the Commiſst1ons Att and Let - 
ters As to the matter in Generall, the Proteſters themſelves 
wer any other judicions or ſound Chriſtian Will ſay and think, 
that the eleltion of ( ommiſ[cioners inPresbyteries ought to beof 
ch a lax liberty as is bounded With no limitations a; all; this 
was the looſe way pleaded for by the Arminiaens at the Synod 
of Dort, and Which Would tend to the ſubverſion of true Reli- 
gion; certain it is, that Prechyterics are ſo far limited in this 
that they mnſt not chooſe any to be (om miſcioners to a General 
Aſſembly, that teacbes Doftrine contrary to the word of God, 
and Conſtitution of the Kirk agreeable thereanto, and there- 
foreif 4 Conmmiſtion of the Gen. Aſſembly, or any other Kirk 
Tulicatory, according to their intereſt, perceiving Minifters 
throughoutrheKirk teaching comtraryts the truth,orprattiſing 
ro the prejudice of the true Religion, ſhonld Writ to Precbyteries 
defiring them not to chooſe any ſuch Commiſcioners to a Gene- 
rall Afembly, this were no andige pre. limitation or prejudging 
their Liberty ingelettion, but a neceſſary and lawfull warning 
putiring them in minde of, aud ftirring them to a duty Where- 
wngo they were bound , thengh no ſuch direftion were ſent to 
them; T his laid dewn in generall, as to that-Att and Letter of 
the late ({ommi[510u /els to Preibyrteries,We ſay firſt, That the 
| Commiſ1ion did noching' therthn but ther which other Kirk- 
Meetings and Commiſtion; had done before thew in the [ame 
matter, in relation to the eleflion of Commiſtioners to the Ge- 
»erall eAfembly, all Which muſt fall into the ground as wall; 
waf? ce und wunlall, if the late Generatl eAſrombly > be' un- 
ce aud unlewfull in its conflitutions ;"Vpon rbig accompt 
We winſt look back to the Generall eAſsembly ar Glaſgow 38, 
itſelf, what direfFions were ſent from the Tables then at Edin- 
burgh i» relation ts elettingCommiſrioncys thereunre. Next, 
we muſt refer \alſo ro. the Levers fent 10 'Presbyteries by' the 
Kirk, Commiſrionannis 1639. 4v. 41; roncerning \Commu(3i- 
ans te Brothren to IE” ho 20s , all Which ave 


yet 


got extant in Presbytery Books, but We ſhall content our ſelves 
to hold near hand; the {ate Commi[c108 did nothing but waat 
the Commiſſion dd in the.year 45. Whorein the ohief (Protefters 
had a chief bandgand yer maingain the. lawfuinefſe of thrat doc d, 
and the froedeme end lay uinefſe of toe conſtitution of thay Af 
fembly that fol /oWed therewpen : T's this the Writer of the 
large Paper replyeth jundry things in aujWer to Objottron x, 
Bat nothing to tak; Away the force thereof 2 Firſt, ha hints at 
two differences berween the ene and the other , as he would 
have thereadey think be might make uſe of, but paſethb by, as 
having to ſay beſias ; To (ay verbing (ſaith he ) of the diffe- 
reuce of-yeferonce ava citation, neither yet of the diffroncy of 4 
Letter and Att importing that thers is @ conſiderable drffer 
rence bei \veen theſe things, and that the Cammiſcion 48, ape 
pointed perſons diſventient from them. ouely to be referred,” and 
did ſand 6 letter only; whereas, the Commiſtion 50. made ay 
2/44 alſo, aud appointed Perſons alſo tobe cited is the Gene. 
nall A(rembly; ro weich we appane firff, the diff-rence between 
4 citation andareference , When the reference af aper/ov 10 he 
tryed and judged on 4 fault , and the perſon 31 prefent wt rhe 
reference is juſt nething, [te Aſcombly 1643+ Seſſion 2. Hng.\q. 
Overtures anent Bils, fc. And 1 defore: the Writer p8 
ſay if it Was nat rhe purpoſe of the Conmurſhon 48, vbeu they 
did require Precbyraries to refer ſuch to the Gen, Ajrembly that 
thereſpould be laid ou thaw an obligation legal tocompearperſes 
waly before the Gen, Aſgembly for tryal as 1enve-xpeu then, 
and what elſe 5s the end of 4 cit arion and {unmamonds, nor yo! is the 
mere differonce bet Wixt the AH of the Commiſſion and perſons 
ta be referred or cited by Precbyteries, and « Letter requirs 
it ae be done, for is there no; an Att for {uch a Letter, and 
matter ofit,aud hath theLettar it [elf the farce of au AR ;would 
nee the refuſing of what is: deſired be counted diſobedience 26 
the ( ommiſſion ? But it [cemeth the Writers memory bath 
ded here, behold an Atbenterminis, 6s it flands rexiffy ate in 
the Commuſcion book the 5. of June 1648. The Commſſion of 
the Generall Aſrembly recommends parneftly te Precbyteries t6 
14ks [peciall netice of every Brothers 64: riage inthe Publ 
kufineſs that if any be fonnd that de not declare themſelves 4- 
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be Common Re/olations thereof 5 they be referred. to 
the next Generall Aſ3tmbly, and if any of thens have xtreaiy de- 
tlared for it, that they ve preſently cenſored , fic fab- Andrew 
Kets This may make us dewbt the wore of alledgances of this 
kjnle, after Wards in waters of fark ; when we ſee not tltar 
#nd cirenmftantiat teſtimonies of Regiſters brought forth, 
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Ix ap{wer to what is herefaid by the Author, I acknowledge 
Þ chat the ele&ions of Commiſſioners in Presbyteries ought 


not to beluck as is bounded with no littitarions,and that if any 


Commiſſion of x Generall Aiſembly, or any other Ghurch ſu- 
dieatory, accord.ng to their intereſt, perceiving Miniſters 
throughout the Church teachg contraty, or pradtiling to the 
prejudice of theTruth ſhould write to Presbyteries defiring not 
to chooſe any fuch Commſ*10ners to a General Aſſembly,this 
were no undue pre-|imitation or pttjudging theft liberty 1n c- 
lteion; I believe that none of the Proteſters will differ from 
the Author in this : That Presbyteries ovght rivt ro choole any 
to be Cortmiſſioners that teathes: dofrine contrary ro the 
word of Gdd, and Confticttrions of rhe Kirk apreeable thereto, 
and if rhe Commiſion in their Letter «nd ARthad terminaed 
themſelves within theſe bounds, to Provtefter would have con- 
troverted with thety about it, xnd T think-neither will he con- 
trovert withthem this, tharif s Comwilgion , or ary other 
Kirk pnwoe ney doAritie contraty tothe word of God, 
and to the coriftitarion of the Church sgrecable thereanto,and 
(rite £6 Presbyceries co chooſe note to be Commiffionet#ts 
chic Genersl Attembly who 46th oppvfeſuch &6Arinegtiint thits 
is « pre-tjmiting and pre judging of Pregbyteries in the liberty 
of their leRtions , according tb thefe tortieſcemivine. The 
Commiſſionin the 5 1. bavitg {ent to Presbyterics & Letter awd 
ARbefvre theitele&ions retdring thereto; Tr fees uhavoidebly 
6 follow, rhat ſome tinitativn #nd <redive thete was ity thee 
Later avid Ad concerning the cledions : But all the queſtion 
is, whetherit was 2 [1nittt jon wire Mieor vawirtinatic. 


Now if ſo, why hath the Author ſo cautioufly, and ſo much 
N 2 wraltled 


' wraftledtodenythatthatletter and ARt had wy influence upon ih 


the ele&ions inPresbyteries;if it was nothing but a neceflary & 
lawful warning, putting them in mind of ,and ſtirting them up 
to a duty. whercto they were bound, though no ſuch direction 
had been feat unto them, then there was no cauſe to be affraid 
ofthelooſfirgof any ground by. acknowledging of its influence, 
the Authors long wrangling about that,doth cicher ſecm ts ſay 
that he is-ſuſpicious of the limitation contajaed therein, as not 
being warrantable,or elſe that hehath too great good wil to diſ- 
pute, ſeing this would have been a ſhort and ſatisfying ag- 
ſwer. The Commiſſion in their Letter and AR d13 pur as 
bonds on Presbyterics in the eleion of Commitgioners, but 
ſuch as are well warranted by the word of God, and Ads and 
Conſtitarions of this Church, and therefore as the one did no- 
thing but their duty in holding forth the ſame, fo the other 
did nothing but their duty in accepting thereof, and giving 0- 
bedience thereto. His loog and operous diſputation gives his 
readers occaſion to think, that he is jealous of ſo opea a3ipliain 
a defence: His next and great refuge is, that the Comnmiſsion 
did nothing therein but what otherCowmiltions and mec eings 
had-done before them in the ſame matter, in relation to the e- 
leRion of Commiſſiogers, which I do confidently devy, for 
the inſtances which he names in the years 1638. 39. 40. and 
41+ Becauſe he doth but name them without condeſcending 
upon any particular,which it is like he would have done, if he 
had found them much tohis purpoſe ; I paile them with theſe 
conſiderations,t hat what was doae in 38. was no. authoritative 
direion,but a friendly. information and advice,and.that not in 
a Church adhering to Reformation, but ina Church that had 
made defeRion therefrom,and what was done 39. 40. and 41. 
was agrecable to the Word of God, and conſtitutions of the 
Churck : But what was done in the 51. was an authorits- 
tivedircRion in a Church now reformed from corruptioas, 
and was contrary te the word of God,and conftitutions of this 
Church, As to the inſtance of the Commil$ion 1648.which he 
makes kis great refuge, and the ings which he ſaith thereof; 
Firſt, Ido not know who are the chief Proteſters, they arc all 
joyued as youk-fellows in one and the ſame duty, ud 1 _ 
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he dock us tittfe know who has # ehicf hatld 5s thit fille 4g. 
but I believe;alt ofthe Proteſters do own it; and maintain boil; 
the lawfulnefle «fthat ders, and the freetome ard lawfulneſh 
of the Conftitution of that Aſembly,and yer.do no ways there- 
by hold themſelyes bound to maintain the deed of the Com- 
miſsion 1651: orthe freedom and lawfulneſſe of the Aﬀlembly 
of that year, becauſe if rhe great differences betwixttheſetwo 
deeds,which dorh ill yet ſtand anreconciled, notwithſtanding 
all the pains th: Anthor hath taken to. make themiſpeak the 
ſame thing. As to pre-limitgtion , I ſhall not wrangle with 
him about t he diff-rence of Reference and a Citation, whether 
it b- conſiterable ornot; onely this , the Refcrence in the 48. 
was nota Reference of particular concernment,(of which ſoft 
only the Alltembly 1643+Sefl.2. eLug.3-ſpeaks, making it equi- 
valent to a Ciration if the perſon be preſert ) or inorderton 
ſentence vpon the perſons,and therefore requires no Citation'in 
caſe of their abſence,but of generall:concernment,that the Aſ- 
lemblym:;ghrafrer hearing ſuch of themſelves as did appear be- 
fore them,adviſe what courſe to preſeribe to Presbyteries anent 
them; and if.a R: ference and a Citation (as he ſtates it') be a- 
lone,why did the Co:nmiſsion of the 51 require them not on» 
+ +>  lytobereferred,butalſotote cited. If he fay, becauſe they 
might happen to be'#bſent fromthe Presbytery, then cither the 
Comnniſsjon'in the 48 and their C!erk,did/nor unJerſtand theſe 
Legalities,or clſe they meaned not to have them' cired, incaſe 
of their abſence fromthe Presbytery. As to his defire to the 
Writer, I have ſpoken with him concerning his knowledge of 
the purpoſe of the Commiſsion inthe year 1648. when they 
did defirc Presbyteries to referre ſuch to the Generall Afem- 
bly. and he defires me to return the Author this auſwer, That 
to the belt of his knowledge, and ſo far as he doth remember, 
the Commiſsion had not that purpoſe,that there ſhovid be laid 
ontheſe who were refcrred, an obligation legall, to compeare 
peiſonally before the Generall Aflembly-, for trysll and ſer- | 
tence upon them; and he ſeems to me therein to ſpeak truth : I 
Firſtbecauſe there is no mention-in the- AF of uſing any Cits- ; 
tion tothoſe who ſhall be abſent from the Presbyteries, with- 
out which there could be in that caſe no obligation-upon them 
to 
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-$0@mpear.: Secondly; becauſe they lay no legall.obJligzation * 
; upon3he Prevbyeerieograther to Cite Orire ferre thembut recom- 
mcndspnely to reforre them ; and I do not{ee hew any Pref- 
byccries eetuling what was detired,could have, been ſeytenced 
for diſobedience, 1 krow that when any Jadicatory writes 
aLeact, here is an At tor it,and for the matter of it ;;-Hut' rhe 
Author 13a lithe widen his Criticks,when he weth, That the 
Lerter ix ſelf hath the force of an At. "if he mean iti of every 
Letter from @ Judicatory,, . wherein any thing is recommended 
or delired to be done, and of an Att laying on alcgall oblieari- 
on; but behol4 { taysih the Aathor) an ARt in termwincs, as it 
ſands regiſtrate inthe Commiſsion- Books: the 5. of Tune, 
1648, | The Commiſs'vn of the, Geiterall Aflemibly recom- 
mends earactily-to Pregbyterivr, to take ſpeciall notice of every 
Brothers.carriage in the Publick buſineſie, that if any be faund 
that do.not declacethemlelves againit rhe preſent Malignant 
courle, aor joyn withtheir Brethrea inthe cotomonReſoluti- 
ons thereof , they be referred to the next Generall Aſſembly; 
and if any of th: hve alrcady, declared for'ir , thet they 
preſently centured, fic ſnb/crivitur Andrew Ker,” For all the 
Authors exclamation, here is yet no AR, I mean nothing au- 
thoritative and importing 4 legall obligation,bur as meer recom- 
mendation; whio fo peruſesthe Commalgions Books, will find 
their Acts bywhich they mean ro lay on leg! obligations upot 
theſe whom th:y concern, caiten in another mould, they do or- 
dain, appoint or require,as is evident from the” Lettersand AM 
fromtheCommils:00 5 1 relating totheoppoſits of the Publicl 
Reſolutions, And albeit the Authors memory huch failed him 
ih.a word, in-calling it a Letter, yet ir hath failed him nethic 
upen the muter, ſceingit 15 clexr, thar his meaning wes, that it 
was aothiog authoritative for laying on vlegall obligation;bue 
a Letter,or ſuch a thing as « Letters char nſunlly doth ently re- 
commend or defire,und therefore this ſo'{mall & miftike, needs 
not make'any to dout the more of altradgearives of 'this-kind 
afterwards in. matters of fat, though huply clear' en4 circum- 
ſtaatiall teſtimonies of Reyiſters be not brought forth ; ml if 
the Author will be content ta be waighed is kis'dwn batlance, 
there ſhall upon this ground bejult ecrafion to doubt of tnary 
| things 
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t bings which he ſayeth,becauic be Joth oft-times in matters of 
fa, ailect things thet neverbads beivg, Jer-be to 1wiſtake the 
na'r.c of a Papergty calling it a Eetter, when it 15 an AQ}. Prot 

what hath becn18id'4vie appeares that "there is ar conhe: 
rable &iff-rence detwint what was don-n the Comm, i{sier' 48, 
and the Commfwion $1: I1#thet 49 there 48 6 more but & 
meer recommendanon toveferreto the Aſſembly, which doth 
net lay 8ny lega}] obligations upor- the Pres yreries todo it;nor 
upon the perions to compenre incaſe ofrhoir abſence from the 
Preabytery,ard got being erred; Bit in'rh© 5 + there is Tforimat 
aut horirative ARgrequiring them tote refcrrad and cited. © 


Mz uDIiCATION 

' Ow 10 ey prefers prrpoſe;if ye Will compare this Att of 
V che Commiſion 48,with the AF and Letter of the, Com- 
mſcion 5.1 nor in queſtion, The Letter will bef#und mach \more 
moderave andſparing; for firjt, the Att and Letter of the Com- 
miſ150n'5 1,deth no? require the Pretbyteries-rs cenſare gny at 
att fer oppoſing Publick Refolutbery, birt ITED rhens't# 
he referred ind eired to the Grndrntl Hiſembly, whites the's- 
ther: 48 requiretythat all w ho did aeclart in the leaff ay t\vft 114 
| Refalnrions, be cenſured prefently, ſundry bring depoſed; namely 
© fer ſpeaking ſome fow words ag inſt the CommiſtionsDeclabar 
againſt the ongagement:2tbt AA & Letter of FheCommiſtien, 
requires uot ( as che orher tury) any to be referred for meer "fie. _ 
lence, nor all that profeſſed themſelves  anſatiificd with the 
Publick Reſolutions , thongh after conferene rbey remained 
unſatiified,but only ſuch as make oppoſition fo the Publick Res» 
ſolutions, Yea, only ſuch as continued initheir ppofrien obſti- 
nate, all due means of /atisfattion being offered and, refuſed) 


16 the bindering people from going forth to the Preſtnt and ne 

cefſary defence of the Land, ' and not draWing orhers from it, 
ch at that time Was a moſt evident its of the Land 

without reſiſtance to the poWer of the Enc' 

by [ccond Differ ence hinted at, and profeſe 


\ Thi: much ro. 
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- Ruvinw. % 
D:fire that.in making ofthis compariſon,it may be taken 
notice of, that the Commiſgionin the year 1651, had long 
before the ſending of that Letter and At now upon debate - 
ſent to Pcesbyteries , not only Publick Warnings, wherein 
the oppolits of Pablick Reſolutions are charaRterized as Ma- 
lignants, anJ holden forth upon the mater , «s the betrayers 
of the Cauſe and Countrey,and animating the Civil Magiſtrate 
to uſe Civili Ceaſures againſt them { as ſhall be afterwards 
proved from the Papers themſelves ) but alſo a Letter and AR 
requiring them to centureſuch., the tegour hereof followeth: 
Reverend and Welbeloved Brethren,finding that notwithſtan- 
ding of our faithful} Warnings and-great pains taken to fatisfie 
all men to concur in their places for furthering of che Leavies, 
* for defence of Religion, King and Kingdome, and all other our 
deareſt Intercſts,tmany-are fo far from concurring, that they do 
very vehemently.go about to ebftruRt the Work, . by writing, 
preaching and perſwading to the contrary : We do therefore 
require you, that you carefully, enquire: in your Piesbyteries, 
what Miniſters do preach, or otherwiſe perſwade,contrary to 
our preſent publick and publiſhed Reſolutions; and that you 
proceed to ccalure ſuck 2s are in your own number ; and.if any 
Miaiſter that travels among you\traalgrefle in that kindJlet him 
Het be permitted to preach in your bgnads ; Sic. /#b{crobirur 
Pearth, March 20.1651. Itis not then to much purpoſe to 
tell us,that the At ani Letter of the Commilgion doth not re= 
quire.thePcesbyteriesto cenſure any at all for oppoling of Pab- 
lick R-ſolutions, (xeing they had expredicly done it long before 
that time in nootherLetrer and Aftſens for that purpole; and 
the ſecond thing wherein, he. compures them, .will.alſo. 
be found no wayes con'iderable, if.we ſhall remember chat 
theſe Warnings of which we ſpok, hath no 4iſtinftion of ſuch - 
as profeſlc themſelves unſatisfied with, Pablick Reſolationss. 
and ſuch ar do oppoſe theme. ur takes in both the cane. a0d the 
other; yca,and theſe who are kilent too, and applys the Ats of 
former G-nerall Aſlemolics agaiaſt them , as is cyident Fw 
ns hn a the 
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the Wannibg iſſued from BE, HMaxth 26, 1651\.-1 with 
the Author had.told us how:.he.differences. luch'ss- profeſſe 
themſelyea yoſaticfied,and ſuch as op paſe.: Can a man profeſſe 
himſelf yalativfiedgand. even after.conference. profeſſe himſaF 
Ja,and.yetihe filent;and fay.nothing to theicontrary ?- T'believe 
the means oot oppelition by force ;. but a Miniſters declaring his 
judgment,aud bearing teſtimony. againſt the: courſe in his4tati- 
on-and calling; and-how a man ſhould profcſſe himſelf unſati- 
fiedand.not:ta do.this, I:cannot tell,: unlcfle he ſhovld become 
geptrall-and indif.rent in the matter cf his duty. He: afferts 
Jundiy to have been depoſed inthe 48-: namely ,- for ſpeaking 
ſome few-words agaioft the Commiſſions Declaratica againſt 
the Engagewen!, but doth not let his Reader know who theſe 
werc,and by whom and when they were depoſeg;.. I do:not 
\xemenber of gny; (neither yet do others. who were much im- 
ployed about theſe matters. ) that were depoſed by the- Com- 
miſſion for ſpeaking againſt. cheir:Deciaration againſt the En- 
gagement before the Allembly 1648. and if. ke mean it after 
the Afſembly, it is not to the. purpoſe... , Which things-make it 
appear, that the Author hath not found the Commillion 48 1g 
tigide and-levere, . that he hath any cavſe ta preferre the Com- 
miſsjon.of the.5 1:pato them for..moderation-and. ſparingnefle, 
though there were no difference upon the matter,and it regard 
of the perſons with whom they had:to do. -, + (2h 
a4 De 14h TER ARSE TE TIOTSE 03 4 
V1. NoD:Ga Tb OM. + 1099s 
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 TOw to the reſt inſoſfted on Firſt," ſaith the"P aper in \the 
N year 48, when a little. before the eleftion. of ( ommiſrion> 
ers te the General, Aſſembly, it Was, moved: by (ome. of the 
Gammiſcion that ſomething might be written to; Pregbyzeries, 
requiring thew to chooſe none but ſuch a5 were againſt. the Em. 
gage ment ; 51 wAs oppoſed and refuſed by the Gommiſcion,as fu). 
vouring aWajef pre-limitationof the Aſſembly,and all that was 
there done was 4 Letter written to Pre-byteries.., givingithens 
acramps of theix proceedingt,avdexhorting them ro':theix duty, 
t6c heoſ, eable and fabthfud Mens: Atfwers 'T ba; more Was done. 
;« the preceding, Geveralhadſeqnt? y,We have made ir evident. 
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But bt 
late Commiſion had done nothing, but what the -Commiſtion 
48 had done before them ? Did the Commiſtion Fr write ito 
Preghyteries, requiring them'not to theoſe apy againſ}, dr 09ye= 
ſte 10 their reſolutions; to bt (fonmiſtioners not oneWerd more 
ot leſſe of thit > Or did not the Contmiſiions At 48, bear and 
import as much as the All and Letter of 'rhe Canmiſcion 51, 
yea,as much and more both extenſive and imenſive,armas lea 
red in thepreceeding But you will ſay (##it'is ini the Paper ) 
inthe Commiſcion 48,aboutthat time thut 4 motion Wat made, 
that ſomething ſhould be written to require Previiyrerie), not ro 
Cheoſe any but [wch,Cfc. and was eppo/ed and refuſed,as favow- 
ring pre-limittation, Anſwer, 1] Will not"ſ[ay Who made the 
motion; but T {ay this vs to little pur poſe; for that if 1 ſhall {ay 
the (ihe motion Was made in the Commiſr10n 51,and oppojed avid 
refuſed too;B ut further T prove by. the Whitey of thu Þ aper his 
, ground: what th:Commiſcion 484:d upon thi matter ;thar Which 
2s they did, Was really ro pre limuar Prerbyterie;,thar they ſhowld 
Cchasie none but (nch, as if they had written as much tothe 
is formal cxprefſe terms; for thiir( om miſcion yequired®Pres- 
reries ritber to refer ('or wpon the minthiy to cite) ro General = © 
femblits,or to cen) ure preſently theſe 'Whe were otherwiſe wy a 
poſed Without leaving anyof them, Firſt now /uch as were under 
any cenſure clear conltd no; be chaſenCommiſeioners the Wis 
ter bimſelf [aith in an{wer to the 3 Objeftion, branch 2, That'ir 
cannot be denyed,fhat «citation in mitier of (candal in aottrine 
or manners, Will or ought to exclude a man from b-ing a Come 
wiſrioner, Therefore upon the matter that the' Commyſ3 51m 
didrequire , that Prorbyteries ſhould cheeſe none but ſuch as 
were againſt the Engagement, the Att aud Letter of the Com- 
miſrien 51, if it. ded #mport exclafien of any from bring Com- 
wifcrexers,Was ner fo Wide by far, It requirednot ull unſarieficd, 
bur fuck as continued ro oppoſe to be erred; and here Were none 
uy waſati;ficd ar. thet rime , who made no rien, and there- 
ight have been, for ought that can be any wayes dr awen 
from the Att and Letter choſen to be Commiſrioners, ar 
were defacto. Serond ronfideration preſented in anſWer eo t 
former alleatgeance jr thet that Letter of the Commiſvion 48, 
| was 
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ms, if not\ all eleftions in Presbyteries were paſſed, as will be 
Clrared in the date thereof. Anſ. So were many of the.eleftions/ 
of Presbyteries paſt befarg the Letter of rhe late: Commiſrion. 
cameto then bur that atl, or moſt part Ew were paſt be. 
fore that Leiter was Writion'48 to Prerbyteries, We canner upon 
anahed aſ1eriion believe, The Writer would have done well beri 
to expreſee the dato of the Letter, for I dowbhr not but be might 
bave bad it out of ſome near Presbyterie Book 5] cannot. $iv0 4 
donble of it for the preſent but T ſhal give an evident pre/umpti- 
on that it Was otherwayes then #t is ſaid btre. Firſt in (ome Prefe 
bytorits, 1 will taks upon me to prove ; that {ome Provhytery, 
dayes,ere they began to thimk on the Elithon of Comm/croners 
{ome of their Members Were upon that Letter of ſilence in the 
Publick buſines, referred and cited to the Gen, Aſrembly.Newt, 
look to the datcof the All of that Commiſtion' formerly ſet 
down hereit ic upon the 5,.o0f June, Now, tr is evident , that this 
eAtlbathbeen waie in order 16 that Derion for ſelf was not at- 
fo [ent with'it, and the Aſrombly dia frvhat year *upon the 19. 
July; ſorhar berW:xt the appointmenr of the Lettty- and the 
of #4 conld not be much after 5t,und the doWn-ſir ting of the 
A/+1embly there inter veened full five Weeks, - Now, alloWin 
eight dayes for the diſpatch ther rof nit Prechyteries. ( th 
moſt part to what Presbyteries it avight /ooner come ) 15 might 
have been at Sys pros tWenry or twenty five dayes before 
the Aſtembly. + $55 well known that few Presbyteries, 
except it be ſuch ar are autre: eboaofes rheir (ommil- 
foners [olong before the Aſtembly.\'' | 4! 
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| REVIEW 
T Hat no more was done in the Commilgioo of the 48, then 
.o& wig of chat Letter which gayc the Prexbyterics an ac- 
com; t of their proceedings &c . is. not afſcrted by the Writer; 
yea,he tells plainly enough, that more was done; for the thing 
Which be ſauth, is , rhat vo more wes. then done, be... when 
that motion. yes made; .3nd within tavo or.three Jiges he fub- 
joyns,thit thatLetcer which is CINE in the objection, was 
2 not 
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Rions inP, exbyrerieswere-palty and.therefore the Author does 
_ wrong when he leaves out the circumſtance of time,whichthe. 
writerput io;and.expounds himfoto his readeras it he had. (uid. 
thatthere-was no moredone atgoy.time,neither.then.nor therer, 
aſter; but he cannot underſtand what all that is ſaid of this -i$;) 
tothat which wasalledged thattbelateCoummiſſion had-doge. 
nathinggbut that-which the Commiſsion-in the 48, had done. 
before. them. Tt is tothae which was alledged,becauſe itcon- 
tributes for clexring of the. Commils'pn af che 48.28ta the. mat-. 
ter. of. prevlimitation.,. 'becawſo. they,, did-\rejet all mor: 
tions ;tenJing, athat..way+. Ts c15, true; that, the. AR; and. 
Letter of.the'51. did not expreſly, and in the; words bear 

that vone who did. oppoſe the :Pablick Relolutions.ſhould be 

choſcnCommillioners;but.t did by good and clearconſequence 
1mport no leſle,, and. what ever the, Aothor be pleated to lay 

ofthe recommengnion.that was ſent to Ptesbyreries.in thi. 
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48, that.it doth.contain-as much.and. more then the Letter and, 
AR of the 1651. yet hath he not proyen.it. The, Aughor tels,vs, 
that he will not ſay who made the,motion in the. Commiſſion 
ia:the-48, for. writing te Prevby teries.to chooſe. nope but. ſuch 
as:were againſt the engagement.;, Aud withall, what it he ſhal 
ſay that the like, motion,was made.in the, Commiſsiqn,s1..and 
oppoſed and refuſed; FE beligve as be. will opt ſay {0,ſo he can- 
nat ſay who made the.motion, and. the .men, whom haply by 
{ach hints he would render {uſpeRed,zperenct the makery, but 
the appeſers of it. If the like mation-was madeiand oppoled jn 
the Commiſsjon 51. why, did he not ſpetk it; ay ?- but con- 
ceiving theſe things te little purpoſe, he falls upon proving by 
the writers own grounds, that the- Commiſsion 48. did upon 
the matter that that did}; as really pre-limitate Presbyteries, 
that they ſhould chooſe none, but ſuch as did oppolc the cn- 
gipement , a$ if they had writen 8s much'to them in forngall 
expreſs tetmes. His ) nur of this point xs he liyes it dowh,may 
be thus drawen in form: Whore requires Presbyteries ei- 
ther to refer to the Generall Aﬀemb I, or to cenſure preſent- 
1y theſe who are otherwiſe diſpoſed, gb do'by the writers 
"grodids pre-litnieate the Presbyteries in their eletions : Bur 
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os onal mafia Taree 64s 
Jer-a clear ceriure could:not-ye choſer*Commiliioners; and 
wy writer hun-lejt faith in anſwer the third Obje@lony!'s: 
appocky that, if £a03@i be:dinyedithate ciration: iy (matrer of 
ſcaod L i dgftrine or manners. w1l3/of ovghr| 40: exchude '#- 
man, from b eng a Commiſioner; 1 ſhall noviwdhſwertethie 
yeeld uns bim 841 that he: alledgeth, thought Ae macs ered 
veelded: without any. prejudice tothe Cauſe'; berduſe"orm'ſ 
poſalt t th P ther had be eon limitation jonhag which: _ 
0s 4 0g ivy pw eb - So np ceabld 
or) of Ggg, andicesRyutiois.afyhis Elpreh ws 
K rrogrogeagye » Wh ha weho pre! ins not; bee 
te rhis to fallin 1 @we-place- «return anſwer fiſt” ro 
the firlt Propcfitipp,..by diftigguiſhingof the times when, 
a thing j 13 H0pe,, Whplaersr Defon or. in the time of cleMions 
iſe, t S thipg.,.:itis czue:eEchens: that they d 
ap TG at who 10 requjres;nodthis til thi 
mide; iti is, corgrog ofchelg. ,40d;this 'wasthe Caſe yr roratgees 
48:the "al jeg civg paſt.in wolt places befcroit wasdone; 
ana iwight eJut ly ahi havebetn paſt in.eHy ag:ſhall 
MIA By: efplly gleared; bud it:9vde notion che 5 
bat was then, dohe,being Mevious tothe eleflionss Next. '1 
giv clear an wer by denying the minor;: bevgule the-Comuile 
jon did eh require, ſuch a hog. cho meſieliarthepdidies th 
bich is.fag from requiring: 48&-therefore 
qhg Au kar bath-proven: nothing: 
109, thattthe Ecgeriand Att ofthe 
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To the fecon vow 
- Commitzien 48, was not wricen untill moſt part;or all cleft» 


ons in Pcesbyteries was paſt, be oy 97 that ſo were ma- 
ny of the cle&tions of Prcsbyteries before'the; Lecter and Atof 
the Com hoo 5 cxiye unto them: Pac. that isnot tfruegif 
we tak ethe A po ii g9940d, to-wit; that: few: Preabyte- 
ries,ecxcePt it het dtane choaſeth their Com- 
miſsjoners 20, bas "3 diyee fore the Aflembly, and allowing 
$.dayes for Kipatch to Presdyteries, and take withall che dace 
of the Letter nod Act of theCommiſgion 1651-which inthe 28, 


day of «7, and compare it with the day ofthe down firing 


able KN Juice het df" 
of4kus: will appearzbegaule berweenth. keg jr the phy. 
diet ofthe Aſlemblyare 48.dayes,of winch dedycing 8. for the 
diſpatchzhero do rewaiir 40:dayestill the Aſdembiy,which do 
far exceed the. time: okmptey: the Anthor, for the other p art. 
of its:that moſtpart ofthe etections/48. were paſt before ke 
Leiter andARtof the: Commilsion:came into them; do ap- 
pealto the Preabytery:Books. © There is lictle or no weight in 
the prefumptions that the Author gives torke contrary. 1. He 
takes upon him to. prove, that fome Presbyretiey did upen that 
Letter 30d Adtrefer and eite lome-ofrheic members tothe Ge- 
nevall;: s  ſoinoPremyitr dayes beforet they began te 
thinkuponthegleftion of CommiſHoners %wt he haſh named 
none, 4nd compriles them under-rhe word ſome ; hap)y leit je 
haild-bcknown how fe there, were, 6 repel but 'one, that. 
= 7 ora it TE wy, hope yt univetlity 1 men, 
 whoi Miter! NN xtihe makes: 4 ſuppuation, 
af #odaycs forthe. {pacction the! Letter to: Mn acion oo 
that tothe moſt part of Prevbyteties, it might have ſoon come, 
and-bur of 20. or 25 dayes intervecning berwixt't! wg of the 
A adn het date yah res ir "Ik 4] Kee 


Bw heal be. More 


| nyo Fy th CN bur 
there is pager gp tanwiddbv5 tp thete dif-rerces abou: cir- 
cumſtances of tine, whemrueither the ohehor'tht arher [ener 
came t>Þ: exbyteriezbut fromthe Pregbyterybooks, and i 
foreſtothele! yori uu eerep vin Meera ut The 
-fregonce, 'mg $ Clear (hat ect 
the _— A@ofthe Conmiltion 48. is bor five w-cks be- 
fore the Aſſcrodly, wherens the dare 6 the other is 7. weeks 
beſees the Is: 1 | | | 
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mg He third Cvnſderation preſented byrbcmriter ef it bie Pur 
L '*?, 32, 10a}: before rhe Writing \of -rhat Letter ( bythe 
Commiſrien 48. } the Whete Kirk of Scotland #/moſt imailrhe 
Prevbyterics and Synod) ther ref hnd dctlated them olvs incom 
fSeience wnjatisficd with the engagement, excepring a very few 
Minifters icatterethere and there in Prechyryics, *Which fow 
were alſo known to be oppoſires to the work of God, or wentralls 
ana indifferent therein from theibey inning, Anſwer 1.1f by the 
Kirk of Scotland be here under ſtood, the callefttive Kirk, I can- 
wort ſee how tis true that is ſaid here , that the\whote Kirk 
Scottani for the woſt part, except a few Miniſters had dzclartd 
them/tl ves waſatisficd with the engagement j "CE L469) 54 57) aud 
108 cerrain, hat very manyin 'the' Kh be of Scottand ix-tha ſenft 
of all rank s;in all quarters almoſt, wire roo evidently roo attive 
for it , ar the con{urecivill and Eccleftafbicatitwhich thereups 
0 followed de witnoſſe, if the Miniſteriall Kirk be underſtood, 
i-13'true' that the fax greater part Were difſ-[ativfiedy bur joy 
they Wer o riot [dow Miniftors that were of a COP Ary nll watts 
Mooy Were rao mary ;andiin ſome places oh greaer yavtl forivle 
Presbyteriee. It may well be oriuerwbred What's ſumme they 
were like to have accompred ts, at the time of the Geveratl Aſo 
ſenbly, and ir feem?#t7 me ro6 miteh, ' Bat ab of thithe woruiess 
ther dppoſer 1 of the war k,(wherhiiibere by by underfteed the owr- 
ward work of Reforination, vr the poWer of Retigion')05 new- 
rats, or indiffcyint from the beginning the conmayyis known 
of ſome of them ;, and I would wet ſay (# much of all them that 


greaceſt Meeting, ar of late, and bowſecvcr moe rd 
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time being not faithfulnes to rhe Canſe, but prejudiciall to is, 


all. hv Whole Konk, and Comntry-botb;, hap, mg berguftly hqve 
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", and bad been. more faith- 
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the very (Aft and; Leirer of the: Commuſcion,. | 
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] Thitk the-Author did well enovgh know , chat in ſetting 
{down of the third Difference , the Writer did-not-mean of 
the Collecivebut ptthe Miniſteriali Church;of which not oar 
by che greater-paregbut almpſt-all bad declared themſelves un- 
latisfied-in-Conſeience with the Engagement, excepting x few 
Mipiſters ſcattered here and there in'Presbyteries , who were 
knoyn'either ts beoppoſers obtae Work of God; or neutral 
*pdandifletent therein from the beginning; -it- is/ true > «they 
were $00 many in regard of the evill, courſotbey oy p94 a 
- into. yer were-they but few jB(number. who id not at thi 
tubein ſomeoutward way,at leaſt, give ſome teſtimony againſt 
that Eogagement;though (alas) ſome oftheſe in theſe late Re- 
{olutieghavernaw diflempled-it in their words, and moe. have 
Ke 02 — gn mo sy— any then dad - eedoes: 
ning the /Enge ang ater wards approving the ſolema 
Publick Gonfeſsion of fins,'and c _ ro les WAS. a- 
_ gainft their hearts;whentheAuthor hath ſtreatched their num- 
bex to.the-utanoſt,the'moſt:he dare ſayoot-it , "is the great -part 
of whole Rresbyterics iq; ſame plages/; -Buc.theſe ſome places 
thu he.ſpeaks of were ſo few, that it will be faund they will 
come-toa yery.poor accompt whenthcy ſhall be named, they 
wee (o far from being likezq amount tq any.number at the Ge- 
nerall Alcmbly. It he megn. of theſe who-were Members gf 
— the Aﬀdemvlygthat there were few GEany xt all ), who did nat 
19y9 inapproving.che Declaration of the Alembly againſt the 
Engagement: .It hameangof theſe who ſubſcribed the, divifive 
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Supplication, theſe were fo fqw., that ghey did not all of thefn 
being pt together, amount to the twentieth part of the Mini- 
ſtery of Scorland, and unity even ef thiſe, did before the Ble- 
ions, joyn with theur Pcegbyteries and Synods, in bearing te- 
Kimony againſt the Engagemcat; I will not blame him for his 
charity to ſome of theſe men: The Writer did not ſay, that all 
of them were known to be oppolſers, or neutrall,or:iadifferent 
in the Work of God from the beginning, but {poke-indefinitly, 
meaning (as I take it ) of the bulk 'nnd gendrality of them; 
and Ibelieve the Author himſelf being judge,but few-inftances 
te the contrary can be given, ; It is true that a great part of the 
Church of Scotland me the writing of the lateCammiſziops 


Letter, hid declared themſclves ſatisfied with the. Commiſhi- 
ons Reſolations, and diflatisfied with the courſe. of the oppo- 
fers thereof: But it is alſocrue that there was a great part of the 
Church of Scotland, who had not declared themſelves (atisfhi- 
ed with th-ſe Reſolptions; , yea, 8 greatpartaho hag. declas- 
cdtheilelyes dif Gtatied therewnh; and icjte wonderto.ae 
that the Author Thould ſay, that count when.the. Writer will, 
he ſhall find that che diflenters from the Commilaioa 1648. 
were not fewer; yea, no: ſo few as diſſenters from the Com- 
miſsion 1651+ I hope be ve caking of theMigiſteriall Chareh 
in regard of both, the que fora being of pre-limiting the 


cle&ions, and it being to ng purpoſe ta ſpeak of any other, in 
regard o cheſe let him Name | he can,. any Synod, Presby- 
tery, or Kirk- eſsion_in Scoclond that did ; on any teRimony 
or evidence of their diflenc from the proceediags of the Com 
miſsion againſt the engagement 1643-,If he, will believe the 
teſtimony. of e Genera | Aﬀemaly 16509, the. wholeMiniſtery 
and body of the People in the Lagd, did Joyn'in their Prayers 
and Supplications 1x priyate and in Publick againſt the-engage- 
ment,and the Migiſters,every where ia theic Scopgns did bear + 
clear teſtimony agaiaK ga and all.che Church Judicgories, Sy- 
nods, Pre yRen SRADGDcl9 "03s ay petitionghe, Parliament g- 

At ity, a0 AGREE EAYPLcs chgdame Alcmbly; with- 
in.a few daycs therciftcg, .1n anſwer to. paſſage of the Decle- 
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rationof the Engliſh Aray,; ;tels .bjro lJamewhar tothe ſame 


purpoſe; we do not remember, ſay they, that any ofthe Mi- 
P niſters 
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viſters did preach anJ Ay. a war 2gaioſt England, and as 
we know that the body of the Miniſtery were unanimous,and 
zealouvin bearing a joynt teſtimo:y,both in theirSermonsand 
otherwiſe, againſt that war,ſo theſe few that were fitent have 
been cenſured for their filence; and the Committee of Etats 
at the ſame tiwe in their, Declaration t:ſtifie thus: Did not all 
th: Judicatories of rhe Kirk unanimouſly oppoſe and declire 
agzinſt jt ? Dil notthe' Minifters faithfully Preach and Pray 
againft it, and geners]ly all that feared God inthe Land Pe- 
tition againſt it,and many tuch Paflages arc to be found in our 
Pablick Papers, from the time of crying 0: the engagement; 
yet th: Air hor 1s fo zealous ro: w:aken every thi.:g, that the 
writer ſaith;,for differencing that which was doae vy theCom: 
miſſion 1648. and the Commiſsion 165 1. that he had rather. 
retrench upon that which hath veen often and truly declared 
by this Church of tht ir 'being free ef ary acccfſion to the an- 
lawfult engagement then not to doit; this deſerves his ſccond 
thoughts; but upon the other hand, befile the generality of 
theſe in the land who arc of known approven gudlifc and 
piety, and arc diſ-fatisficd with the- Publick Retolations, as 
will , Itraſt, be acknowledged by godly men of « contrary 
mind, ſpeaking foberly, and without che heat of diſputes It 
is eaſie to give him ſome inſtances of ſoine Sy nods, and of ma- 
ny Prerbyterics; belides many particular members in Presby- 
teries throughout all the corners of the Courrry, who were 
not ogely Gent in ſpeaking for the Puvlick Retolution;, but 
who did bear teſtimony and ſpeak openly egainft them: A 
thing ſo wel known that I need not ſtay toname the particu- 
lers,but they muſt ftil'be few in his catologue; we know ſaith 
hewhar the'number of theſeamountedTo at their greateſt Mcet- 
ing ut Edinbwrgb of late; If he meanthat all the Miniſters of 
the Land-who are of that judgement were at that Mecting, he 
_ is much miſtaken, and if not ſo, it is not much co the purpoſe, 
there are many Miniſters in the Land of that judgement, who 
were not at that Meeting, and yet there Were very nar a hun- 
dred Minifters at that Mceting whoare approven in the Con- 
ſciences of the godly throughout the Land. He acknowledges 
| that many moreof theſethen of the farlt were godly men, and 
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' ad been faichfoll formerly , bur their. preſent courſe at that 


time being not faithfulnes cethe Cauſe, but prejudical toir,and 
the whole Kirk and Countrey as he thioks,thiey wght jultlybe 
referred and calted before che Aſſembly as wel as the other. It 
is well that they were godly, avd fuch as had been fermerly. 
faithfull; as for their unfairhfulneſle at that time,it is the point 
in queſtion betwixt them and the Authors and abbettots of the 
Pablick Reſolutions, they are perſwaded 18 their Conſciences 
and have clearly holden forth thz ſame unto others, that they 
were keeping the ground on which the Church of Scorland did 
run thele many ycars paſtyfor defending theCountry and Cauſe 
a2gaialt the cnemics thereof; and if others/did forſake their 
ground, they were not tobe eſteemed unfaithfuil , nor tobe 
charged with that crime, becauſe they-would not leave their 
Maſters Colours : I ſhal not infift upon what he ſpeaks of the 
tendcr dealing which they met with, becauſe there way be op- 
portunity to {peak to this-atterwards, what is apparent in the 
Leteerand AR of the Commilsion .is already ſpoken unto. 


VINnDICATLESO MN: ::. 
He fourth conſideration propencd by the Friterto,tbat the 
Reſolntions then {viz.48) were agreeable t0 the Covenant, 
Atts aud Conſtitution of former Generail Aſſemblies , whereas 
the Reſolutions of the late ( omiſſion Were poix t blank contr «< 
ry tothe Covenants, and the former Ati and Conſtitutions of . 


' rbus Kirk, Anſwer, this is the enely materiall difference be- 


tween the iWo Atl; taken, to wit, from the matter that the 
{ ommiſrions Reſolutions 48. were right, but the other 51. 
Wreng, and upon this allea ag avice, that che Reſolutions of the 
late Commiſzion were contrary to the ( ovenant and Conftitu- 
tiens of this Kirk bangeth the firength of the moſt part of the 
refs of the arguwents, brought to prove the unlanfulneſſe of 


. the late Aſſembly; 1 will net eballenge the Wrizer that alleads- 


ing the exrour of thiſe Reſolutions, be ſo often mentions, onely 
the Covenant, and Att; and ( onſticutions of Aſſemblics, and 
ſeldome the Word of Ged or Scripture: For my part bw ſpeaks 
ing of the truth or errour of an opinion, in maitrr5 of Conſct- 


ence; or of the ſinſulneſs or lawwfulneſs of a courſe, I Would not 
P 2 mention 


ozention, regula regulates fine reguls regulante, the /abordir 

| nate-rules*withaur che Suprenm: and Saverdign rules, Bus 
£0 the poing 1. That the penny the {ate Commuſſion 
were ſuch as the Writer ſaith , is. 45 eafily denied 4s 
he affirmeth it, the greateſt part of 1be Tavd Miniſters, and 
ethers als intelligent in Religion as be, did ,, and do this day 
judge otherWiſe of them then he, andhe ſhall never be able te 
provewhat he affivmes, aud the late Cemmiſtientrs mere, and 
Jer are content that their late Reſolutions be examined, tryed 
and judged by the Kirk of Scotland, or all the Ort hrdeox Chre- 
| Pan Dhnrober of the Werld, by the Word of God,Conenant,and 
Conſtitutions of this Kirk, 157434 | 


Rn V 1's Ws). 

: Shall not contend whether the d:f:rencetaken from the 
matter, be/the ancly matcriall difference, it is certainly the 
mainly materiall difference, though the other difkcrences ot the 
time,and of Presbyteries & Synod>,having declared themielvs, 
andthat taken fromthemature of the «þigg be #jfo 1mport ant. It 
is erue,that much of the ſtrength of ſeverall 0: her of che Argn- 
ments hangs on this Allceadgeauce, that the Reſolutions of the 
late Commiſſion, were contrary to the Covenant 8nd Relaly- 
tions of this Church;and (1 hope)+thatthis AleaJgeance' will 
bear the ſtrength-of all the Argumentsthat are founded there- 
upon-Theſe worthy Aſlemblies 163 8, &-1639,jayned themnat- 
ter with the formn the reaſons brought for.nullifying of fox- - 
mer unſawfall Aflemblies. Before the Author. gives «nlwer 
tothe difference, be taxeth the Writergthat alleadging the er- 
ror of theſe Reſolutions, he ſo okteo mentions oneiy the Cover 
nant, Acts and Conſtitutions of the Afſemblies,buy e the 
Word of God or Scripture, and tells.us for his part in ſpeskiog 
of the truth: or error of an opinien in matters of Conlcience, 
| hexwould not mention regu/ares fins regula regulanite, Well, 
jr ſeems ſowe of the Proteſters ( if the Writex of this Paper be 
of that number) hath reſpe& cnough to the Atts and Conkti- 
tutions of the Aſſembly ; for the want of which, the Author 
challenged anc of them not long ago,ns ſaying,that he was not 
> ta 


to be-prefſled- with them 'in matters of Conſcience; and 

it «ſo ſ{cems that. in matters of Conſcience! ," the Author 
likes not the main{gining,much-lefſethe prefling of theſe with- 
ous the Word of Godzand ſome will perhaps think: that a man 
of that mjnd might-besr wy hþ hjs brother, faying, Prefle menot 
with humanc Conttitmions wm matters: of Cavlſcience ;  /ed 
multum; intereſt quid laguatuyr, - The reaſon why the Writer 
doth: often mention. only the Covenant ,/ Acts and Conſtis 
tutions of Aflemblics, is, becauſe when we ſpeak of 8 defetion 
in reſaJutions and actings from formerPrineiples;it isthe more 
gear and convincing way to- mention the former Acts and 
Conſticturiensof that Church , which immedialy:muſt decide 
whgher « delegated Commiſion, 'which is oply imeruſted to 
exceute former Acts, and hath no powerto make new ones; 
hath waiked acgurding to their truſt, yea, or nots and a1econd 
Reaſon is,. b<:caule the Writer teok it for uncontrovereed;, a8 
being acknowledged by all the Kirk of Scortand, thatthe Co- 
vi0aut and Afts and Conſtitutions ef this Chorch , did prefup- 
pelc and include the firſt and ſupreme rule, the 7/97 dof God; 
And the Author cannot but know, that though che Writerhad 
not mentioned the Word of God further then it isfincluded 1n 
"8 the Covenant, and Acts and Conltitutionsof the Chirch', he 
hath great Patrons fur his ſo doing, to wit , the Aﬀembly at 

Glo/goW 1638. which 1n their greas Acts againſt 'Epiſcopacy, 

Five Articles of Pearth, Service Book, &c. doſtate,” vote and 

print the Queſtions ancotthem,meerly upon their contreriety 

to the Nationall Coyenant, «nd Atﬀts ai:d Conſtitutions of this 

Church, without mevtioning Kegn/am Regulantem,chat being 
preſuppoled by all es being included in Regs/a regutara, But 
to the point... Firſt, the Author denyes-, that the-Reſolu- 

tions of the late Commilion , were contrary to the Covenant 

and Conſtitutions of this Ki ik, and ſayes,thatthe great: ft part 

of the Latid, Minifters and ot hers, as intelligent in Religion as 

the Writer is, did, and doth this day judgeother wiſe of them 

then he,aod that he ſhall never be able to prove it. There hath 

beeg more ſaid for the it, then for oughtf know hath 

been anſwered tothis day,or can be anſwered, ittcn deat fair- 

ly and ingeauoufly ; and therefore I ſhall not kere ſtay, co re-- 

peat 
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yery few plain Queltions'4' zad ocffrea down-right and plain 
Anſwer to them in order to this point : Firſt, whether in the 
jadgwent'of many of rthefe who were by the Publick Reſo- 
lutions of the Commiſſion, 165 1.a4mitted to truſt in the Army 
and State,the Solemn Leagi1e and Covenant, and foriner Acts 
and Conſtitutions of thisChurch,were nocoppoldiſes theſe Re- 
ſolutions. Seconlly, whether in the judgwent of many of the 
godly inthe Land,theſe Reſolutions and proceedings were not 
oppoſite to the Solemn League and Covenant, andthe former - 
As and Conftitutions ot this Church, and could not be recon- 
ciled therewith ? Thirdly , whether it was not thought and 
ſpoken by no mean nten, Members of thc Commiſsjon 165 1, 
and others who carried 'on the Publick Reſolutions, that theſe 
who had hand:in the penning of the Publick Papers of the 
Kirk theſe years paſt,had in reference to the matter then in de- 
bate foiſted in many ſentences and expreſ$1ons in theſe Pa 
contrary to the truc intent and meaning of the ray wee of 
the Church, . which they ther made uſe of for their own ends. 
4-whether the fin of imploying wanyMalignant & diſ-affeed 
men in our Armies,which is confeſt in the ſolemn Publick Con- 
feſsjon of fins,be not comprekenſive of imployingof ſuch in our 
defenfive war againſt 7amesGrabame.Fifthly,whether the So- 
lemn Engagement in the 48,do not bind us to avoid all the fins 
that we acknowledged in the Solemn Confeſsion, and all the 
ſnares and temptations that led thereunto, and to endeavour all 
the contrary duties? Sixthly, whether che General! Aſſem- 
bly and their Commiſsjon,after the coming of the Eng iſs Ar- 
ry to invade this Land , did not poſitively , and oftener then 
once, determine and warn againſt the imploying and jatruſtin 
Malignant and diſ-afteRted men in our Armies, even in the Caſe 
of ſcarcity of men for the Lands defence > Seventhly, whe- 
ther at the time'of the Commitzion its giving their anſwer to 
the Parliaments Quere , there was not a very numerovs Part 
of Malignant aod iſ-affefted men in the Land,whe did adhere 
totheir former principles > Eighthly, whether the Anſwer 
to the Quere,or any thing containcd1n the PublickReſolutions 
do acknowledge it, or hold it forth as finfult and uolawfyll to 


1mploy 


peat and refame theſe things , I ſhall onely ask the Autheora 
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F: imploy aad intruſt Maligoant and dif-affeRed men inthe de- 


fcncc of the Caule and Kingdome 2. Or whether that Anſwer 
and theſe Reſolutions, do acknowledge 44d hold i tforth to be. 
jawtullto unploy and intruſt ſuch ? . N:nthly, whether there 
be any ARt,or Conftitutioo,or Warning, or Declaration of this 
Church,or any Publick Evidence of her judgment before the 
Anſwer tothe Quzre , that ſpeaks for the warranting and al- 
low;n.; the Pub.1ck Retolutions? or what it is, or where we 
may finde it *  Tenchly, that the Commilsioners are yet con- 
teat to havethcir late Reſolutions tryed and judged by the 
Church of Sco;land, is rio great matter, when they have firſt 
_ pre-limited an Aﬀlernbly , excluding many of thele who were 
of x concrary mindgand conltitutiog it mottly of theſe who are 
of chcir ow: judgment,and have made Acts for ceoſuring of all 
who ſhall not acknowledge the Conſtitution of that Aﬀems 
bly,an4 after conference, ſubmit to the obedience of theſe Ads; 
bur f che Author would take the colleive Church of Scozland 
to fit as |uiges upon the late Reſolutions ofthe Commilsions 
and (tate the quettion thus, - whether are the late Reſolutions 
of the Comnits1on,agreeable tothe Solemn League and Coye- 
nai ,and to former Ads,Conftuucioos, Warnings and-Declars- 
tions of this Church, I fear the determination ſhould be in the 
negative; yea, if the whole Miniltcriall Church ſhould ſpeak 
their hearts of that Quelition as before the Lord , 1 ſtiil fear- it 
ſhould be in the neganive , all the Octhodox Churches in the 
orld is a broad word, and Ifay no more of it, but that men 
wet «killed ja their doArine,and to whom (I believe)the Au- 
thor himſclf in this refpeR, aad for piety and learning will not 
deny an honourable teltimony, do teach us otherwayes. "The 
matter is already pleaded by the Word of Gad, and Aqts and 
5-725" IIA of this Chnrch , and I ſhall now ſpeak no more 
thercot. | | 


VINDICATIVON:.. 
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BY ſecondly , Whatever be co be [aid to the nature of theſe 
Reſolutions, is the maiter Was at leafs alike to the Gene - 
ral Aſembly as s 
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time of the conſtitution of the Aﬀembly, 
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| forthe reſolution; aud 
pabuelli p+ of Hhe {ommiſrinn 48, Were ns teſſe quirrelled by an 


yy P atyy,then were the reſolutions of the Commiſrien 5 15 


the Party' qnarrelling 48, being 'nv leſſe chen the Par lia 
mehr”, andin thi onely few Miniſters, and the reaſons f the 
ormer Were a gyeat deal ftronger and hariler to be looſed, the 
Generall Aſtmbly Was here Fudge 10both, as inthigfirf quar- 
rhll,the Commiſtion would not be abſolvedfrom the 9k 1 TY 
charged apen them untill all was heard "and tryed, fo the Com- 
miſcion' 51, could not be condemned for the exceptions and al- 
leadgeances of a feW Brethren, before that any of them were or 
coull be rognoſred npon. By all this which bath been ſpoken, 
that what the ppriter ſaith, ſhutring 1 mn, that theſe 
things being pat toget ber make up a Wide difference berweenthat 
Which Was then done 48, and that 51 Was but 4 "groundleſſe aſ- 
ſertion; we have evidently ſhowew that there 1s no difference 
briWext the one deed and the ather (fo that if the ane Was guil- 
ty of pre-limitarion of eleftion of Commiſrioncrs, ſo was the 
other noleſr) _ that thedeed of the Commiſion 51, Was 
4 great deal mere ſparing and moterate.So Ve have vindicatid 
that particular anſwer to tht firſt reaſon af ainſt the . freedowe 
and aſe? of the Inte «Aſcembly,alltadging pre-lemit ation 
of the e s of Commiſsioneys, Vit. that the Commiſion did 
mg Arne phe but What Was dong by the (ommiſtion 48,vhe/e 
dved the Protefters muintains With us. © | 
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| 6 iseaGe to givelaniry materiall Fif-cences: 1,Theſe Re- 
Iofurionsatthe rime of the Conftitution of the Allembly, 
an# the giving in of the Proteſtarion; beſides that, they were 
a2ainſt che clear Letter of As of former Aﬀemblies. So were 
ſundry Rtandiog up in the Aﬀembly,znd off:ring in!tantly to ve- 
rifie that jt was f6; Vit in the48, The proceedings were agree- 
able to the Aﬀts of the Aſlembly, ; ani albeir thete-were-ſc 
who defitel that theſe protecdings might not be approveorill 
chey-wete heats: Yee none Hi offer ies Od all coVe- 
ion, contrary - 
s 


fibextmathey had carryed of a courſe of Tefe 


the Covenant ,, and Acts nd Conſtitutions of the Church. 
Secondly, in the 48, ;the procecdings of the Cammiſſion 
were not teſt:fied, againlt, by Presbyterics and Synods, 
much lefle diflented from,and proteſted againſt by many in the 
Commiſion it (elf: but ſo it was in the 51, not onely did 
Presbyteries and Sy nods bear teſtimony agaioſt theſe things, 
but a great part of the Commiſſion; yea, ſo great a part,that 
whoſo ſhall reckon,I belicve,ſhall find thein very near, if not 
equal] the one half of the number, to whow. the trult of theſe 
things were commuted by the Gznerall Aſſembly. Thirdly, 
inthe 48,there was no exception at all proponed from the un- 
freedome of EleRions,or from perſons under ſcandal}, becauſe 
of defection and back-ſliding from former principles ; but fo it 
wasinthe51. Thete things evidence & very great difference 
between the one and the other at the time of the Conſtitution 
of the Aſſembly, &theProteſtation againſt the 13me,and to take 
off any thing that the Author ſaith, for proving them to be a- 
like, I do defire it further to be conſidered, That as in the 48, it 
was not the Parliamept who was the party quarrelling the 
Commilsion before the Aflembly, the Parliament being riſen a 
"Y gool while before the Afſcmbly fate dowa : 'So, in all this bu- \ 
| fines of the quarrelling that was made agaialt the Commiſsion 
in the Adembly 48,1s much miſ-taken and mil-repreſened by 
the Author all alongs his Vindication , as ſhall in its proper 
place be cleared. Secondiy,that it was not defired ' ( 25 the 
Author doth inſinuate } that the Commiſsion 5 1, ſhould be 
condemned for the exceptions and alleadgeances of a few bre- 
thren before that any of theſe Reſolutions were or could be 
cognoſced upon,but onely that they ſhould not be admitted to 
fit a3 Members of the Aflembly, untill the exceptions propo- 
ned againſt them were tryed and diſcuſſed. Thirdly, that in 
the 48,x5 the party quarrelling did not either at the time of the 
Conltitution of the Aſſembly, or afterwards before the trying 
and approving of the Proceedings of the Commision, offer any 
reaſons tothe Aſſembly againſt theſe Proceedings; fo the rea- 
an which they did afterwards offer, were not very Rrong nor 
hard to be looſed, much lefle fironger and harder to be looſed, 
then thereafons off:red inthe 51, by theſe Minifters, the laſt 


being 


being founded upon the Word of God and-the Covenant,-and 

the clear As and Conſtitutions of this Church, ahd the other 
not ſo; - Theſe things __ thus diſcifled, it ſbll appears that 
the Writer had good reaſon to ſay, that there is a wide diff:- 
retice betwixt that which was done by the Commilgon 
1648, andthat which was done by the Commilsjon -1657. 
2$fo the pre-limiting of che Aﬀlembly, 4nd thav the Prore- 
ſters have reaſon to Condeinne the laſt, 'though they main 
tain the firſt. 
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the firſt Reaſon ; But ere We proceed, a Word upon what 
the Writer of the 2. Paper hath upon th: 2, Objetion, Which 
either be hath formed tohimſelf , or found [ knoW wor Where, 
viz.T hat it War in the Commi/sions poWer, not|onely to #ppoint 
theſe - wh? oppeſed the Publick Reſolutions to be ciredro the 
Generall eAſſembly , but alſo to have cenſured them'by vertwe 
of aclauſe contained in the Commiſtion ; and that therefore 
having keeped themſelves far within the bounds of the Commi|[- 
fron, ec. T he IWricer of this Paper for clearing of thus bufeneſ?, 
FH1S Ot in a diſcourſe concerning the nature of delegared 7 u- 
dicatories, that they are and muſt be from the light of vitture 
and common reaſon, limited to a certgin rule in all their admi- 
niſtracions, to wit, to ſtanding Lawes of the Initorporarions to 
Which they do belong and to 4 certain end,viz. the good and pre- 
[erwvation of the Whole body,and in application unto, or accuſa- 
rjon againſt the late Commiſrientrs of the Generall eAſſembly 
their Reſolutions : He affirms, they were not ohely without the 
Warrant of an eAtt of the eAſſembly (Which ſhould have been 
their rule) and not only not contributive for the preſerving and 
advancing of the Work of Reformation but expreſly contrary to 
the clear letter of the Covenant, and multitudes of eAtts, and 
deftruitive.co the Work ; and that qouſs' wes aſſmming to thew- 
ſelves a power to cenſwre or Cite ſuch as aidoppoſe them; they did 
not enely go beyond the bounds of their Commiſ[t1i0n , but de- 
ſftrojed the very end of it, viz. the preſervation of the Liberties 
of the Kirkgin bringing Generall Aſemblics to bondage, by rx+ 
cluding 
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 eluding all ſuch as would not conſent to the courſe of defe(lion,s 
dangerous and damnabie preparative, laying a foundation for 
the terall over-throw of Diſcipline, yea of Dottrine and wor» 
foip; yea;the Commiſcion being once corrupted, the introducing 
of Prelacie, Service-Book, Popes [upremasy, the whale body of 
Poperve. Here certainly, the Writer bath filled his Pex nigre 
ſueco fuliginis, 3s render the Commiſsjoners odious and deteſt 
able to alle But to theſe briefly ; Firſt, if tt Was another man 
that propencd the Objetton then the Writer himſelf. . I verily 
think, be aid not mean that the Commiſrioners had power by 
their Commiſc10n to cite and cenſure eppoſers of anyReſolutions 
wade by theysſelves,right or wrong (neither doth the Objeftion 
4s ſet down by the Writer himſelf import any [nth thing ) but 
#ppoſers #nly of their juſt and right reſolutions,ſuch as (T doubt 
not) he took the late reſoluttons to be,and therefore all the wri- 
ters running out upon the nature of 4 delegated Fudicatoyy, 
Oc, as to that Objettion, wu but a fighting againſt his Wn ſha- 
dow, Secondly,we know and acknowledge , that delegated Fu- 
dicatories art limited to a certain ent,and a certain rule ; yea, 
We think further, that Futicatories nor delegated, bur having 
power originally in themſelves humane are ſo limited too, But 
that the late (, omm1(ttoner s gd in their Reſolutions carry on 4 
conrſe of defettion , contrary to the expreſs letter. of the ( owe- 
2071 and multitu{c of Atts of this Kirk, anddeſtruftive tothe 
Work of Reformation, and that they deſtroyed the Liberties of 
the Kirk, brought the Generall Aſsombly to bondage , u (aid, 
bat was never, nor will never beproven; and [o- but a foul ca- 
lumnie and falſe accu{ation of the Brethren, of Which that ux- 
charitable expreſc10n , calling What the Commſrioners did, 
damnable , ( which being u/ed for aggravation here, cannot 
ſimply wean onely, that thi thing done was worthy to be con- 
' demned, ar every errour even the leaft u but alſo damnadble 7 
the deers) I pray the Lord give the VYriter repentance and 
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© all this I return, That albeit the maker of the OvejeRti- 

& on concerning the Commiſſions power took their R eſo- 
lotions to be right and juſt, yer doth not the Writer fight with 
his own ſhadow, becauſe the objeRor and the Commillion 
both in the matter of theſe Publick Reſolutions takes wrong 
for right, and unjult for juſt, 8nd upon this miſtake cenceives 
them to have power where they have none, which miftake the 
Author diſcovers by holding forth the diſcordance of thefe 
Reſolutions,with the rule according to which they werebound 
to proceed, both upon the matter,and by vertue of their Com- 
miſſion which the Author is pleaſed to eall a foul calumny, and 
uncharitable accuſation of the Brethren, that never was, nor 
never ſhall be able to be proven: But I defire him ſoberly tore- 
member 1- That neither he, nor any of his judgement to this 
day have ſo far befriended their own cauſe, or fatisfel theſe 
who ſtumble and gainſay, as to bring forth any A of this 
Church prior to theſe Reſolutions for juſtifying thereofgthough 
it ofteu hath beea called for. 2. That manvy Afts of this 
Church hath been brought forth,ſpeaking plainly againſt theſe 
Reſolutions, to which all the anſwers which hath been retuy- 
ned may ( us I take it ) be compreheaded jn one of theſe two, 
Either denying that the Malignant party were joyned with,z- 
bout the defence of which denyall the Author and others may 
exerciſe their ingines, but ſhall never teable to ſatisfie the 
conſciences of the godly in it, and | fear nor their 'own fully; 
or clſe in telling us that it was a new caſe, which we never 
befote had todo with, or occefion to detemine-, to wit, the 
caſe of the defence of Cauſe and Kingdom againſt a forrain in- 
vaſion; but it hath been often told him and others (and I with 
they would once confider of it ,) thateven in the caſc of the 
Cauſe and Kingdomes defence againf forrain igyafion, the un- 
lawfulneſſe in zoyning with the Malignant party; hath been 
often determined by this Charch; yea, 1n that very caſe which 
is the preſent queſtion, and in the higheſt advantage they can 
have inthe Ratcing of it, that is the caſe of ſcarcenciſe of men 
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as to his great exception againſt the word 4«wmnable; I can” 
not think that che Writer meant it of bringing with it damoa- 
tion tothe Writer; he cannot be fo grofle as to take it forthe 
fin againſt the holy Ghoſt; yea, he w.ll , I believe, allow as 
much-in the matter of Salvation to ſome of thele as to any 0- 
thers, anddelires to think charitably of all men; I dareſay, all 
his meaning was, that it was a thing worthy co be condemned 
but ſo ( ſaith the Author) is every errour, even the leaſt; and 
I would aske him, is not every errour eyen the leaſt dam- 
nable, both in it ſelf, and if mercy prevent not, alſo to the do- 
ers, though ſo.ne be more damnable then others : If T under- 
ſtand any thing of common language, the meaning of that 
phraſe, a damnable preparatsve 18 ordinarily this, it is a pre- 
parative worthy to be condemned ; and Ithink ch: Writec 
might chiok himſelf in no ill condition, if he had no more 
to repent of then the calling of that praRtice of the Commil- 
ſion ſuch, | 
ViNDIGATI 0 N. 


T Ow further in anſwer to that firſt reaſon againſt the Late 
Aﬀembly as not free, and nnlaWfull, | vary upon the 
Commiſſioners Att an Letter (ent to Presbyteries z Conſider 
in the next place, firſt what We rouched at before, that the Alt 
and Letter did not require. Pretbyteries ro preſſe all who were 
unſatisfied With the Publick Reſolutions, uor yet who after Con- 
ference remained unſatisfied, and continued to oppoſe, to Wit,in 
their Publick Dottrine and allive prattiſing, to the hindering 
of people from going forth unto, or withdrawing them from the 
preſent juſt and nece/1ary defence of the Land, ſo that for any 
thing that could be imported in that AF and Letter , yet who- 
ever. Were unſatisficd in their jwdgements with the Publick Re- 
ſolutions, but did abſtain from oppoſition and atting againſt 
the execution of, might been choſen(, ommſſioners tothe 7 em- 


bly, and many ſucb Were in the Land, whe wiſely and Chriſti- 
| © awly conſidering the integrity of the Commiſſion in the end they 
bad before thems, conceived the difference about the means re- 
ſolved upon, not to be ſuch for Which they ſhould any way hinder 
the preſent neceſcary defence of the Land, and ſundry [ucb Mi 
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niſters weve choſen Comm. ue ; and did fit and wote in the 
A[ Py free According ro their judghment. 2. That the 
main end of the Commi/srofters Aft and Letter ſent ro Precby- 
feries Was meer tendeync(ſſe toWards ſome men, Who have given 
an evill requittali for it, The Commiſſion upon ſome prior P4- 
pers, finding ſome Presbyteries ready enough to bave'pur ſharp 
cenſwres upon ſome, who hath been too buſie flicklers againſt 
Church and State, ts ſtop them ani takes them off, 'ſent that Alt 
and Letter for refer: ng all thiir queſtions. ro the Generall Aſ- 
ſembly. But as for pre limiting the eleftions, not a Word more 
or lf, in them, 3. 1s not onely ſundry unſatisfied with the Pub- 
lick Reſolutions who wtre not within the compaſze of that Order 
for citation contained inthe Letter, but' alſo ſome Were con- 

ant continying oppeſers,. who were” choſen Commiſcliners to 
the Aſsembly..” 4. There Was not ſo much as one mans Com- 
riſcion extepted againſt, let be r1jetted in the Aſtembly fer be- 
ing unſatisfied with the Publick Reſolutions; yea, on the con- 
prary, ſundry moſt eminent eppoſers Were niet ancly admitted to 
be members Without any quarrell, but [ate Moderators and 
Clerks of Committees, fo long as they Were pleaſed to tay. 
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TO theſe thmgs 1 do joyp firſt, That the Author fot train- 
* ingofthe Commiſſions AR;,to make it comprehenſive of 1 
few he can,confines oppoſing to Publick Preaching, and ative 
practifing, to the hindering of people from going forth unto,or 
withdrawing them-frem the preſent juſt and neceſlary defence 
of the Land; but arethere no more kindes of oppoſing but theſe 
two 2 What if a man after Conference had continued to pray 
23gxi0ft the Publick Reſolutions, as a courſe of defeAion, or in 
private diſcourſe holden forth the ſinfulneſſe of them , or writs 
ten tothe Presbytery or Commiſzion that he wis ne more ſa- 
tisfied then at the beginniog, and before the Conference; would 
notthe& Ahave reached thele, and ſuch as thefe, though they 
haJnor been PablickPreachers, or a&ive pradtiſers againſi the 
Publick Reſolutions; we ſce not why the Author ſhould draw 
flo nariow, uv 4iſting wonder oft , #hi lex non diſti ugnit: the 
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AR {peaks indefinitely ofall-who after Gonference remaincan- 
{(aiishcs, 204 continue to-oppote , *howithenicah he refleiAt it 
to twolgrts ot oppoſeys onely, when thero thay be; and Liknow 
arc ſeverall other forts. 2, Taking the ARX'3s he expounds it; 
it doth at lcaft as. totheſe include a pre-timitation, by exclad- 
ing them'/in.the eleRious, and theſe might have beeo many, be- 
caulcthere Were very few who didonce profeffe diflati-faction 
with the:Pubiick Retolntions :thec by Conferericos Of othet 
means ther uted by Presbytertes, and Synods:, 'Carme'to beſas 
tisfied; yea, there were not a few; who before the eleRtions 
were conferred with, and yet did ttifl concinue-to oppole. ''3. © 
1 defire that iy may'be marked ,\Thit the Aacher grants that 
there were many. 4m the: Land who were -wiſatisfied jnithefr 
jadgements with the Publick Rufolutivns, beſide theſe whodid 
oppoſe aud AR againſt the cxecutionidt them; by which mazy; 
he mult ineaov many members of Presbyreries ,-and ſuch as 
WEre IN 4 Capacity: 10 degledted Commilſioners to the General 
_ Atlewbly,. etherwife t *wero nor to_ the purpoſe ; it is afrer 
wards cleared by himf{eV;: when he ſaith fundry ſuch Minftets 
were choſen Commiſſioners, and fate and voted jp the Aflem- 
bly ; and if there were many.unſatisfed with the Poblick Re- 
ſolutions, who did avitainfrom eppoling: ( as he himſelf affer- 
teth ) and-124ny who did-oppole, by! teltifying Pablickly-a- 
gainſt them, ar: ( we have proven” )\it leems'that the Number 
who did approve of them were not fo great, and that Presby< 
teriesand-Synods were not fo harmonious abbbt then as is of 
tengiven out. 4-'Thar there is not ſo much as probability; let 
be goad evidence for that which the Anthor/afferts, that. 'the 
main end ofthe Commifſians At and Letter ſeotiro. Precbyte- 
ries, was mecr tenderneſſc to keepPresbyteries fram cenſuring 
of ſome who had been too: bulic fticklers. againſt Church and 
State: I givethcle probable evidences to the contrary: 1.Theſe 
too'bufic fticklers againſtChurch and State, by the Authors ac- 
compt, :were very few, and in very few Preabyteries, but chat 
Leeter avd At was ſent to all che Presbyteries in the Land; if 
it be true which the Author ſaid before, that at that time there 
were four: parts of five of  Presbyteries that had no op polite to | 
the Publick reſolutions, there was no hazard of untender w_— © 
there 


there 8gainR too bubie Ricklers,not could that be the ſcope and 
end that the Commiſſiondid propone totheoiſclvs,in ſending 
their Letter and Actto theſe. ' 2. Albeit.1 know that there 
were ſome in th: Commiſſion who did tenderly affeR the op- 
poſers of Publick Reſolutions, and did ſtudy to keep Rroaks off 
them, yet to make it appear that the plurality in-their aQings 
towards theſe who were unſatisfied with ; and did oppoſe the 
Pabhck Reſolutions were ner led with any ſuch tender ſpirit, 
28 the Author here and elſewhere hints; I ſhal ſet down ſome 
Att and orders of the Cammiſsion which are hinted at by the 
Author himſelf, under the name of ſome prior Papers: 1. In a 
Letter written from Perth, Fan. 16.1651.They gave thizOrder, 
 Andfurther:we do hereby require and exhort you to rake no- 
tice of them , of whatſoever place or ſtation, who do obltruA, 
{peak againſt, diſſwede, privately orPublickly from the preſent 
Leavy, or who having a calling to ſpeak for it, arefilent there- 
in,. ang to. make report thereof at the next Meeting of ourCom- 
miſsion at. St. Andrews , fan.'21.: antin their warning from 
Perth Maichthe 20, after they have applyed many of the 
CharaQters of the old Malignartswhich are ſet down in for- 
merPublick Papers of the Churchyto theſe who were unſatisfi- 
ed with &did oppoſe the PublickReſolutions,andcited ſundry of 
the A@tsmade for cenſuring them, they cloſe thus:Therefore for 
execution of the forelaid Ats of Adeenblies;c5. Wedo in the 
Name of God inhibit and diſcharge allMiniſters to Preach,and 
all Miniſters and Profeſſors to detract, write , er (peak againſt 
the late Publick Reſolutions, and Papers ef the Commiision 
ofthe Generall Aﬀewbly, in order to the calling forth of the 
people; end we do ſeriouſly recommend to Presbyteries, that 
with all vigilancy they take ſpeciall notice , and tryall of ſach 
perſons within their bounds , whether ſuch as have ſtation 
there, or ſuch as in this troubleſome time, have their preſent 
refidence, Miniſters or others, and impartially to proceed a- 
o2inft them as they will be anſwerable; andileaſt this ſhould 
not be effetusl eaough,us being but 2 recommendation,though 
yet with a certificate, t herefore at the ſame time,they did ſend 
this particular following order to Presbyteries. —_— and 
welbeloved Brethren, - finding that notwithſtanding = ng 
aith- 
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' faithfullWarnings,und great pains taken to ſatisfie all men to.coil- 
cur ia their places, for furthering of che Leavics, for defence of 
Religion , King and Kingdom, and all -other our deareſt Interefts: 
many are ſo far from concurring, that they do very vehemently 
co about by Preaching, Writing, and periwading tp the contrary 
co obftract the Work; we do therefore require you, that you care- 
fully enquire.in your Presbyteries what Miniſters doth Preach, or 

etherwiſe perlwade, contraty to our preſent Publick anJ publiſh- 
ed Reſolutions, and that you proceed to cenſure ſuch as ate in 
your own number, and if any Miniſters that travell among you, 
ag 4. in that kind, let them not be permitted to Preach in 
your bounds; here is no great tendernefle, that would net ſpare ſo 
inuch as theſe gracious Miniſters of 7re/avd, who were driven. 

from their ſtations, and forced to retire to this. Land , and ſome 0- 
ther faithfull men among ovr ſelves, who were alſo neceſſitate 
to retire from their charges at that time; theſe were the travellers 

who coaid net be permitted/to Preach, fundry of themybeing then 

Preaching in vacant Congregations inthe Welt,and ſome in Fife, 
neither was the Commils1on ſatisfied with theſe things, but did 

alſo ſtir up the Civill Magiltrate agaioſt them, as afterwards ſhall 

be made to apperr from their own Waraing and Remonſtances. 

3. confidsr the thing in it ſclf; is it tender dealing to be taken out 

of the hands of a Pregbytery, and to be brought before the higheſt 

and moſt publick Judicarory of the Church ; the Apoſtle layes 
weight upon being rebuked by many. Next, as the Author tells 
as-that the cnd of th: Commilsions Ac and Letter , was tender- 
nefle to ſome men, lo alſo he tels us that there was not one word 
more or l:\ſe in them for pre-l:miting the eleRions : Bur what 
though the words be in themyet if they do infer the thing by good 
and neceflary conſequence, is not the matter there ? It is not much 
tothe purpoſe, that ſundry unſatisfied with the Publick Reſoluti- 
os who were not within the compaſſc of that order for citation, 
and al ſo ſume who were conſtant continuing oppoſers, were cho- 
ſen Commiſſioners to the Aﬀſembly,becauſe tome tuch were cho- 
len'in Presbyteries, which were wholly oppoſite to the Publick 

Reſolutions,and ſome in Presbyteries where the greater part were 

oppeſite, y et not without diſſcnts or Proteſtatiens , or double e- 

letions. The Author doth not well to ſay, that no mans Com- 

R miſsion 
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muſsion was excepted againſt,beczuſe of the Publick Relolutions . 
I told hin befare that the Commiſion of the 'Presbytery of D wn- 
hell was excepted againſt upon that accompt , and that the Com- 
miſſion of che firlt eleRtion in G14/goWw was not onely upon; that 
accompt excepted againſt; but after long and ſerious debate untill 
the Commiſſions Prcocecdings ſhould be firfttryed, which not 00- 
ly refuteth what the Author ſairh, but doch allo prove another 
thing, which all along he ſeems to deny, to wit, that the Letter 
and Atof the Commiſion concerning citation, did import theſe 
mens being excluded from-being Commiſsioners to the Aſſembly, 
otherwiſe let them render a reaſon , why the objeRting againſt 
-thera, upon the Letter and Actto cite them, ſhould have enforc. 
ed the laying of them aſide, untill the Commiſsions' Proceedings 
ſhould be firlt tryed, if the Alembly'had taken it for granted, that 
at did not impor: this, they coald not have adwitted this as a rca- 
ſao.to exclude them for an boure; That ſundry moſt eminent op- 
polcrs. were admitted to be members without any quarcelling, and 
tobe Moderators and Clerks of Committees, the Writer gave the 
reaſon of it to be Policy; and I ſhal take in confiderntion in its ewn 
place: what the Author anfwereth thereunto: But ſappoſe all this 
te be true, will this make 8 free Aſſembly, or Vindicate the ele&i- 
ons from pre-limitation > The pre-limitation which is now in 
queſtion is, that of the cleRtivns in Preybyteries, which would il 
have been « pre-liinitation of the Aſſembly, as to its conſtituene 
members, though the Aſſembly had condemned it, much more 
was it ſo whenthey did approve and allow of it;but of theground 
of this miltake I ſpake beforce 
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Fo the two latter part iculars ſomething may ſeem to be ſaid in 
that latter Peper; to the firmer that which is upon the ſecond 
branch of the third © #jattion, though every citation doth not ex- 
clude a man from being choſen aConmiſſioner,or ſuting 45 a meme 
hey in Generall Aſſembly, yet We think it Will. nor be denyed that 
Adtitarion in matter of ſcandall , in defirine or manners , will or 
onght rocxclude 4 man from being « ( ommiſrionty , or ſitting as 
4menwber jn an «Aſſembly, and feb Was the citation. ppointed by 
REL - the 
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the late (ommiſſioners, vil. 111 matter #f ſcandall Wore they or- 
dinary (in the judgement of the Commiſion ) both in Doftrine- 
and manners; Beſides, it is ungueftionable that all citations do 
exclude men from being juilges in the ma'ter for which they art 
cired, therefore though they might have fitren in the Aſſembly as 
judges in other matters, yet nit in thy; Therefore it followeth, 
that as to thu particular Which was the main sf wt all ro be hayd- 
led,the Aſſembly was prelimited. Anſwer 1.To the latter part of zbi4 
reply, I profeſs not much thill in the matter of legall exceptions, 
and conſtitution of Tudicatories: but ſo far as commun ſenſe aud 
reaſon can-lead me. Tt ſeems to me a ſtrange aſtertion that (ome 
few per(ons having oppoſed them/tlues to a courſe taken by a Judi- 
catory, intrufted with the Publick affairs of the Kirk conſilting of 
wen ts that time judged fairhfull, and ſtill prefeſring faich{ulueſs 
therein, as in the foght of Ged, and accuſing thi Felicatory for 
that caur[e they hav: taken, as guilty of defettion, and deſtrojers 
of the Canſe of Religion, if I [ay,. theſe few men bring cited to be 
zryed by a Generall eAſsembly , and conſequently excluded from 
judging in that particular matter which is in controverſies the 
eAſſrembly is in this to be judged pre.limited intbat matigr, al- 
rhough there be befides theſe excluded a competent number of mem- 
bers lawfully authorized: ( For [uch we may ſuppoſe all the reſt, 
10 be for any thing that i ſaid in thu particular that we are upon 
the anſwer of) t0 make wp 4 competent; Fulicatory to cogneſce,and 
judge np#n the matter in controverſic, according to the rule of Gods 
Word, and the ( onſtitutions of the Kirk, which they are bound by 
their Commiſtions and oath; to judge by , I deſire no proof of this, 
for it is principal clear and eviden;, exterminis, and the Writers 
aſcertion is no warrand to receive it for an nnqueſtionable iruch; I 
dowbt nor, but if the Writer ſhall a/5ay to prove this, that he [ball 
fall wpon that ſame exception Which the Remouſtrants made ag ainſt 
the-Syned of Dort,that the moſt part of the Synod Were their adverſe 
party; baving declared their judgement contrary to their doftrines 
which was rejefted 4s a will exception by all Orthodox Divines in 
that Synod, | 
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Eforethe Author come.direQly to ſpeak to what is alleadged 
B by the Writer, he ſcems firlt to anſwer by denying that thgre 
was any pre-limitation of the Aſſembly, even upon ſuppoſall that 
theſe men were by that Citation excluded from fitting Members 
thereof; But let us conſider the Reaſons of his denyall. The 
firſt is,that there were but ſome few perſons oppoſing themſelves 
to a courſe taken by a Judicatory intruſted with the Pyblick Af- 
fairs of the Church, conſifting of men ( till that time ) judged 
Faithfull ,and ill profeſsing faithfulneſle therein,as in the fohe of 
God,znd accuſing that Judicatory for that courſe they had taken, 
as guilty of defeion, &c- although they had been but few, yet 
their Teſtimony againſt the progedings of that Judicatory, as a- 
gainft the courſe of defeRion, notwit ſtanding any thing chac 
that Judicatory had formerly been,and was then profeſs ing,veing 
true and clearly conſonant to the doftrine and determinations of 
this Church, it was a pre-limitation of the Aﬀembly, becauſe of 
that Teſtimony to exclude them - But I have ofcen told him,and 
made it to appcar,that they were not fewgbut many. It - is true, 
that the Commilſsion till that time had been judged fairhfull; but 
it-is alſo true , that a great part ef theſe to whom that Teſtimony 
was due, did with-draw fro the Commiſsion upon occaſion of 
that defcRion, and gave open teſtimony againlt the ſame. And 
though ſome cminent men did abide with them, yet the plurality 
were ſuch who had not been much converſant io, nor well ac- 
quainted with the Publick Afﬀairs ef the Church. Theother part 
of his Anſwer is,that there were beſides ;heſe excluded, n compe- 
tent number of Members lawfully authorized (for ſuch as he ſup- 
.poſeth th reſt to be for any thing that is ſaid in this particular, 
that he is vow upon) the atifiwer of ) to make up a competent Jy- 
"dicatory, to cognolce and judge ypon that matter and controyer- 
fie,according tothe rule of Gods Word, and the Conſtitution of 
the Kirk,which they are bound by their Commilcjons and oath 
te judge by. Ycclding all this, yet way there till be « pre-limj- 
exrion _, incaſe others no leſſe in capacity to be choſen to fit as 
Judges, be excluded. If the Pregbyteries by order of the Com- 
miſsjon, 


m1iſsion,ſhall exclude a great many of their Members in a capacity 
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to be choſen from being Commilſzioners,though they ſend a com- 
petent number of othcrs,is net the Aſſembly pre-limited 1n the e- 
leRion of its conſtituent Members. , even as if the Barrons and 
Burghs ſhould exclude from their EleRtions many of their num- 
ber , ina capacity of deing choſen Commilsioners to the Parlia- 
ment,and yet ſend the ordinary number of Commiſsioners, would 
not the Parliament becauſe of this thing be pre-limited in the ele- 
Aien of its conſtituent Members? Bur jn order to that which he 
{aith of a competent Judicatory to cegnoſce and judge npon the 
matter according to the rules of Gods Word and Conltitutions of 
the Kirk, and of the exceptions of the Remonſtrants:made againſt 
the Synod of Dor: I dehire him to conſider firſt, of that which is 
faid of Mr. Devid Catherwood, a witneſs that deſerved well of the 
Kirk of Scot{and,and whom (I belicye) he will not except inthis 
matter on his nullities againſt Pearch Aﬀembly , andin his Tra- 
Ate agaiaſt confuſed Communions, concerning competent Jud- 
ges in a time of defeRtion, and of what is ſaid of the fame purpoſe, 
by the reforming Party in their PublickPapers in the year 1637.& 
1638, to whoſe judgments, I believe,the Proteſters will ſubmit in 
the matter of a competent Judge. Secondly,that if the cxception of 
the Remonſtrants of the Synod of Dore had been this, that the 
Members conſtituent ef that Synod had declared their judgments 
not enely contrary to the doArine of the Remonſtrants, but con» 
trary to the Word of Gad, and to the clear dodtrine and conltitu- 
tion of the Belgick Churches, it would 5s jure. have been a rele- 
vant'cxception, and being true i» fatto, had ſuſtained 28 well 'a- 
gaioſt that Synod ,, as the like exception agaiaſt the Councell of 
Trent, which is to this day counted valid by all the Preteſtant Di- 
vines. Thirdly,let us ſuppoſe hac eadem vid, ac mods + methe- 
do, that the Commiſsion had brought ia the Prelaticall or Popiſh 
Party,as they did the Maligoant Party, and. had by-Presbyteries 0- 
beying their order thereanent,excluded all ſuch = being Mem- 
bets of the Aſſembly as did bear teſtimony againſt them ,: whole - 
number we hall alfo ——_— tobe as few as the oppoſers of Pub- 
lick Reſolutions , and the number of the other as many as theſc 
who are for them ; whether would this have beca a pre- limited 
Aſcably,yca ornot, and a Coinpetent Judicitory to judge that 
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tiiffer according tothe Wer of God d un1 Conftitutions of the 
Church ? All theſe things being put together, make it to appear 
that the Writer hath bronght'in no ach ficaits in the buſines, us 
the Author ſuppoſeth. + | 
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aw th the former pars of the Reply , I confeſſe that it 14 
kJprobublc;that a man being cited to the Generall Aſſembly upsn 
a'[ca-dall in deftrine and manners where the ſcandall 1s uncontro- 
verted,ond alrendy particalerly deter mined quod jus, 6r in point 
of Law,and rhe queſtion is 6vly about the fall, ought nit to be cho- 
fen Commiſſtoner te the A ſembly,ar leaft not to ſit and vote wntill 
be be tryed andquaged; for I dowbt, if he may not be choſen Com- 
1/ſioner , if there be ner ſome probable preſumptions of the fatt. 
Bat if the ſcandal be yet controverii & indeterminat! juris,contro- 
wverte d,and as yet not a determined caſe in point of Law by the ds- 
trine ef the Kirk, I ſte nor but a man tizcd wpon ſuch aground, 
may be cheſew 4 Commiſſioner to the Aſſembly, and fit and vote as 
# Member in ether matters, except that thereupon he Was cited , 
and do remember Well , that wyon this very ground anno 48, 
w the putting off of ſome from the Lift zo be Commiſſioners ts 
the eAſrembly, Who bad been referred and cited to the Aſsembly for 
fence a; that time, according to the dire ion of the then Commiſ- 
ſon, exception was maie by ſome , thas ſuch perl on; could nor be 
Cheſen Commiſſioners, and conſequently couli'nat be upon « Lift. 
This motion was rejefted by ſome judicious a0d pious , affirming. 
indeed, that [uch perſons could not well vote in the Aſrem ly,until 
their matter Was tryed, but that that reference could not hinder 
them to be-upon a Liff for eleftions, and gp 196; thy not from be- 
ing elefted 10 be Commilcioners, Now, (uch Was che caſe of the 
Citation in hand,it Was upon allcadgeance of [canlall, as yet con- 
troverfi juris,es ts ivy particalay determination theregnent by the 
publick judgment of th: Kirk ,audtherefore both the perſons cited, 
and hel; that ordained them to be cited, were to be tryed and judge 
ed by the Aſſembly, and for that removed in that particular, not 
only about rhe fat but alſo about the matter Juris of La. Hew- 
ever 3f thir pleaſe no; thi Writer, let him an[Wer what be will for 
Ret clearing 
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clearing the order of the Commiſſion 48, und it Will [erve ar well 

the order of the Commiſion 51. As to any illegality relating to 
the Conſtitution of the Aſſembly ; for apon the form clearly both 
were alihe,except in What wil make for the advantageof the Later, 
and 4s for the matter in both it Was althe , as to the Generall Aſ- 
ſemblies judgment at the time of the Proteit ation, and alſo in re- 
ipſa, which we take nwpon nu; to make goot, 
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A Lbeit this be more then probable, us appears from the con- 
ſtant tenor of the proceedings of Aﬀemblies in the matter of 
Commiſſioners, which was intimated by theWriter,yet-I am/con- 
tent to take what the Author gives. He diſtinguiſhes betwixt a 
ſcanjal,which as to the ground of it is. conrrover ſi jetris, Be n ſear 
dall which is determinats juri,and makes the (candall of oppoſing 
the Publick Reſolutions to have been only controverſs jwris, as to 
any particular determination thereof by the publick judgment of 
the Kirk,and thence infers, that the oppoſers of Pubhck Reſsluti- 
ons might have been choſcn, this notwithſtanding, and admitted 
to fit as Judges inthe Aſſembly, though not in this particular; and 
I offer theſe particulars hereancnt : Firſt, That by the Authors 
own grant, thcy are ſtil] excluded from fitting as Jadges in that 
particular , and therefore as. to a competent Judge in this 
particular, which was the mgin, if not the all ofthe Aflembly, the 
Aſſembly was pre-limited, Secondly, That this was not'@ buſi- 
nefſc wh.ch was controverſi juris, but aziclearly deteywinars jure 
asany thing could be; I mean , thatthe oppoſing ef the Publick 
Reſolutions, was no fault , buta dutyclearly determined by-the 
Church of Scor/a»a; 1 confefle, men may queſtion any thing, even 
the cleareſt truths, but there is no caſe oftener or moreclearly de- 
termined by this Ki: k,chen that of the unwarramablenefle uf joyn= 
ing in Countcl er A: ms with the Malignant Party,for the defence 
of the Cauſe and K nzdome, and of the obligation that Fyeth vpon 
Miniſters,eſpecially-to bear ieftimony againſt the ſame3and there-= 
fore anetable injury was done: , and x-groffe pre-limitation'com- 
mitted, byciting them upon that accompt. Thirdly, ſuppoſe 'it had: 
not yet been determunats jwris a8. to the publick judgment'of the” 
Church in an Aſſembly: yet #5 to the judgment of the Commilzi»: 
on 
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on-and Presbyteries who did hear and odey them, it was determi. 
nats ſuris, and men were excluded from Elections, and” cited 
to. the Aſſembly there-upon , as upon a thing-thit was dere; - 
winati juris:; Therfore as there was thereby a pre-limitation in 
regard of theſe, who though they were choſen, yet could not ſit in 
that particular, becauſe of the Citation ; fo alſo in regard of 0- 
- thers, who were therby excluded from being choſen. 4. If this ſcan» 
dal was not (Dererminats Faris) by the Publick Judgment of the 
Church, the Author would let. us know why the Commiſhon in 
their Warnings at Perth, March 20.by applying many former Ats 
and Remonſtrances of Gen. Aſſemblies againlt it, do define it to be 
ſo: And whatWarrant the Commiſſion Pad by their truſt from the 
Gen-Aſſembly,not onlyto declare the eppoſers of theirReſolutions 
to be guilty of practices leading to encourage the hearts, and ftren- 
then the hands of Enemies, in proſecuting their wicked purpoſes to 
make faint the hearts, and feeble the hands of Gods People, and to 
ſeduce their minds with deviſive and ſeparating Counſels and Prin- 
ciples , and thereupon, not only to require Presby teries to cenſure 
them, but alſo to ſtir up the Civil Magiſtrate againſt them. +Snre- 
ly, if the Commiſſion did all this without any Publick Judgment of 
the Kirk(that is of former Gereral Aiſemblics defining thele things 
to be ſcandal) they did as to theſe things a&t without a Commiſh- 
on,and without Authority, and were _— their bounds, and led 
with no ſpirit of tenderneſs. The Author did a little while agoe 
ſeem to ſay, That the Commiſſion had no power to cite or to cen- 
ſure the oppoſers of any ReſoJutions made by themſelves ; and yet 
here he tels, that theſe things, as to the Publick Judgement of the 
Kirk, were controverſs juris : And if ſo, they were as yer but Re- 
ſolutions of their own, and they had no power to cite or cenſure 
any, Or to give Order to cite or cenſure any for oppoſing thereof. 
That the Publick Reſolutions were controverſi, and not determi- 
»ars juris by the publick judgement of the Kirk : That the Com- 
miſſion ha.d no power for citing or cenſuring any Oppoſing Reſolu- 
tions made by themſelves ; That they gave Order to Presbyteries 
toecnſure and cite the oppoſers of Publick Reſolutions, are things 
that I cannot recencile. I wil not ſay but the Authors ingyne may 
find a ſhift, but if he extricate theſe things to the clear capacity of 
Plain and ordinary underſtandings, is more then at preſent my weak 
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eyes do ſee. As for that he tells us OY the rejeQing the 
motion of putting off of ſome from the. Liſt to be Commilſtioners, 
who had been referred and cired to the Aﬀembly in the year' 1648: 
I can jay little ro it, as not knowing it nor the circumſtances ther- 
of. I beleeve it be an inſtance of a particular perſon in a Preſ- 
bytery giving his judgment aneot the liſting of another, bur when 
it is all granted it yeelds a great part of the cauſe,to wit, That thefe 
perſons could not fit in the Aﬀſembly as Judges in thar particular ; 
And if 1 be not miſtaken in my conjeure about the perſons, think 
I may fay, if that judicious and pious.man who rejected that mo- 
tion had been in any fear thar theſe perſons would be choſen, be- 
like he would have holden his peace, and ſufferred the motien' to 
paſſe uncontrolled. Bur the Author (if this pleaſe not the wri- 
ter ) deſires him to anſwer what he will for clearing of the Order 
of the Commiſfion 48. and ir will terve aſwell the Order of the 
Cornmiſsion 5I- as to any illegality relating to the Conltitution of 
the Afembly ; becauſe, ſaith he, upon the form both clearly were 
alike,excepting what will make for the advantage of the latter; and 
as for. the matter in both it was alike , as to the General Aſſemblies 
Judgment at the time of the Proteſtation, and alſo is reip/a, as he 
"I" takes upon him to make good. It ſeems that ic doth not pleaſe the 
Author himſelf very wel,and I think it wil pleaſe theWricer much 
worſe, becauſe of the things which I have mentioned , and other 
things as weighty which may occur to him, as to that cf the 48. 
I have already given clear anſwers for the writer , or rather vin- 
dicated his own, that there was a vaſt difference both in the form 
as alſo in the matter ; and that both, as the Aſſemblies judgement 
at the time of the Proteſtation (unleſs they were not co admit the 
Judgmenr of former Aſſerblics in theſe particulars) as alſo #» re- 
5p/a, and he ſhall but loſe his labor, and not be able to make good 
what he undertakes. ; 
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T Hat which may ſeem to ſay ſomewhat againſt the other Par- 
ticular (viz. That no mans Commiſſion Was rejetted nor a: 
man choſen to be a Commiſſioner Was refuſed to have vote int 
Aſſembly upon that accompt, that he Was unſatipfied with the Re» 
{olutions) i in the AnſWer to the 3. Objeition, Branch 4. Firſty 

-* 1 (beſides. -- 
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(Beſide ſomthing that bath been ve red already) be ſaith Pols- 
Cie taught the Aſſembly ſo todo; The vores of ſo few a number 
not being likely to prove ſo great diſadvantage to the buſineſſe, 4 
the profeſſed dening to then a vote would have done, Anſwer, 1f 
the Writer bad uſed ſo much modeſty and reſpeft tothe eAſſembly 
as to have ſaid, T bat poſſibly Policy might have tang ht them to 
do this, or it may beprobably thought it Was thus, it had been 
ſomewhat tolerable: But I muſt [ay it 4 108 much boldneſſe thus 
t0 have ſaid, poſitively, That Policy aid teach chem it, Good Sir, 
did you ſee into the hearts of men in the «Aſſembly, to ſee thus poli- 
tical deſign moving them to do this ? Or can yogy bring a demon- 
ftr ation from any evidence Wit bout, that their doing of it, did 4- 
riſe from no other principle or motive but thu > But if it be ſo 
that they did it wpen 4 pelitical motive andend: yet if it Was o 
really as none was rejetted or refuſed, to bave vote upon the ac- 
compr of diſſattefatlion,that exception i to no purpoſe to the paint, 
We are upon the freedoms of the eAfembly which u to be meaſured 
by the atts done about the Conſtitution and managing of it, con- 
ered according to the Matter of them,and not according to the 
Intentions and Moral Motsves Whereupon men does them. But 
the writer does add two things further for An(Wer, 1. That the 
diſcuſſing and juiging of the Commiſſions of theſe in Glaſgow 
and Steriing, who were wnſatified With the publick reſolutions 
Were laid aſide; becauſe Mr. Rob-Ramſay bu Proteſtation a ainſt 
the Eletftion, taken from their Diſſatufaftvon,could not be pp "#ſ 
ſed, until theſe Reſolutions were either condemned, or approven, 
Which was in effelt to exclude them from voting, becanſe of not 
approvery the Publick Reſolutions ; and thi us jo much the tron- 
ger,configering that it Was refuſen to lay aſide theCommiſſions of 
the/e that carried on tbeReſolutions until therr proceedings ſhowld 
be tryed and approven. Anſw- 1. Beſides that Hr. R.Ramſa 
bu Proteſtation was not againſt theſe of Sterling at all, ſo that 3t 
#4 imper tinent to ſay, chat their ( ommi(5jon was laid afide becauſ 
of that Proteſtation; And beſides, that the ( ommiſ1ions of others 
controverting with them, and pretending by as probable reaſens 
their Commis ſion as theſe, Was laid aſide alſe. 7t followeth wot 
hence that they were ſimply excluded from voting, but ſuſpended 
frem veting for 4 time, and bad not vote in that particular which 
might Well had been without srwputation of pre-limitation on the 
cAſembly 
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Aſsembly, as bath been Fd, before. 2. The Conſideration 

added for con firmation us very inconfiderable ; becauſe the Com- 
mfons of theſe of Giaſgow and Sterl'ng were centroverted in the 
very Elettion, and therfore their Commusſ1on conld not but be laid 
aſide untili the grounds of the Controver fie ſhentd be diſcuſſed,that 
' ir might be ſeen whether they were orderly elefed,or not; bu theſe 
others had their (, vi on byEleFtions orderly and uncontrover= 
ced in the Presbyreries that ſemt them ; yet neicher were they to 
bave vote in the matter of the Reſolutions, What u (aid from the 
Exception made againſt rheir Admisſion to vote at all, given in 
to the Aſſembly, ſhall be an/wered afterwards, Secondly ( (aith 
he ) it 5s to be conſidered That the Aſſembly did ſuſtain & approve 
theLetter and Att of th:Commizs(jon for etting ſuch as Were unſa- 
tisfied, which was a real excluding of all theſe npon their disſatis- 
fattion, at leaſt from being 7 ndges in that particular. Anſw.1. 
The Writer doth here, as all along this Paper , bear his Reader in 
hand, that the Commiſion hath given order for citing ſuch as 
Were anſatrs fied indefinitly, which u contrary to the truth ; for 
only ſmch (as all means nſed, do continue in oppoſing) were to be 
cited, as u evident by the At and Letter. 2 It rtyme, after rryal 
and examination of the Commis ſions proceedings, they did approve 
that AF and Letter : But did not the Aſſembly, 48. ao the [ame in 
relation tothe Letter and At of the then Commiſion of the like 
nature? But yet further, Did not all Commis(oners from Pres- 
byteries who were unſatufied (excepting (uch only whoſe Commis- 
fions Were comrevertedin the very Elettion) were Yet undiſcuſſed, 
and were pleaſed to ſtay in the Aſſembly, fit and vote in that [ame 
very particular ; I mean the Reſolutions of the Commiſſion, how 
then could they be really excluded from berng 7udges inthat par- 

ticnlar Wherein they realty aed ft Jwages 3 Or were any 0 
them excluded after the Att and Lettey was approven? If it be 
ſaid, That the approving of that Bit and Letter did import, that 
they «nght in ibe judgment of the Aſſembly to have beenexciuded. 
T an{wer, 1. Tet though thu may [ay [omewhat, that the Afſems- 
blies determination in thu point d: jure did not agree wel with thay 
pre- ceding fat in admitting ſuch Members to jnage in that par- 
ticular,yet it ſaith nothing to the point in ham, ſeeing theſe Mew 
bers of whom we [peak did reatly and attually without any Letter or 
exception made againſt rhem jndg, nor only in other matter 5, pry 
| Sy 3 - 
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al[o in that very particular. Thus much in anſwer. to the firſt 
Reaſon againſt the late Aſſembly, and what u brought in that Pa- 
per for confirming and upholding of it: I fit have any force Ma- 
lignants may think themſelves obliged to the Proteſters for tea- 
him r th:m, if ever th:y ſhall have power again , how to call in 
pra 7a and condemn their eAfembly 48. yea,and if they find is 
make far their purpoſe,cven other Aſsemblies roogeven thatSolemn 
eA/sembly 38. as unfree and unlawful, becauſe of pre limitation 
in th: cleftion of Commiſſioners. 
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AHe Author here pasſing by a great -and material part of the 
Mn Aaſwer,co wit, That albeit all char were true, yer it 
doth not make void what 1s ſaid for prelimiting the Eletions by 
the Letter and AX of the Commisſion, becauſe theſe were prelimi- 
ted in Presbyteries, by barring ſundry from being choſen, who 0+ 
therwiſe were in 4 capacity to vecholen, failech upon ſharp ceaſu- 
ring of him, for ſaying, That Policy taught the Aſſembly ſo to-do. 
Bur I conceive that though che writer lid nor ſee into- the hearts 
of men in the Aﬀembly, yet he had reaſon thus to ſpeak, becauſe 
their admitting ſome of chem to ſir, was not conſonant nor homo- 
genious neither to the Letter and A for citing of them, which by 
the Authors own grant did infer the barring of the:o from (itting 
til cheir matters ſhould be tryed;nor yet to theAſſemblies aproving 
of the Letter and AR which did exclude them, which the Author 
alſo confeſles ; it was either great policy,or great ſimplicity that did 
lead them in ſo contrary and diſcordant parts ; Bur as the Author 
elf-where ſpeaks, rhey. were no children; neither was ir fo really 
that.none were reje&ed or refuſed ro have vote npon the accompt 
of diſ-ſatisfaAtion , becauſe as ſome of them were rejected defatto, 
to wit, the Commigſoners of the firſt Ele&ion in Glaſgow ; ſo all 
of them werc rejected de jwre as we ſhall hear anone. It could nor 
but flow from-ſome ſtrange principle, and be matter of wonder to 
th< beholders,. That at che ſame time, in the ſame Judicatory,ſome 
ſhould be ſtanding at the Bar,as res, and cited to be tryed and jud- 
ged, [and others no leſs guilty of the ſame Crime ſhould be admit- 
ted ro {it upon the Bench as Judges of that very particular. I be- 
leeve.the Author ſhal not find many prelidents nor paralels of ſuch 
2 pra- 
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a practice as this-in any well conſtitute and rightly proceeding Ju- 
dicatory Civil or Eccieſiaſt 6k ; fo that meaſuring the freedom of 
the Aflembly by the Acts done about che conſtitution and mana-- 
]ing of it,according to the matter of it, and not according to the 
intentions or moral mytives upon Which men did them : There is 
ſtill reaſon to ſay, that it was not free, notwithſtanding thar ſme 
were admitted to fit and vote, who were unſatisfied with, and op- 
poſit to the publick reſolutions. As to that which he fayeth in 
Anſwer to the other two particulars ; To the firſt of them I defire 
it to be-conſidered. 1. That the impertinency is on his own fide, 
when he ſaich, that Mr. Kob. Ram/ay his Proteſtation was not a- 
gainſt cheſe of Sterling ar all ; becauſe the Writer did not at all 
fay in writ that it was ſo, or that the Commiſſion of Srer/1ng was 
laid aſide, becattice of that Proteſtation;; If he found it ſo written 
in any Copy , it had favoured a little more of chariry to impure to 
the inadvertence of the Tranſcriber, ſeeing no man belixe of com- 
mon ſenſe wo-:1d bring in Mr Rob. Ram/ay a Member of another 
Ptesvytery, and in anorher Province, proteſti: g againſt che Ele&ion 
of Sterling. 2, Not to fall on the debate of the Jaying of the other 
Commillions afide, which were controverted with them, not upon 
the probableneſs,nor improbableneſs of the reaſons they pretended, 
as not belonging much to the buſiges which we are now upon- The 
Author doth yeeld much of the cauſe when he ſaith, It followes 
not hence that chcy were fimply excluded from voring, but ſuſpen- 
ded from voting for a time, and had not vote in that particular ; 
becruſe he yeelds theſe rwo things : 1. That they had not, nor 
were not to have ( 4e jure) any vote at all in the particular 
of the Publick Reſolutions. 2. That ( de fats ) they had 
not, nor Were not tO have a vote in any particular &11 chat ex- 
ception ſhould be diſculied, and fo are they excluded for a long 
time,and from many particulars. But when the exception is diſcuſ- 
ſed and ſuſtained, are they not wholly excluded, both de jwre, and 
de fatto,and cannot at all be admitted, unle(s we will bring in the 
Aſſembly going over the belly of what ſhe hath. preſently found 
juſt and reaſonable ; neither is it ſo inconfiderabie as the Author 
would make irs which is added by the Writer for Confirmation, 
but is very conſiderable to evince the-pre-limiting of the Aſſembly. 
That which was added is this, and this 5s ſo much the ſtronger, if 
we ſhall conſider that. it was refuſed to lay aſide the Commiſſions 
| Ks . of 


of theſe who had carried. on theſe Reſolutions in the Commiſſion 
of che Aſſemibly,until their: proceedings ſhould be tryed and appro- 
ven. To which the Authors Anſwer is, That.it is not contidera»' 
ble,becauſe the Commaiilion of the one was controverred in the E- 
leftion, but ſo was'not the other ; and becaute they were nor to 
have vote in the matter of the Reſolutions ; but this doth nor ar 
all looſe the ditficulty. One of the grounds upon which the Com- 
million of the one was controverted in the Elections, was, becauſe 
the perſons cle&ed were oppoſers of the Publ:ck Refolutions , and 
that ground aſwel as others,did ro themwards ſuſtain as a relevant 
exception 5* jure to keep them from ſitting and voting in theAﬀem- 
bly, not only in that, but alſo in any particular elſe, until ir ſhould 
be diſcufſed; yea, ſome of the Commiſſioners were ſuſpended from 
having a vote in any thing till chat ſhould be diſcuſfted, meerly and 
allenerly upon that ground,to wit, That Brother who was nomina- 
ted in both the Elections; Now was not to be the Auchur or A« 
better of the Publick Reſolutions, invo}ving a courſe of defection, 
being objeted at the down<Fitting of the Aſſembly, an exception 
as relevant i» jure to bar thoſe whe-were chofer by their Presby- 
tery, without any controverſic in the Presbytery it ſelf, from fieting 
and voting in the Afſembly in any particular until chat Exception 
ſhould be erped as the other was, though obzeRted in the Presby- - 
tery at the time of the EleQtion. Let us take the Authors ground 
(to wit) That the matter was coxtroverſi, and not determinars 
18745, and lethim or any man elſe vindicare it from partiality and 
pre-limitation, that exceptions being propounded binc inde, he 
who carries on Publ:ck Reſolutions ſhall be admitted to fit in all 
other particulars,except in the trying and judging of theſe, and he 
who oppoſes them ſhall be ſuſpended from fitting in any particular 
cil-chefe be tryed and Jud ged. On what he ſaich to the ſecond par- 
cicular 1 offer, £+ Thar the Writer doth not all along this Paper 
bear his Reader in hand (as the Aurhor alleadges) that the Come 
miffion had given order for citing ſuch as were unſatisfied indefi- 
mly, becauſe the very firſt cite ther he mentions the Letter and- 
Ad of the Commiſſion be faith, That it was a Letter and A ap- 
pointing, That ſuch as aftcr conference ſhould remain unſatisfied 
with;and continne ro-oppoſe the Pablick Reſolutions , ſhould be 
cited; and having thus once ſet down the true narure and exrenc 
of it, it'wasnecdleſs as often as he ſpake of it to repeat the _ 
words 
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words, and was enough qualicung, wodo to circumſcribe itz 
therefore the Author doch more harm to himſelf then the Writer, 
when he taxcch him as ſpeaking.contrary to the truth in thiss 2» 
That it helps him not to ſay, Thar as the Aſſembly 5 1. did ratify 
the Letter and AR of che Commiliton;, ſo alſo did the Aſſembly 
45. becauſe of the many differences already eſtabliſhed betwixt the 
one and the other. To which I ſhall now add this as to the point 
of Rarification, That the AR and Letter 48. was not contro- 
verted by ary, nor any Eleions becauſe of ic , nor any Exceptt 
on proponed thereupon againſt the freedom of the Aﬀlembly ; nor 
indeed well copld-be, it being clothed with ſuch. circumſtances as 
we have formerly ſpoken of, which needs nor now to be repeated; 
but in 51. 1t was controverted, andEletions therupon were queſtt- 
oned, and Exceptions thereupon proponed againſt the frcedom of 
the General Aſſembly, which were rejected, notwithſtanding of 
contrary circumſtances wherewith the Letter and Act were clo- 
thed, 3- That the Author by yeelding, that the Aﬀenblies ap- 
proving of the Letter and Act of the Commiſſion (which he is ne-" 
ceflicare to yeeld becauſe it was ſo ) doth import, that notwirh- 
ſtanding Oppoſers did fit, got they ought in the Judgment of the 

Aſſembly to have been excluded ; puts himſelf co the diſadvantage 
many waies- 1. Becauſe the Afemblies approving fimul & ſeme/ 
all che Aqs, Warnings, Declarations: and Remonſtrances of the 
Commiſtion againſt Oppoſers of rhe Publick Reſolutions, did not 
only judge , that ſuch by char Lerter and At ought 4b: initio to 
have becn debarr.d from fitt ng in the Aﬀ4embly jn that particular, 
but alſo in all other particulars, yea not at all co.have been choſens 
2: This goes far.to nullify che Aﬀembly another way,becauſe it ac- 
knowledges that de fatto they allowed many ſcandalous men to fit 
as Mcmbcrstherof, who a+ Fre and by aLaw app! over of chem- 
ſelves, ooght to have been removed. 3. Ic holds forth a grofle 
contradiction berw'xt che Aſſemblies Principle and chrir Practice, 
and fo makes more then probable what che Writer ſaid for admix- 
ting ſome to lit upon Policy and deligns.,, 44 It holds forth a great 
foliciſmin che matter of Juſtice ; char is; Socy cremnnes, to # as 
..dges to give ſencence on their complices, to wit, other oppoſers 
ofche Puvlick Reſolutions, who were cited, and now ſtarding as 
x2 before the General Aſſembly. All theſe things which the Au- 
thor hath bronght in Anſwer co the firſt Reaſon againſt the late 
| Aſembly | tf 
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Afﬀembly, and what is ſer dozvn for confirming and upholding of 
it in che other Paper, being now fully diſcufſcd, I leave it to the . 
Reader to judge, whether chat Reaſo:r.of rhe Proteſtation doth 
not ſtill ſtand ſtrong againſt the freedom and lawfalneſs of that 
Aſſembly, and hoy little cauſe he hath to ſay, That if it have any 
force, Maligaants may think themſelves obliged ro the Proteſters 
for teaching them, if ever they. ſhall have power again, how to call 
in queſtion and condemn the Afſembly 1648. yes, and if they find 
it move for their purpoſe, even other Aſſembles too, even that ſo- 
lean Aiſembly 1638. as unfree and unlawful, becauſe of the pre- 
limitation-of Ele&:ion of Commiſſioners thereto. The Malignants 
are in themſelves prone enough to evil inventions though rhey be 
not taught them. by others, but I beleeve, (themſelves being.) ud- 
ges) they had ratherzas to the marter of conſtitution of Aﬀſemblies, 
and the incerpretation of their As, be Diſciples to the Authors 
and Abetters of the. Publick Reſolutions then to the Proteſters; for 
they have there in a little time learned the way how (notwithſtan- 
ding of all fo: mer Acts excluding them) to be admitted to all the 
priviledges of the Church, and to be imployed both in the Army 
and Judicatories, and by complying with the Commiſſion to get 
an Aﬀſembly after their own mind Or ratifying and approving all 
theſc things which would never have been raughr unto them by the 
P:oteſte:s, who ſtudies to hold falt the Ats of Aſſemblies in refe- 
rence to Malignants in the genuine and litceral ſenfe and meaning 
thereof, and to prevent and oppoſe all corrupt conſtitutiqns of Al- 
ſemblies, and that they may be compoſed of ſuch as do adhere to 
former Principles, which being attained, there is no cauſe to fear 
that Malignants ſhall caſily ranverſe cither the Aſſembly 48. or the 
Aſſembly 38- or any other laWful free General eAſsembly of this 
Church. I ſhalcloſe this whol buſines annene the pre-limiting of 
the EleRions, and the excluding of thoſe who oppoſed the Publick 
Reſolutions, with one ſentence of the Britane Divines in the Synod 
of Doxt, who in anſwer to the Proteſtation of the Remonſtrants 
ſpeak thus, Que ratio redd: poteſt cur ſnſſragiorum Jure priven- 
tur emnes ills Paſtores , qui ex offcie receptam Eccleſia Dotri: 
nam propugnantes, ſecus docentibus adverſati ſunt, fi hoc obtine - 


re nova dogmata ſpargentibus nems obſiſteret ne ipſo fatts ju om- 
' 18 poſt modus de illis controver ſis judicands amitteret. 


VINDI, 


VinDICATION 


\ VE 0 on 10W to the ſecond in order of the Projteſtation, 
which is this; Berauſe of the abſence of Commiſ(cioners 
of many Burghs, as wanting free acceſſe becauſe of the motions of 
the Enemy, in the order of the Iate Paper, wherein other reaſons 
are added to theſe in the'Proteſtation, this us {et doWn in the 5.place 
and u caſt in | With ſome addition to the matter, 
becauſe as firſt proponed it hath not [eemed faſt enough thu; That 
cannot be a free Aſſembly ,to Which there is nofree acceſs and receſs, 
but there was ns free acceſſe to the eAſcembly by reaſon of to 
Armies interjacent between the place of the meeting and the aWel- 
ling of many of the Commiſsioners, and being pmrſning one anocher 
very hetely, having their parties comming abroad every Where at 
the time 4 ſhenld had come to the eAſsembly, and therefore ma- 
ny were abſent about the one halfe of the Burghs, many Pres- 
byteries to the numbor of 9.0r 10. neither Was there free receſs 
from ir, not onely becau{e of the former reaſon , but becauſe the 
King and Committee of Eſtates did det ain and keep under a hind of 
confinement, ſeverall numbers thereof, at their returning to their 
oWn homes, having nothing, nor alleadging any thing to challenge 
them for, but their carriage at the eA(sembly. Anſwer,” I muſt 
profeſs ingenueuſly, When at firſt I did read the Projeſtatian, 
1 Wonared much haw men, eſpeciaily Miniſters of the Goſpel, moa- 
king ſo ſolemn and high profeſsion and atteſtation as they do in tha 
Proteftation,viz, That they made one of the grounds containedthere» 
in, as being deſirous to be faitbſjul in the day of tentation, and 0 
exoner their Conſciences 4s in the ſi 'ght of che LORD,could alleadg 
this as ground to ai/claim the late Aſſembly, as not a free andlaw- 
ful eAſſembly of this Kirk. _ 1 confeſs my Wondring # not a whis 
abated,but increaſed by this ſecond propounding Argumentation 
of it, For firſt, As to-the propojal of it 51 theProteſtation,ſuppoſe 
that a good many Commiſioners of Broughs and Preitbyteries bad 
been abſent then « this might have been alleadged With ſome appea- 
rance of reaſon to ſhow that the Aſſembly Was not [os ful in partibus 
integralibus, /o 11merons as conld have been Wiſhed,yet with no co- 
lomr could it be alleadgedgthat it was not freeglegal eſsen- 
rial requiſit for tbe conſtitution A 6 8 could be S—_— 
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tither that their abſence Was for want of 119003. advertiſment con. 
Cerning the time and place of U4, Which cannot be alleaiged (the 
time being known by the preceding eAſsembly, and adverti/ ment 
concerning the place having been given timonſly by the Commi(s5. 
01) or that there was ſome appearance that ſome in the Aſſembly 
might bave been inc linedte att favourably for the evemy,or that 
the enemy might have [ome influrnce on the A(1embly td corre pt 
or pervert it, which I conceive the Proteſtors wil net ſay, I know 
that the abſence of many ( ommi(ſſioners 15 alleadged as one ground 
anvulling this pretended Aſrembly condemned at Glaſgew 38. but 
it is as wel kn:ws that ihe abſence of Commiſſioners was Canjed by 
wntimous indiftion and advertiſment or ſome 9 they internal cauſe, 
bawing influcuce upon the corruption of this Alsembly, 2, It had 
been requtſit the Writer of the Laſt Paper bad cond: ſcended namely 
pon theſe 9, vr 10, Pregbjterics av/ent,; which bad be done, [ doubt 
but it Weuld have been foun« that (ome of chews were ab/ent,bec auſe 
they had nme to ſendgor were not Pretbyteries exaſtirg at all at that 
time,as Orknay and Caith.Iels, 2. Ir ſponld be found that ſome 
of theſe Commu. ſroners of Pretbyteries came Within ſhort ſpate to 
the place where the A/1embly was ſiiting, and Would not come for- 
Ward to it, as for inſtance theſe of Hambleton. 3. Commicrſion- 
ers cam: tothe Aſcembly, berw:en Whom and the place of robe A+ 
ſembly the Armies Were as interjacent, asto thoſe that Came nt . 

or 4id nor Commis ſioners from Presbyteries of Merie and Teyi- 
dale, Gallowsy, Glaſgow, Weſt Conntry ; yea,the Commiſſioners 
of the Presbyteries of fartheſt parts off lying that Way were pres 
ſent, and that others came not it may /crm to have proceeded out 
of negligence, rather then from a neceſſity : Why then ſhould the 
A\sembly be connted null, for the abſence of ſuch, it is known 
that Commiſſioners came not from Burghs , and yet Miniſfteys 
came ont of theſe /ume Burghs.So,if becan{e of the abſence of (ome 
Commiſsioners, for fear of the motions of the E nemy, or becauſe of 
lying of Armies through the Countrey, the late Aſembl ” judge 
ed wnfree and unlaWfull; Thenby as good reaſon muſt oh Asem- 
bly an the 1m” of James Graham hs reiguing and raging through 
the Countreygbe belden unfree; for as many, if not moe Commili- 
oners Were #701 that occaſion abſent from the /ame A/rembly then 
ſee here again how good friends our Brethren proves to the former 


iſcembly by deviſing arguments againſt the late A/rembly, wher- 
by 
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by they plainly teach ' Malignants who were tenſured by this A[- 
bly, how to caſt them as nul upon grounds of conſcience. Sixthly, 
tet the Roll of this Aſsrmbly,be compared With the Rolls of former 
ungqueſtioned Afsemblies , and it ſhall be ſound to have been more 
numerous and full, then ſundrics of then ; yea, We know, that at 
the Aſ;embly of Averdeen 1650, there were but about twenty per- 
ſons preſent, which wotWithſtanding is oWned by the Kirk-of >cot- 
land 4s a free and lawfull Generall. Aſsembly , and it cannot be 
ſaid, that any ſuch excuſe as this was made in that Aſs embly for 
the abſence of any,ani granting that the motions of the Enemy had 
hindered ſome , yet here being [s inconſiderable a number in com- 
pariſon of this Aſrembly, theſe Who were conveened, ſhould not, nor 
could not laWfully be holden an Aſsembly,and gone about their du- 
ties, Seventhly, as for What was ſaid about the want of freedom 
of receſs, the firſt part 5 certain and clear in common ſenſe, that To 
any Aſsembly may ſit, or do fit ont its time, and conclude freely, 
thengh there be danger to the Member in their receſs , this can- 
not 41 any way reflect upon the conſtitution of the Aſsembly , bow 
many Members of the A(sembly in James Grahames time Were 
there that had not ſafe receſs to thetr own homes, For the other 
part ef theſe Members ſpoken of here, had proteſted againſt ,” and 
declined the iſsembly, and deſerted (which the Wrizer Wi/cly paſ- 
{es in filence,and ſates only they Were returning to their Wn homes: 
as if forſooth the A {sembly had been cloſed, or that they had taken 
fair leave before the cloſe) And might not the K ing and the Com- 
mittee do all this > They ſay unto them, nmil they bad been infor- 
med upon what ground they had come away ſo untimouſly Without 
any imputation to 5” cho2oje and lawfulneſs of the eAſſembly : 
Did not the Commiſſioners of the States at the Aſſembly of Dort 
when the Remonſtrants proceeded againſt, aud declined that Synod, 
preſently con fined and charged them to bide within that City un- 
til they ſhould anſwer unto the Aſſembly, Without any imputation to 
the freedom of that Aſſembly. But again,the truth u thu, upon the 
Proteſters deſerting of the Aſiembly, and going through the Arm 
towards the Weſt, the report was, That they bad made a broil in the 
eAſsembly,and Were come to trouble the Army ,and hindey the Le- 
vices appointed 11 the ſail places, whicher they Were going : here- 
upon the King and the Committee required ſome to ; Ao their 
Chambers til their carriage in the A/cembly might be known, But 
+ 2 
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: fo foon as the Aſ cembly heard E * they diſpatched wnto the King, 
Who preſently ſent them all to their own hom, excepting that they 
did require [uoh of them as Were cited to the Aſembly to retwrs to 
it, and anſwer for themſelvs (which yet Icannt ſay, Was certain- 
ly done) without one croſs word given ro them, Theſe things being 
conſidered, impartial judicial Reaters will acknoWledge that there 
hath not bin much ingenuity or conſcience either in alleadging this 
reaſon for annulling the late Aſſembly,and cannat but think the al- 
leadgers themſelves wil bluſh that bere have propeunded it for ju 
ſtifying their own proteſting, and hold it forth to others to snduce 
chem to joyn with them as a ground of con(cience whereof they could 
wot but exoner their conſcience, | 


REVIEW. 


He Authopuſhers in and cloſes his Anſwer to this reaſon 
with a great deal of wondcring , and many exclamations 
againſt the want of ingenuity aad conſcience in the Proteſters, be- 
cauſe of allcadging this reaſon againſt the freedo:me and lawtul- 
neſſe of the Aſ:mbly ; «nd he is ſo confident as to thiak , when 
his Anſwers are conſidered, not onely will his ReaJers be of one 
minde with him in this, but that the Proteſters themſelves will 
bluſh t hat they have proponed it : We have a proverb, That great 
words flycth bajrns; and ſo we may alſo ſay, Great words per- 
{wales women and children, but men of reaſon and underſtand - 
ing will ponder what is ſaid. Albeit the Proteſters did not lay 
all,nor moſt of the weight of their Proteftation againt the Aﬀſem-. 
bly upon this , yet they did ingenuouſly and co:iſcientiouſly con-. 
ccive,that there was weight init, and do think fo ſtill, notwith- 
ſtanding of all the Authors great words: I with he had taken the 
P:opoſitions of the Arguments as they lay, and anſwered them ſe- 
verally and diltin&tly; he doth not ( ſo far as my weak decerning 
canreach) tell us h's mind plainly and direRly, either of the ficit 
or fecond Propoſitzon of the Argument, but ſpeaks direRly onely 
to theſe things that are brought by the Writcr, for canfirmation 
of the ſecon1 Pcopoſition ; and to that part of the firlt Propoſiti- 
on that relates to freedome of recefle ; I ſhall ficft (peak a little to 
the firft Propoſition of the Argument, and then to the application 
of jt. Che wedinmw is none of the Pcoteſters inventing, but ob 
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been generally received and mate ef by Divines , to prove the 
unfreedoime of Cbuucels where there was truth init ; as to the 
matter-of fat ,. as appears firſt from the learned Review of the 
Councell of T ren;, in which this Argument is cleared and con-. 
firmed at large, S:convdly , In the Book intituled Adver(#s Sy- 
nods Tridentini reſtitutionem ſeu continuationem'a Pio Duarto / 
Pont1fice indift am oppoſita gravamina quibus cauſe neceſſarie & 
gr avifrime exponuntier ; quareea Elettoribus cateriſg, Imperit 
Principtbns & Ordmibus Auguſtane Confeſsianis neque agnoſ- 
cenda neque adennda fuerir, Which Book I do the rather citegbe- 

cauſc it doth contain the joyprt- Judgment of many choiſe and fa- 

mous Divines and Lawyers of that time. Whoſo ſhall be pleaſed 

to look either upon the Review of the Councell of Trext, or up- 

on thelc gravamina, as they are clearcd and confirmed by theſe 
Divines and Lawyers, ſhall find this Argument cleared ans £can- 
fired at large, and ſo much ſaid of it , as woul4 be tedious to 
tranſcribe, Thirdly , the Divines of Bremwe in the Councell of 

Dort anſwering to the Proteſtation of t he Remonſtrance,think it 

not enough to ſay,nulle hic vel infidie firunntur, veil nilum peri- 
culum intendityr; but allo adds, ' Quinimo ſecuritas publica om- 
nibus ad acceſſum commoratuone m + receſcum proſtatur. A$to 

the AfſuwptiongI ſhall onely addeto what is ſaid in the Proteſta- 

tioa and the other Paper for verity ng of it ; That ſeverall Presby- 
teries,>ecauſe of the tumults of thele times, could'not mert with- 

in their own bounds to chooſe Commiſeioners , but made 

their Elec10ns in places far remotezas theſe of the P:cghyterics of 
Edinburghand Hadingteun, Secondly , That many Miniſters 
thought it not ſafe to ltay with their own flocks, and therefore re- 

tired Northwards,ſfome to one place, ſom? to anoth-r. Thirdly, 
None could at i hat tim: travell ſafely on ths South-lide of Forth 
without a Pals from the Evgl:ſh, which was not eafie 10 be pur- 
chaſed, and could not be taken without (uſpicion; and therefore 
though lundry d1d hazard to ſteal through , yct ſome were taken 
priſoners and {cnt back, as ſundry Minittcrs in the Presbyteric of 
Lithgow.q.To ſay nothing of theſe inany reproches that were cat 
upon,& many threatnings that wrre uted aguinſt ſuniryot the op- 
poſers of Publick Reſolutions,by t heSoulliours in their journey to 
St-2AngreW.,end in the place,and 1n their returning from it,all of 
them were bcfore that time declared Enemics both to Church 
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and Kingdome,and Laws made by the Parliament ,and Ads iflaed 
by the Comwmiltion.to-preceed agaialt them with puniſhments 
andcenſures; god dothinot the Author in-this his Vindication tell 
usgthat therefore the Clerks Papers which he ſent to the Aﬀſſem- 
bly, were not read, leaſt they ſhould have inferred hazard and dan- 
ger to him ; if then he had been there perſonally, and ſpoken the 
{ame things in the Aflembly that he wroteunto1, which no doubt 
if he had beea preſcot , he would have thought himſelf bound in 
Conſcience to do, he could not hive done it with ſafety, and yet 
theſe were things relating to the Publick Reſolutions. All-theſe 
things being put together, do make it to appear, that acceſſe to the 
Aflembly wes not lafe,but full of hazard and danger. But I come 
to the Author his Anſwers, and in order thereto, deſire it to be 
conſidered : Firſt, That as the wane of integrant parts ſometimes 
may be {o great,that it doth dettroy the very being of the body ;(o, 
when a conſiderable number of integrant parts are waating , it 
renders the body weak ia its funions and operations,and draves 
along with it many other inconveniences. I doubt not but the 
Author will grant,. that the number of Commitlliovers coming to 
an Afſembly,may beſo few, that they cannot make a lawfull and 
free Aſſembly as upon the other fide I ſhall willingly yeeld, that it 
is not every want of Members conſtitucne, that makes an unfree or 
unlawful Aflembly,if either the one or the other ſhould be denied: 
As twoor three Commiſſioners might make. an Aflembly, (o the 
want of two or three might nnmake it. I think he will alſo. grant 
that when many Commiſliovers are abſcry, eſpecially not negli- 
gently, but upon relevant cauſes that it is not fit ro adjoury it till 
another timegthen to procced to conſtitute thewſelves or at as an 
Aſembly. So our V Vorthy Reformers adjowrned-the Aﬀembly 
1763. from Decemb. 25+10 Feb. 25». becauſe mary wcre abſent 
reafoo of the troubles of the time ; and upon the ſame ground 
the Aﬀembly 1569. was adjourned from February to March,fiom 
Sterling to Edenburgh.And if the Meeting at S. Andrews hadbeen 
exſed roread and condeſcend unto the Supplication that was 
off:redto them uader the Hands of manyBreahren for an ad journ- 
ment befure their Coaſtitution, there had been no cauſe for theſe 
Debates--2. It ſecms to be yeelded by the Author,that wher it can 
be demonſtrated that 2 good many Commuitſioncrs are abſent, for 
want of timevs adyertilment,concerning tlie cimeand place of the 
. Aſſembly, 
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Aſsembly, there is cauſe upen that ground to except egainſtthe 
Atlembly.as uot free and lawful. Aud the Aflcmbly at Gla/gow did 
put'ic above queith tor 20ullingthe pretended Afcen}b. at Lithgs 
1696 & chat at Averdeen 1616. And is it not cquivajent to this, 
if by reaton"of exter-al forcePcesoyteries after advertilment given 
wato them canaoc mect avd cheot their Commiſſioners,or if thoſe 
Who are choſen cannot come becauſe of force k-eping them vack, 
V Vhar is the cauſe why undue advertiſment of many. Presbyteries 
and Burges makes a nul Afsen:bly? Is jc not becauſe: many ot theſe 
who are 114 capacity to ſend Commillioners, are by an invincible 
impe4im-nt kept back from doing of it ; and hath nct this alfo 
place in the other catc ? If Prcsbyreries neglect co chuſe Cormil- 
foners, or if th-y be'ng chot(+n ſhall negle& to come, that alters 
the cafe and puts the faulc wholly upon them who neglet+their 
duty, but if they b- k-pt back oy violence from wi hovt 't is equal 
to'their not Deing advertited at al, or theirnot being timouſly ad- 
vertited; or if they cannot chuſe,' or being choſen cannot come, 
to what purp»le 1$ the advertiſment, or how can it pur them jn a 
worle caſe then ifthey had notbeen) advertiſed, or r0t timouſly 
advertiſed. Though thi Presbyterics of Orknay and Caithneſs be 
dednced, and others too which are wanting and have no Com- 
milſioners to ſend 2 yet if the Anthot ſhal be pleated tro-conſult the 
Rolls of the Aſſembly, it kavyly may be Rill found that nine or ten 
Presbyteries were a>(ent, and thiity; Burroughs if not above : 
for"thele of Hame/ton who came afte! wards to the place where 
th Aiſemv'y ws iiting, and would not come forward, as they 
caine thither with hazard and ditficulty, fo did ihry not thinkie 
| a duty to come forward, being convinced of the ovli'ty of the Aſ- 
ſembly, which made them fend their t: {timony againſt it; Itis 
trac that Commnſcioners came to the Aﬀeinbly,netwixe whom and 
the place of the Aſſembly the A-mies were interjacent , and from 
ſeverall parts beſouth Forth; but it 1s as truc, that (ome commin 

from thete places were taken priſoners, and chat others ated 
net tocome from home as being hopelctle to palle thorough the 
danger, being ſo apparent and rexll, which it {ſeems the Author 
hath been ſomewhat convinced of , whep he ſpeaks fo mincingly 
as to fay that it might have: ſeemed to have proceeded of negli- 
gence, rather then of ay neceſſity : He tels us that Commiitie. 
ners camenot from Burghes,and y t Miniſters came fromthe ſame 
Burghs , but cthac proves not that there was free acceſſe 
to 
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. to the Commiſſioners of Burghs wha ſtzyed away; toſay nothing 
that there was few Barghs Whoſe Commiſſioners were abſent, 
whofeMinittcrs were Commilsjoners and came to the Aſſembly; L 
know not anyAſſembly fo impeded and indangered inf. Grahams 
_ time;there was noAſſemb;y that ſate from the time of his invading 
the Land by the 1ribes till the time of his defeat except one , and 
that fate in 7am.-at which time he was not reigning or raging 
thorough much of the Country, but was forced to keep himſelf in 
the Highlands, and in the places of the Country lefle inhabited, 
whence few Commilsioners were come : If the Author prove it, 
by bringing forth the Rolls of both Aflemblics,that as many were 
abſent ftom that Aſſembly if not more, then it ſhall appear that he 
had juſt cauſe ſo to affert ; but until that time he will give us leave 
te ſuſpend our aſſent to the truth of this. He will ſtil have the Pro- 
teſters to be unfriends to former Aſſemblies, and to be teachers of 
Ma!lignants how to caſt them as nullupon grounds of Cenſcience; 
but the Proteſters do diſclaim them for Scollers, and fo do they the 
' Pcoteſters for maſters or teachers; and as there is nothing taught 
by the Protelters that can give them any juſt ground upon which 
to quarrel or caſt the-centures of that Aſſembiy, ſo were it ſuper- - 
fAuous for them now to be at the pains to learn it, ſeeing the Au- 
thors and abbettors of the Publick Reſolutions hath eaſed them of 
the painof this cenſure already, albeit the Rolls of this Aſembly 
were more nume<rons then the Roll of ſoine unqueſtionable Aﬀeme 
blies that would not much help himybecauſe abſents from this Aſ- 
ſembly in many was not voluntary, bat by want of free acceſſe, 
but ſo doth it not appear to have been in other Aſſemblies, and 
whatever the Author talks cf the Roll of this Aſſembly; yet I be- 
lieve before they come to the ratifying ofthe Publick Reſolutions 
which was their great buſineſle, they were but a thin Meeting,ma- 
py of their number having left them,- ſome out of diſcontent and 
diffatisfaRtion with their procecdings , and others fearing to be 
ſarprized by parties of the Engliſs ; As tothe Aﬀembly at Aber- 
deen, in which there was but twenty perſons preſent, which not- 
withſtanding is owned by the Church of Scorland ay a free and 
lawfall General Aﬀſembly ;' it is ſo owned as that theſe who met 
bejog lawfully Commilzienated from their Presbyteries , and ha- 
ving met attherime and place appointed for holding the Aſem- 


bly, are accounted ſufficient to adjourn the Aﬀlembly, and 4p Dma 
crve 


. ata: = 
Py i % GOMTa, ” POET. hs v 
4 Y F. . #YI 20S 5 74 
% 
i: 


(15 Wes 
ſerve and Vindicite the Liberties of Ne Church againſt the en- 
croac hn:erits that then were made upon them by the King and his 
Com miſsioncrs 3 $01 believe the Authot will not lay that theſe 
twenty could have procceded to make Ads of Genersll concern- 
ment tu the whole Church of Sc#:/and,or that it they had ſo done, 
theleaRs would have been authoritative & binding. W hat theWri- 
ter ſpraks of want of freedome,in regard of receſle is not ypon any 
emergent after the down: fitting or cloſe of the Afſembly, but up- 
= cauſes known at the time when the Commiſsioners ſhould 
ave come from home, and therefore he doth not urge it as are- 
levant Argument apart by it ſelf, but joynes it with the want of 
freedome of acceſſe, and it js very agreeable to common ſenſe 
for men to think that Aſſembly not tn. to Which there isno free- 
dome in comming to «xoner their Conſciences; nor avy freedom 
in going after they have done it. .He juſtfics the confinement of 
the Miniſters of $:er/ine. In this particular at Srerlize 1.He chal- 
lengeth the Writers paſsing in filence, theſe Miniſters Protefiing 
2gainſt the Aſſembly, but though the Author think this wiſdome 
yet ]hardly believe that the Writer did it upon deliberation, the 
thing being lomanifefily known, there was no need to mention it; 
The Author asks the queſtion, whether the King might not have 
confined theſe wen, withont ary imputation to the freedome of 
the Aſlembly, unti}l he had been informed upon what ground they 
came away fo unt1meouſly. It ſeems that as the caſe was circum- 
ftartiat , it could not well be done withont an imputation of the 
freedome of the Aflembly; may the King and Committce eonfine 
every one who comes 8way untimeovſly, untill they be informed 
upon what ground they come away, i//nud poſeumm quod fare poſ- 
ſamnus; But where is there ſuch law, for ccnſuring theſe by con- 
finen ent that come away untimeouſly from the Aſſembly; but it 
ſecs they were informed of the cauſe of their comming away, 0- 
therwiſe h's inſtance of the Commilsioners of the Eſtates -at the 
Aſllembly of Dort, their confining of the Remonſirants, and char» 
ging them to bide within the City till they ſhould anſwer to the 
Aſlembly, after they had Pioteſted againlt, and declined the ſame, 
will not make much to the porpoic to juſt: fie the confinement 
at Sterline , becauſe that at Dore was not but upon certain 
knowledge and information of the fat , and it the King 
or Committee did know that theſc Mibiſters had Proteſied , 
how doth the Author inlinuate that it was done untill they ſhould 
U learn 
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lexnuyp2n what ground theſe Miniſters camr away, or whence 
kad they their 1aforanacian, bp tels: us the trvth is thus ;: Uppn the 
Proteſt<rs deleiting the Aﬀtembly, and gaing thorough the Army 
towards the Weſt, the reporc was, that they had made a vruil wh 
the Afſcmoly, and were come to truuble the Army, and binder the 
| Leavy in theſe places wh:ther th-y were going: But to fay vor bing 
that ho gicher wiſcly or careiefly paſs: over this, that they Were 
gojng'to their own homes, th: y. having ther chirges and Burns 
inthe Wit: will he be antw: ratle to his Readers , that what: be 
hath told in his is truth, and nacked!y cold ; I doubt be can, and 
that it be but a deviſed fancy , the very tearmes whereof fecrn to 
diſcover the vanity ot it, and that he ha1 told more of che truth, if 
he hed ſaid rhe information cavie trom the place whcre the Aill-m- 
bly fate;and from perſons who ha4 an ovrriweying hand 1n 11; 3 thal 
not contraditin what he ſaich: That fo foon as theAfﬀembly heard 
of this th-y d fpatched to the King , who preſently lent then te 
their ow! homes, cxcepting that they had required ſuch of them 
25 had def. rted the Aileuibly to return to it, and anſwer for then 
felves; which yet he cannoc ſay was cemainly doae, till heimay 
inform h:otelf about it; L wil tel) him ſomewhar in this particular 
that was certainly done, that I dowbr he will be able to Vindicate 
from being ſoine impuration upon the freedome of the Ailembly,to 
wit, that whiiett theſe Minitters were thus confined xt Sicr/ine, the 
Af mb.did cite ſeveral of them co compean bcf. re them at DO wndee, 
and that notwit hltandingthatiheir confinment was not-raken off; til 
the very day of their appearance; and that there was 4o. miles di- 
ſtance between the place of their confinemen:,and theplace where 
the Aſlewbly fate ;yer thai ſame Gay did the Ailembly,to whon: (by 
the Authors own conf: ($100) their confinement was known, pro» 
ceed aga.nlt them, an4{cntence them, ſame with depoſition, and 
oth-rs with foſpenſion from their Miniſtery , he moy rewember 
tha' they were cited to the day of bc ing Tucidays 
the tame day did the K:ng and bis Army depart frm Sterling, and 
net ti}! 8 litle before his departure 41d he take off thar confineinene 
2s ©an be teltificd by many witnefles; 25 to the Authors initance of 
the Commyſsioners of the Eltates. co::fining the Remonftrants at 
Dort,it doth not meet w'th th-pelent cate. Firit, becauſe-to ſay 
gothing that the Remonftrants of Dore had P oteſted againſt, and: 
deelined « lawtull Alleably, which the Procetters at $7, nee 
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' had not done; neither: yet to fy any. thing, that 1 can fiade no 


{uch confin<inent in charge as the Aythar ſpraks. of, put ppont 
Rewosſtrants ip the Priced Records of that Sypgd Se nine 
Goners h-d certain knowledge and information. .of the matter.of 
fac, but 10 ha4 not the King and Committee of Eſtates. S:condly, 
becauſe the ProtcRtation #:d declinature at Dore was now judged, 
and found ir-relevant, and the Commitsianers themtelves being 
prelegts but not loin the other, | 
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He third Reaſer according to the order of the Proteſt ation, and 
ſecond! 711 the order of the late" Paper. i; thx. in [umme: 

that the late Aſrembly cannet be counted afrea lawfnll General 
eA/sembly, becauſe releyant exceptions being zimeenſly propened 
and offered ro be inſtrulted and ver»fied | againſt many of the meme 
bers cherrof; viz. Such of the laze Commiſſien «as had baud invbe 
Publick, Reſolutions , that they ſhanld. nes. be permitted to fit and 
Vote in the eA(svrmbly, as being wnder 4 [candall,aud $»+lty of pro- 
mot ing 4 corrſe of dejettion, and wwtill.{nch time ai rivey (prud be 
typed, yet it was refuſed tatake any ſuch excoptions 'imyo confidera- 
$50n,nntil they ſbowld be ir yed and diſcuſied. For clearing & confirm 
ing this argumert,the Writer undertaks upen him to ſhow 24 hings: 
I. T #4t 11 was 4 thing incambent 4 dyes £9.che oe Lremmbly ro have 
removed from their Acting all perians yudex {candall' (though 
ſome being kh, - en to them ) uannll they Were pier god rbereefe: 2: 
T bat the perſons objetted ag ainft Were audar (uch foandal as 15:4l- 
leadged, for the former he alleaageth firft; That is is without con- 
trove» fie, and next he brings fowr thmps for the provf of its 1. F he 
light of nayure, and the Werd of (God, but names not ove paſſage of 
1t.2.Some clauſes of both( ovenants,the deſives of thr ommiſſien48 
& of the folomy eng ag mers that [ame year ci all hi Remonſt ances 
for pur gig of the e Armies and 7udicaterieigeven the laze Papers 
given by this [ame Commiſſion to the Parliament at Sterline about 
the Att of ('laſſer, for removing of (candalows perſonr from. be- 
ing members of the Tudicatories( lr ts gaod that Fel river yur even 
in thu heat againſt the Commuſiion finds ſomething right in their 
Paper 1,but he tels not all the truth that he might have done here, 
i their Papers they held forth not ently ſcandalou, but pe- 
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fitively attſuch a; were not quali $0) ſhould be debarredfrom being 
members of Tudicatories,3:A rule and order ſet dowe in the A ſews- 
bly 1562, 1# be found alſs in the Aſembly 1575, 1580-1581 41nd 
exattly keeped for above 20. Aſemblies,and 20. jearsto order;'Viz. 
at the entry of every Aſſembly; The firſt work is tobe abour pur- 
Li's the members thereof, and other men appointed be charged #0 
declare their conſciences, touching ther D oftrine and life and ext- 
curion of therr Office, if therein they be [candalons;and it is appoint» 
ea, that avy to Whoſe charge any thing is laid ought to he removed 
out of the Aſſembly;* untill his Cau'e be tryed, and if he be convitt 
he can have no vote untill the Kirk find ſatisfattion. 4: That af 
the Aſſemblies ſince the late Reformation began 38. have upen vhe 
objettion of ſcandal againſt any of the members in che time of the 
onrfftitation of the Meceing, removed thee members untill it Was 
tryed and diſcuſſed; 'yet in this ſame Iſreting at St. Anirews upon 
the objeftion that the ſcandal of B'aketer5,and othe -5 acceſſions to rhe 
wnlaWful engagement was not /ufficiently purged by netificarion and 
approbation of th-ir repentante in he Aſſ-mbly, they were remov- 
ea from being members, and the Writer magno hit: u bids any man 
i» the world bring a reaſon why ſome upm /uch :xceprions have been 
removed, and «bob againſt 'whom were at relevant exceptions ad- 
mitted; for the other particular that the perſons objected againſt 
Were under 4 ſcandall of carrying on a curſe of d:fe tion, he ſaith 
that it is manifeſt, not enely from common report, the firſt Where- 
of 11 made Deut, 13.12; A ground of [earch,and the other a ground 
r : proceeding ag aivft the inceftuons perſon: 1 Cor. 5. we may 
ee by thu What doom the late Commuſzioners likely might have 
otten, had the Writer of this Paper been judge. excommunication ſ.ommary 
rom. this Church, and deſtruction by the / word from the Cuvill Magi/trate, 
ſuch conſi ering the erime he charges on them, and the ous cited is not 0n- 
ly binted at ( but bleſſed be GOD that ſo il[ willed a Cow had (> hart horns) 
ut alfa from theſe four.. 1, The ſtumbling and ſad. complaints of the godly 
424inſt ther Proccedings. 2, Tbe te/timonies and Letters of many Prezbyte- 
#eries _ their ſtumbling and disſatisfattion with the ſame. 3, The clear 


Rantine Aﬀs , Remonſtrances and Declarations of former Afſemb'zes, unto 


Which theſt were dianetrally oppoſite, 4, The teſtimony of ſundry Brethren 
bs tbe 4embly offering to proves, 4 
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| RYEvV1nw.. 
\Efore-I come to the dilcuiſer:g of the Authors Anſwers: to 
this rcaſon, I cannot but take notice of a few jnterludes of 
his in repeating of theſc things which the Writer brings in for 
clearing and contirmin2 of it: Firft,theſe words of hs for the for- 
mer, he aileadges firft, that it is without controverſie ; and next he 
brings four things for the proof of it, the light of Nature,and the 
Word of God, but naines not one paſſage of it. The Writer {aid 
not,that it was without controverſic; but hits words be theſe; al- 
beir (45-we conceive) ne great controver fie Will be about it :; 'Anud 
although he had (a1d,that it is without controverſic, was it a frult 
to bring ſomething for firengthening aſſent to the truth of it. That 
hejnamed no paſſage of the Word of Gad was, becauſe he took it 
to be lippis & tonſoribus nezum among!t Chiiltians , that an El- 
der ſhould be 'blamelcſſe;and of good report. A ſecond is, That 
It is good that the writer, yeajeven in this heat of diſputatien,finds 
ſomething ri:;he in the Commiſſioners Papers , out that he reils 
not all the truth. The Writer defircs not at ary time to be {o hot 
againſt the Co:mmiſſion , as not to acknowledge and commend 
what is right in their Papers and aftinos , and why ſhouldit be 
made a water of challenze againſt him , that he telis not all rhe 
truth, ſceing he had not to do with any wore then he tells ; his 
point was to tell, that the perſous under frandall, oughr to be re- 
moved from the Aﬀembly,and not the poſitive qualifications to be 
required'inthele who are to be admitted to fit a: Meinbers. If the 
Author think that that can contribute any thing either for itreng- 
throing what the Writer intends to prove , or for clearing of the 
Cemnmithon, he doth well allow it to be told. Thirdly , Theſe 
words of his, The Writcr mage hiars bids any man inthe world 
bring a reaio1 : his meagre hier ware not words very \beſceming 
that tobericfle anJ gravity that becomes a man of h:s place and 
arts, he my remember thar he uſcth the like cxpreſvions hiinſelf; 
all the world . ſaith he in a certain place of his Vindication ſhail 
not be able to clear this from uſurpation ; and is there not need of 
as idea wouh forthe one of theſe 35 for the other. But that 
which is moſt obſervable , is the firange ivterence which he 
diayes froin the Writergciting Dext.13. 12. to ' rove that com- 
mon report is made a ground of ſearch : 1.Cor.5. to prove that it 
is made 2 ground of proceedings , we may fce by — 
. vom 
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doom the late Commiſs. likely dr M have gotten, had the Writer, 
of this beer Judge, Excoimn munication ſummar!y from thizChuy 
and dcitruction by th: Sward from the Ciyill Magiſtrate, ea 
dering ihe crime he charges on them , and the place cited is not 
oncly hinte1 at, ( but blefled be God that ſo ill-willed 8 Cow had 
{o ſhort horns) but alſo from the 2,7 ho{.3-11, The Author told 
uy aboyc,that he is not given to be jeaJous,but this ſayours too tao 
much of jealouſte,and of the want of Charity, which thinketh not 
evill.I would faq. know from what Topick he wil ( fromall-that 
the Writer hath ſaid )frame a probable argument,that it js like, that 
if the Writer were Judge,th: Commiſſioners doom would be (ume 
mar Excommunication from this Churcb, and deſtruion by the 
Sword from the Civil! Magiſtrate 3 ] know him to be a man that 
hath good ability in arguinentation, but it will furpaſle all bis in-+ 
gyic,2y any probable conſequence, to infer this concluſion from 
the Writers citing of theſe placegof Scripturegto prove that cam- 
man r- port is made a ground of ſearch ad proceedingy and I am 
conſivent , that as he ſhall not be able to bring any prodable evi- 
dence of whai he hath alleadged,fo alſo that it did never enter in- 
to the Writers heart to have ſuch a chought. 
ViNDIiCATIOQO N 
T Hus far the Writer ;So We bayve now be fere us 4t ane view 1bie 
Ar gument ſo operous and large , as full and ftrong ar it could 
be made go Which a very (port an(wer might be prade; for all hangs 
#pen thu , thas the late Commiſcioners wore under @ (Candall of 
Carrying ##n 4 canr(+ of defettion, and this havgs wecefſartly «par 
the third particular laſt mentioned, Which the Writer oncly dil ats 
mag ;ftexrally we deny, Which alene layos the whole argument 
in the hallow , and ſuſpends aſſevt ta the cenalnſion thereefy 
untill the Writer ſoanld in a neW Edition felloin out lus Argu- 
mer and make that particular good, which he [hall never be ables 
to de ; But for clearer ſarisfathion 20 4h bboneſt Chriſtians about 
this matter, We preſent this conſideration in anſWer te this angam 
yecuts1,T V6 weny like accuſation exception came into the Aſens 
48, {rom 1he-very Pariiament,againſt ths Member cof their Come 
15 Siencrs who mexe Conmmiſcioners to the eAſſembly, and pat: Af 
ter # long and /cripns achategtt was fownd ( by youe mere then our 
praſent Proteſters. , ud .cancluded that none of them ornld be re- 
meved from ſjuuzing inthe Aſſembly, and voting in other matters 
| angll 
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wwtill their proceeding; were firft heard and tryed, when the writer, 
ſpall ſhape an un{wer vo juſtifie the Conſteution of chat Afembly, 
werwsrhſt anderg this that was done , then we douby no1 bn it ſhall 
the late Aſsembly , {o We ſee that it is contrar 
to the truth which the Writer alleadgeth in anſwer to the firſt Ob- 


jeftion againſt this Argument , when he ſayeth, that though it be 


rrwe, that the Members of the Commiſion have been alloWed to 

fit ntl their Proceedings Were tryed and judged , yer that is 4s 
true, thar fuch Objctrons and | xteptions bring proponed , was nt- 

ver rejebted, we have grven a freſh and recent ir ſtance to the cons 

trary what be aaderh there, Vit. that ſince the late R'formation, 

there Yas no Canſe to propone [uch thing,the Commuſyroners ril this 

yer , having carryea themſelves f itbfully , we grant the 
firmer did carry themſeives faithfully, and thay t' eye was no 
juſftcanſe of propontny that exrepticn ayainſft the ( ommnn/sjon 48; 
ana 'e affir w,thas the Commiſion 51, carryed them) elves fanh- 
fully, and that there Was mo juſt canje of proponi-g that exceprien 
ap ainft them which the Proteſters madebur whether it was [0 or = 
ravrepin re\pli 1n the very deed ir /elf, ſince beth exceptions at 
B+ time they were made, were alike to the Afſembly, and therefore 
(ro borrow the word of theWriter we deſire any man inthe world to 
bring a rea/on why the one Aſſembly ſhoulu be condenencd for re- 
jettin [uch an exception before the proceeding of the perſons ev- 
cepred againſt , were rr yen and judged when the orher Aſſembly 
which rected the like exception 1 maintained. But good Reader, 
look forward upon the Writers following of his Anſwer to the Obje- 
Hon mentioned, and [re a myſtery andju ge thougif it be not of ini- 
quity againſt all the late Generall Aſemblyes of thuKirk; be tells 
us of an Att made anno 1601,and renewed 1648, and ſayeib,thar 
it aoth neceſſarily infer, that the Commiſſioners of a for mer Aſ- 
ſembly, ſhould not be admitted as Atmbers in the ſucceeding Aſe 
ſembly, although there be no' ſcandall or exception' propened npou 
thetr proceedings wntill they be tryed, mach leſſe when a ſcandall or 

exception u propened. Thu is a fair blow, by one ſtroak. given ts 

the late C onftitntions of all the Afſemblees of this Kirk, poſterior 

to that Aſſembly at Glaſgow,withonr exception, and moſt of all to 

the eAſembly 48, for in all of them, Comm: ſſimners of the precee= 

ding Aſremblics reſp- Hive have been admitted to fit 5 embers, 

before thesr proceedin gs Were tryed and judged, andinthat Aſsem- 

by 
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bly 48,they were admitted to Ps Withflanding exception brin 
made «egainſt their ſirting by the ſupream Civill Power of the 
Land, Thit it remarkable,that the Writer,to the 5 $o' he might 
pull down the late Aſaembly 51, ha Wonld put down all the reſÞ with 
it. But thetruth is,the Writer is ſomewhat rafs in his a/sertion 
concerning the con/equences of that eA& mentioned, look the tenor 
of it as it is extant in the Aſsembly 48,Se(s.6. It [ayth only this 
 much,That the Commiſſioners of former Aſcemblies ſhall give an 
accompt of their proceedings in the beginning of the Aſ1embly, be« 
fore any other matter or cau(e be handled, and their proceedings to 
be allsWed or diſ-allewed, cc. from Which T confeſse , this much 
may be inferred by one ſticking preciſely tothe letter of the Word, 
Fat after the Aſcembly is conſtitute, the handling of all other 
matters ſhould be ſuſpended, untill the ( ommiſtioners proceedings 
ſhould be tryed and put to a point during which tryal, the Commiſe 
foners that are members vi materizzmuſt be removed, becauſe the 
ſame perſons cannet try their o\vn proceedings , but that chey may 
nor be admitted in any wayes to be Members of the Aſsembly, not 
ſo much at to vote in the Eleftion of a Mederator, (which was the 
thing required by the Proteſters) cannot be inferred from thence, 
7h it were etherWayes it (cem: ſtrange to methat that ſame Aſcen- 
ly 48, which did renew that Att aid at the ſame very time , admit 
the Commiſiioners of the preceding {ſsembly ( ſundry of the pre- 
ſent Proteſters,and amongſt ;be reſt, none more then the writer of 
this Paper , andthe ſuggeſter to bim of this conſideration, being 
chief ders in the buſines) to ſit as Members of the eAſtembly,be- 
fore thetr procecdings Were tryed; yea, and to vote in ngdry other 
matters during the time of their trya/l, aud that Whenas there Was 
exception made againſt them,but befide this retorgiou of the Argu- 
ment, Which the Proteſters are obliged to anſwer, 
RBviwsw 

A veit the Author is plcaſed to ſay, That the Writer ſhall never 
be able to make goodgthat the Publick Reſolutions were dis- 
metrally oppoſite to clear ltanJing Aﬀts, Remonſtrances,and De- 
clarations of former Afemblies,yet hc,or ſome others in his room 
hath often made this good, out of th:ſceARs,Remonſtrances, De- 
clarations, &c.whcrein the very contradictory of the PublickReſo- 
lutions, is clcariy fet down upon the very circumſtantiat caſe of 
defending the Cauſe and Countrey againlt forraign Invaſion j and 
tncree 
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none of them could be removed from ſitting in the Aſſembly, and 
voting in other matters, until cheir. proceedings were firſt heard and | 
tryed. There was 11 the A'\lcmbly 1648: no ſuch accuſation nor ex- 
ception, nor debare, nor conclulion, which is a ſhort and clear an- 
ſwer for juſtifying that Aſſembly, and for vindicating the truth of 
that which 1s alleadged by che Writer in anſwer to the firſt Obje- 
Rion, to wit, Thar ( uch exceptiuns being propounded, were never 
rejected ; and doth withal give a clear reaſon why the one Aﬀſembly 
ſhould be condemned, though the other be juſtificd 5 becauſe the 
one Aﬀembly rejected ſo releuant an exception,which the other did 
not, it being never propounded unto them. In all this buſineſs the 
Author is greatly miſtaken, and (whether chrongh miſ-informari- 
on,'or how I know not) doth aſſert that for a truth which never 
had a being, and therefore all his defences bnilt upon it do at one 
:nſtant fall ro the ground. The ſtory which asit ſeems he hints at 
in the 48+ was bricfly this * In the yo 648. the Allcmbly being 
met 
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met'and conſtituted without any exception propouſided or mentio- 
ned by any perſon or party whatſoever,againſt cheſe who had been 
Members of che former Commiltion,and were now Members of the 
Aſſembly, after they had Geren five or fix dayes, as is evidene from 
comparing the date of their firſt Seffion with the date of the Papers 
aftcr mentioned, the Commirree of Eftates (for the Parkianrent was 
adjourned a good while ere then, as is evident from rhe printed As: 
therof ) hearing rhat the Aſſembly were now gone a good lengrh m 
the trya! of the proceedings of the Commiltion, ſent in the Earle 
of G'encarn the Treaſurer-Depure, and Archibald Sydeſerf to the 
Aiſ=:::blie with a Paper wherein they did defire, 1. That the Af- 
femb!y would be pleaſed to appoint ſame of their number to meet 
with tuch xs ſhould be appointed by che Commirtce of Eftates , for 
compoiinz of mif-underttand:ngs betwixt Kirk and Sratr, and for 
clearing the Marches berwixt the Civil and thc Eclet'aſtick Power, 
ard th:1e Q :icftions which had been debated berwixt che PA R- 
L1IAMBNT and the CommrgSi-NERS of the Gn N- 
ASSEMBLY. 2. Thar thily -would be pleaſed to for- 
bear che emitring of any Declaration, cithcr to this Kingdom, or 
the Kingdom of Eng/ane,relating ro the then Engagement and pro- 
ceedings. 3+ That before the General Aſſembly did proceed to any 
robation of the ations of the Commit:lioners of the former Af- 
fembkes, that in thefe things which might relate ro the then En- 
gcment, and to theſe Queſtions that had been debated berwixt 
the Parliament and them,they might be firſt heard. In order to theſe 
| defires there paſſed feveral Papers berwixt the General Ailembly, 
and the Committee of Eftates : Bur in none of theſe is there any 
Exception propounded by the Commirtee of Eſtates againſt any of 
the Commiffioners of the former Aﬀemblics, nor any defire r! cre- 
upon, that chey might be removed until thefe Exceprions thould be 
eryed and diſcutſed : Bur all the ObjeRtions and Exceprions they 
ſpeak of, is,Obje&ons & Exceptions againft the proccedings of the 
Commiſſion in reference to che Engagement, which though they 
were 2 good while waitcd for, and again and again delired, yer did 
not the Commirree of Eiiares qffer one rirrle of particular Objeti- 
en or Exception againſt che proceetiings of the Commiſſion in the 
matrer of the Engagement,before the tryal and approbation of theſe 
proceedings by the General Aſſembly, much lefs did chey offer any 
Objcaion or Exception againſt the Members of the ang" 
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| who were Members of the Aſſembly. "The Commictee of Eſtates 
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did afterwards print and publiſh very tharpand reficRing Papers a- 

ainſt that Afembly, and thur Declaration, whereiu as was pro- 
Pably conceived, they had the help of ſome very able Miniſters aad 
Lawyers, and yt in all theſe they do nor ſo much as once infinuate 
avy thing of this kind that they d1d propound ſuch an Exception. a- 
gainſt che Members of the Commillion,who were Mcmbers of that 
Afembly, which doubtleſs chey would nor have omitted if any 
ſuch thing had been-: But if che Author will not trult none of thelc 
things, which if need were can be acteſted by many who were eye 
& car witneſſes therts. To the cf tha there be no place for gain- 
ſaying in this matter,l have ſet down after the cloſe of chis Review, + 
the rruc Copy of the Papers that paſt betwixt the Commitree of 
Eftates and the GeneralAfembly at that time in that buſineſs,cxtra- 
Qed fairhfuily out of the Regiſters of the Commirree of Eſtates ; a- 
gainſt which no flying report thar he hath heard, and taken imprel- 
ſion from, can bear any weight. That Myſtery of Iniquity which 
the Author ſuppoſes to have found againſt all the late Gen. Aﬀem- 
blies of chis Church, is but a Myſtery of his own very groundleſs 
and uncharitable fanſic, wherein he may haply pleaſe himſelf, bur 
brings no edification to his Readers, nor advantage to his Cauſe 
thereby : It were berter for him to be cxcrcited in diſcovering true 
Myſteries of Iniquity, which are nearer home, and as yet a vail co 
his eyes, then thus re ſtretch his ingyne and ſpend his time to find 
a knotina Ruſh. But what is that Myſtery ? The Wricer-cels us, 
faith he of one ARt made ano, 2601, and renewed anno, 1648. 


' and ſaith, That it doth neceflarily infer, that the Commiſſioners of a 


former Allembly ſhould not beadmitced as Members of a ſuctee- 
ding Afſewbly, rhough there be no ſcandal nor exeeption propoun- 
ded upon their proceedings natil they be cryed ; much leſs when a 
(ene or exception is propounded. This {aich che Author, is a fair 
ow by one ftroke given ro rhelate conſticurions of all the Aſſem- 
blies of this Church Poſtertor to that Atlembly atG/aſgew without 
exception, and moſt of all to the Aﬀembly 48. for in all of them 
Commiſſioners ef the preceding Aﬀemblics reſpeive have been 
admittcd to fit as Members, before their proceecings were tryed and 
judged; and in that Aſsembly 1648. they were admitted to fits 
notwithſtanding exceprions being made againſt their fitting, by the 
Supream Civil Power of the m_— Bur if chis be candid | con- 
2 cludeat 


on | : "(1 64) 
cludent-reafoning, I defire leave o 
ric of Iniquity in his own words, before he cloſe this purpoſe that 
gives as great a blow to all the late Conſtitutions of all the Aſsem- 
blies.of this Church ſiace the: 38. none excepred ; his words are 
theſe, I confeſs that thus much may be inſerted by- one ſticking 
preciſely to the Letter of the AA, Thar after the Aflemb!'y is conſti- 
tured, the bandling all other matters ſhould ve ſuſpended until the 
Cominiſſioners proceedings be tryed and put. to-a Point, duri 
which eryal the Commiſlioners that are Members: vs marerie muſt 
be removed ; becauſe the ſame perſons cannot try their own pro- 
ceedings. But ſo itis, that though the Lerter of the AR and vis 
- materie do infer theſe things, yet after the conſtituting of the Aſ- 
ſembly, Cummillioners of all che preceding Aſſemblies. reſpeRive 
ſince the 3 8. have been admitted to (fit as Members of the Afﬀem- 
bly, before the cryal and diſcuſſing of their-proceedings * Therfore 
there is one Myſtery of Lniquity in the Authors words, which pulls 
down all theſe Aſſemblies of the Church: What Myltery of Ini- 
quity.imaginable thc reaches unto the pulling down'of the Aﬀſem- 
blies can be found in the Writers words, but this, That theſe As 
1601;& 1648. docroſs the ordinary practice of all theſe Aſſemblies 
in this particular,concerning the trying and diſcuſſing of the ptocee- 
dings of the Cummillioners, or that the proceeding of all theſe Aſ- 
ſemblies in this particular haye not been agreable unto, but difſonane 
from the-Rule holdei-forth in thele Acts : And doth not the Au- 
thor yeeld , That both by the Lerter of the AR, and: vs maters , 
that they ought to have been removed ? Bur ſo have they not been 
inany of theſe Aflemblics before the judging of their proceedings : 
Doth not then that Myſtery of Iniquity work in him, as well as in 
the Writer ? But he tels us, that it cannot be inferred from thence 
that they miy not be admitted in any waies to be Members of the 
Aſembly, notſo much as to vote in the EleRtion of a'Modcrator, 
which was the thing required by the Proteſters (if he had dealc fair- 
ly he ſhould have ſaid, which is the thing inferred by the Writer ; 
but perbaps he ſaw ſome diſadvantage in that) be it ſo, Thar that 
inference cannot be made from thence, yet may this inference well. 
be madefrom thence, That after the chuſing of the Moderater th 
cannot be admitted to fit and vote in any buiineſs in the Aiſembly 
before their proccediogs be allowed or diſallowed, and that if they 
be admitted before that timerheſe Acts of the Aflembly are.clearly 
| | croſsed 


him 'to diſcover another 'Myſte- - 
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croſsed and contradicted;* which being done by all theſe Aſcemblies - | 
fince 3 8 they are to be pulled down as null. When the Author 


., ſhal extricatc himſelf and his Readers out of this Myſtery of !niqui- 


ty, he ſhall alſo help the Writer how to clear himſelf of the other, + 
The truth is, though there hath been ſome croiſing between theſe 
Afemblies and the pra ice of the Afſembly ſince the z 8: both the 
one way. and the other, by'the farting of the Commiltioners of the 
former Aﬀembly, nor only cill the Aflembly was-<onfſtitue='and in 
the choice of a Moderator, but alſo afterwards in the deba ting and ' 
yoting of other buſineſs before the allowing or difallowing of their 
proceedings ; yer doth not this reach-any blow to the conltitutions 
of-cheſe Ailmblics, becauſe the Act of the Aſſembly 1601. till the 
year 1648. -was almoſt 5nrer nn cog ni;a, & non apparentia ;- yea, 
there was no cauſe to urge it; the Commiſſioners of all theſe Aſo 
ſemblics carrying themſelves faithfully, and nor being under any 
ſcandal or any exception therupon proponed, againſt them. And al- 
beit things belonging to —_— being propounded and urged 
(eſpecially in cafes of conſequence upon the marcer ) cannot be paſt . 
by, -unleſs they be formally: repealed ; 'yer if through inadvertency 
or cuſtom they come to be omitred, there being no particular-emer- 
gent piving occaſion to urge them, yer doch nor this give any blow 
to the Jucaror wherein thefe forms ſhould-be uſed; neither doth 
he, who ſaith, that ctheicown Laws preſcribe. ſuch a form, prove 
outlry of any Myſtery ob Iniquiry.-” | Bur che Author inſiſts, That 
the Aſſembly 48. whichdid renew thar AR, -did at»the very ſame 
time admic the'Commiſlioners of the preceding Aflembly, ſundry 
ofthe preſent Proteſters, /and amongſt che'reſt none more 'then the 
Writer of this Paper, and the'Suggeſter to him of this Conſiderati- 
ong:being chief "aRorsin the buſinels, to lit as Members of the A 
ſembly, before their proceedings weretryed : yea,and coyote in fun» 
dty other maters during the time of theit trya), and thar-whereas 
there was exception made againſt chem» I paſs his rabbing upon the 
Writer of the Paper, and I know not'that Suggeſter to him of that 
confiderarion; as being a thing ordinary. to him 1n all this Debate, 8& 
yer little either for his 0wn-honor, or forithe edification of orhers.: 
I think theſe noiw arenot aſhamed to give their mutual help and a- 
fiſtance one to another either by ſug ſling or digeſting asGod hath 
gifted them, what may contribute for the. defence of the Truth, 
Bur ſure I aw,though he may ſpeak his fanſie,and vent his reflecting 
| con- 


conjectures that he neicher knows who writ the Paper,or if adyyvr. 
who ſuppcſtcd that coolideration to him, or what the:r ating was 
in that Duſiueſs in the Aﬀſembiy-4%. If he (hall take into confidera- + 
tion the circumſtances of proceedings in the Afſembly 48. which 
revivcd the act of the Aſſembly 1601. he will nor need to think it 
ſtrange that they did_ admit the Commiſsioners of the former Aſ- 
ſembly ro fit & vore in other matters before their,proceedings were 
tryed and judged, becauſe the motion of reviviag that a was not 
made till a very little time before the report of their proceedings by 
the Committee of the Aﬀembly, ro whom the inſpection of the 
CommiſSion- Book was'committed : any who looks upon the ats_ 
of the Aſſembly will find, that the a& 1601. was revived, and the 
Commaſsions proccedings approven both in one day, the one in the 
fore-no00n, and the other inthe after-noop ;\ and 1 beleeve that he 
ſhall oor find tharin the interval berwixt theſe two Ats,any thing 
was voted inthe Aﬀembly. He infiguates, as if at that time there 
had been a debate abour the removing of the Commiſſioners, upon 
exception made aga:nſt them ; but idthis he 15 miſtaken ſtill: There 
was no exception made againſt them, Hor any debate thereupon, as 
we have already cleared. If it be asked, what then was the reaſon 
of reviving the AA 1601. the reaſon was, becauſe the Commirtee 
of Eſtates did (the day before the report made of the proceedings 
of the Commiſion) defire that the Aſſembly would not procecd to 
the approbation of theſe proccedings before they might be heard in 
theſe things that did relate co the Engagement - we have already 
ſhown) And the Aficmbly knowing that this was bur-a ſhift ro gain 
time, and to devide the Afſembly , as they thought fir ro call the 
Commirtce, if they had any new ObjeQtions agaivit the proceedings 
'of the Commiſſion, or only the ſame- Objections made þy the Par- 
lament or their Commitrees before ;; aiid upon the" Reply of the 
Committee of Eſtates, that they had juſt and material Exceptions, 
befides any formerly made, to conrtinuc til the nexe day at 10.hours, 
and to appoint that time for hearing theſe Exceptions; ſo for pre» 
venting of the like inconveniences for timeto cone,they. choughc fit 
to renew the AR 1601. But it wonders me that in all che Authors 
Anfwer to this point, he doch not ſo much as once touch wpon the 
parity of the reaſon br by rhe Writer for making of the Act in 
the Aﬀembly 16071. urging it im the Aﬀſembly 1651. there be- 
ing in both theſe Aﬀemblics a ſcandal of defection upon Ca: 
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miſfoners of the Kirk ; wpon the firſt, for taking upon them to give 
in Petitions co-che Park. For votes itt Partament to the Miniſters char 
ſhould be provided to Presbyteries, as repreſenting the rrue Church 
of God,and being theThur4 Eſtate of cheReatm;uponthe fatcer,for 
taking vpon them co briag ia the Malignaiie party, which did nor fal 
'ont (nor the like in any of the Afcinblies ſince the 38.) and chere= 
' fore there is no reaſoa to queſtion the <onit'cution of theſe Aiſem- 

blies, for aot proceeding according to that Rule, 1t 'neither being 

urged, nor there being any cauſe to'urge the ſame. 
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TY the next place to come to a more direct wy : It is certain, Fhat every 
Pp: 0p0unding of Exceptions or Alleadgante of ſcandals againſt perſons, and 
offertng to pr ove them, i not ſujficient t9 dep, ave rhem from being Mem . 
bers of, 0: ſotting 'in tbe General aſſembly : for weve it ſo, perve, ſe and bold 
men might return and diſappoint the Church of all © ea, Aſſemblies for ever + 
this th Wruerof the late Paper acknoWIea es m anſiver to Objection J, 4= 
$4inſt the preſent Argument gnd therfore he proceeds to qua'rfie tle Excep- 
tion Whieb may be ſuffictent for that eff ety by ſetting down three Conditions 
requifit b1 it, * wherets Pe ſpeaks not altogetver amiſs, of which we (ball makg 
ous ſ7 (we bope) for our advantage. baving added 4 little before for further 
clearing. oſt rben we humbly conceive, that as to the admitting t0, or remo- 
wing from ſfit.ir:g in the General 4ffembly: of neceſſity there muſt be diffe- 
renc: achnowl: iged betwint Excepti.ns made in Presbytertes or ſ\cietics, by 
Whom Cometlings are ch+ſon- t a ;eneral 4j[embly, againſt th: election of 
ſuch or ſuch perſons, nominated ta be Commiſitoners, «ud the Exceptions 
made inthe Aſſembly it ſclf againſt ſuch as bape been choſen by Socirties from 
Wh:nce they came Witho:t,quie/tion,. exc jvion or contradi:tton, and have « 
formal and regular Commiſion ; the former 1 conf:ſſe being followed, and 
ws {go 0 , doth ſuſpend perſons [oe _ admitted to fit as Members 
# the Aſſembly, until the exe-ptions be try-d, b-ca:ſe it is as yet under que- 
ftion thether they be »lected and commuſ$tonated,. which muſt be known be. 
fore they /it «5 men: clothed With autbo iy,clotbed to judg, but the other cannot 
alwvaies : | grant it may end ought When (a the Writer qualifies) firſt the ex. 
ception for the matter prima fronte 4ppears to be relevant in Lav, an evi- 
dent, an1 undoubted fault Secondly, that for the truth of the fa in appli» 
cation to the perſons agamſt vhom it is mage there be a ſcandal of ſome pre. 
firmptions for 1tif cithr of theſe be wmting/ ! cannot tn any ways accord with 
the Writer in that alternative which he addeth m the ſecon' condition,or fom 
frring to inſtru and make ts out; [ippoſe the matter be relevant clearly in 
; for grant that , and lill the abuſea conſequence followeth of « ready 
wy 


way made for perverſe and bold perfons to diſappoint the Kirk of all Aſſem= | 
blies for ever) if either-(1 ſay)of th. ſe be —_— the A ion dau evans 
to remove perſons from [ittmg 'as Members in the «Aſſembly before the Ex- 
ception betryed and judged ; though it be true, that the Ajjemb ly being WM 
ſtitute the exception and grounds t reof. ought tobe tryed With all convenient 
diligence,and expedition Which was offered to the Proteſters in the preſent caſe 


and debate. 


REVIEW. 


I Do humblycanceive that the Author by diſtinguiſhing and diffe- 

I rencing of exceptions made'in the: Presbytery, and exceptions 
made in the Gen. Aſſembly,and granting that the firſt doth exclude 
from ſitting in the Afſembly, but not the laſt, except where the cx- 
ceptions prima froxte, at leaftare relevant' in Law , and that for 
the matter of faR, theirs being. a ſcandall of ſome preſumptions, 
doth but dar ken a clear buſinefſe, becauſe if we ſhall take the ſame 
exceptions, and in the ſame caſe they have alwayes ai!k: force to 
exclude pcrſons nominate tobe Commiſſioners, whether they be 
firſt proponed in the Presbytery at thetime of the cleQtion, and af- 
terwards followed 1n the General Aſſembly, or not at all proponed 
till it come to the Aﬀembly : All exceptions sgaintt Comm ſſie- 
ners whether inade in Presbyteries, or inthe Aflewbly, may con- 
venientiy be reduced te that compaſſc,as to-lye in ſomewhat that 
concerns the Commiſſion, #4 not being formall and regular, as the 
Author ſpeaks; for if we take a formall and regular C:mmiſfion in 
all the cauſes and r«quiſits of it, it doth comprehend all theſc things 

. agxinlt which any exception doth ly ; but for..the. bertcr under- 

ſtanding of the buſiveſle, it is to be conſidered, That a:moſt all cx- 

_ ceptions againſt Commiſſieners ly in one of theſe , either becauſe 
they are Commiſſſionated by thele who have no p:1wer,.or becauſe 

the cle&ions was not free,or becauſe theCommillion doth not con- 

tain its due powers; or becauſe the perſons Choſen are not capable 
ro be Cammiſsionated; now let us take exceptions of any of theſe 
kinds , 'or of any other Kind that may be inftince3 belides theſe : 
have they not the 'ſawe weight, being proponed prime inftanti, 
in the Afcmbly, as if they hai been at firſt proponed in thePregby- 
tery, and afterwards followed in the Aſſembly ? Hath not every 


member of the Aſcmbly liberty before the Conſtitution of the Af- 
ſe mbly 
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 ſembly to-propone exceptions of ll or any of theſe kinds, as well 
af rv bet _ Þ Th Presbytety , or commining' ffom thePrexbyrery; 

and1$.not the Aﬀſembly without refereiice, of appeal,vor diflent,or 
roteſtatlot madc'ifthe Presbytety. prime inſtants i judge compe=| 

t nt to take in and judge thefe exceprions beſng proponed; TheAus 

thor gives a diffcrence, to wif, becaiiſe exc*ptions of the firſt 'kind 

being followed an d preſented, put'urider queſtion whether they be 
eleded and cominiſsfonated., which! muſt be Kriown' before they" 
fix as men cloathe'! with 'Authority :but'co'paſſe'that, it ſceins tobe 
in ſiguare that fhecleQion caniv2 be queltionied in the Aſſembly, if 
it hath not been *que\tioned in the Pregbytery , de not excep- 
tions of the lalt kinile'put in queſtion whether they be men 
capable of authoticy , and is it riot'as relevant to exclude n man 

from being a judge, rhat he 15 Not Cipable to feceivcauthorityg' 48 

that no athori'y hath'becn given hidf:'That'he'ts not capable to be* 

cledtcd, ast hat he isnot eletcd, tharhe is rior tightly Commilsi e- 

' nares, as thit Ke's not Commileiotiated at all; notwithſtanding of 

this diRtinAion mac by che Author( which for my part'l ſee little 
ar no leſs ef in this tnntter ') yet he grants'thatYexceptions,at leaſt 

prima fronte do a ] cit to be relevant inLaw;and concerningwhich 
here ace ſcandals of preſuinption'ss to'the' Witter' of fat, atere< 

[avenc to extlud perions from ſitting in the Aﬀeinbly, till they be 
firſt tryed and juiged', and onely defiyes the'thitd branch, to 
wit, That i 15 eciough if there be Tome perſons offering (6 make out 

"what is aJleadgett -" ici order to which, 'I-wodl@ firlt axk 7, whether 
upon ſuppolall that at the time of the eleion, ſome perions of the 
Presbytery offcted to inftrut, and becexaſeofrheir not being heard 
there, hal afterwards come arid offcrtd it ro the Aﬀetnbly before 

their conſtiturioh,would it ther'be areleyant execptiontoexclude 
them from firing cill it ſhould be firſt'trycd andjudged Þ If be ſay 
it would , then tay Pe would ilfo have been televant,' though 

:: hail not been proponicd uatiil the Afembly, and f it be 
deryed 2 1 would know'the reaſon ofthe diffrence , if he lay it 

would not haye been relevant,then | deſire it to ve conſidercd, whe- 
ther the off r of ome perſons undertaking inſtantly to verifie what 
thy do aileadge; be not of as gteat weight as ſoine prefumptions 
of the fa, 1H; a ſcandall bf tone preſumptiens of the fat,which 

is grafted by the Author'to be ſufficient; if the "matter be televant 
in Law: Byt granting this, he cannot ſee but ſtill the abuſedconſe- 
fr ens Pn TI | --*” -quenee 
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. queacefollowey, to wit , the making a ready way fot perverie and 
bold perſons to dilappoint .the- Chyrch of all Aisemblies for ever. 
Upon ſuppaſall that.there were ſame occaſion given hereby to fear 
fuck a thing, yet if another as evill a conſequence do more probably 
follow upon denying this : That is remcadileſs corrupting of A(- 
ſemblies.1n their conſtitutien; what ſhall be done in that caſe? That 
this conſ-quence will fellpw, eſpecial)y where the exceptions do 
concern many, and leading menare, is of a niore £2wmon and ani- 
verſall influence, appears, bccaule if theſe pertons be admitted to ſit 
23 members aftcr the proponing of theſe exceptions , before tryall 
of them , there can be ho regreſs to the removing «et rhem after- 
wards.upon that ground, unlets we ſay that the AGcmbly may af- 
terwards undJoe that which formerly th y dil approve, in fors con- 
tradiftoris,. and that thoſe that were once found meinbers , not- 
withſtanding of thelc exceptions, yet aftcrwards by the ſame ex- 
ceptions may be found no.members;that the 0ue-conſequence doth 
more pr@1ably follow then th- oth:r, appears not oneiy from this, 
that.it-is not ordinary for menof commonTenſe and reajon , not al- 
moſt for the moſt perverſe and ircationall men, to uffer that to x 

| Judicatory, againſt their cooſtitucnt members, which they hive no 

probable hope to verifie; but alſo from the. doolfull 'experi-nce of 
this Church. When did it ever fall out in the Church of Scotland, 
that a Generall Alvembly.was diſappointed by perverſe and, bold 
men, offering to prove exceptions relevant in Law, but fals in'f1t 
28ainftthc conſtituent members thereof? who can give any inſtance 
thereof,unleſs men will bring the Aſsembly 51. (which is to bring 
the thing in queſtion) for an inſtance : But upon the other hand, 
the admitting of men to (it againſt whom ſuch exceptions were, or 

might hive been proponed, hath been one of the main capies of 
coriuptions of Aſsemblies,and defcRion in thisChurch,as iv Lowe 
inthe'time of the Prelates,and it is the duty of wiſe men<o provide 
moſt againſt that which «e p/urimum is their danger : But as I db 
not {ze how the laſt conſequence by the Authors way, can be pre- 
vented,ſo 1do not ſee howthe firſt conſequence doth follow,becauſe 
theſe perverſe & bold perſons who propones the exceptions, & of- 
fersto verifie them initantly,doth not ſuppoſe that all thcMecting to 
whom they offer the exceptions are guilty ; for if they did ſuppoſe 
thit-th:y could not propone any exceptions to be tryed by them, 
but behoved prime #nftanti to decline them all 8s judges, _—_—_— 

| t 


the verification of their alleadgances toa judge competent. Now 
-Ifthey do thus, the Alsembly 15 not dilappoltited? by perverſe and 
bold perſons,cffcring to verific exceptions, becaule inthis caſethey 
do net make any off-r of verification ot ahy exception; 'before that 
Mecting; .upon the ocher hand , if they do acknowledge a partof 
them as perions competeit , and. fitly qual'fied to cry and diſcuſs 
'thefc exceptions which they cfter to verific,then the petſons againſt 
whom th-y except 4s removed ,*and the exceprions takerriny, 
and cogiolced upon,. according to the verification offered ; they. 
arc found either truc or falſe; it they be found falſe, the Atlembly 
is not di[appointcd{ EY procect to 1ts Conſtitution, having - 
found their members blametefie, 'art{ flaving ſtopped theſe mens 
mouths. Ifthe exceptions be found cruc'of ſuch a number, with- 
out whom thi r-| cannot make an Aﬀembly, there is a greit ad- 
vantage in [icad of a feared diladyantage, that is the prevention of 
a corrupt Mcctivg, conitituting \ themlelyes: in an -; Aſſembly; <jf 
but a fewer number, the corrupt are removed, and the blameleſſe 
are admitted, andthe Aſſembly goes on: ' Belides all this, may by 
wiy of Comwiſſion*, Without any diſadvantige' tothe Proteſters 
cauſe be yeclded tothe Author}; tharit is*tobe looked: to thatthe 
Perſons offcring to verific theſe exceptioris be not perverſe perſons, 
«Y- but n:en of a good report, and ſuch as are known to wa'k'honeltly, 
' and nott i npon's Principle bf mlice' or ilSwill againſt the'per- 
fo'iswhom the Fr6dbgiads coneeri,all which was true thePro- 
"teffers eaſthey being ſundfy of them meEmbers'of that Meering, to 
whom it wit Heumbefit't# officio to prepone any exception ton- 
{fting in their knowl-dge, ani allowed to tt as Mymbers of the Af- 
ſemhbly(a priviledge nor beloriging to pet vers me?) and all of them 
' BeH'of good'report,& of a blawekeſs coityerfation, and fuch as are 
known-to be*ſo: far from malinging the' Commiſſioners, igainft 
whomihiey did except,that they theny had andRilhaverhiemin cſti- 
mation," and db love them as brethren. "The Author yeelds that the 
"Aſs m'ly being conſtitute, the .cxception and grounds thereof are 
*tSb&try-4 wittfalf conveh{erit dihgerice and expedition ;*and al- 
*Teadges that this was offered to the Protchters in the preſent caſe 
and cebate” That ſuch'tn off-r was made; 1 ſhall not contradi; 
T belitve it was ſo, vutto pats by that, even thi; which he himſelf 
thinks: exſonsblt, though offered, yer was not well performe1,be- 
*abtc moſt bf the time that the 'Afs*mbly-late, was paſt beferethee 
_ . 2? , . (. "WV; Y% V1 \ 4 4 -Excepti- 
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"excaption and che'grounis thereot were try<d, theſe men al We -3F 
; While, 10ifor a:good gpany dayer, ſnring and voyciog 10 all thipgs 
that paſt inthe Aſs: myly, ever in rele thioge th4r,di coliecm the 
| propovers ot the cx<cptzon :,TheP. on erp Soul not acceat of this 
offer, not.one!y.becaule it, dg lyppoſe thzir, Itging, 10 the A'sembly 
as memacrs betarethe tryiog of the, exception, but allo becauſe 
«the exception was 19% an ,cxcep;ion. Ig0 nit oe oLfoy'e few partt- 
{cular perſaps 10 ;he cate of fom parricylar, or per ſonal {can] als, but 
/ (An 2xC&ption of comman concerament to many in thi 'gs rc Wing to 
"the diſcbarge vf their tyoſt inthe Cauſe, 
51.3 D434; V 1-N #.1 C A. F 1,0 Wa... ici MILE 
JD Vr-laich the writer 5n, band. ( both t eſe, Were, clear ju the 
+I Aooole ns cole s rowir ; the. exception made, againſt the tute 
\ Commiſſioners j tt was, relevang i» jurc, if tbere be any relev ancie 
Why @ a5. 114 not ſit 11 the General. Aſſembly, this certainly us 
one thar be hath ber; ajed bus former ruſt, hath made defeftoon from 
\the:Coverant 484 Conſe,and being inflrum-ntal to carry on « courſe 
"of tefettion throng hong, tbe Kit hand Kiegdomgand as to the truth of 
2 the fatl,; inreference.ag ainſt hom the excepiiep Was made,all theie 
tid concwr a flagrant ſcandal, pregagny pre/umnptions and perſons 
" 5m the Judicarory, offering tornfirntt and verific whar Vas allcad- 
. ged). by this, tho Wriggr., believes that be hath fſqares 4s With 
| Sun bram, and gain dþi;,poine but web we 5c fob { be made 16 ap- 
pears that he hath left the matter yet in the miſt, ' nd.g armed ever 
« White. ; I's tre prudeed, that for Commyſſioner te betray their 
truſt, ro make defetion from rhe (ovenant, and <qu(e, fc, i in 
. ure .4 relevant carnſe ts exclud: any may fron ftrjn 8 che Gene- 
;rall Aſſembly.ar « mexuher, and de/erves wore ( 45.1 dowbt not but 
the Writer, and ſome, orbers intended the, hellenge of it againſt rhe 
Commiſſioners for morg ) but that phe Commiſſioners for the mat- 
ter of fatt bat betrayed rbeir truſt, &c.T pere might have been 
ard vat indeed by ſome ſprexd 4 flagrant ſcandal! , but there was 
"no flagrant ſcandal! ( theſe [ame Who afterwares, accuſed thens is 
the Aſembly) 1 meas pre/nmprien: ebjettive by any raing then <8 
. though there was preſamprions enough gu ſome men againſt rbew, 
and 45 for (om: peror; offering to inftrult, it, that 5s to litgle pur- 
| poſe 10 47 gue. theme ſe candallen;, but the great ſophiſm iu thu whole 
diſconrle ( whereinto 1 Will not determine, whether out of (nauins- 
advertency or Willing ly the Writer bath run ) lzeth in this, that 
26s . TO the 
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the 45d and principal Jieftion dc jire)whith vetd hive bron clex- * 
Fed to the effett that [caniall "wight 'been juſt 'y s charged 'njoit the 
Commiſ[sioners,Was not the Generall or theſis, Whether betray of 
 xruſf or making a-fe tion From th-Covenant an1C auſe,ififbe ſuch 
a fault 'as Aejer ueth excluſitn from fitting ar aMember in's Gene» 
"ral Aſeimb'y ont this pariieular hyporheſis whether the reſolving 
that a'l prſons in the lan , excepting (BCH as are wotorioufly Fe. 
w.inbe ad mirted tojoyn tn 47 ms forjuft o& neceſſary d/fence ofthe 
"K in g dows when orherWayecs there Caniot'be Fortes had other Ways 
in warrantable p*ultence for defence of 'it, \tem'reſolving thatthe 
time of Ci 81] Cem ures inflicted by the Parltam?ne "uper” perſons 
.KCLe( ory 16 former mal ig nant Toler ſes,” as the hufull E PogAge- 
wen, mi 2 hr be diſpen, ea with 'and taken off by the ' Park a- 
ment, With thi; proviſien , that" none ſid be - admitted "10 
places of power and troſt , but 'uch as are qualificd po+ 
fptively according tn the rules of thi Wird of God, in that caſe beld 
inonr Solemn E'gagement' , \t' maradiming Prebyteries to pro- 
card with perſons form-rly puilty of malignant courſes, for admiſe 
fion of them nuts publick redenranc: in a Way conform tothe rules 
'ſet down by the Generall Aſſembly , for admitting of ſuch upon re- 
fPimonials from Preibyteries ," bearing 'a'5fattion grvem by then 
confirm to theie yu'er,w'eth-r the(e things([ [ay Jcontarnt lefefti- 
on from th:Covenant &-Canſe,& conſequently '0thtmport betray- 
ing of truſt in « Commiſſion mniruſted with'thi care of preſerving 
the Covenant and Can'ic, this i4 4 queſt :ow'in jure, that the Writer 
fhonid bave alleadged 16 have bien clear, I mean'tnthe aff marive 
of it,cre be alleadjed that there Was upon th- late Commiſſioners, 4 
ſcandall of [owe preſamptiens , that they bad betrayed thesr truſt, 
"wade 5x apa en the ( vvenant and Cavn'e; but the Writer paſ- 
ſeth by thi; 5» lence, Now, though we might ſay, and are able 
in the Lords fir:ngth to mak it good, that theſe things comained 
" mot any defettion from the Covenant and Cane,” yet now we ſhack 
{ay but the, that this was mot at the time of the Proteff ation clear 
' ro the Aſrembly,becauſe as yer there W4s not any pariicelar deter- 
wInation thereanent 11 former Gemerall A/semblies, Wherefore for 
- futher clearing of this matter that we are upon , the excludim 
" #he perſops choſen by tbeir Preibyreries Wirhout contr aditton ty E 
ani ſſeowers from fitring as Members in the Aſſembly «pon allcady- 
' ance ff {Candail. a; ainft chew \ it ſhould beobſerved by all beich 
FE 1 


and ingenuons Readers , that when the imputation of [candal upon 

them depends upon 4 particular bypetbefis, Wi ch ar leaſt is queſti- 
enable, andthe very point yi controverfie berWixs them and ch:ir 
accuſ[ers, is againſt all reaſon and equity that tbey ſhould be holden 
to be under a preſumption of [candall, untill that hypotheſis ſhould 
be diſcuſ5ed and clearedgzand avg ſo untill that be don: the eAd- 

 verſaries alleadgeance of ſcavaall againſt them is ro be held but a 
meer alleadgeance , which by the writers own confeſſion is not a 
ſufficient ground whereupon ro exclude perſons from being admit- 
zed ro fit as Members in a Generall Aſsembly , untill their canſe 

. be tryed and jnadged, 

Wt Rnvinw-. 
Shal paſs the-Authors interludeg,of the Wr'ters believing that 

.& he hath cleared as with a Sun beam,and gaincd his point; and 

. of that he doubty not but that the Wi iter and ſove others did in- 

; tend to challenge for more; and that there was a flagrant fl nder 
{pread by. ſome; and thatthere was pr-ſumption. cnough in fone 

--men ;.and come uato the diſcuſſing of that Sophiſme {as 'he is 

..plcaſed to call it) whereinto he will not determine, wheck-r oat 
of inaniwadvertencie or willing'y the Writer ( as he'all. adges ) 
tath run. Burt let us hear what this Sophiſme'is; The main and 

- principal queſtion de jwre(which ſhould have been'cl. ared (ſaith 

_—he) co the £:& that ſcandal might have been juſtly charged up- 

. onthe Commiſſioners, was not ihe Generajl or Theſis whe» 
ther betraying of truſt,and making defeRion fromthe Covenant, 
&c. be ſuch a fault as deſerves excluſion from fitting as £ Mcmber 
in a Gederall Aſſembly ; but this particular Hypotheſis, whether 
the relolving that all perſons , excepting ſuch as are notorioufly 
prophane, &c. way beadwitted to jeyn in Artis for juft and ne- 
ceflary defence of th Kingdom, when otherwiſe there cannotbe 
Forces had in warrantable prudence, ſ fficient tor the detence of 

-it,&c. If the right ſtating of the Hypotheſis were the thiig vow 
direaly in queſtion, it were needfull to contider 'more largely of 
the Authors ſtating of it; but becauſe it comes 1n an the by,! (hall 
encly dcfire theſe few things to be taken notice of in the (tate of 
the queſtion which he gives; firſt, That it doth ſuppoſe ſomerhiog 
untrue,to wit, That Forces (in warrantable prudence ) ſutticrent 

_ fof defence of the Kingdom, could not other wiſe be had, uvlefſe 

» al{ perſons in the Land ( excepting theſe included'in th&excepti- 

© ons{et dowa in the anſwer to the'Quere” .vere'brought forth. 
If 
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If we may ſuppoſe , that Forces equall in number to thoſe who 
were jovading the Land , were Forccs ſufficievt in warrantable 
prudence to defend the Land: , that number, yea the double of it 
were toc found be-North Forth, ( to ſpeak nothing of other 
arts in the L1':d, out of which there were alfo L-xvics made both 
of Horſe and Foot ) though ail the perſons in-queſtion for th-ir 
Masl:gnancie and di{-affection to the Cauſe, had been laid aſide. 
Tac Forc:s which by theſe Reſolutions was )eavied, were by the 
ack owletgo! of 21} who knew both the Artnics as numerous, 
jf not more Nu .rom than the Forces of the Adyerſaries, and yer 
the Lavics in mary places was but the fourth Fenfible man, and * 
inf w or no places ©. yond the third; whence it will follow,t hat 
either the two p#rr of he perſons in theſe places where the Lea- 
vies Wer. made, were ſuch as did fall within the exceptions con- 
rained 'n the Commiſſions Anſwer tothe Q: zre , or elſe that 
there was no ſuch neceſſicy of 20 univerſall coming forth, as was 
alluwed in that Anſwer,ond that therefore the necefsity that wis 
alleadged for in ploy:ing of ch:le men, who were formerly cxclu- 
ded, ws but mecrly pretenied.  Sccondly, That there were no 
ſuch I:ems {as he ads) jn the Commilsions a:1ſwer to the Quzre, . 
which was the foundation of the Publick Refolutions , and the 
main thng in debate betw xt the Commiſs1on avd the oppoſites 
of thele Publick Reſolutions ; The firſt Item reſolving, that the 
time of CiviJl cenſu es infiged by the Parliament upon perſuns 
accefſorie to former Malignant courſcs, as the ſiofoull Engagement 
might be diſpenſ-d with and taken off iy the Parliamert , with 
this proviſion , That none ſhould be sdmitted to places of power 
and cruſt but ſuch as are qualified politive'y according to the rule 
ofthe Word of God in that caſe holden forth in our Solemn En= 
gagement , ( To paſſe by the way of carrying of it, which was 
paipable anJ obvious to the whole Land ) was not added untii the 
Forces were almoſt compleatly leavied, and the bulk of the Ma- 
lignant Party brought inro em, loy ment, and places of power and 
truſt in the Ariny. The ſecond Item, ordaining Prevbyteries to 
proceed with perſons formerly guilty of malignant courlcs,for ad- 
miſsion of them into Pulick repentauce, in a way conform to 
the rules ſct down iy the Gencrall 'Aflembly, for admitting ſuch 
upon teſtimonics from Presbytertes, bearing ſatisfaRtion given by 
them conform to theſe rules, was not at all included in ———_ 
miſſt- 
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- miſgions anſwer, neither was there ſo much of it, as ong'wordin 
that large Warning of the 7.0f Fa». 165 1. emi; ted &y the Commil- 
flor for ſtrengthening of that Anſwer, and.w hen ary rhigg of that 
kind in latter, Warnings, ARts and Letters cams ig bc added, 
was alwayes holden forth but-as expedient, in 'erder to the em-' 
ploying of theſe men, vue vever was prefled in any of theſe Pape 
ag a ncceffary dury to exclude all theſe from, being employed for 
defence of the Caule and Kingdom, who gid not give eyidence 
of their repentance,according tothe Ads of. the Generall Aiſem- 
bly; nay,it could not be io preſſed, anl. Mc they had dcftroyed Fx 
foundation which they had laid in their anſwer to the Quare, Muy 
in that Warning, The truth is, what was done in the watter of 
repentance, in orderto the employing thcle men, wag upon. the 
ſtymbling and out- crying of many againſt the Publick ReſsJuti- 
ons, #3 they came firft forth, and yet ſo as the firli ground was al- 
wayes holden faſt as to the matter of judgment; an tor practice 
the bulineſle was hereby rather made worle before the Lord , ahh. 
to the point of . air aa then it was before; The Commiſgion 
not only ranverſing former As made by themlelycy for exclu- 
ding theſe from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper who were in 
the rebe]lion after Duwpbar, till the next General] Aſſembly, and 
making new Aas for receiving of them; but recciving promiſ- 
cuoully tuch as came unto thetn, agd by their examplc reachi 
Presbyterics to do the like , by which was produced a fearfu 
mocking of the Ordinance of God in publick Repentance, wh-ch 
no donbt hath been one of the provoking caulcs of the Lords 
wrath,to draw on thelc dreadfull ſtroaks wherewith he hath a- 
gain (witter our Araites and our wholc Land. But tothe hypo- 
theſis it ſclf, granting to the Author that w hich he a! ladges, "26 
this hypotheſis was not clear at the time of the P:oteltatzon,, be- 
cauſe as yct there was not ay, particular determination therea- 
nent in former Generall Allewblies. Firſt, 1 douve of that af- 
ſertion of his, That when an imputation of ſcandal! depends up- 
on a partjcvlar hypotheſis, which at leaſt 1s que ſtionable, and the 
very point goncroverſic betwixt them and their accuſers, it is 
againſt all reaſon and equity,that chey ſhould be holdento be vn- 
der a preſuryption of icandall, untill that particular hypothefis be 
diſcuſſed aud cleared,and therefore untill that be dove,the adver- 
ſaries alleadgeance againlt them , is to be held but 23 8 meer al- 
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leadgance, upon which they are norto beexcluded from ſittirig 4s 
Members in the Aſsembly, until their cauſe be Judged and tryed. I 


* 


- ſuppoſe that ſome Commiſlioners to rhe Aſsembly ſhould abject a+ 


£1inſt other Commiſs:oners rhat had comitted murder, and thould' 
offer inſtantly to veritic the ſame,and deſire rhat the perſons.againſt 
whom it is propounded ſhould be removed from fitting as Members 
until ir migbr be tryed ; and rhey in the mean time ſhould ſay, thar 
it was true, they had taken thr: hfe of ſuch perſons,but in their own 
juſt and'neceflary defence, and therefore they could nor be holden 
under a ſcandal of murder, nor be thereupon removed from fitting 
inthe Aﬀlembly, till that particular Hypothelis were firſt determi- 
ned : Would the Author think it a wrong done totheſe perſons,or 
rather a duty in reference to the conſtitution of the Aſsembly,to re- 
move them riil the ma'ter ihould ve coghoſced upon ? 2. I do af- 
firs, That not only toriner Aſsembhes, but the Aſsembly 1651. 
did remove” Commiſſsioners wpon Exceptions propounded agai:ſt 
them, the grounds wherof was not yet clearly determined in Law; 
for inſtince, The Commiſsioners of the firſt Ele&ion of the Pres + 
byterie of G L a $ G6 © vv , who were laid aſide ( as for 
other Reaſons , ſo alſo for this as one, #n foro controditte« 
rio,” ſuſtained to be relevant ) becauſe of the Exception -of 
che' oppoſing of Publick Reſolutions propounded againſt them. 
Nex?t,' Mr. Robert Canden Commiſſioner from the Presbytery of 
Dunce, was removed apon the propounding of this exceprion,that 
there were bur three or four Min:ſters in that Presbyter:ie to chuſe 
Commiſſioners, all the reft of the Charches thereof beiag vacant ; 
and cat) any Derermination of this K:rk be produced, thar three or 
four Miniflers in a Presbytery, where the reft of the Churches 'of 
that Presbycery are vacant, cannot chuſe Commiltianers to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. 3. I do upon the ground which the Author him- 
ſelf laies dowh, prove the carriage of the Commilfioners to have 
been ſcaidalous, and ſuch as did miniſter juſt ground of excepting 
againſt ther, why they ſhonld nor fit 2s Members m the Generall 
Aﬀembly, till cheir carriage ſhould be firſt cried t my Argument is 
this, Whoſvever Commillioner* of che General Afembly being in 
their truſt and cartiage in the 'Publick Aﬀairs of the Kirk limited 
and ryecd to proceed accotding'ts Atts' of former Generat Aſlem- 
blies, does upon the accompr of the diſcharge of their traſt, declare 


many godly Mitifters in the Church of Sror/and ( rill then of un- 
| Z queſtionable 
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queſtionable integrity and faithfulneſs in the work of GOD) to be 
Malignants and unfaithfal 1n che cauſe, &c- and requires Presbyre-= 
ries to cenſure them, and to refer and cite them to the General Afſ- - 
ſembly, becauſe of their oppoſing of Reſolutions raken and iflued 
by chem, concerning which there 1s no particular Determination in 
any former Ailembly: They give ſcandal and offence in the diſcharge 
of their rrult, and may juſtly becauſe thereof be excepred againlt, 
as not fit to 1it in the General Aflembly as Members thereof, before 
their carriage be tryed : Bur the Commitſlioners of che Aflembiy 
1651. who were Members of the Commiſtion, were ſuch ; Erge, 
&o, The atſumption is clear, the matters of fat contained therein 
being evident from their owa Papers, and that they were not war- 
ranted by any At of the Aﬀlembly ſo to do ; is the Authors own 
ground. The firſt Propoſition I prove thus : Whoſoever ſo far 
tranſgrefſes the bounds of their Commiſſion, as upon the accompt 
thereof, co declare many formerly faithful, ro be Malignants, un- 
*Faithful,and ordains them co be cenſured and cited, when they have 
no warrant thereby ſo todo, gives ſcandal and offence in the diſ- 
charge of the r truſt : But the Commiſsioners by ſo doing did fo far 
rranſgreſs the bounds of their Commiſs:01, &c. Erge what the 
Author will here anſwer I do not well know ; But I would faine 
have him co tel a reaſon why the Commiſsion dealt ſo ſharply with - 
many godly men,as to iſue tuch Declarations and Warniogs againſt 
. them, and to appoint them to be cenſurcd and cited, and to ſtir up 

the Civil Magiſtrate agaiaſt them, becauſe of their oppoting of Pub- 
lick Reſolutions ; whileſt, by his own acknowledgment,there was, 
as yet, no derer-nination of the Church in favours of theſe Reſolu- 
tions, Or againſt the oppoſers of them : I thought it had been his 
mind that the Commiſsion could not cenſure any, or ordain any to 
be cenſurcd for gppoſing Reſolutions of their own, not yer deter- 
mined nor approven in a General Aſſembly ; and I would have him 
to give a reaſon, why he accomprs it avainſt all equity that when the 
impuration of ſcandal againſt che Commiſsioners depends upon a 
particular hypotheſis, which at leaſt is qu. ſtionable, and the very 
point of controverſie betwixt them and their accuſers ( as he calls 
them,though unjuſtly, becauſe chey, as Members of the Aſſemblic, 
were doing of that duty which is common and competent to every 
Member of the Ailembly, that is,to objet what they know of ſcan- 
dal againſt any other Member, that the Aſſembly mighc be _ 

rute 
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tuted of perſons rightly qualified) they ſhould be holden to be un- 
der a preſumption of ſcandal until that hypotheſis be diſcufed and 
cleared, and why it ſhould be agreeable to equity and reaſon, - that 


- upon ſuch a particular hypotheſis, which at the leaſt is queſtionable, 


and the very point in controverſic berwixt' the Commiſsion,' and 
many fairhful men, and ſome Synods, and not a few Presbyteries 
in the Land ; ſhould be holden not only to be under a pretumprtion 
of ſcandal, but alſo ſuch as did deſerve to be publickly declared a- 


_ -gainſt as Mal:gnant and unfaithful, and appointed to be cenſured 


and<cited; It ſeems thar whilſt the Author reaſons thus abour his 
hy porheſis,that what he gains one way he loſech another. I ſee 
not how by his queſtionable hypothefis he can defend the equity 
of the Commiſſions proceedings in their Warniugs, Remonſtrances, 
and Ads againit theſe who were unſatisfied with, and did oppoſe 
the Publick Reſolutions ; and when heſball do it, I hope his own 
srounds ſhall hclp'the Proteſters to prove the equity and reaſon 'of 
removing Commiſtioners,even upon ſuppoſal that it was but a que- 
ſtionable hypotheſis. 4. I defire ro know of the Author, by what 
power, or in what capacity the Commillion did look upon them,to 
determine this queſtionable hypotheſis : as a Commiſſion they 
could not do it, becauſe there'is no clauſe in their Commiſſion that 
gives them power or warrant fo determine any point of Doctrine 
not formerly determined by the Charch of Scerland ; but their 
Commiſion tics them in all things to walk according to formerDe- 
terminations, Acts and Conſtitutions of. General Aflemblies ; and 
I think he will not ſay that by vercue of any other power or capaci- 
ty they cither did it,or could do it- The Anthor hath by his own 
confeſlion and ground, brought the Commiſſion a greater length in 
the exerciſe of their power, then ever the Gen. Aflembly did give 
to they, or { for any thing I know) did mean: to give unto them, 
that is, To determine points of Doctrine of great importance and 
conſequence ; as to the ſecurity of Religion, and of the Cauſe and 
Covenant, not formerly determined by this Church in any of her 
Gen-Aſſemblics, & upon theſe Determinations to declare ſuch as are 
unſatisfied with,and do oppoſe the ſame,not only to be cenſurable, 
bur alſo appoint them to be cenſured : I thought if any thing had 
been the proper work of aGen.Afſembly this had. been it. But more 
direRly to the point ; I do atfirm that this Hypotheſis, the Publick 
Reſolutions determined by the Commilitqn of the General _ 
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bly 1650. and iſſued to this Kirk in their PublickWarnings,Letters, 
Remonſtrances &c, docontain and involve a courſe of defetion, 
was at the time of the Proteſtation clearly determined in former 
General Aflemblics, becauſe the General Ailemblies of: this Kirk 
had ofren before that time determined an aflociation inCouncel and 
Armes with the Malignane partie, evenin the cale of thedefence of 
the Kingdom againſt forraign invaſion ; to be ſinful and unlawful, 
as will appear to any who thall be pleaſed to read the Declarations, 
Warnings andtaules of Humiliations , and Publick Papers of this 
Church theſe years pilt; and particularly the Solemn Publick Con- 
fellion of Sins, and Engagement to Duties ; and the Declarations 
and Warnings ifiued by the GeneralAſſembly 1650. upon the Enge- 
{tf invading of this Land : But theſe Reſolutions did involve {16h 
a ConſunQtion, becauſe they did involye a Conjanction with all the 
Subjects in the Land, excepting theſe few included in the Excepti- 
ons contained in the Anſwer to the Quare ; but amongſt thele was 
the very body and bulk of che Malignant party, who are by theſe 
Reſolutions all»wed to þe taken in and employed in the defence of 
the Kingdom, wichout any repentance or forſaking of their malig- 
'nant waies,as a thing fiecefarily previous to the employing of them, 
and without which they could not be employed. Theſe were the _ 
things which the Prote'ters alleadged and offered to verifie , not 
only the general, that the Commilsioners had made defeHion from 
che Cauſe and Covenant; but that theſe particular Reſolutions con- 
cluded and carried on by rhem, did involve a defection from the 
Cauſe and Covenant ; this (I ſay) they offered to inſtruct from for- 
mer Ads of Afsemlics ſpeaking clearly and poſitively there anent; 
which yet were refuſed to be heard by the Meeting until they hrſt 
ſhould conſtituce themſelves in an Aſscmbly clubs theie Mem- 
bers, againſt which the Exception was propounded, a greater im- 
putation upon their freedom then they will eaſily wipe off. | 


VINDICAT ION, 


T ts khnoWn that the Belgickh Remonſtrance in the Proteſtats. 
J 0» againſt the Synod of Dort alleadged a matter of Scandal a- 
gainſt the moſt part of the Members thereof, viz. That they had 
wade a Schiſm,and Were Schiſmatick ; T he point de jure in theſi, 
| That Schi/m was 4 foul (candal,and ſuch 4« made them unfit to fit 
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by 


in that ?udicatory as Members, I {uppeſe was cleer, and the Re- 
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eenſtrants brought many plauſible Preſunmprions that they were 
wilty of it mare plauſible 4 great dral then thu Writer ale 
leadges againſt the late ( aumiſ[cioners, they bring Particular 
inſtances of Fatts, at keeping ſeparated ongregations ani Preſe 
byteries from the Remonſt rant; reſufing 10jomnin Prayers or Sa- 
craments With them : whereas our Witer allcadges nothing but 
(Geaerals, effence of many gaaly, pregnant preſamprions, mon ut 
Shading to inſtruft,gc. But here Was 4 Lucſpion in Hyporheli, 
Fobether it be aſchiſms ta keep [eparated Congregations 4nd Þ refe 
bytries from, and to refuit to joyw in Prayer s and Sacr wnments 
With men that bad departed in 1 heir dattrin from ſuch ani [ſuch 
Articles of the Doftrin of that Reformed Kirk, as the Reman- 
ftranrs hal done ? And therefore theſe Miniſters accuſed by them, 
conld ne; be held as under (candal of Schiſm, or Pre/umprtion 
thereof, until the Points in Controverſie were tryed, Whether the 
Remonſtrants Tenents were Erronenus, and of what conſequence 
and imporiance they were ; aud until then, the Remonſtr ants 
Challenge of Schiſm againſt theus could not be repuced but a meer 
Alleadgance, 1 khnoW other things were «An/Wered ta ths Reajou 
of that Proteſt ation by the farrain Divines from the Members 
themſelves in { entroverſie betws.xt the ane aud the etber ;, bus it 
ay be evidently perceivedin ſundry of their judg ments upon that 
Proteſtation that they had all one Eye to thus that We baue (aid. 
Hence us it that of the judiciaus Brittain Drvines in the /ecoud 
Branch of their eAnſver to that eAccujation, Conltat hac Sy- 
nodys cx perſonis nulla cenſura Ecclefiaſtica noratis nullo publics 
aut legitimo judicio de Sciſmate canvictis unquam aut condem- 
natis Proceſtatio aurem Remonitrantium facta in contrarum vim, 
latz fententiz habcre noa debet. And.rhar of the Naflean Divines 
Eſt veneranda & ſanta hxc Synodus Congregata in cum finem ut 
dorinam R-monſtranium propoſitam defenſamque audiar, ad 
Dei verbum probe examinet de cjus veritate vel falſitate pro= 
nunciet couſque igitur ſententiam de ſciſmate ezuſque anthoribus 
ſuſpendendam efle ſentiamus. Ss /ay we, The many vuſinefſe of the 
late General eAſſembly Was to Hear ,Try,and Examine the Pro= 
ceedings and Reſolutions of the late Commiſſioners whether they 
wore conforms to the Word of God, the { evenant, and Conſtitutions 
of this Kirk, and what could be [aid for, or againſt thew rn 
fWer e= 


Therefore nntil then was the matter of Defeftion objetted againſt 
them to be ſuſpended. From all this that bath bee ſaidzit # evident, 
T bat ſeeing the «Aſſembly Was to go about the Tryal of the Com- 
miſſrons proceeding s with all convenient expedition, it 1 no wayes 
a relevant exception againſt the Freedom and Conftitation of the 
eAfembly that they were admitted to fit as Members notWith- 
ftana:ng the Exception that was alleadged againſ# their ſitting : 
eLnd as for the ſame Objettion, it was [o far from ſticking upon 
the Proteſters themſelves at firſt , That Mr. Andrew Cant with 
the geod-liking of all of them, [0 far 43 ceuld be perceived, did put 
Mr.Robert Blair, a»d Mr. William Ret por the Lift of Mode- 
ration ; and [nndry of theus gave their Vote to Mr. Robert Blair 
Tobe Moderator, Let be to fit as an ordinary Member of the 
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His Inſtance which the Author gives of the Belgickh Re- 
Antics in their Pcoteſtation againſt the Synod of Dort,is 
uite diffcring from our caſe in ſeverall reſpeAs; Fiſt, The hypo- 
thelis that was in queſtion betwixt the Remonſtrants and the An- 
ti-Remonſtrants, whom they defired to be removed out of the Sy- 
nod,as they were determined in the Confcſlions and Cat-ch:{mes 
of the Belg:chk and other Reformed Churches ; So did the Anti- 
Remonttrants which were Members of that Synod , adhere to 
theſe determinations,and were willing that their DoAtrine ſhould 
be judged thereby ; whereas the Remonſtrances did decline the 
Dodrine of the Be/gick and Reformed Churches in their Cate- 
chitives and Confethons , and do require it as one of the Conditi- 
ons ef the Synod , that every man ſhould give his oath, that he 
ſhoutd have no regard in this buſinefſe to Contcllion or Cate- * 
ehime,"ut onely to the Word of God, as appears from their own 
wor'ls, which be theſe 3 14eog, qni/g, ſub file juramenti coram 
Deo [antte preſtandi promittar ſe nou reſpetturum in hec negotio 
ad Confeſſionem Catechiſmum aut ullum aliud humane anthori- 
tis [criptums [criptoremque, fe ad ſolam Scripruram que pro ſola 
fidei nor ma heberur. But the Com nilſioners of the Generall Aſ- 
ſe:nbly , as thzy Jo deny :heir reſolutions to have beer formerly 
determined by chis Church,and ſo upon the watter do CO 
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ly declineto be judged in theſe things by the AAts thereof, as not 
being quadra nt to their caſe: So do thy cry out upon the eppolcrs 
of Poblick Reſolutions, for citing theſe Adts fo often againſt them, 
and for inſiſting ſo little upon the Word of God, which they call 
for as the onely rule whereby th-y will be judged in the(e things, 
to be determined by former Afſcunblies,fo were they molt: willing 
and deſirous, that they and the Commillioners in their judgments 
and a&tings upon theſe things,ſhould be judged thereby. Second- 
ly, The Remonttranis did accuſe the Anti- Remonlirants of 
Schiſme,and as Schilmaticks mott unjuftly , of which we ſhall 
give the reaſon, in the words of the Brittaia Diviges then in 
the Synod .; Laia ip remonſirantes recedendo a deftrind 
cemmunizer receptd, iniiiuuns © Ccau/atio hbujnus ſeparationis exts= 
terunt nam veritas habetur , quod 4 primordio in Eccleſia aliqud 


afraditum Oo receptum fuerit,erpor reputatur quod peſtea induci- 


tur,donec habits leguimo examine & Judicio contrarinm conclu- 
datur, quo ctiam accedit quod ills dici non poſſunt a aottrina Ree 
monſt rantinm receſſiſſe ( quod inſchiſmate preſupponendum et ) 
qui illam nunquam receperint ſed ab initio (ibs propoſitam rejece= 
rint & condemnarint, (words worthy of oblervation in order to 
the whole debate upon the Publick Reſolutions ) but theſe who 
g;d except againlt the ſitting of the Commiſſioners in the Gene- 
ra}l Aſlembly , upon their making def: Aion from the Caule and 
Covenant,did it juſtly, becauſe of thcir departing from the recet- 
ved DoArine of this Chutch , aud the bringing in of new and 
ſtrange Doctrine in tha: point which the other offercd to verifie. 
.Thirdly, The thing which the Remonltrants did defire,was, That 
the Anti-Remonſtrants ſhould be removed wholly out of the Sy- 
nod,and be ſet to the Bar to antwer as guiity of Schiſmae, and as 


- Parties againſt the Remonltrarts in this buſineſs ; and hence are 


theſe ſentencet uf the Britain and of the other Divines which are 
cited by the Author, But the thing debired by theſe who cxcep- 
ted againlt the Ccmmiſstoners, was not that thcy ſhould be remo- 
ved wholly from the Aﬀembly , or holden 8s guilty before tryall, 
but that their fitting in the Allembiy might be ſuſpended uncll it. 
were tryed whether they were guilty,yca or not,and therefore the 
Awhor1n citing and expounding thele ſentences as he doth, hath 
not onely done.wrong to the Proteſters , tut alſo to the*conſtant 
reccived Order of this Church inthe couſticution cf her a_— 
es 
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© blies, becauſe if theſe ſentences be'exponed not onely agtinſt the 
removing wholly out of the Aſſembly, but alſo «gainft the remo- 
widg of theuy for 4 time till they be tiyed,then have alt the Afsem- 
blies of this Church followed a wrong method, who did ordina- 
rily upo-exceptions proponed , remove ſutdry of. their tiumber, 
though rhey were not as yet convitti nor condemnart; and though 
they did faipend their ſentence about removing of them wholly, 
yet did they net ſulpend their ſentence about removing them for 
a time , untill the exception ſhould be tryed, this being the very 
way eſtabliſhed, and conftantly followed in al] the free and law- 
foll Aſſemblies of this K:rk, tor keeping ef her Aſsemblics pure. If 
the Author will not admit of the removing of any-till he be con- 
via, and will have thoſe Divines at Dor? ſoto be exponed, then 
tet him tell us how he will reconcile thew and eurChurch in thjs 
particular; But it is caſt: by the anſwer which we have given , ſo 
codo ; yes, it is manifeſt from the whole ſcope of the bufinels at 
Dort,that theſe Duvines ſpeak in order to a total [removyall, which 
was never delired by the Protelters in reference to the Cominilsi- 
oners. But let us turn the Schene a little , and ſuppoſe that the 
Belgick Charches had choſen and ſent to the Synod of Dor the 
R-monſtrants as their Commilsjoners,and'that the Anti-Remon- 
firzits hid been cited before the Synod , and had proponed as an 
exception againſt the R-monſtrants ſitting in the Synod, that the 
were iinder a {candall of errencous and corrupt doftrine , whie 
they did offer inftanily to prove by comparing their Dottrine 
with the Dodtrine of the Be/gick and Reformed Churches in their 
Confefsions und Catechiſmes , and thereupon dcfired that thry 
might beremoved' from ſitting as Members in th: Synod, untill 
this exception were tryed: Dothrthe Author thiok that the reſt 
of t he Synod, would or could in reaſon have refuſed to grant this 
defires From ail theſethiags I hope it doth appear , that not- 
withftandng of woy: thing antweredty the Author, it is arelevant - 
exceprioit #g44lt the freedome 24 rtizht conſtitution of the AC 
ſemblythat they did before trying of the Commiſsioners procee- 
dings a4tnit then to ſit as Members of the Aſsembly , no: with- 
- anding of the exception of {candall upon thewn turreouſly pro- 
poned xnd offered” to be'inftrofted. As for that which the Ao- 
thor ſaith of the Proteft-rs ſuffering Mr. And/cw Cant with good 
liking of all of then to far as could be percetved,to put Mr. Robert 
Blair 
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Blair and Mr. Wiliam — the Liſt to he Moderator + and 
thor ſundry of them gave their vote to Mr. Robert Blair to be 
Moderator, let be to fit as an ordinary Member of the Aisemo y3 
I anſwer, There were many of the Prutelters who had no place to 
{peak in making of the Lilt,as not being Members of the Mecting, 
and I believe, that thee did give no token either of their good or 
ill liking of whai Mr. Andrew Cant did in that particular: Theſe 
who voted, though they wou!d not refulc to vote in theeletion 
of a Modcratorgas they did afterwards for ſome ti:ne in other par- 
ticuiars,not yet deſpaiting of ſome reaſonable fat1sfakion to their 
delire of 3djourning the Aﬀembly, ad that they votcd to Mr. Rob, 
Blair,is one of the molt pions,p: udent,& peaceabie of that way, 
th r- being noneelfe upon the Liſt, yet did they vote with 4 Prote- 
ſtacion ;and though thy had made no Proteltation,the molt that it 
would prove, were this, that from loathnefle to be heard , and 
hopes of (attsfaRtion in a peaccable way, they went further with 
the Aſſ-mbiy , then adhering (triftly to their right they ſhould 
have done, and( I believe ) a paſsionate deſire of peace did aiſo 
move Mr. Andrew ( ant to put theſe men upon the Liii, though 
aficrwards when it could not be obtained wirhout prejudice to 
the truth, he ſaw good cauſe to Protcfk againſt the Allemtly,as not 
free,and as unlawfull. 


V-INUDICAaATIOWN 


S$ for the particulars contained in the Writers large preſe- 
cution of this Argument, we ſhall not weed 10 inſiſt much p= 
on them , noy yet will we follow him in AnſWers to his Objettons, 
evely ſomwhat briefly to /ome particulars; and firſt what is allead- 
ged from the Aﬀſembly 1562,80,81.Firſt it had been good the Wri- 
rer bad ſet down the very Atts, related wn their full and formar 
werds,that we might have ſeen , ( for every one of 191 are no; keep= 
ers of the Regiſter s,ner have Copies of them beſide 9) whether they 
mean: d all perſons againſt Whom any ſcandal was alleadged, ſhould 
be removedeven before the Aſſ: mbly be corſtitute into a fudicas 
tory, which was the ching pretended by the Proteſters, and becanſe 
m0; dove, was the gronnd of the quarrell; for we [06 nor rhes by 
thing thai uu brought here. $ econdly , we ſuppeſe it contd not be 
the minac of theſe /ifſemblics thar allcadgeance of [Candals againſs 


AA perſons, 
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perſons, ſhould be a cauſe to remove them from ſitting in that Aſ- 
[embly as 'jembers altogerher, unleſſe the [gandall were clear and 
wnqueſtionable , for the point de jure, and/o their appointment 
comes not home to our preſent caſe, Next, for the ground; brought 
to yrove that the Commiſſioners were under ſcaniall of defett:on; 
fi-/t we grant that hed: ing cf a C0123 08 report may be a ground of 
enquiry concerning a matter of /candall, but this Was not refuſed 
about the pre ſent ca/e in queſtions Secondly, eAs for tht cited 
fro m the 1.,Ccr.5,1. that proceeding orderea there,was an order to 

reſent cenjmre; loWwemauy ſee that the Brother that writeth this, 
i5 af that minde, th it the Commiſſioners pon that common report 
Þ c he all:augerh to have been paſſing upen them , ould have 
bren Without more ado ſentenced to cenſure, Good Sir, bold your 
hand, for my part [ cant wonder enough that he ſhould have al- 
leadge: from the Apoſtles Words ſo generally without any quali fi- 
Cation, that common report may be a ground of preſent ſentence a- 
gainſt zer{ens,ashe deth here certainly this onght t9 have been wel 
qualfi-d ani lumired, 0rberwayes CY wiae aAoor is opened to injuſtice 
and undoing the innocent and guiltle(s men,fer,cannet one or rws, 
or /ome few ul! tongurs ſpread an ull report of ver y honeſt men, and 
how eafly ſhall that reporr become common , if that of the Poet be 
Irueas it is m:ſt certainly, 
Faina waium quo nun al'ud velocius ullum, 
Mobilitate viget,v reſq ie 2: quirit eutidos 
Therefore a common report that may br ground of (o ſhort and 
ſumm ry proceeding, muſt be /uch as ſt (t 15 of a marter that in 
point de jure is clear and mnquſt onably a ſcandall, Secondly, 

For the fat 111 4A Manner ui verſall, uncontrolled either by the 

party, or any that hath beſt and neareſt notice of his alliong, 
both Were in that matter of the Corint'iin the matter Was 
in jure clearly a hain-us cryme, [nCeſt, viz, having his fa 

thers wife, and for the fatt , the Repart that had come 10 
Paul Was ſuch as We have ſa:d,omnino anditur, ar the Arib inteys 

preter marked by Beza hath it,paſuim & in tora achaing and anther 

Snterpreter on the [ame place in Marlorat- q.d. Sine negatione fine 

tergiverſatione non d11 »ius eſt rumor ted res ma.:ifeſta, paſs'm cum 

magno ofkndicu'o publicata. 1» the preſent ca e un hand, both con- 
ditions were Wanting , the matter was net clear de jure in rhe 
main queſtion of it; its repors Was net (0 commen 47 the contravi- 
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ion thereof. 3. the offence and ſtumbling of the godly at the Pro- 
ceedrrg of the Commiſsioners might bave been, ard was indeea not 
given by theſe Proceedings of themſelves, but cauſed ard born up- 
on them by the informati-n, and miſ-repreſent ation of them, by 
ſome of the ſame perſons who are the alleadgers and accuſers, and 
will be made gooa before any impirtiall jradge inihe world, by a 
right information and diſcovery ef the Pre ceedings th:mſeives, and 
of the pratliſings of the accuſers againſt them,ana therefore thucan 
be no argument of theCommiſciones being under [candal, 4.There 
Were more teſtimonies by very far fromPres byteries andSynors for 
them 11en ag air ſt them, and theſe teſtimories given againſt thems 
were really andin themſelvs ſcardals,tending moſt evidently to the 
expoſing of the Kingdom and Cauſe to the paWver of the invaders, 
whereof the invaders themſelves Were very ſenſible, and for that 
cau'e were [ome of the teſtimonies ſooner put in their hands then 
communicate tothe Commuſsioners, and they tn tharkfnlneſſe was 
very carefull to cauſe Print them, The third particular is 4 
poor mans argument, the beggirg of the very principal Queſtion, 
ard this very begged 2 neſtion 15 the onely main ſum of this whole 
Pajer reprated over and over Again , this the eAſembly 
Was totry andexamine, and till ir was try'd, 4 14)-ſay was good 
evough arſ®cy to thu Affirmative, 6, The Brethren who in the 
eAſirmbly ecffcred to prove the alleadgance , Were ſome of the 
ſame who haa been chief in ſpreading the teſtimonies, aud bearing 
the offence upon the godly, and hai defamed the Commiſsioners, 
and wore intereſſed ro have hail them noted as under ſcandall; 
its agaſi all equity that for the accuſation of ſuch they ſhould 
have bien reputed icanaalous, It Was a word of ? uſtice uttered by 
Hanan 9cher Wiſe wicked: Julian be Appoſtate, Quis innocens e{{f 
poterit {1 accuſare ſuthcat. | 


REVIEW. 


MeAuthor doth handſomely wave many things in theWr'ters 
Paper that arc of 1mportance, end Ithink his Readers will 

do him no wing to take for granted in that Paper , wha: he dorh 
not anſwer nor contradict ; What is there ſet down cleatly 204 at 
large by the writer out of the Acts of theGrn,Afiembly,he turns off 
with a fe\y words. 1. He tel]s us it had bern good that the wri- 
A a2 ter 
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ter had ſet down the very ARXs which are cited ja thei: full an 
formall words (vecaule every one are not Keepers of the Regilters, 
nor have not Coppies of thein beſide them ) that it might have 
beea ſeen whether they mean that all perſons againſt whom any 
ſcandall is alleadged, ſhould be removed even b-fore the Aﬀſem= 
bly be Conſtitute 1nto a Judicatory: To which I Reply,that theſe 
Acts even in the full and ftormall words thcreot were « ffered unto 
him & others at the Mecting at S. AzdreWs under the Clerks hand, 
andthey would not do ſo much as daigne themſelves to hear them, 
or to read them , or to collation them with the Principle Regiſters 
which they then had in their power, but are now dclivered juto 
the hands of the Englith, or diſperſed, I k1ow rot whether. But 
are not the citations for the matter clear ani home to the poirt? If 
the Author think there 1s wrong done in any of them ; I believe if 
he will call to the Clerk of the Aﬀembly , he way yet find the 
means to get him the double of the very words of the Ads afſerted 
und: r his han; It is true that every one is not a keeper of the Re- 
giſters, .nor hath Copies of them beſides us: But ſhall they not 
therefore be truſted who are keepers of them! ? or have Copics; It 
had been b-like good for ihe Church of Scorland, that the Author 
& ſome others who have been lo aRively intirumentai for thePub- 
lick Reſolutions had been keepers of thcR-giiters, or had had Co- 
pics cf them beſide them , then haply knownng thele things wore 
perfeAly they ſhould not have walked lo crofle therto in their late 
Proceedings, nor have queltioned them when they are cited. Itis 
certainly a thing bleme worthy in not a few Minilters of the Kirk 
of Scotland, that they are too great ſtrangeis to the Ads of Al- 
ſ{emblics of the Kirk, which is a fault ſo much th: grcater,becauſe 
there was no lack of opportunities theſe 14+ years to have acquain- 
ted themſclves therewith, and to have had Copics of them beſides 
them: The Acts are vailed with no ſuch miſt as theA:1thor would 
caſt upon them, either in the firſt particular which he wentjons, 
whether they mcan all perſons againſt whom ar.y (caiidall is al- 
icadged ſhould ve rcmoved even before theAfſ-mbly be conſtitute; 
or inthe {.cond, that it cannot be meaned by them that all adg- 
ance cf ſcandals ag4in't perſons ſhould be cauic to rcinove, unlefle 
the ſcandall were clear and unqueſtionable, for the point ae jure, 
they ſpeak clear & home,that at the entry of every Aſſemly: heir 
Grit work ſhal dc the trying aad purging of all thcir Me.:;bris,and 
men 
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men are appointed to be charged in Gois behalf to declare 
Conſcience touthing their Dogrine,life and execution of t hen OE 
ficers, if therein they be ſcandalous; and that avy to whole charge 
any thing is laid ought te be removed owt of the Aſſembly,nill this 
cauſe be tryed, and that if he be conyidt, he may have no voice 
uncill the Kirk receive ſatisfation. Here is no diltinion of qug- 
ftionable hypotheſis, nor allowanceto him to ſit befor? the tryall 
of hjs cauſe, but when any other of the Commiſſioners to the Als 
ſembly charges him with any thing, ia his Dodriae, life, or exe- 
Cution of his Ottice, hc js to be removed till it be tryed: But ſaith 
the Author, it is cot clear that this is to be done before the Aﬀc m» 
bly be conſtitute into a Judicatory, which was the thing pretends 
ed by the Proteſters, and becauſe not done, was the caule of this 
quarrell. This is clear that they are tobe removed immetiat. y af* 
ter they are charged with avy thing, untill they be tryed, which 
was the thing refuſed by the Aﬀembly ) and therefore 1t the ob- 
jeQivn be moved before the conſtitution , they are to remove be= 
fore the conſtitution ofthe Aﬀembly. 2. It is clear that this is ap» 
pointed to be their firſt work, at the entry of every Aſſembly, and 
if avy would ſay, That the Aſſembly mult firlt enter by being con- 
ſitute, I give theſe two things for clearing, that it is meaned be- 
fore the conſtitution: Firſt, becauſe this AR and praftice' which. 
concerns the purging of th: Aﬀembly from ſcandallous perſons 
is previous in time to theActand practice of chooſing a Moderator, 
as will be obvious :o ary who looks upen the Record:: 2, Be- 
cauſe it hath beea the conftant practice ina'lthe Aſſembiics of 
this Kirk from the very ficit Reformation, to propone exceptions 
of ſcandalil, and to remove perſons upon proponiog therect, be 
fore the choice of a Moderator, as allo ovv:ous in the minuts als 
moſt of every Aﬀembly, and cannot but be knowa to ihe Author, 
and all ſuch as have veen frequenting our Aﬀewbiies, and obſer= 
ving the order thereof, and therefore the Author doth out ſeek out 
inventions to darken cicar and manitfelt truths: To the anſwer 
which be brings to the grounds of proot bropght by the Writer,as 


to the matter of ſcandall, I return thele rep! ye; That by granting 


that the hearing of a common report may 0< a ground of enquiry, 
if he den! candidly therein, according to the mcaniog of the viace 
cited by the Author, Dear. 3-14. It mult de of diligent enqui: yg 


tor (0 it 15 expreficd there, Ciapter 17» V+ 4 and 19+ 18. Which 
| | unports. 
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imports that it ſhov!d be an enquiry without delay , but this was 
refuſed about the pteicut caſe in quettion, and nu! wt hi:a::divg of 
£11S COINMOTN repo t, and « bjeting the {(cands)l thre f 1! the 
Aſemb!y, the enquiry was delayed unt Ii the Alemi ly was con» 
ſtitutc,and no more v3}1gence was vicd in ntheuifthere had worn 
no ſuch report at al; he coth injuly te the Writer, ty jabuuring 
to bezr upon him and vpon others, thai ke1s of thai win:de, ihat 
the Commiſſion upon that common report whi h he alleadges to 
haveieen paſſing vpen them, ſhould have beer without mote a= 
doe ſentenced to cenſure. The utmoli that the Weitcr all along 
hath pleaded in thi» hath been, that the Comn 4lioners ought to 
have been removed ti)l their carriage wele t:y:d;But two grounds 
he laycs to prove this to have becn the Writers minde: 1.Thai the 
Proceeding ordered, 1 Cor. 5.5. was norder to preſent cerſure, 
2, That healleadgcth the Apoitles words ſo general), without ay 
qualification, I ſhall not tiand upon the firft, but the Writer not 
being upon the handling of that point, what coinmon report, or 
how qualified, was nee-ifull to be a gronnd of fſcntence, but 
onely ſhewing that ſorretimes common report may be lo ; he 
thought it enough to cite the Apoſtles words without qual.fying of 
them, and if the Author will make this a ground of chailengc a- 
2rinſt the Writer, he may make it againit the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf, for he ſets down the words generally, without any ſuch qua- 
I fication, and the Writer doth not extend them to any other caſe 
then that of which the Apolile is treating:He only faich that com- 
mon report is made a ground of proccedir'g aga11:ſt the inceltuous 
Cormthian, without makivg ary application of it to the 
Commiſſions caſe', or ſaying that it ſhould alſo be a ground 
of proceedirg againſt them ; ifit be asked ro what purpoſe 
then it was Cited, the anſwer is very obvieus and clcar trom 
the whole drift of the Writers diſcourſe , which 15 to ſhew that 
the perſors obj<Red againſt, were under a ſ{candai}, and this he 
doth: 1. By ſhewing that theie was a heir-ſay avd commun re- 
port of it, upen which the Scriptures laycs ſo wuch weight, as 
ſometimes to make it a ground of tryall: As Dext.1z. Sometimes 
a ground of proceeding, as 1 Cor. 5. It is true thai the Scriptures 
doth not make cvery hear-ſoy ard common repo:t a ground to »C- 
compt men under a (candal), or to proceed again!: then , oth: r- 
wiſc honeſt men idced might be in an 11] condition, but the qua- 
lfication 
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lification of theſe things are to - FA from the circumſtances 
of the facts whereunto they are appiyed,and of theſe we have ſpo- 
ken in the fat of the Commiſſiorers, and rtheretore the Author in 
this particular doth but trouble h m((cif and others withv! t cauſe, 
yet inuſt [iay,that though for ary thing 1 know or can becollected 
tiom thewricers woids,the urn oft that he pleadsfor beiug a delay 
of their adwifſion to be members of che Aflembly, .which cculd 
not ve accom pted a ſentence againlt them, more then apanli o= 
thers, who were Jclayed upon exceptions to be admitred,chat his 
mcaning was not, That the common report that paſt upo1 the 
Commutio:'ers, was (uthCient to be a ground of preſcnr tentence 
2gainſt them, yet whea the Author hath itreached himſelfto 
the utiroſt, h- ha. h roven no good advocate for the Cummflio- 
ners to exeem them from preſeiit cenfures: He tels us thar a coins 
mon report that may be « ground of {o ſhort ani lummary pre- 
cecding, uſt be ſuch as tirit is of a matter that in point de jure 
is cleary and unqueſtivnably a ſcandall. 2. For the faRt in a 
manner uaiyerlal:y uacontrolled , either by the purty , or 
any that harh belt or neareſt norice of his aRious ; 10 the pre ſene 
caſe ( faith he) both theſe catt's were wanting , the tnarter was 
not clear de j#re 10 the mai: queition of it , its report was nat fo 
cominon as the contradito:: of it; But I tay,the matter was clear 
de jure in the main queltion of it f{eterinined verbatim in former 
Aqs of Atlcemblics 5 and the fact was notat all conrraverrted or 
con:trolled by ary,bur taken with buth by the party , and known 
and acknowledged by thofe that hai bett and neareſt notice »f 
their ations: Toe qual ty of the fat might be co:1:roverte?, whe- 
ther right or wrong, which 15 4 point belonging to the jwcot it, but 
the fact it ſelf was not contradicted, either by the Commiſſioners, 
or any other,and h's omnine auditur,; \nd paſsim & in tota achaia 
ec, anl res mamfeſta paſsim cum magne offendiculo pnbiicats, 
as :0 the matter of tat was true of that which the Cou:mmſhorerg 
ha i dune;the offence and ſtumbling of the go9ly was not cauteleſs 
& born upon them by the m1ſ-i formation 21d mil-repreſentation 
of th:Commiſſi »1crs; rocecdiogs,by fome of i he ſaine perſor#who 
are the allcadgers; ihe Author there doth 2 double wrong to the 
godly inScotland:1 .That he makes them :o have liumbied without 
a cauſe, whereas thr was very reali cautes of ftuinbling g'ven 


unto them, both 1n regard of that which was done, and tor . he 
ES manucr 
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maner of doing. That wh Al done was , employing of 
the whole Budy of the Land premilcuoufly ( a very few 
pcrſuns being excepted ) amongſt whom were many Malig- 
naat ani diſ-sf:ted men, who had been formerly exclu- 
ded, and with whom the Lords people inthe Land had lear- 
ped from the Ward of God , and from the conttant tenour of the 
dodrine of all the farthfull Min ſters of this Church, to keep a di- 
ſtance as toiwployi-'g them in the defence of the Cauſe andKinge 
dom ; As this was a main occai'on of contriving the Leegue and 
Covenant, fo 1s there a ſpeciail Aiticle therein relating thereto; 
the breach wher-of was one of the ſpeciall and main (ns contc 
in the Sojei:in ac k1owledgrent of 11n+,and the contrary duty,one 
of the main ihings ro which we engage our {clvs 1D our folempEa» 
gageinent. I: 15 true,that theCommilſs:on having done this, & find- 
ng many to tumble, did afterwards finde out ſome evaſions aid 
diltindtions ro ſave their own credit ; but the contradiftion be- 
tween their reſolutions and former principles & proceedings, was 
prima fronte fo palpable and obvious, that men of #ll ſorts, both 
w<ll- aft-Red and ill-affteed,' did fee it ſo, as the one did re Joyce, 
and the other mourn ; the Godly did not more ſtumble then the 
Malignant and preophane were glad, and both the one and the 
other as co the generality otthem, did then, and doat this day a- 
gree in this, That the publick Reſolutions are not agrecable to tor- 
mer principles and proceedivgs» There was cauſe ot ſtumbling 
given alſo to the Godly in regard of the Com 1fſioners their ma- 
ner of proceeding, becauſe a Quorum very few moe of the Com» 
miſlian did lay the foundation of theſe rciolutions,not only with- 
out thereft of their number , but alſo without aiivertiſing a 
great many of them: And ſo mary being abſent and not adverti- 


ſed , thcy did 10 a dey or two determine that moſt grave caſe, 


which had often before that time been determined in the -nega= 
tive,and ſent abroad the'r Determinations to Pregbyrerics , requi- 
ring obedicnce,and upon men's offcriog the grounds of their dil- ſa- 
tisfacion,and profeizing their adherence thereto, nil] ſatisfaction 
ſhovld be g veng9144 ifſuc tuch Warn ngs and ARts as we have for- 
merly fpoken of. I appeal rh: Author huniteif, whether at the 
time-of the giving of the Anſwer to the Quare, it was nut known 
tothe Commiſsion , tha: many godly ane fahfull Miniſters and 
Prefcflors in the Land, were averſe from employing theſe men in 

the 
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the Army, and had great ſcruples above it; and that many Mem- 
bers of ctheCommillion, who were not to be deſpiſcd,had ofcen pro 
feſt. their diſlike of it ; albert the matter had been lawful, ſurely 
there was great precipitancy and rai{hnefs in the firſt Reſotution, 
which is acknowledged by ſober men, even of the ſame judgment 
bur ſuch was the zeal and forwardneſs of the Court, and of ſome 
Pa:liament men on the one haud, and the readineſs of ſundry of the 
Commiſlio:1(who had before that time declared themſelves for that 
way) on the other hand to hearken unto them, and the faintneſs of 
any that were preſent to oppoie it, that hold was taken of the op- 
portunity to do :t quovu mede, whereby real offence was given t9 


| the godly in the Land;Ss quid imperiuna levitate,aut laſcivia,ant 


gemert;ate non ordine nec [uo loco facias quo imperiti imbecillesg, 
offendantur, [candalum abs tc datum dicetur, quoniam tua cnipe 
fattum fuit ; ut ej#/mod; offenſio ſuſcicaretur, ac omnins [canda- 
lum inre aliqua datum dicitur cujns culpa ab Autore res ipſnts 
profetta eſt : are the words of a great Divine, ſpeaking of ſcandals 
very applica--le to chis caſe. Next he doth a wrong in making them 
ſo ignorant, {imple and facile as in theſe things to be led away, with 
the miſ-repreſentations and miſ informations of others : Many of 
the molt judicious decerningChriſtians in the Land were ſtumbled at 
the Com nillions proceedings,upon the firſt hearing of them ; & be- 
fore the Proteſters did make either right or wrong Repreſer:tations 
of them * I will not ſay bur they were confirmed in the diflike of 


| thele proceedings, by conference with the Proteſters & other Mini- 


ſers of chat judgment,as they alſo were m:1tual'y edified and confir- 
med by chem, bur that all the ſtumbling and diſlike did ariſe from 
the ſug 'eltions and practitings of ſome or all of che ſame perſons, 
whom che Author cal's che Alleadgers ad Accuſers, 1s not true : 
yea, | dare (ay, that albeir all che Proteſters, and all che Miniſters in 
Scerlana had been of one mind with the Commiſſion in the matter 
the P:1blick Reſolur:ons. yet many of the godly in Scor/ :nd would 
have ſtumb ed thereat : It would have bren in this caſe as in the bu+ 
ſine's of the Treaty, wh2rwith inany of the godly n Scorland were 
diſſatisfied, notwithſtanding chat chere ſeem-d ro be a harmony and 
conſent amongſt the Miniſtry there anent. That chere were more 
Teſtimonies for the Commullioners from Presbereries and Synods 
then were againſt them is no great wonder ; multirndes commonly 


inclining to the worſt hde in che _—_ rentation, and they —_ 
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bur few'who keep their rn—— : yet did not the ſtrengeh of 
che Teſtimonies upon the one hand or on che orher iy 109 che nuny- 
ber of the Witneſses, bur apon the truth and cicarnefſs:.of cher Evi= 
deace : 'what was teſtified by the oppoſers of the Commullion way 
confirmed by clear Evidence from: the conſtant D->@rrine of this 
Church grounded npon the Word of God, and ſet down'in the Co- 
venaut and Solemn Acknowledgmeat of Sins, and Engagement to 
Duties, and Publick Warnigs, Declarations, R-monſtrances, 8&6. 
but not ſo@' mach: as 2-cittle of theſe for Evidence on the other tide. 
It is acknowledged by the Aurhor hunſeif, That che Pubhck Reto- 
lations was a caſe not formerly determined by any Pubiick } ud ;e« 
ment:f chs K: k, and if fo chere could noev dence be orowhr 
from che Doctrine of chis Church for clearing and conarming of 
thelc Reſolutions. The: Auch vr 1s pleated ro call che T-{t monies 
given agar itt che Publick Retolucions, reaily ard -n thimiclves 
Scandals, terding moſt evidently :© che exo0!ing of the Ki .gdom 
and of rhe Cauie ro the po wer of the Invailers; He was vleafed a 
little avove co call chi m Slanders, 3nd to all the godly in Scorland 
who ſpeak againſt cheſe Re1olurions are upon his accompt 
$landererss Bur cheſe Tilt nomes, wire necher Sanders , 
nor Scandals, they did contzn r ul Truchs, and we e Duties 10 
which the givers of ch-m were obliged mn 2 vae\ifl-d ng time for de- 
livering of cheir own ſouls, and pr: fer - ting the Cauic ot Go1 from 
being overborn witha ſpare of defection;aud chough in many things 
they acknowledge rhemſelves ro be amongſt ch- ot tinful, yr in 
this rhey were ſo far from expoſing of the Kingdom & Cauſe rothe 
power of the Invaders, that they hold ehemle: ves bound to blcſs 
the Lord while they live who .:ave chem mercy to be kept free from 
thar carnal ſinfai cour'e thit did provoke the Lord to give fo great 
4 ſtroak to the Kingdom and the Cauie, in thoſe dreadful Rods 
wherewith he hath ſmitten us ſince thete Reſolutions. Whay was 
the ſenſe that the Invaders chemſelves had of th s, 1 do not well 
know, but this ir* like enough they rejoyced in oor Diviſions + 
But it was not the oppoſing of the Publick Refolntwns wherein 
chey did direHly rejoyee : Nothing from ns-ward would have 
been matter of fo great terror to them , as to have feen us unani- 
mousin ſeparartng from. and oppoſing of all Malignant Intercſts : 
As it was upon the other hand, the matter of rheir confidence and 
Joy, that their former quarrel ſeemed to be juſtified by the Pub- 
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lick Reſolutions, which did fo much irengthen and promove Ma- 
lignaot Incerelts, if we may belecye thew own Expretlions and 
Lexcers, wntzen from ſome of rhe Chief of them to-the Higher Po- 
wers.in Eug/and, He tels us, That for chat cauſe ſome of ghe Te- 
ftimonies were ſooner pur inco their hands, then communicated to 
the Commuilsioners ; and they ww thankfulneſs were very thank- 
ful, to cauſe print them. This is a crimination of no ſmal 
conſequence to the Name and Fame of theſe of whom the Aurhor 
ſpeaks ; and therfore af be had dealc.candidly and ſpoken-truch up- 
en per{waſiona and evidence, be ſhould have told us of what Te- 
imonies he meaned, and who it was that put them jnto their 
haads,thar theſe men might have been noced & known. I doubr not 
bur if be could have done.ut,he would have daue &«, ſeeing he ſpares 
not £0 pat Imputatians upon men by Name and Sinname, when he 
conceives himlelf ro/have avy ground for it, and that it will bring 
any advantage to his.cauſc. But whileſthe would fain-render ſome 
of the oppoſcrs af the Publick Reſolutions, odious,and yer hath not 
round upon which he can contidently do. 3 He jpeaks fo indefi- 
nivly ſoene of the Teltimantes were pur &c- neigher cellingius what 
Teitwmanies,vor by whom they were puciathear hands, that if he 
bechallenged forit, he may have a ſb:ft £o.make bis retreit. But 
I doubt that-rhis way .of detaming his neighbors will þe found 
ſtraighc before God. If I may conjecture of what Teftimomes he 
ſpeaks, it ſeems to be the Letrer of the Presbytery of Szcxling , for 
that, 10 far as I know,was the only Teſtimony printed by che Eng- 
ſo ; and if he mean of that, he ſpeaks untruly, whes be ith, that 
it was ſooner PUT ifto their hands, then ſcoruntotche Commillioe 
Bers 3 1 can confidently allure him, .and allathers, that it was 
ſear unto the Commullioners, before any copy of it was garcn, ar 
{ent to any whe-were not Members of the Presbygery ; and 1 can 
as confidently ſay, That none of theſe had any hand diretly or in- 
direQly in.conmeying that Lietrerity the Eng/th : The many among 
them who was moſt ſlandered hath given,me warrant golay, (and 
Liruſt chat he will abide by ic) That þ»s conſcience doth bear him 
xecord, that he was inocent af that, a5 of all things of chat kind ; 
and that to this day he knows not how that Letter was put into 
their hands, unleſs it was by occaſion of intercepting the Copie 
thereof by che Eng/sſh, with Mr. And-ew Ker the Clerk of the 
Commiliiann ; his Servant —— ſeat over the Water to ſome 
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of his friends unto Edinburgh from Perth immediately after that 
Meeting of the Commillion, to which the Letter of the Presbytery | 


of Sterling was ſent. That the Eng/:/þ did print theſe Teſtimo- 
nies is no great wonder : It is very like that they would print any 
thing that did hold forth our defeftion, and owning of the Malig- 
nant Intereſt. The Third Particular is in the Authors Judgment, 
a poor mans Argument : But poor men, through mercy, oft-times 
obtains more ſollid diſcoveries of DivineTruths in a diy of tentari- 
on, then the Learned and the Rich do 7 Neither is it yet a begging 
of the principal Queſtion, becauſe what was off:rred in this, was 
offcred to be inſtructed our of theRegiſters;and rhey who made the 
offer were Members of the Aflembly, who in conſcience and duty, 
and by the Acts of the Aſſembly which relace to the Conſtitution 
thereof (as we have already ſhown) were bound to declare their 
conſcience, touching others who were called to be Conſtituent 
Members thereof in their Dotrine, Life and execution of their Of- 
fice ; and for the point of that Intereſt it is the ſame ching that was 
objected by the Remonſtrants againit the Anti-remonſtrants at che 


Synod of Dort ; and by the Prelats in their Declinator 1638. To 


which we return no other Anſwer, but that of the Brittane Di- 
vines at Dort, Veritas communs Eccleſic Theſanrus eft, nec ps- 
teſt ullo patto fieri peculium, ſingularum perſonarum, Des & 
Eccleſia Publica cauſa eſt non ſua cnjuſg, que in Synedi agitur, 
In the cloſe of this diſcourſe, as all along, he ſpeaks of theſe who 
moved this Exception, as of the Commillioners Accuſers, and cites 
that of Julian, Si accuſ/aſſe [uſſiciat quis inocens erit, But that 
they weee not Accuſers, neither yet to be called ſo, I have already 
ſhewed. Why ſhould they be eſteemed, or called Accuſers more 
then others, propounding Exceptions againſt Conſtituent Members 
of the Aﬀſembly ? neither was it ever deſired that the propounding 
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of the Exception ſhould be taken for a verification of it ; or to 


ſpeak in the Authors lauguage, That che acculing of them ſhould 
be the holding of them for guilty ; but only chat the Commilſſſio- 
ners ſhould be removed from ſitting as Members in the Aſſembly, 
till the Exception were tried ; and therfore that of 7154» can have 


no place in this caſe. 
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VINDICATION. 


T7; i alleadged by the writer ,T hat the ſame Aſſembly at St. An- 
drews #pos the like exception and objettion, others Were re- 
movedfrom ſitting as Members, as Blacketer and others, becauſe 
the [canaal of their acceſſion to the wnlaWful Engagement was not 
ſufficiently purged, &c. and he would bave any man in the world 
give 4 realow Why theſe were exiluded, and not others , againſt 
whom were as relevant, yea more revelant exception, Anſwer. I 
think any mas in the world that hath common [enſe ——_ of 
both Caſes may give a reaſon , and may perceive that the writer 
hath been raſh when he bath Wrote theſe Words apon the like Ex- 
ception and 3s relevant,yea more relevant Exception: For Blacketer 
and others: 1, T heir /candal was cleer in the Law, 2, They had 
been convitted of the fat. yea, 3. They had been atlually cenjured, 
and were yet lying under the Cenſure, 4. A part of their cenſure 


' Was excluſion from being members of Kirk 7 uaicatories. 5.T here 


Was one expreſſe Att of a Gen. Aſſembly, That they ſhould not be 
liberat from that cenſure,nor be Capable to be members of any in» 
feriar Kirk: Tudicature until their ſarufaltion ſhruld be firſt ne- 
t5fied unto, ard approv'n by a Gen, Aſſembly. NoW ler any man in 
the Worid tell me if the exception againſt the one andthe other Was 
alike, or if there was more relevancy in the exception againſt the 
Commiſſioners, then in the exceprion againſt theſe for their Ex- 
cluſion from being Members: che matter of Exception might 
haply ihr Fore in abſtracts,) be of greater importance, but 
We /peak noW of the exception in relation to Perſons and Circum- 
ſtances as it is to have effett or not, to have effeft upon the Fudge 
fer Cenſuring and Noting, or not Cen(uring and Ietilly the 
Perſons. 


REVIEW. 


He Author in Anſwering the Inſtance concerning B/acketer, 
ſeems to himſelf to have gorten a great advantage of the 
Writer his raſhneſs ; but chough his advantage were as great as 
he takes it to be, in that particular, it would not better his Cauſe, 
becauſe multitudes of Inſtances can be. given from time to crune " 
rac 
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the Gen. Aſſembly of this Church, of removing perſons upon ex- 
cep'ions of icandal before any convictign.of. the Fat, or cenſure 
for the ſame;yeazin the ſame Aſſcmbly 1651 ſeverai pe: ſors were 
laid aſide upon exceptions before any legal convihon or ſentence 
paſt upon the FaRt,as che Comnaſhovers of ſome Presbyreries,w ho 
were proteſted agaipſt becauſe of oppoling publick Reiolutiors ; 
Aud the Commilloners of the presbytery of Dazfc, whole Caſe 
was not cleer in Law, neither yet legally found truc as to the mat- 
ter of FaR But let us ſec what ur is that he bath gained in the In- 
ſtance conce: ning Blak; ter, It is agrecd On al bands, That Blaketer 
vpan Þ:0poging of one Exception #gainſt him, was removed : the 
matter then is, To give a Reaſan why he was.excluded, and be 
Commiſſioners admitted notwwhitanding of «exccprions propoacd 
210 againſt chem. The Wrizer {atth, No man in the world can 
give 3 Reaſon of it, ſeeing the exceptions on the one hand were as. 
relevant ( if not more relevant) then the ather.. This the Awbor 
oppoſes, That they were not fo relevant: and he brings 5. Diffe- 
rences for proving of it, which may be all reduced to-thefe Two, 
x That the ſcandal of rhe one Caſe was cheer in Law, bur fo was 
net the other. 2 That for matter ef FaR, there was Conviction, 
and Cenſureput apen it; but to.paſs that the Aſſembly did not give 
any the leaſt iwtamation or bint char tm excluding the one, and ad- 
mitting the other, they found theſe Difteronces of which the Au- 
thor{peaks. I Anſwer, The ſcandal of the Commiſſioners Caſe 
wes allo cleer in Law , unkſs we will deny chat che ſame Laws 
which.conderaned conjundtion w:th, and in gploying .of Malignants 
forthe :time-paſt, do alſo condemn them for the time to come, 
Temnpera way antar, Ot nos mutammwr in ults.; But lutics come 
manded:by God, and Covenanted by us ; and Sins prohibited by 
God, and engaged againſt by us, arc che dame un the yeer 1448, 
and in the ycer 1651. As to the watter of FaQl, if Blakrrev was 
before that time particularly convicted and cenſured, this is indeed 
eatens, a difference berwixt theoge Cale and the other : bur the 
Author hath alleadged that, without bringing any<vidence of the 
trech. of it, and 4 belcivert:hall be hard for bm ro doe. | Sogie 
whoare Members of that Prexbby rery, whom | have eaquined co- 
ee rning thisbeſfinefie, do profeſs, That chey do ner remember of a- 
py $6:mnalcenfare paſt upor him for his fmberebin mg.thebard 11648, 
ne.cher dad che Addembly ag:St. dndreWs at the time of che propo- 
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ning of that Exception; give any ine mition that they did remave 
him, becauſe hc had bren alrea :y conv ed and cenſured for that 
Fat: Bat the Exception being.relevant in Law, and the Fact 25 to 
his purt:cular concernme"t rheremn being alleadged by one of the 
M-ecting, the Aflembly did lay him afide until it ſhould be trycd, 
wihoud f..rther eaqu:ring of che buſineſs at that time. 


ViI nnDICAT IO Ne 


"E [aid we World not folleW the ſeveral Objett ions wheres 
with rhe Writer me'ts, nor need we ; only there w [omes> 
thimg in the Anſwer to the Fourrh Ob ettron, wherets 

we ſhall [peak a Ward; [t bes-'g Objctted by che W-1ter himſelf, 
8 [one 01her ('t matters not by whim) That ib: Exception could 
wor be takerrinre conſider arron wii the fad catory was fir ſt cone 
fertmread, ant a ' edrr.itor choſen, and that therefore it ws nog 
ag ainſt rhe free 1om of the Aſſembly, char th-y ati refuſe 10 fall 
wp0n it before that was done: He Replies (0, a: he would [ren ov 
faften (anary poomes of sniquiry up,n he »A\cmblirs carriages 
rhu matter ; if jeaith he, the A\ſembly bud immediatly upon the 
ehniing of che Moterarer fallen por the tryal of that excepr ion, 
and r. moved thee cacepred aganiſt, it Wrnld net have loored, 
though ir might have leſſened rhe fremgth of the Argument but 
gon after that they were allowed ro ſit ar M-mbers, and to be 
Fndges tn every thing elje,many days together, before the fudge 
ing of chat Exception : nay, which u more, b+fore their proces= 
Arng s were approven, they (ate as fuilges tro give vere and [ene 
fence wpon the very E xceprion proponed aga nſt themſelves, the 
fame being one of the principal reaſons of the Pror:ſtation Wnsch 
were condemnca before theſe preocedings Were approven: yet rhat 
world not, /aith he loo/ed the difficulty, b: cauie the thing deſpred 
Was wor the trial and av/cnſſi-g of the exception miſtantly befoye 
the chooſing of the Moderator, but that ( as it was done to orher 
Afember; exceprid ag «inſt ) ſo theſe ſhonld be laid aſide nnril the 
A(ſ-mbly wer e conftirmred and rake the [ame into Conſiderarion % 
T hu the Aſemb'y yeremprorily refuſed, and permitied them to 
vore which Was in effec ro reef the exception, either as not rele= 
vant, or as falſe berh wvich Were ab/nrd, the former Wonld bave 


been ts comradict clear tight of Reaſon: the latter had been to 
approve - 
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ſaid was no prejudice for their advantage in the matter of their 


| (200 | x 
approve the emer, 1 before th:ir tryal or hearing what was t0 
be [aid for verifying the except ton: Anſ Wer we ſlay not much upon 
the objetion, but eſpecially What u (4id here to render the procee- 
dings of the Aſſembly odious like in this matter .1.The Aſſemb.ins- 
wmediarly after the chuſing of the Moderator, aid fall upon the tryal 
of that exception, having [et apart 4 Comittee for that very pur- 
poſe to go about 1t With all diligence C& that the Com:ſſioner; did 
in the mean time fit & vote in the Aſſem.sn othey marters for /un= 

dry dayes, wasgbecanſe the Aſſembly could not adjourn and be tale 
all the time that that Comm: tee Was to be upon that buſineſs, and 
it had been the conſtant prattice of the preceeding Aſſemblies ſince 
38. to admit the preceeding Commiſſioners to ſit and vote in other 
matters during the tine that tweer proceedings Were under tryal 
and examination; yea, even When exception hath been made a- 
gainſt them as is evident in the Aſſembly 48. Seconily in that 
which is brought in as an abſurdity With 4 quol majus eſt, hat 
before their proceedings was allowed, the Compi, 11oners did fit as 
Zudges upon the very Objettion propencd againſt themſelves, it 
being the principal reaſon of the Proteſtation, thar comaineth & 
4 groſs Paralogiſm which can beguile none but ſuch as are tos 
fimple,and too Willing to be beguiled, ince tn judging the Proteſt a- 
tiow ( whereof a reaſon was the exception againſt the Comm!ſſio- 
ners ſitting in the Geu, Aſſembly before the tryal of their Procees 
dings, Tudgment WAS not given upon the truth or falſhood of the 
thing eontasned in it, whether the proceedings of the Commiſſio- 
mers Were right or Wrong, Contained in them 4 c0ur/e of d:fettion 
or not: but only, Whether the eAſ5embly nfs to remove the 
Commiſſioners When it Was allealged againſt them in the Waythat 
it was allcadged, and-before the alleadgance was tryed did any thin 
contrary to the duty and freedem of the Aﬀſcmbly, or if the 
Proteſters did wrong the Aſsembly in declyning it upon that 
ground , now for the Commiſſioners ſirting and voting as 
nages in thu matter , Was no irregularity, or elſe the Aſ> 
ſembly 48. alſo was irregular, Wherein as the Proteſters may 
Well remembcr the Comm: ſſioners voted as well as other Members 
upon the relevancy of the exception given in by the Parliament 4- 
gainſt them/elues ,' and the truth uw, Their voting in that matter 
of the Prozeſtation, being no other thing but that which we have 


pro- 
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Pootredingt for their alleadpance of ' rbelr carvyung on in. rhet 


| proceedings 4 conrſcof defe thion ar the r1me &f- in the manner that 


it was allcaaged, might have been found a non-relevan Fexceprion, 
for their removal from being members. before the tryal of their 
proceedings, and conſequently the refuſing to admit it as av E x- 
ception #0 that effeft a non-relevant. ground'of P roteſting againſt 
the Aſsembly, and yet haply afterwards rheir' proceeding s mi geht 
be judged to be ſuch indeed as they Were alleadged to be without 4- 
ny croſſing aud contradittion berween the one Alt and tie other, © 
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HE Author ſtudies in this place to take off ſome things al- 

T leadged by the Writer in order to the proceedings of the Aſ- 
ſembly,bnt let us fee how he doth it: I. It is yeelded that notwich- 
ſtanding of che Exception proponed-againſt theCommillioners,they 
were nor only admitted toſit and:Vore in the choice of a Modera- 
tor, bur alſo afterwards in every thing that came before the AM 
ſemb'y for many dayes together before the trying-of their procee- 
dings ; yea; that before that rryal rhey (are as Judges to give vote 
and ſentence vpon'the Proteſt ztion,/' one:Reaſon whereof (was the 
Aſsembilics refuſing to remove them, til the'Exceprion' proponed 
againſt them ſhould be diſcuſsed ; for the defence whereof hi: al- 
leadges, - 1 That the AGembly immediatly after the choice of the 
Moderator, did fall upon the tryal of that Exception : bur as that 
was not enough, becauſe by the: Acts of! the Afſembly' already ci- 
ted, and conttant practiſe of Alembhes in the matter of Excepti- 
ons ; Perſons cxcepted againſt, are-immediatly 'to be laid afide till 
the warter be tryed : So was it aWodefetiwein this, That during 
the time of the tryal, the Commiſſioners} did fit and Vote in the 
Afembly. 2 He ſaies, Thar che Aflembly could not adjourn and 
be idle all che 'time:thar the Commitree-was 40 be on thar buſineſs: 
but could'not the Afſemb'y haveſirten, andbe imployei: about bu= 
fineſs, uuleſs theſe who were Members of the Commiſſion did fic 
and vote in ſuch buſineſs as came before them ? were they Members 
fine quibus won ? '3, He alleadpes, That it had been the praQtſe of 
the preceding Aﬀemblies (ince-38-- Bur neither doth thar looſe the 
ditticulty, becauſe in none of 'rhieſe Afſemblies was there any Ex= 
ception proponed againſt che Tg , bor was there oa 
C c or 
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forit* Hein miliakes ia OR aocia the Aﬀembly-48, 25.we 
have alrcady clecred, and thereforc be muſt ſeck for another De- - 
feace- But in that which follows, he plaics the acurate Logician, 
and finds the: Writer ina grofs Mo which. he-chinks can 
beguile.noge;but.theſe, who are too fimpley and roo willing to be 
beguiled. ..I would not wilkngly be beguiled,yer 1 muſt profels my 
Felt ſo ſimple, cbat-when | have put 0n che Authors Spectacles, 
avd looked rhrow them as attentively as I can, I cannot diſcover 
the Paralogiſm gor the Sophiltry thereof, but to me it [till ſeems £0 
be a plain and convincing Argument. The Writer alleadges, That 
the Members of the Commt:lion:ſate as Judges to give | and 
Sentence upon the Exception proponed againſt themſelves before 
the-Aſembly did judge of their proceediugs;_ and he brings this 
for proof of his alleadgance, Thar before any Judgment given a= 
nent their proceedings, - they (ate as Judges upon the Prot ation, 
whercof the rejeting of! +hac Exception was-a ſpecial Reaſon. To 
this the 'Auchor Anſwers, Thatir is:a Paralogilm;becaulc the th-ng 
which was julged, was not the truth. or failhood of the thing coa- 
tained-in it; tO Wit, Whether the Commillioners-proceedings were 
right, or wrong z: + only whetber tho: Adcmbly refufing to re- 
move 'the Commitsi whenthis: Exception, was allcadged a- 
gain cher, in che way thay it was alleadged, and before the al- 
lexdgance was tryed,did any thing contrary tq the freedom and du- 
ey of che Adembly, or/if the Proteſters did. wrong the Afſembly - 
in deehning « upon that ground, Iſhall not now trouble my (elf ro 
proye that by judgipg of thatReaſon of the Protctation. they. did 
zudge of the preceedings,of che Commilioners right .or wrong, 
becaaſe this will, fall in afterwards, more direly in.the laſt Argu- 
ment; but taking what the Auchor grants, I Reafon thus, Who 
ſo judges of the relevabcy, or non-relevancy of one Exception in 
order to their own fieting, or not fiezing Judges of enc Exception 
28ainkt themſelves; But the Commiſgoners. before the approving 
of their/proceedings did judge of the relevancy, or &c. Ergo, the 
Firſt Propoſition is cleer, ns may br illuſtrated by Inſtances. I 
ſuppoſe the Author m.one aſſembly ſhould object againſt ſome men 
that they cangor ſit as Members till they be _=_ yi becaulc they 
are Papilts, or Mufderers, .or Adultexers; -which he offerech to in- 
ſtruc,and when the Aſſembly come$:to judge upon the point & ex- 
ception reſcvant 0s not relevant ta xemove theſe men, if os men 
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themſelves ſhould fit and Vote in ch qution;were noe this to ad» 
mit them to be Judges of one Exceprion proponed againſt chem- 


| ſelves. The Seco Propofitionis the Authors own vant, tor be= 


ſides other things ro that, purpoſe, he faich,The Cdmnitſnoners we= 
ring and Votitg as RR mn this matrer was nO'rregulatity;or clſe 
the Aſſerhbſy 48 was allo irregnlar, wherein the Proreiters may 

well cemember the Commiſsioners voted as well as other Members 
upon the relevancy of the Exception Dream by the Parliament a= 
gainſt rhemſelves: Well then, the Commiſsioners in the Afſems 
bly, 5.1. did Vote upon the relevancy of the Exception given'in a- 
?ainſt themſelves. ' If any would deny it, it is cafie' ro prove it 
thus, Who ſo were admirted to judge of the relevancy or non-re- 
levaney of the grotinds of the Proteſtation were admitted ro judge 
of. the relevancy or non-relevancy of that Exception, becauſe it 
was one of the wr name the Proteſtation : But the Mem- 
bers of the Commiſſion, &c. Ergo, The Anthor, or ſome others, 
wil haply think, What need all chis? ct is granted that it was ſo,and 
the ching chat is denied is, That they did nor fit as Judges to give 
ſenxence of the right or m_y of rheir own proceedmgs : Perhaps 
cre all be done, we ſhall alſo find them doing that, bur if ic be gran» 
ted, That they did judge of the relevancy of that Exception, all is 
granred that was alleadged by the Writer, co wit , That they ſate 
as Judges to give Vote and Sentence upon the very Exception pro- 
poned agauſt themiclves;and ſo he hath committed no Paralogiſm, 
but by ihe Authors own conceffion which he cannor get avoided : 


It is proved that the writer did all:adge which was not that ny 


did judge of the right or wrong contained in the exception(rho 

that alſo might have been alleadged )bue chat rhey did judge of the 
Exception proponed againſt chemiclves, before any judgment given 
by the Alſembly upon cheir proceedings; aid now its granted that 
they di1 judge of the relevancy thereof , as to their itting or not 
ſicring ; ind: was not this to be both Judge and Party ? who then 
is guilty of the Paralogiſm che Writer or the Author ? The Wri- 
ter ſaith,They were admitted to judge of rhe Exception proponed 
againſt chcmſclves; and this by the Authors grant hath a real cruth 
in it, becauſe they were admitted co judge the relevancy pr irre- 
levancy ofit as to their ſitting or norlitcing, (yea the Commillio- 
ners did oftner then once judge this before their proceedings were 


judged by the Aſkmbly. Fir , They judged it at the firſt proponi 
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and-rejeing thereof bythe. Allemoly befofe the choice of the Me- 
derator;, for none of them were then removed, neither was leſs 
weight laid upon what was ſpokea by them, as co the rejeing of 
thac Excepuon.chen;upon what was ſpokea by any other Member - 
of. che-Afſembly-who was nor. queſtioned. 2 They judged it in 
- judging of the Proteſtaion;at which time they (id approve of what 
the Aill:mbiy had formeriy done in rejecting of ir,aud did condemn 
the Propoſers of it,as doing.wrong to urge it;and to decline the Aſ- 
ſembly thereupon. , The Author faith , They were not adm:teed 
to.{it as ,) udges in-that Exceptiongbecauſc they did not Judg of rhe 
right, or wrong of the,thi:1gs contained therein ; and this is a non- 
ſequitur, becaule they were, adnuitted co judve of the relevancy 
thereof which did as welt concern them , the exception being pro- 
poned againſt chemſ-Ives, as the righe or wrong of che things con- 
tained cherein. Bur healledgerh, 1 Thar chis was no irregula- 
rity, or <lſe the Aﬀſembly 48. was as irregular. He doth often 
make his r-treat wpon that Alſembly whe h& is ſtraired, bur it wil 
allow him oo h:Ip-ia chis particular, becauſe there was noſuch :x- 
ception proponed nor judged 1n that Aſſembly . 2 He alleadges, That 
their Voting in that matter of the Proteſtation, being no ocher 
thing chen that which he hath ſaid, was no prejudice or advantage 
in the matter of theic proccedings, becauſe the alleadgance of their 
——_— in_ their proceedings a courſe of defeRion at the time, 
and in the manner that it was allcadged might have been found one 
un-relevant exception for their removal from being Members before 
the rryal of their proceedings,and conſequently the refuſing to ad- 
mit it as one exception to that effec an un-relevant erounl of Ex- 
ception againſt the Aſſembly , and yet haply afcerwards their pro- 
ceedings might have been judged to be ſuch as they were alleadged 
to be without any Croſſing or Contradiction betwixt the one AR. 
and the orher- I ſuppoſe that all were true which: is here ſpoken 
of, yet what is this to prove that they did nor at all judge of the 
exceptions proponed againſt chemſelyes : * It is already yeelded, 
That chey did judge of it as to the irrelevancy of it for removing 
of them before trial. Buc that the determining of the one,did pre- 
Judice the determination of the other: Yea, go far ro determine it, 
I prove Firſt thus, If ſo be the exception as tothe relevancy there- 
of did include many Points de Jwre , the clecring and diſcuſſing 
whereof did belong moſt intimately and cfſentially to the verifying 
or 
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or falfifying of the exception upo; c matter it ſelf, then did the 
determining of the one; -bring a prezudice to':the dererminationof 
the ocher, 1f nor go far co determine ; But the Firſt is crue, and 

reeabie to the Authors own words in the next Page.of his? Vin- 
dcation. Erge, alſo the laſt, The Conexion ſeems clcer. becauſe the 
derermiuing of che relevancy or irrelevancy of the exeeptiondidi al 
ſo d:termine theſe points de-7#re, which did belong molt intimat» 
ly and effentaally to the verifying or fallifying of the exception. up» 
on the matter ; as for Inſtance, the Aﬀſemvlies determming that 
the Protciters objeing agairftrrhe Commilioners that their Re 
folur:ons did involve a courſe of defetion' was not a relevant'ex- 
ception whereupon to remove them, was alſo a determining of this 
Poi:.e 4c 5z#re,thar theſe Reſolutions did not involve a courſe of de- 
feRion, this did in.leed belong moſt intimately and eflentially ro 
the falifving of the exception upon the matrer , and ſo to the pre- 
Judging of the determination; yea, to the determining of. the 0- 
ther queſtion : -Or more cicerly thus, If ſo ve the exception could 
not be determued as relevant 'r irrelevant till the queſtionable hy- 
potheſis of the publick Reſolutions was firſt decermined, then did 
the determining of the relevancy or irrelevancy of the exception in- 
volve a determination of the right or wrong of their Reſolutions : 
But che Firſt is manifeſt trom the Authors own words, where he 
faith, That the main and pruccipal queſtion de jmre which ſhould 
have been cleered that that ſcandal might have been charged upon 
the Commil:oners was the particular hypotheſis, if this ſcandal 
could not be charged upon the Commiſſioners,” but- by clearing of 
this hypothetis : How could the Commiilioners beclecred of. that 
ſcandal, and found ſuch as were fit to fit in the Aſſembly notw:rh- 
ſtanding of the exception thereot proponed againſt them without 
clecring that hypotheſis.” In theſe things I deal fairly and candid 
ly ſo far as my light reaches, without deraining the trurh in unrigh- 
reouſneſs, or ſeeking to darken or pervert the ſame ſo far as my un-* 
derſtanding doth icach ; and I think I may refer it to che Conſci- 
ences of theſe who Condemn the Proteſtation, and chat exception 
2s irrelevant if they would have (o done but upon perſwafion that 
the Commiſſioners proceedings were r ght, and if after the Vote 
of Condemning the Proceſtation,they could notwithſtanding cher- 
ef have alſo condemned their Proceedings: | 
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ViNDICATION. 
Hirdly, Howſeever # be true, that the thing Which was defi. 
; ved'by che Proteſters in the entry of the eAjſembly, before the 
oheite of the Moderator Was 161 expre fly and formally the rial and 
br Bt of the Exception given agarſt rhe Commiſſioners, as to 
the trwth alleaiged therin, 1. Whether the Commiſſioners indeed bad 
Carried on acenr{c of defetiion from the Covenant and Cauſe, but 
that the ( pneniifſioners foowld have been laid afide until the Af< 
ſexzbly had been conſtituted to taky that into conſideration ; yet cer- 
tain it © that they having been choſen to have been Commuſ3:oners 
unqueſtionably by the Society they came from (and that ſome of 
thems by the expreſs vote & conſent of ſome of the Proteflers them- 
[etves, Mr. Robert Blairc in the Preibytery, and Mr. James 
Wood in the Univer fry of St- Andrews, &y Ar. Samuel Rurher- 
ford) and baving a formal Commiſiion, aud /o the Exception be- 
ing perſonal (4s 1n relation to that Aſſembly) and not propounded 
againſt their being ( ommiſcioners : But now in the Aſſembly con- 
veened pf neceſsity , the Exception beboved ro have been tryed and 
aeſenſſrd and judged, 4s 20 the relevancy of tt, for their preſent re- 
wour A and lasd «ſrde ants it ſhould be tried and diſcuſſed 4s to 
the truth of the thing contained in it ; for the Wrizer himſelf con- 
#ſres, that every Exceprion upon alleadgance of Scandal ts net « 
ſuſie tone and relevant =_ to that effet; Now there Was a 
Fro4: Oneſtion about that Exception, namely, concerning a Qut- 
ſtion de jure belonging to it, 4s We have before cleared, Now tell 
we, i/ rhe Aſſembly before the Eleition of the Moderator, and be. 
it was conftitate 119 4 Fudicatory, could try diſcu/1,and judge 
that . 5 9n ( which of neceſsity 55 beboved to do, ere it conld 
be clear abort the relevancy of their exception for their removing, 
becanſe,au tbe Writer gr ants,tbe exceprion relevant to remove per - 
[-ur, maſt be prima fronte, clear tn the Law ) Certainly tt could 
wor, and rherfore of nece/sty they conld nat upon that exceprion be 
removed before the eletH5on of the Moderator, and corftiturion of 
the Fredicatory ; Hs for their Members excepted againſt and they 
F OS there was 4 Wide difference , the exceptions againſt 
To Were, as £9 the relevancy for their removing, in caſes every 


Way clear and determined before, in ſo far a4 Was requiſit for that, 
to 
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ta Wit, Þ rateftations in Prechyteries againſt thiir eleftion, ſtun 
ding cenſwres excluding th:m from all Kirk Pulicatories WBr epea- 
led, So me ſee the exceprion Wherewith the Writer meets here, may 
» { goad with alittle rxreptin, viz. That »o-Exception ueſtbe 
onable could be diſcuſffed until rhe Judicatory were:firſt conflirue, 
and the Moderator choſen ;- avd therfore it make nothing againſt 
the freedons of the Late eA 1embly that before it was conſtimre,and 
the Mer ator Chol cn, the (o1m1[$10ners Were not removed upon 
the Exception made ageinff} them, becauſe the relevancy of the: 
Exceprion was queſitona' tle in m uy pointe de jure belonging: they + 
unto, being controver ied, at loaf wot prima fronte: The clearing 
and dilcuſting thereof did belong mot wettmatly and eſrentially £0. 
the werifyung Ir falffying of the E xceprian anon the matter it elf, 
wherwirh a meeting not conſtitute into 4 fudicatory could nat meds. 
dle. 4 As te cbe Writers Dilemma in the end, T hat tha refs-, 
ſing to remove the Commyſcioner 6 upon the Exception made againſt 
them, was to determine, :ither that rhe Exception was not relevant 
or that it was falle, and both were ablſard, We Anſwer, it was in- 
deed ro be deter mined that 11 was not relevant in that circumſtance 
of tinge When it Was propenci for removing thru aff the eA/com- 
bly ; and whereas he (aith this were to contradift clear reaſon, this 
is but a nak:d aſtertion, and we have cleared the contrary, 
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Irſt, 1 defire it to be conſidered, That he yeelds that the thing: 
Fab was defircd by the Proteſters at che catry of ve Aſlem- 
bly, betore the choice of the Moderator, was not exprefly and for- 
mally (yea, nor implicitly nor materially) the triai and diſcufling 
of the Exception, -as to the truth alleadged cherein.; but char the. 
Commiltianers ſhould have been laid afide:yntil-cheo Aﬀembly,had: 
been conttizate to take the fame into conſideration, ; which clears 2» 
things formerly afferted, 1. That it was not deſired that any (ſentence 
{houid be paſt upon che Commitlioners by the Aſſembly, before che 
contirurion thereof. 2. That the Cmmi;Tioners(before the judg- 
ing of their proceedings by the Aſſembly ) did judge and give ſen- 
tence upon the relevancy of a deſire made againſt chemſelvs; ro wity 
Thar chey might be removed till their proceedings ihould be firſt 
judged. 3. Ideny not bunt this Exception behoved to have beea 


tried and diſcuffed, as to che relevancy of ir, ſo far as was _ 
or 
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for laying aſide of the Commilſioneers till farthertrial: :and'to,thar 
which the Author ſaith; That 1t:cor:l1d not be done becauſe it did 
involve a great Queſtion de j#re; which was yer queſtionable, and 
not Clear ; whercas'it is yeelded by che Wr ter; that the-Except:on'. 
ought to be relevantin Law, at leaſt ſuch as prom fronte ſeems re- . 
levant. I anfwer. That that Queftion was (prima france ) re- 
levant in Law , becauſe prima fronte agreeable to "the ve- 
ry letter of the-Law. I may appeal co himſclf, if the Publick 
Reſolurions do' not (prime frexre ſeem to; be contrary to many 
things formerly expreſt in the ARts , "Conſtitutions and:Publick Pa- 
pers of this Chutch ;/ and though he would devy it, yet ſure I am 
all indifferent men will acknowledg it, that whatſoever may be in 
the matter it (elf, yer there is at leaſt a ſeeming contrariety betw'xt 
theſe : 1 ſhall remember him of the ſpeech of a judicious and godly 
man(whoſe words are cited by h mſelf in his Vindication in another 
caſe) who in a Conference at $1, Andriws about.the Publick Reſo- 
lutions, when the ARts, Warnings and Declarations of the Aﬀem- 
bly was objeted againſt cheſc Reſolutions, ſaid, / confeſs that you 
have the Sough of the Aſſemblies for you: yea, in this thing that 
prima Fronte it ſeems to be ſo,we have the univerſal conſent almoſt 
of the'whole Land, as welſcheſe who are for the Publck Reſolutie, 
ons, as thoſe who are againſt them ; «clſe what meant that which 
was ſo frequent in the mouths of ſome of the Commiſſion, and ma- 
ny others the laſt year, who when Ads of Aflemblics and Pub- 
lick -Papers were objected, ſaid, That fome men who had hand in the 
perining of cheſe Papers had upon deſign foiſted in many things in 
' thewy,which they now made uſe of againſt the Publick:Refolutzons; 
and that-which was then, and isſtill frequenaly ſpoken by the ge« 
qeraſiey of malignant and diſaffeRted men in the 1[.and,'to wit, The 
Church is now come to'us, and-we are not: gone to them. Theſe 
thinss arcimore palpable and berter known then that they can with 
any colour of truth be denied. Bnr 3. Was not che Exception pro- 
pounded by the Proteſters againſt the CommMlioners 'diſcufled by 
rhe Aﬀemmly,as to the relevancy thereof, before the election of the 
Moderator ? Did they nor, after the propounding of it, ſuffer rhe 
Commiſſioners to-ſir > which chey'could not have done unleſs they 
had rejeRed it: And how could they reje@ it,unleſs they had found 
it irrclevant ? Was not the allowing of the Commiſſioners to ſits 
after propounding of,and debate upon thatExceprtion,as real a judg- 
ing 


Ga 
ging. of thejerglevanty-thereof, as che removing of the? Commit. 
. Hane;s-Lpon Exceptions propougded: inft chem wat a judging of 
- thufe Exccprions to:be relevant ? y&4, doth nat he himſelf exprefly 
fay in anſwer to the Wricers Dilemma, That it was indeed to be 
| determined, that it was not relevant in that.crcumſtance of time'> 

441 ſee nor to wha purpole it is,that he tels us, Thar the eletion of 
| Commiſsionerd was not queltioncd;/intheit Presbpreciesrhar foie 
;ef che Pratelters voted andiconſented to:theelifing of thein * That 
they had a fora} Commiſsion, and thax the Exception was perfo- 
na} as to chatAſſembly, & not propoundediagainſt their being Com 
miſsioners,but now inthe Allemblyiconyeened-:, Whar is alt chis ag 
tothe keeping of the Afſembly from confidering and:diſcaffing of 
thi: fame 2 V Vere chere not athers. who had aformat'and men's 
troverted Commiſsion,not objedted:againitin the Presbptery; who 
yer upon perſonal exceptions propounded jn the Aſſembly, were res 
moved ti theſe exceptions thould be difcufſed and tried? And was 
ic notas free to propound; perſonal. exceptions-in the Aſembly: asit 
the Presbyrery 2: and being propounded thene,;: were they* not of ab 
great weight asf propoundettcf-where? | And:dught nor the AC 
ſembly to have taken them in confideration?: Y Vere they not! pri» 
0 inft ants, the proper Judges of them;as'\well as che Presbytery > - 
That ſome of the Commiſsioners:wereichoſen by: expreſs yore and 
conſent of ſome of: the Proteſters themfelves;: as Mr. Xobert Blaire 
in the Presbytery of St. Andrews, Mr. femes Woodin the Univets 
ſity of St. Andrews by Mr. Sam. R arherford;it may be true ; Mr. 
Sam. Rnther ford his defire of Peace and teſtifying 'ot reſpe& to theſe 
men being ſuch as it is, together with the hopes thic he had of theix 
being inſtrumental to accommodate things ina right way at eh&AL 
ſcmbly 2 but that hinders not why thi Proteſters might” not war. 
rantably propound the Exceptioriat the Aﬀembly. Another branch 
is, Thatthe Afembly:had-not as yer choſen their Moderator; and 
was not. yet conſtitute, and therefore conld nor diſcuſs that que- 
ſtion, &c. But riot eorrepeat thatithey did diſcuſs. therelevaricy of 
other'Exceptions;'yea, of that {amerhae'was propounded againſt 
the Commiſsioners; as to their firtmgy or'nor fitting till the'tiattes 
ſhould be further tried. Tt:is to be confidered, that 'feontroverted 
Commiſsions and Members, upon Exceptions propounded apainſt 
them, be laid afide till trial, which -hach-4lvidies'deen the cuſtom-of 
the Aſſemblies of this Church. 55 wa ſo very material-wherhee 
IH $1290 the 
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he ful diſcuſsing of the Exceptisn be before the choſing of the Mo- 
derator or after it; there are practiſes and inſtances adam, 
ſome: Aﬀſemblies firſt diſcufling the controverred Commiſstons 
and Members, and'thenchfing the Moderator ; others laying aſide 
theſe things til che Moderator be firlt choſen; and then immediatly 
before the doing of. any thingelſe, falling upon the diſcuſs:ng-of 
then; though it ſeems the moſt regular way,that the controverted 
Commiſsions and Members be laid afide, the uncontroverted ones 
being a competent number, ſhould proceed to the choice of a Mode- 
rator, and thereafter,before the doing of any thing elſe,put that to 
a point which concerns therreſt of their coaltituentMembers.In the 
caſe now in queſtion both were deſired;either to diſcuſs the Excep- 
tion,as to the truth or ta!ſhood of the alleadgance before the chu- 
fing of a Moderator ; or elſe, to lay afide che Commiſsioners, and 
to do it immediatly.chereafter : but both were refuſed, which was 
the more conſiderable, becauſe the Exception propounded againſt 
them , was but: meerly. perſonal, or upon perſonal or particu- 

lar ſcandals, but of more common concernment, and.-in things re- 

lating to the Cauſe, as breach of Publick. Truſt, defeion from the 

Cauſe and Covenant, which did require conſideration before the ad- 

mitting theſe perſons+. I would ask the Auchor this one Queſtion: 

Upon ſuppoſal: that che Aſſembly 'after the Commilſsioners fitting 

and voting therein many dayes; yea,cven in the condemaing of che 

Pcotcftation, andciting of the Proceſters ; ſhould have found their 

proceedings to involve a courſe of defeRion from the Cauſe and 

Covenant, and therupon have removed and cenſured them : Could 

Beholders have looked upon this as a handſom way of proceeding, 

that chey would not take imo confideration an Exception deſerving 

ſuch things, when it'was firſt propounded unto them,and offered to 

be inſtructed ; but wonld judge the Exception irrelevant, cenſure 

others for proteſting, becauſe of refuſing.ro accept of it : admit the 

Comilſsioners to be fellow- Judges in condemning that Proteſtation 

& after al this find theſe Comiſsioners guilty of the thing alleadged 

in that ſame very Exception when tfrſt proponed,8& remove & cen- 

ſyre-chem upon it ; Are things handſom? or do they wel coherc? or 

can a tender eye look upon them without offence ? How much fairer 

had it been, firſt ro remove them, and preſently -or immediately 

after the choice of the Moderator;'to diſcuſs the Exception ?- There 


is more danger to the Cauſe, & offence'to God & his People in raſh 
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admiting ſuch as are guilty,then in cautious delaying i f 

ceat NS when legally challenged: Ifinnocent,they may after- 
wards be admitted with more honour and reſpect; but if guilty, ei- 
ther they ſhal be continued Members with much detriment to tho 
cauſe;or elſe /halbe caſten out with more ſhamebeth tothewletys 
aud to{the Aflembly,whe at firſt refuſed to Jay them afide till they 
were tryed. Becauſe the Author ſaw that an objeRjon might be 
moved againſt what hc, hath ſaid from the Afſemblics removing of 
otherMembers who wereexcepted againft before the choiceot the 
Maderator; therefore for preventing of- it he tells us, that there 
was 2 wide difference, becauſe the exceptions agajolt them, were 
as to their relevancic for their removing, in caſes every way clear 
and determined before, in ſo far 2s was requiſite for that, to wit), 
Proteſtations in Presbyterics againſt their cleQion , ſtanding cen- 
ſures,*xcluding them from all Church- Judicatories unrepealed : 

To which I retro theſe particulars ; Flt, Some evea before the 
Choice of the Moderator were removed upon exceptions againlt 

whoſe ele&ions there was 110 Proteftation, and who were under 

no ſanding cenſure cither of one kinde or another,to wit, Mr.Re- 

bert Canden Commilsioner from the Presbytery of Dance, who 
was removed upon this exception, that that Presbytery could not 

chooſe Commiſsioners , bcing ſo few in number as they were; 

hcre was no Proteſtation, the man under no cenſure, yea nor the 

groun4 of the exception clear and unquecſtionable in Law 23 to a- 

ny a of any former Aſſembly, onely prima froxte,it ſeemed rele- 

yaut that two or three could not cho 5c ; therefore was be there- 

upon remoyed,though afterwards, (if my information hold ) he 

wes again (a3 ſcems upon not finding the exception not relevant) 

admitted. Secondly, Neither was a Proteſtation againſt the ele- 

Rion, ſufficient to make it clear upon the Authors gronads. I ſup- 

p-ſc that it had been allea iged, that the ground of the Proteftation 

was nat clear,but queſtienable ; as to the relevancy of it by his 

ground ſuch a Proteſtation again the eleRion , wauli not have 

been cnough to lay the Commiſsioners afile, till the matter had 

beentrycd. To come nearer the caſe, lct us ſuppoſe that ſome of 

the oppuſcrs of Publick Reſolutions had in the Presbyterie or in 

the Univerſite of St. 4»4reWs proteſted againſt the cleQion of the 

Commilsioners there, upon this ground, that theſe who were ele- 

Red, were inftrumencall in the $45 4 Reſolutions, will the Au- 
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$ had been ſufficient t6 2) theſe Commilbioners afide; 
from licting as Members of the Aſembly, rill the mitter had been 
try&d: 1Flo,why t eh Mr not the prpppning of 'that exception in 
the Aﬀſcmbly aa #0 hf who were Members' of 'the Com- 
miſsjon,a0d had hand ti thelt Refolutions, ſufficient to lay them 
afide: Or,jf that be denyed,T would defire to know a reaſon of the 
difference, if it be ſaid,that all the Commiſsions which we*e laid 
wine of Proteſtations againſt ther, were fach 8s were pro- 
tefted ggainlt upon clear & onqueſtionable grounds. ] anfwer,that 
it was not 10; 6 appears bf the inſtance already givento Which 
T adde another,to let fee what partialicy of proceeding thete was 
in theſe things even uponthe Authors own grounds: Did not the 
Afſembly lay aſide the Commiſion of theſe who vere firſt choſen 
by the Presbytety of Grape upon this groynd,that the Conimil- 
foriers Were oppoſes of the Pubtick Reſolatiors, whith (if we 
may. believe the Auther) was yet a queſtionable hypotheſis #% jw- 
ye. Thirdly,I ſappoſe that in theſe caſes which ( he ſaith) were 
clear,any perſons interefled ſhould have objec dy that the Prote- 
ſtation was falſe and fiftitious ; or that their being undet cenſure, 
was 3 meer alleadgance , or that the greund of the Proteſtation 
and cenſure wes an hypotheſis not y& determined in jure, I ask 
kim, whether the Aﬀembly in theſe caſes, was to admit the per- 
ſons,or to lay. aſide the Commiſſions,and remove the perſons, till 
the matter ſhould betryed > If he lay ,"they were not to be ad- 
mitted , then they behoved to refirſe to hear all Parties interefled, 
and to'take n/queſtionable caſt fot clear and granted, before they 
hear and try which ſeems to be abſurd. Tfhe ſay, that they were 
to fall upon the diſcafling of queſtions en# objeRions hinc-5nde, 
then I pray you, why not one queſt;onable cxception as well as an- 
other 2 Why not the queſtionable exception proponed againſt 
the Commiſſioners, «s well us the queſtionable exception contain- 
ed inthe Proteftation againſt the ekeQion in Pregbyreries ? Aud 
if he ſay, that it was not abſurd to lay aſide the pertons, notwiths 
| Handing of their alleadging that the Proteſtation was falſe and fi- 
Ritious,8&c- but that the marter being queſtionable, they were to 
be.1ajd aftdecill ir ſhould be tryed and cleared ; then why not alſo 
the Coinmiſsiongrs upon the exception of a ſcandal! of defeRion 
proponed againk rhem notwithftanding of their deniying thereof, 
and afſercing the contrary, ſeeing ( by his own ground) the mat- 
| ter 
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ter wa not yet clear to the Aftembvly, tither upon the enc hand or 
the other. By theſe things we mvy fre what will come of theAn- 
thors conclufion, to wit, that no exCeption queſtionable covtd be 
difcuſſed,until theJudicatory were firſt conftitated;znd theMode- 
rator chotenzand that therefore it makes nothing againſt the free- 
dom of the lare Aﬀewbly, that before it was corftituted, and the 
Moderator choſen,that the Commiſsioners were not removed up- 
onthe exception made againſt them, becauſe the relevancy of the 
exception was queſtionable in many things de ;wre , belonging. 
thereunto, being controverted'ar leaſt,and not prima froxze clear ; 
the clearing and diſculsing whereof , did belong moſt intimately 
and eflentially ro the verifying or fa fifying of the exception upon 
the matter it {elf ; whereupon the Mceting not conftitute into a 
Judicatory could not meddle; upon which Concluſion I asktheſe 
(trons. Firſt, If no cxcept'on queſtionable could be diſcufled 
untill the Judicatory were conſtitute, and the Moderator choſep, 
theon,how did the M-eting at Sr. AndreWs befere the conſtituting 
of the Judicatory, and chookng of the Mo lerstor, rejeRt the cx- 
ception proponed by the Proteſters againſt the Commilsioners, as 
notreleygat to remove them, was not that ro diſcuſſe an exception 
queſtionatle, as tothe relevancie of being a ground of removing 
or not removing. Secondly, I ask how it came to paſſe that they 
removed the Commilsioners of Gla/gow upon the exception of 
their oppoſing the Publick Reſolutjors , was not that alſo to dil- 
cufle an exception queſtionable , as to the relevancie of being a 
ground,is before. Thirdly,If the relevancy of the cxceptions was 
queſtionable in many points De jure belonging thereunto , the 
clearing and'diſcaſsing whereof , did belong moft intimatly and 
eſſentially to the verifying or falſifying of the matter it ſelt, how 
could itbe judged and diſcufled as to the relevancy thereof , aad 
yet this be no prejudice to a judgement vpon the matter contained 
cherein? or how could the exception be found non-relevant, and 
the Commiſsioners proceedings be alſo found to involve & courſe 
of defeAivn. Fourthly, If the clearing and diſcuſsing of that exce- 
ption ha# fach conneAtiion with the matter of the Commiſsioners 
proceedings t hat firft when it was proponed, it could not be judg- 
ed before the judging of th- queſtionavle hypotheſis of their pro- 
ceedings , how came it to paſs that the all afterward did 


qadge it,and-admirted the Commitzjoners themſelves to fit as jad- 
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get therein before the judging of that bypotheſis. Fifthly, 1fthe 
exception was ſo queltionable in jure,how could the Ailenibly be- 
fore the diſc uizing of the Conmiivioners proceedings, ſo leverely 
reprove the diflenters. for proponirg of it, and condemne the 
Protcſtation founded thereupon. Theſe things to my weak un- 
deritanding ſeems inconſiſtent,and ſuch a8 ordinary Readers can- 
net re:conctte.In the laſt place he labors to give anſwer to the wri- 
ters DsJeminato wit, at the refuling to remove the Commiſsion- 
er; upon'the exception proponed againſt them , was to determine 
either that the exception was not relevant , or it was falſe, 
but both were abſurd. His anſwer is , That it was indced 
to be detcrmined , that it was not relevsnt in that circum- 
ſtance of time when it was proponed for removing of them from 
the Aſſembly, and this he denyes to have been abſurd or to eon- 
tradi cicar reaſon,and tells us,that he hath cleared the contrary. 
When I had read theſe words again and again, I could not with 
avy perſwaſjon,fz1i upon the Authors meaning,bis way of expreſ- 
ſion beirg Jubious, he ſaith, ir Was ro be determined, which makes 
me (uſpeR that he may haply point at the determination which 
was ?fterwards made by the Afsemvly,when the relevancy of that 
exception was condemncd inthe Proteſtation: It that be his mea- 
ning,he hath but covered himſclt with fig-tree leaves, becauſe the 
rejectiug of jt was the auall determining of the irrelevancy of it, 
a$to the bring a ground of removing the Commilſsjoners out of 
- the Aizembly; butifhe mean that it was determined net relevant 
when proponed; I would know why it was not relevant in that 
circumſtance eftime , whether becauſe of the matter contained 
therein,as not being relevant #» jure , or becauſe the Aſtembly 
could not judge thereof, the Moderator nor being yet choſen, nor 
the Aſs<mbly conſtitutes ? If he ſay, not relevant upon the matter 
ar that circumltance of time , then this nor-relevancie was either 
becauſe the exception was founded upon things done by theCom- 
miſsjoers 8greeable tothe Law , and ſo no matter ok exception, 
but matter of commendation, or elſe becauſe founded upon things 
queſtionable,and y et not determined ## jure: Not the firſt,becauſe 
that had been to determine the Commillioners procecdivgs tobe 
agrecable to the Law before the trying of them: Not the laſt,be- 
cauſe that had been to determine, that the proceedings of the 
CommiſſioncrsWere not yet determined by the doArine of the 
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Church of Scotland ; before ene td flbghag af theſe pro- 
ccedings. The truth js, the Aflembly gave no ſuch judgmene 
uponthat exceptiongnor no ſuch reaſon of their rejecting of it; but 
the only rcaſon that was ſpoken of, and did Seouy thy buiiaefle in 
the Aﬀembly was,that the Allembly could not fall upon the try- 
all of it,the Moderator not yet being choſen, and the Allembly not 
conſtituted;8& it this be the Authors meaning, when he ſaith ic way 
indeed to be determined net retevant in that circumſtance of time 
when jt was proponed. It is noanſwer at all; Firit, Becauſe the 
Afsembly could have judged thercof before the chooſing of the 
Moderator, other Aſſemblies feverall times having ſo done ; and 
this lame Aſcembly did judge the relevancy of ſundry excepuons, 
25 to the. laying aſide of the Commilſtoners ; yea the irrelevancy of 
this ſane exception by the Authors own cencetsion in theſe very 
words; by what authority they could judge the rclevancy of one 
exception, by the ſame authority they might have judged the 1e-- 
levancy of another, and by what authority thcy could rej-R ic as 
irrelevant, by the ſame authurity they could have diſculsed it-re- 
levant or not relevant. Secondly , Becauſe it was alſo urged af- 
ter the chooſing of the Moderator, but was aot then condeſcended 
unto ; but the Commiſsioners againſt whom 1t was proponed, 
were (till allowed to fit as Mcmbers of the Alsembly, without hg- 
ving any regard to thet exception, which gave probable grounds 
tothink, that the rejeRing of it before the choice of a Moderaior 
upon that pretext, was but « meer pretext : becauſe a Moderator 
now being choſen,it was (ii'| rejected ; and therefore rejeRedbas 
ſimpliciter irrelevant , without reference to any circumſtance of 
time, as appeareth by condemning it in the Proteſtation, But it 
may haply be ſaid, That by the circamitance of time when it was 
proponed, he means all the intervall of time that was between the 
proponing of it, and the judging of the Commilzioners proceed- 
ings. It ſoit was relevant in no circumſtance of time, it being 
proponed meerly in order to their removall for that intervall of 
time; when their proceedings were now approven and condem- 
ned,it would have becn very impertinent and ulelefle to propone 
any ſuch exception. He would lct his Readers kaow 1a what 
circumliance of time it was relevant. As to the removing of the 
Commiſsioners before judging of their proceedings: ; for if any 
circumſtance of that time it was relevant,the Aſſembly did wrong 
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 innetfinding it to be ſoz; and it in no ciecymſiance of that timeiit 
was relevant as to that effe&t;he doth but triffle withi: his Readers - 
in telling them that it was not releyant in; that circumftance of 
time it was propaned,it had been candide and fair dealing to have 
teld them that it was relevant in no circumſtance of that time, or 
not relevant at all, but this would oot have been well digeſted, © 

16.4.5 M2003. © «T1001; 14 {19 
O we flball notv-paſſe to the next gronud of the Proteſt ation, what 
Sg is contained im the Writer of the ſpcond Paper his rephyes to the 
firſt obje tion; or other Objefhons is either nothing #8 the infrink 
ging of our anſwer, or cleared by what hath been {aid already,only 
this much adde, Theſe men who the faich bath fallen from their 
Pedfaftneſſe, and made defeftion, at whichorher; could nat wink, 
becanſe of their former integrity; (ome. of them have been ſtrdfaſt 
in the trath and Canſe of God, when otbeys that accuſes them knew 
it not:ſome of them we doubt no; will byGoas gr ace give teſtimony 
of their fledfaſtneſſe in it in their ſuffering conditjon, when ſome that 
accuſes them may be will be found,or already are tampering abeut 
and deviſing gloſſes how they may with ſome.colonx ſouffell thems- 
felves lovje from Articles of the Covenant, And the Writer ſhal 
never be able 10 inſtance that they have made defettion in their late 
Reſolutions, either from any Article of the { ovenant, or from the 
truth of Religion in any head thereof, Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 
and Governmen veveived and eftabliſhed: in this Kirk, or from 
prafiifing atcording to that truth, I mean by any Publich allowed 
prifiiſe or conrſe contrary thereunto, for as for perſonall failings 
and ſhort commings in particular duties, they know themſelves to 
be but men compaſſed With a body of death, and we denbt not but 
they are as far from Phayiſuicall jnfifying of themſelves as atbers. 
As tothe other particulars mentioned in the Proteſtation; that they 
ftirred wp the Civill Magiſtrate againſt ſuch as were unſatisfied 
with their Proceedings ; Its contrary to truth as ſball be cleared 
afterwards, there allcadged pretimilating of the Aſſembly, 
cleared before, as is formed and inlarged in the ſecend'Þ aper. 
The Meeting at Se, Andrews had no liberty no» freedome to. wote 
in mutters agitated and debated therein , which 3s alleadged to be 
 munifeſt from the particulars , that the Commuſſionbad un their 
Remonſtrances and P apers ſtirred up the Civill Magiftrate againſ# 
frch xs aid differ from them in their Reſolutions and'' Preveding s 
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of Parliament ordaining all ſuch to bepreceeded aguinſt arene- 
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and accordingly the Magifr ate hnd con fred forme Months Viz. 
theſe of Sterline «pon that «ccompr, and Hull made Laws mie" As - 


miefts' Religion and the Kingdim. 2 The'Commiſſianerr had: 
by their warnings and Papers vo Prevbyteries;ftirre# up the Prev 
byteries to cenſure ſuch, and cite them ro" the Gruerall Aſſembly; + 


and accordingly the Presbyteries did cire many of them. 3, The 


Kings Majeſty wrote to the Aſſembly a Letter moving and firing 


' them uy to puniſh and cenſure thoſe who differed fromthe Public 


Reſolutions, andthe ( ommiſſioner did fecond the fame by bi ſpereh* 
ts the eAſſembly, intimating, thas he hoped ſuch 4 conrfe frould: 
be taken with them, that all others may be deterred fromthe like 


thereafter, none of theſe things that Meceing didreſent , bu; were 
ſilent thereat, and afterwards did approve; I Anſwer, To rhe for ſb 


particular, itis contrary to the truth that the Commfiew had in 
their P apers ſtirfed np the Civil  Magiffy art ugainſt-[uth as did þ 


differ from them about their Reſolutions and Proceedings;the Wri- 
ter if he would have dealt ingenmouſly and 'faithfully,” either with 
the Commiſtioners,or with [ncb as was to read this Paper, he ſhould 
have inflanced or produced ſome, 'ar leaſt dne or:4we' ( for hi ſpeaks- 
as if thi had been done in ſundry Papers) paſſages our of their Þ a=. 
pers bearing this, 2. That the Civill Magiſtiate diitronfine(as' 
the Writer -termeth, their requiring them ro flay at Perth for 4 
ſpace, untill their buſineſs ſhowld be cognoſced) the Minifters of 
Sterlin being ſtirred up thereunts'by the Commiſſioners, and that 
he confined them upon that accompr,viz. Thar they differed from yhe- 
Publick Reſelutions, buh are affirmed Wrongfully ani'contraxy 
to the truth,the real flery of that ay was this inſumme: T' 
Committee being informed that rhe "Miniſters of: Stevlin were 5 
their publick, Dottrine,and otherWiſe prattiſing the hindering of the 
Leavies, according ro Publick: Reſolntions, and moving ſundry 
perſonrin the Garriſon of Sterlin'to quite- and deſert their charge, 
which tended to the endangering of the whole Land , and\zarticu- 
larly that Garriſon, the only Bulwark of the whole land under God, 
the Committee repreſented the matter co the Commiſcion' of the 
General eAſ1embly, fhewing them thes they could not permit that 
Garriſon to be endangered, yet inregard they Were Miniſter s,they 
defired the Commiſion 10 take” # uraling With them firſt; and: 
required the Commiſ1ion to make report to chem What effett rheir 
E e dealing 


<ab "IGFET Ss S 4-4 * Avo<en Aa x 
: NYEF) 2s aber t ngn = : En os 6 Eo i -- 
Bo Ck ad 8 : 


| Seljng ob their brethren ſhould takg. TheEommiſrioners accords, 
ingly having wet atSt. Andiews aud baving had «Conference With 
the(eBrethren,& having flund by their gon acknowledgment tha. 
InPublick they bad grefizſtd againſt PublichReſalntions, in pri... 
vaze bad given to fome perſons us they (aig, a: king their advice, 
reſolutian that it was not laWfall to continue in that [ervice being 
in ſuch a:cenjurition as the Reſolutions carried: Firſt.they tas 
benred to give them [atisfaftion about their reſolutions , bat 
having rffettuated nothing, therein , ag taſt they dealt with thens . 
in moſt carnefueſſs and cendexua/;, both pubiichly and privathy ts 
Live- a#(snrquce. that they. World net proceed to.do or ſpeak any. 
thing in.cheir Publick Dottrine, or 51 private to the hindering 
and «bftrutting of the Leaavies which were going on, according. to 
the Relalntions; or might tend to the moving of any of theGarri/ou. 
ta quite tbeir charge, Which they:.refw/ed peremptorily to de, and 
Aanarend home. from. the, Conference ; The Commiſion having 
fent ameer report andnerration; reigeltz, Without more or leſs n0 
the Committee of Eſpates; according as they were required ; the 
Commuttes. required theſe Brethren by Letter te come to Perth, 
thas ſameconrſe might be taken.in relation to. thers for [ecuring. 
the, Ganri/onof Steril from danger. T be Brethren baving Comme 
co-Pruth, «bus not at rhe firſt Diet eppainted to them; the Commite. 
teeregnired thew v0 acrond at Peith, or at Dandee, wnrill (he 
Kings return from Abcedeengthat theres might be 4 more ful Meet 
ing\ef the Cammitctee , 6 great part of the moſb conſiderable mams« 
bens thereof heing Wok umn; af tc the Kingsreturn, « Paper bein 
ſeetvin by the Committee of Eftates torbe [emmiſlTion of che' Kirk, 
reqhiring tho Commſs!015 advice: as about ether Paſſages that 
beg pefjed hesWrenthoum andtheje Brethrew, What boutld- be done 
Wits theſe Brethren inrelation to ſecuring of theGarri/on of dtex- 
live, tbe Comm/15en declared ix t bein er «5 tothis,they con(d+ 
186: rake wpen rhenw te determibng , the neatter being mearly Civil, 
but that they de fired\ and expatted that the Committee Would deal 
With thom iw tenderneſe and reſpeit as heing Miniſters of the Goſe 
pel;: rhia:16 the truth of the buſineſs in/um, /o it doth appear cvi- 
dantly,, that rhe Crvill; Magiſtrate did confine them ( as they are 
ſapleafed geterm it) neither hebug ftirrod uptherennzs.by the ( om- 
ms/a5o7nert, nor yet npercbeir aocompt of meer difference from the 
Gemmiſzion, and Pwbiich, Rejolmiions, but npen the accompt of 
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their attive oppoſing of their Re{elatteng to the dbſingftion of the 
Leauies, and endangering the Garriſen, atv thew refwſeug to de« 
bf from hat eppoprron;; but neither newt 11 be forgoteen bere whas - 
was the Fic of 5 hat confirment ( as the Writer termetioat') and' 
compearing of the/e Hretbren befare the ©: mmnInc ec: Tf "the. py +1: 
ter he +4gnorant df #4,dey hy know t9 was the Mr. Robert Dowtflas;: 
and Mr. \ames Wood bcirg dealt with by [ame of theſe Brtthrons 
intimate freends, tointerceed with the Pariiament that was thew 
conweened to paſſe from calling thn further gdlid reauily unilertake 
it & obtained their drfireſo that they were aiſwiſted:preſentily and 
then ove of theſe Brethren came'and\ ackpyuwicitged to' rhaſe two 
their khinduefſe done1n their bebalfe, yet \newmn the Proteftation;' 
and'in this ſecond Paper it is requitcd with a ſlander , that they 
Wirk other { ommiſcioners ftirrednp the Crvill Magiſtrate 4s 


gainſt rheas for differing from Publick Reſolutionr, 
i | RnVaInLa yeh 


Efore the Author come to:anfwer the next ground of thePro- 
teftation ; he tak+s notice of femethings.,, and bur of ſorme- 
things,” ( paffing by many orbers ) dpyſenciotby the Writer iti his 
anſwit concerning'the Commiſſioneryptheic fivdtatinefſe and fal- 
ting of from itz To which I cephyrhar thoogh ic:may be true that 
ſome of them have beey Kedfafi the Truth & Coute' of God, 
when <cthers whom he (calls zhviaCeuſers knew it Bot, that 
will neither juſhfie the one nor condemn eheorher; Tn the this 
of God it doth ſometimes fal{ cir; thay: (rhe firſt are baft;"! awed 1h 
laſt firſt; though yet if-he make'no impaotialireckonng, I believe 
that neither henor his parry have rexfon'ts prefer rhemletves: be- 
fore the Proteſters for men of imtegrity, and old fandiog in the 
Cauſe of God, nor yet t® boaſt theanſelves, us choughithere 
none #mong them who had bur kcly-come:to know the Cauſe 
God; T hope no Proteſter:doth, or ftigtl envy /fomeefrhoſe meris 
giving teſtimony of their ſtedfuſtnefſe fox'vhe eimers comer their 
ſufferings. The Lord ft them 8 att his people $or0do:Bat it isn0e 
enough for the Author to ſpeak chemurles fps 
oh his may bees he td = oſticatevil of others : 13e radvyusj 
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with ſotne colour fhuflethemfelvs looſe fromAtticles of the Cove- 
nant, ſome of them wil give teſtimony of their ſtedfaſtnes inite- 
This meaſire wherewith the Author repayeththeProteſters,is more. 
then an eye for an eye, and x tooth for a tooth;t hey did.not except 
againſt the Commiſſioners upon:may bees,but upon thiogs really 
and already done; and to his may'beyI*ſay: That though this be a 
hour of temptation, wherein many tucn aljde both to the left hand- 
and to the right; yer I hope that by the Lords grace, the genera« 
liry of thoſe who have born teftimony 2gainſt the Publick Refolu- 
tiens, ſhal be found ameng the molt ſtefalt iv theLand inthe Co- 
venant andCauſe of Gods: What if I ſhould toiÞ him that it may-be. 
When oppolſets of Publick'Reſolutidns are keepingtbeirintegri:ys 
and cleaving to the” Covenart, ſome men of no ima}l note-who 
have bean,and (till are zealous for theſe Reſolutions, w:llbe licks 
Ing up the vomite of Malignancy at\d Prelacy, or if that be co. fiſh. 
too farbefore the net; Tam content to appeal to himſelf who are the 
greateſt tamperers of this time, whetherthe followers of the Pub- 
lick Reſolutions or the oppoſers of them. T do not zelolve to de- 
ny.an honourable teſtimony to not a fey of theſe who are for the 
PublickReſolutions, in their love unto,and {icfaitnes in, and zeal 

| for the.truch/irvother things, mor yet to: julifie- the turaings aſide. 
4 of others. who-havebeen:qppoſcas of the Publick;Reſolutjons; yet 
| Ithink jt will not 'be queſtioned chat -the;generality of theſx who 
havegiven up the Ioterefts both-ofChureh & State into the hands 
of ſtrangers are ſuch is were affatiaovatly zealqus,for theipublickre- 
folations, which is toa;probable an evidence that their profeliions 
of Repentance the laſt yeargutd of zeal for the Covenant and, work 
of Reformationy/ andiofleveto the King, 'andof defireto. preſerve 
our Liberties. were not ſtraight and upright;and that the Cominiſ- 
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ſembly; The Writer for proving this,allendges,that the Cammilſsi- 
on had ftirred up the civill Magiſtrate againſt ſuch as did differ 
from them in the Puvlick Reſoiutions in their Warnings and Re- 
monſtrances; This the Author denyes as bcing eontrary to truth 
and calls for proof of it out of cheſe Warnings aniRemonſtrances; 
Th-te Warnings and Remonftrances being Publick and;common, 
I conceive that the Writer thought it not needful co cite the places, 
nor to infilt much upon proof of the buſineſs otherways then in in- 
ftarcing the rea)l fats of it; but becauſe he deſires evidence from 
theſe Papers he (hall have it: 1. The Commiſſion in their ſhort 
.exhortation to the Miniſters:agd Profeſſors of this Kirk, ſarch 
-20, 1651+ exprefſe themſclves thus inorder totheſe who are un- 
ſatisfied with , or do oppoſe the Publick Reſclutions ; The 
Conſcience of our duty ( according tothe truſt committed to us, 
and the carriage af ſome who<ither oppreſt with a lethargy ly ſtil 
or leaſed upon dy abenumming coldnes move ſlowly,or carried 2- 
bout with t he winde of ſtracge-Doctrine, as childreu arc toſſed to 
& fro & move contrarily) doth conſtrain us to lift. up our voices, 
& from the watch tower whereon we are ſet togiveWarning to 
theProfeſlors & Miniliers throughout the Land,& to wacken them 
up to their duty, as they would avoid the diſpleaſure of the Al- 
mighty, and clcape the deſerved puniſhments and cenſures which 
may be ivflited by Judicatorics Ci vill and Ecclcfiaſtick reſpeftive 
upon dificients 10, and. Delinquentsagaioſt duty, according to the 
degree of their off-cnce,and againin the ſame Warning, having ap- 
plied the chareRer of Malignants to.ſuch as through diſfſatistaRi- 
on-with Publi:k Reſolutions, were {ilcnt or did oppoſe; they uſe 
theſe: words, we withitmay be the care of all:to ſhunthe ways that 
way bring them under theſeifoul chareRers, and-wherby they may 
run themſclves under the hazard of the diſpleaſure of God,and the 
cenſures of the Church, and no doubt of civil puniſhments alſo to 
be inflieded by the State; From theſe paſſages theſe two things are 
manifeſt: x That.jn the judgement of the Commilzion, defici- 
encyinthe Publick Reſolutions ,- by ,not, moving at all, er ſlow 
Moving, or contrary mo ving,. was deſervably'lyable._ to puniſh- 
ment by the Civill Magiſtrate. - 2+ That they did make no dombt 
but that civillpuniſhmene would be inflited- by the Scate: To 
. theſe two things adde, T hat this exhortatjon and Warning is di- 
xefted to all the Miniſters and Profs flors of this Kirk, and ſo he 
vl. 


«6113 


—_ 


4 w CC EE Ong” TIEN ES OT oY «3s = R 
pf L T2 b % : bd. Rl ad Sen 5s la, 
he's + 4 x 
- 
> » 
. 


| -—_., () Hs | 
civil Magiſtrat,among others in their place & fſtation;yet,nodoube 
before the cintring ther of , it was by way of curretpondencie, 
according tothe conſtant cultome kept 31 theſe things communi- 
cated unto the State; letgny indifferent wan then judge whether 
thn bc not a irring up of the Crvill Magiſtrate agaioſt them when 
xt 18 declared to the Civill Magitirate in a publick exhortation and 
_  Warygingto duty,that puniſhment from the Civill Magiltrat is by 
theſc men deferved, and that the State w:1l no douvt inflit that 
. Civil puniſhment ;n anſwering the inſtances of theCivil Magitirate 
his Procecoing accordingly : The-one of them,towir,t heir making 
of Lawes and Acts of Parliament, appointing fuch to be pro- 
.cceded agazinlt as encmies to Religion, and to the Kingdom, he 
doth not ſo much as once touch, and the other corcerning the 
. confining the Miniſters of Ster/ine , he doth in mary things 
wince and peryert,therefore for wforming of the R. aders,ard ju- 
ftifying of what is ſaid by theWriter in this particular; I ſhal ſhoct- 
ly anderuly ſet down the matter of fat fo far 28 is neeatull, znd 
makeſome remarks _ what the Author ſaith in this bobn. fle; 
Firſt tothe matter of faRt,itavasthus : After that the Miniſters of 
Sterline did return to their Rations from the Conference with 
the Commiſion at St. e4ndrews, the Committce of Eſtates be- 
ivg informed by the Comwilsion of the reſale of. - that Confe- 
rence, and hearing that the Nimſters of S:erline did continueto 
Preach againſtthe Publick Reſolutions, did reſolye upon a Letter 
containing 8 citation, to come to Pertbto be written from the 
Committee to theſe Minifters, which being paſt and approvenin 
the Committee, was immediatly thereafter by fome oftheir num- 
ber communicated tothe Commiſsion of the Kirk,to whom it was 
-publickly read, without ſo much as the leaſt ſignification made by 
them of their diſlike thereof , which did clearly coough imp 
their approbation of the ſame, becauſe it was the cuſtomeof the 
Commiſcion theſe years paſt, when any thing was communicated 
unto them by the Parliament o1Commuttee of Eltates, with which 
they were net {atisfied,cither to repreſent their diflatisfaRtion. in a 
hamble way by Writing, orelſe to defire « Conference thereupon, 
und when they were lilent,it was always exponed to import their 
fatisfaRtion ; This Letter being diſpatched from Perth where the 
Committee ofEſtates then ſate,to-the Miniſters of Ster/swe,it came 
'not to their bands before the Tueſday at night,  e*- 


thit it had been! writen BR, 


- PR ; 
many dzyes before, and that it did 
require thetn to'compear before thc Commerce the next day xfter 
recept thereof : The one of the Minilters bring ſoniewhat fickiy, 
anſwer was returned from bottrto the Lord Chenxceler Prefident 
of the Committee, that by reaſon of his wenkneſſc, they could not 
well keep the Dict mentioned in the Letter , but that in the caſc 
of his beiog able to travell, both of them ſhould be at Pey:6 that 
week, or that if he could not travell,che other ſhould come with- 
out fail, and intreeti-gthe Lord Chance/or tb make their excuſe 
to the Ccmmittee, and chat it might not be interpreted as any ſign 
of diſ-reſpeR,ordifobedience,that they did notcome inſtant!y vpon 
the reccpt of the Letter, ſeing the one of them was not att hat time 
able to travel]: This Letter being communiemed by theLordChen- 
celorto the - Committee upen the Thurſday , they were pleated 
neewithftanding thercof, and befurc the comming or hearing of 
theſe Minilters, to or-ier another Letter tobe ſent unto them, or- 
dainiog them to come to Perch before thenext Saturnday at night, 


apd to toy thereor at Duzace til the Kings return ftrome Aberdeen, 


whether he was then going; before this fecond Letter came'to 
their hands , theſe Minifters came to Perch upon the Friday at 
nightupon the firſt Letter,. and making application to the Com- 
mittee of Etftates on the Saturday moraing, did ( after Proteſts» 
tion that they did not acknowledge them as judges in the matcer 
of their dorine ) profeſt themſelves willing and ready fo hear: 
2nd to anſwcr what the Committee of Eſtates had ro challen 

them of, upon which the Committcedid intimate ameo theme 

order contained in their ſecond Letter, and cauſed the Clerk deli- 
ver the ſame unto them; the Miniſters uf Srerlin after hearing the 
order contained th:rein , did carneftly beſecch the Commrtee 
of Eitates that ( upon ſurctyto-.comp:ar when they-(hould be'caf= 
led for) they might have liberty to return totheir Charges, which 
being denyed, they 1id in the next place defire, that feing they 
hed no purpoſe to go untoDwndeegth y might be perinitted to go 3s 
or 4 miles withoat Perth, for retrcthing of chemfclves, which 
favour was at firſt granted, 20 within a little ſpace thereafterg 
they beiag gone to their lodgings , was recalled, and they were 
ſent for to come back to theCommirece of Eftates; and when they 
came # was intimated untothem, that th: Committee could rot 


rwke-it upon them coullow ther that liberty; therefore were they 
CcOn- - 
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conſtrained either to be tranſgrefſors ofthe Committees order , or 
elſe to abide within the Town of Pearth, which they did for ſame 
weeks, untill che King and others of the Committee, having retar- 
ned from Aberdeex.upon the Friday afternoon, and a report being 
made inthe Committee of Eftates what had paſt concervihg the 
Miniſters of Srerline,they did that ſame night appoint another or- 
der to be ſent unto them, ordaining them to ftay-in the Town till 
the Commiilion of the Church ſhould meet, and that it might be 
thought upon, what courſe was to be taken in theſe things, which 
was accordingly done, and the Parliament meeting at Pearcbthe 
next week thereafter,they did ſend unto theſe Miniſters two Maſ- 
ſers,commanding them to ſtay that week ; which being expired, 
they {cnt unto them apother perſon , commanding them to ſtay 
their further order. During this time the, Commilsion of the 
Church met at Pearth,to whom all that had palt betwixt theCom- 
mittec of Eftates and theſe Miniſters , was communicated firſt by 
theſe Miniſters themſelves,and afterwards by the Parl1ament;who 
deſired to know the Commiſsions judgment of. two Proteftations 
given in to theCommittee of Eſtates by theſe Miniſter s, the ſum 
whereof was , that their compearing before them to- anſwer ir 
theſe things that did relate to theirDotrine and diſcharge of their 
Miniſterial\ fun&ion, might not import that they did acknow- 

ledge them to be competcnt Judges thereof ; and that incroach- 
ment was made upon the due liberty of the Subje&, by a ſentence 
of Confinement paſt upon them, wir out hearing them after they 
were called to be heard; Which Proteſtations being taken in 
conſideration by the Commiſgion , they'did give their judgment 
thereof ina large Paper cendemning the ſame , without ſo much 
xs: calling theſe Minifters, to azk & reaſon of: their judge- 
ment ancnt the things contained therein , notwithſtanding that 
they were in Town, and had communicated the ſame unto them, 
ms all that paſt betwixt the Committee of Eſtates and them, by 
this narration , which cao be verified from the Regiſters and Pa- 
pers themſelver,us to the ſubſtance and moſt of the Circamſtances 
of it, and. ( which cannot be julily contradicted in any Circum- 
ſtance thereoffor if ic ſhould,caa be attcſted by witnellcs.) itap- 
pears that there was a legall ſentence of Continement paſt , and 
oftea renewed upon thele Miniſters, before hearing of the Party» 
and that this Coufinement was for a Moneths time,and that with 
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atimeand., reſſyainingchemin the.uſe of their liberty from goir 
ro their own homes and ſtations, or to-any place elſe, excepr hee 


publick and private wich theſe Reſolutions. The Author cals it, 

Their oppoſing and practiſing againſt publick-Reſolutions,and their 

aRive diſpoliog of their Reſolurions to the obſtrufting of the Lea- 

vies, and indangering of the Garriſon, and their refuſing co deſiſt 

from that Open let him give ic as many names as he will,and. 
y 


aggravate it by.all rhe Circumſtances that he can,ir is-ſtill upon the 


accampe of / their differing from the publick Reſolutions y doth he 
(when he bath ſtrained himſelf to the utmoſt )giye inſtance of any 
other thing, or of any thing that they did in this, that was not ſy- 
table for Miniſters to do in the diſcharge of their miniſterial FnoQti- 
on-* Upon ſappoſal that theſe Ralolunpes were wrong,they write 

Te pub- 
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Preached publickly againſt them, ; chey-gave their advice to ſuch as 
asked it,they refuſed ro detiſt; what was in al chis that would have 
been blamed ina Miniſter im the unlawful Engagement in the 48. 
and this 1s all that is alleadged. As for their indangering of the Gar- 
riſon, which he is pleaſed ro- call che only Bulwark of the whole 
Land under God :* I wiſh that it may be rem red, and aid 
tohcare, Thar the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed (as lovg as theſe 
Miniſters were ehere ) to preſerve that Garriſon without any 
appearance of danger 'or 'hazard,, and that after chey were dri- 
ven away it was firſt abandoned by our Army, when men were a- 
mong them who preached according to the r heart;and afterwards, 
whithont'any oppoſition, given up to'the hands of the Engiefs by 
theſe: who ſandered theſe Miniſters , as complicrs with 
them, and had been inſtrumental upon the accompr of their oppo- 
fing the Publick Reſolutions to drive them from their ſtations» 3. 
To paſs by that which he ſaith, that chey found by their own- ac- 
knowtledgement, 'that they had given Reſolution ro ſome. perſons, 
ſeeking advice; thar it was not lawful for them to continue in that 
fervice,being in ſuch a'conjunQtion as rhe Publick Refolutions car- 
ried : T take notice of what he ſers down, that the Brethren came 
nor to Perth at the firſt Nyct appointed to them ; and afterwards 
the Committee required them to attend at Perib or Damndee, nn- 
el the Kings return from Aberdeen, chart there might be a more full 
Mceting of the Commirree, a great part:of the molt conſiderable 
Members of it being with him, how could chey come at the firſt 
Dyer >. the advertiſment being ſo exceedingly ſhort, from rhe tire 
of their receipt of cheLerter;to that time of cheir comperance ; and 
the one of them being ſomewhar ſickly and not able to traved. The 
Committees appointment for them ro Ray at Perth, was before 
their coming,aud before the Kings depareure,when the Commicree 
was full and numerous, though he doth infinuate it to have been 
otherwaies; and there was a'Quorum of the Committee of Eſtates 
fill ar Percb after the Kings departare, 'who yet:would not med- 
die in that buſineſs, and ſard,They could not. - Thertruth was;the 
men who were the great flicklers init ( whom the Author calls 
the moſt conſiderable Members of the Committee ) were abſent, 
and they had before their departure taken ſuch courſe that the bu- 


nd rhey 
fineſs ſhould not be tmedled with, till the Kings return from dber- 
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publickly to the Commiſsion-agaiait che Publick Reſolutions, they 
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deer, 4. I take notice of that which he faith, That when the - 
Commicece of Eſtates did require the Commiſſions advice whac 
ſhould be done with theſe Brethren,” in relation to the ſecuring of 
the Garriſon of Sterling , That as to this they could not take on 
them co determine the matter, being meerly Civil; but that they 
deſired & expected that the Committee would deal.with them in 
tenderneſs,as being Miniſters of the Goſpel,was the buſineſs, as to 
the intereſt of tharr.carriage in tt,-and the ground upon which they 
were cited, meerly Civil; Was it any other thing then the diſcharge - 
of their conſciences in theirMinifterial funtions;as Miniſters of the 
Congregation ok Sterling ? It is true, that there was ſuch a deſire 
of tenderneſs in the cloſe of the Conmittions Paper, but there was 
ſo much ſaid in the body of it for exaggerating ther carriage,thar a 
greater puniſhment then a continued confinement might have been 
thought tender dealing to ſack men. . That Paper was of ſuch a 
nature,that not a few of theſe to whom it was given in; who were 
none of the greateſt friends to the Miniſters. of - Ster/ing, were not 
well ſatisfied therewith, if it may be beleeved what was then con- 
fidently reported to theſe Minifters-at 1Faneby. by ſome who did 
profeſs to know it- 5. I take-notice ofthat which he ſpeaks upon 
their dimiflioo, what dealing there was by ſome of their intimate 
friends with Mr. Reb. Doxglas and Mr. Fames Wood, to intercede 
with the Parliament, to paſs from calling them further. I do nor 
know unleſs he mean of Mr. Femes Darbam ( who had from the 
begining been againſt ſuch away 'of proceeding« with them ) his 
dealing with theſe two,that the Parliament might not meddle fur- 
ther with theſe Miniſters, but ſuffer them to go.to-their Charges ; 
and though they do willingly own him as a friend, yet what he did 
in that particular , was not only our of reſpet to them, but alſo 
from reſpe&t to the Commiſſion, and to the Parliament, conceiving 
it not to be for their advantage to meddle with theſe Miniſters in 
ſuch a way ; and though theſe Miniſters did not aff: to come to a 
Publick Hearing before the Parl. yet would they have chuſcd thae 
and more too,rather then to wrong their conſcicnces in the -thing 
whereof they were challenged: and as attheir firſt appearing before 
the Committee of Eſtates they ſhewed themſelves ready and wil- 
ling to give an accompt of their Dofrin aud carriage in that parti- 
cular, ſo (the Lord affiiting them ) they would have been neither 
aſhamed nor afraid to have done it "oa che Parliament , ay 
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kad been called thereunto. That Mr. Robert Douglas and Mr. 
Fames Weed didiſo xeadily obtain their defire, it was a token that 
they had power'in thar particular. That-one of theſe Brethren 
came and acknowledped to theſe two;kindneſs done in theirbehalf, 
is more'chen that Brother doth-cake with-He ſaith,that he came in- 
deed to. Mr. Rob. Dowglas and ſaid to him, 'that he hoped to have 
no cauſe to repeat of what he had done : but what, ſuppoſe both of 
them had come to both and done ſo 2: That which is leſs then ju- 
ſtice and equity, to wit, a breaking oft of oppreſſion and iniquity 
may be acknowledged by the oppreſſed for courteſie and kindneſs 
withour hypocrifie and'diffimulation, 8nd it makes no bad requiral 
nor {lander afterwardsto tell the truth how far men were accetſory 
to the oppreiling and afflifting of them, 


VINDICATI ON. 


'O the Second particular,the Commiſſion in their Aft and laſt 
Letter to Prerbyteries, dd reſtrain Presbyteries from Cen- 
ſering ary of 1 hem, theyps4 mot /o much as deſire any af them tg be 
refered oy cited to the General Aſſembly for differing from them in 
their Re/olutions, but only ſuch as continued to oppo'e,Presbyrerics 
cited but few, and ſome of chem. as Will be found by the Regiſters of 
the eAſembly, Were choſen Commiſſioners to" the Af embly ; but 
was there not far-more done 5n 48. did not the Commiſſion ſtir up 
all Presbyteries:to cite all that Were in the meancſt degree of diffe- 
ring from them : Such viz. 44 were only guilty for ſilence and not 
ſpeaking With them,and to cen(nre forrhwith all that oppoſed: will 
the Writer therfore ſay that veycing in theſe matters Was not free 
in that Aſſembly; »f.nor, Why then doth he uſe double weights > 


Rnvi1ns w. 


Hat though it were true that the Commiſſion in their AR 

and laſt Letter to Presbytrics, did reſtrainPresbyrries from 

- . cenſuring any of them, yet what is that ro contradi& or 
refate what is .alleadged by the Writer, - That the Commition did 
in their Warnings and Papers ſtir up Presbyreries to cenſare ſuch, 
and cite them to the Gen:Afſembly : theſe are more evident truths 
then can be, denied, and even that AR and laft' Letter doth _ 
: enat. 
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that point of the Alleadgance- concerning the citing of them to the. 
Aﬀembly.z which Citation as it did exclude theſe who were cited, 
from a Vore atleaſt in thar particular ; ſowas it ('in the nature of 
it) apr to obſtruct the freedom of others in voicing. He tells us, 
_ they were but few who were cited : well then, ſome there were, 
yea many were cited; the Synod of Perch did at one Dyet,upon the 
accompt of that Lertery cite, not a few of rheir nnmber who were 
pieſent, and did dire Summons to others who were abſent; rhe 
Fresbyrry of F esbxrgh did cite three of their number;ſundry al- 
ſoa the Presbytery of Gla/goW, Chyrnfide and elſe-where were 
cited. He repeats again his diſtinion- of ſuch as differed from 
Publick Reſolutions, and ſuch as:continued to oppoſe them.; the 
laſt whereof only, as he infiruates, were cited» But to paſs by the 
diſtinction it ſelf, ( which ſeems to teach men a way that doth not 
ſcem well to become the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 6. e. tod fer in 
ſuch things as concerns the judgement and practice of the people 
commitced to their charge,in marcers of ſpecial interelt to the cauſe 
of God, and yet tobe ſilent and ceaſe to give teſtimony thereof, 
either for their own exoneration, or information of their People 
(which was one of the deſires and overtures preſt apon the Mini» 
ers of Srerling at Sr. Andrews) Who ſo will look upon the Com= 
millions Paper arch 0. will find thar in reference to cenſure ,-it 
takes in, not only ſich as continue to oppoſe and move contrarily, 
but alſo ſuch as movenot at all or move flowly; as well theſe who 
are indifferent and neutral,as theſe who oppoſe, ſee Pag. 2.8 5.ther- 
of. Fhat ſome of theta were choſento the Aﬀ4lembly , we have al- 
ready clewred, how it was done, as alſo that which was done in the 
year 48.  berwixt which, and that which was done in the 
year 51. there-are many real and important differences formerly 
ſpoken of and cleared,and therefore dorh the Wricer uſe no double 
weights. 

VINDICATI ON. 


AO the Third P articular, concerning the Kings Letter, and 

the Commiſſioners Speech to the Aſſembly, there was no; one 
word in them more or leſt for Puniſhing or Cenſuring any that 
D iffered from the publick Reſolutions,but if any thing of thatkind 
was defired it Was for oppoſing & Weakning of the hands of cheksng- 
dow and ftrengthning the hands of the Enemy. joyned wickeapreſo- 


ys 
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. nd of earneſt defire to Woe. all fair means t0.g ain all that 
differed, to unity :- did this take a\vay the freedom and liberty of 
voycing c/pecially conſidering this which Was defired Was proponed 
by way f meer defire, without any threatning or alnremenr t0 be 
byaſſed by mens voting, - but that the honeſt Reader may be able 
the better to give his judgment of this matter, be may reade the 
Commiſſioners Speech (the Coppic of the Kings Letter I have not, 
but both were to one purpeſe on the matter ) ſet doWn at thy end of 
this Paper jairhfully as 1t Was delivered,alWwayes Whatever Was in 
the Letter , I dare frm, that in that Aſſembly, there Was as 
great freedom and liberty in Speaking and Voring about theſe Re- 
folutions in debate,as well as tn any other, as Well contra 4s pro, as 
was in any eAfſembly theſe years by-paſt, yea, more then was in 
ſome of them, Wherein it Was Well known, that oftentimes to _the 
grief of men in the Kirk ,moſt eminent for Grace, Gifts, Gravity, 
and Experience, ſome Who now gpadvi/edly accuſes this Aſſembly 
of Want of freedoms and liberty, have endeavoured 10carry mat- 
ters with a firong band, cutting down with ſharp reflections, and 
flonting ſuch as any Wayes dared to ſpeak, and vote in a different 
way from them, which ( if report may be beleeved, ſome of them 
hath acknowledged in their late Confeſſions.) The Writer after 
the, propeunding of the Argument, meets with one Ohjettion 4- 
gainſt it , We ſball not ſtand upon the diſcuſſing of bu Reply ax it 
relates unto that Objettion, but ſhall ſpeak one word 10 that which 
' be chargeth «pon the Kings Letter as inorderly and irregular. 
viz,T het when as the Aflembly had not yet medled wich the pub- 
lick Reſolutions, to condemn and reprove them, he ſhould bave 
ſtirred up the Aflembly tro Cenſure ſuch as differed from them. 
Anſw. Beſides that as hath been already ſaid, the” Aſembly was 
wot defired to Cenſure any for differing from the publick Reſoluti- 
ons ſimply. Firſt, It was not deſired that the eAſſembly ſreuld cen- 
ſure them without any trying or approving of their reſolutions,nor 
Was it defired that the Aſſembly ſhould approve without due tryal, 
| but the King ſuppoſing them to be right aud juſt in themſelves, 
and that the eAfiembly upon due tryal finds them $0 be ſuch, deſi- 
red, that ſuch as bad oppoſed them ( hewbeit it could not be but to 
the prejudice of the defence of tbe C anſe and Kingaom ) might be 
dealt with tobe reclaimed, or if that could not be obtained , Cen- 
ſured. Secondly, Confider what a caſe be Was in then he Was ob- 
leidged 


*.: tciagedby Treaty to follew the Aavice' of the C onwmiſſien of the 
Kirk in the intervals of Aſſemblies in matters a5 Rk » bs 
had fougbtiund gotten then Advice in theſe matters queſtionedzand 
ne men in Scotland were more earueft to have that Condition 679 the 
eArticies of the Treaty thin they who accuſes bim here: But it 
may be be ſhould have uſed hu judgment of di/cretion upon any re- 
*8* folutions givenby the Commiſhon, I confeſs that i true, yet any 
man may perceave that the wordr in that Article of th: Treaty are 
very peremtory and general in the later , for no mare i (aid, but 
that he ſhould follow the Advice of the Commiſſion; and it was Well 
known when it was mentioned, that it ſhould be expreſly added, A- 
grarable to the Word of God, and Doffrine,and Conſtitutions of this 
Kirk: The Motion Was oppoſed and ſtopped by ſome of. the Aceg» 
ſfers : This I ſpeak, not to ſay' that be was bonnd to give blind obe- 
dience, but to ſhew that be was inaright tickliſh caſe here : But 
leaving this, the civil Magiſtrate being convinced in bu Con/ci- 
ence, upon good, truce, and folid grounds of the Errour of (ome 
Dottrine, or Prattice of ſome Miniſters Which hath not been par- 
ticularly determined in hypotheſ by the conſtitution of, the Kirk,, 
and of evil that they have dane to the Publick in following it, may 
he not exhoxt one general Aſſembly being conveened even un the en» 
mM Q fry thereof, ro Cenſure ſuch without prelimitation, or encroching 
; upon the liberty and freedoms of 3be eAſſembly in judging and va- 
ting #por ir? 1 doubt if he may not, but ſuppoſe be cannat With- 
out encroaching and prelimitarion attive upon tus part, yet ſure 
8heſt can not prove 0 Aſſembly uot free in Vating and 7udging, 
wnleſs there can be ome evidence given of the impreſſion aud effeit 
of it on the Members in their Voting and Tudging. A Judge may 
be tempted and ſollicized, and yet moy be unqueſtionable , uncore 
rupted axd free in his judging. / 


RBVIREW- 


"He Author doth not deny, and I belceve he cannot, but that 
4 the Kings Lecter, and rhe Commilſfioners Speech, did contain 
ſomewhar relating to Puniſhment and Cenfſure ; but ſeeks a ſhife 
by telling us, That if any thing of that kind was, it was for Op- 
poſing the Leavies, and weakning the hands of the Kingdom, and 


Rrengthning the hands of the Enemy. If cicher eo cs 
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none of them'is ſubjoyned ro that Coppy of his Vindication,which 
is come to:my hands. But upon ſuppoſal that it was as he ſaith ( of 
which yet he ſeems not to be very confident, and therefore -after- 
wards helps himſelf with his wonted word , That ir was not for 
differing from the publick reſolutions imply or meerly ) what bet- 
eter is it then it was ? Did not all the Aſſembly to whom that Let- 
rer was written and that Speechiſpoken know, that the oppoling of 
Leavies, and weakning the hands of the Kingdom, and ſtrengthning 
the hands of the Enemy which was meant of, -was Preaching and 
bearing Teſtimony againſt the publick Reſolutions, neither doth it 
take off the difficulty. That it was joyned with expreffions of car- 
neſt deſire to endeavour by all fair means to gain them : Theſe. de- 
fires could-very well ſtand with incitations to Cenſures, and that 
whatever was the way of proponing, whether by way of meer de- 
fire (as the Author alleadges) or otherwayes, yet was it not with- 
out threatning ſpeeches, upon the matter of which , Iam content 
that Judgment may be given by the Lerter and Speech themlelves: 

He dare affirm, That in Speaking & Voring about theſe Reſolutions 
* there was as great Freedom and Liberty as was in Aﬀſemblies theſe 
years paſt, yea, more then was in ſeme of them, bur in this he is 
too daring : Was there any Aſſembly theſe years paſt, that had ſo 
many bonds and reſtraints upon them ( as we have already inſtan- 
ced)all rhat he inſtances is, That ſome of theſe who accuſes this Aſ- 
ſembly of-che want of Freedom and Liberty, have in other Afem- 
blics endeavoured to carry matters with ſtrong hand, calling down 
with ſharp refleions, and flouting ſuch as any way dared to ſpeak 
and vote in a different way from them : For proof of this, he gives 
us, It « Well known: and the acknowledgment of ſome of them- 
ſelves in their late Confeſſions, I think indeed that it is wel known 
that too often in moſt of our Kirk Judicatories, there was in moſt 
men that ſate therein, too much'of a carnal Spirit, and too little of 
the ſober, holy,grave, ſpiritual, meck way of the holy Ghoſt : And 
ſome of theſe men have, as to their own carriage in Judicatories, 
acknowledged this, and are indeed convinced of tr, before the;L ord, 
deſiring mercy in hisfight, and grace, That if ever it ſhall be again 
allowed them to fit in Judicatories , there may be more of- the 
beauty and image of the Lor1 upon them, and their way.. But that 
they cryed down ſuch with ſharp refleRions;*and flouting as poo 
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red to ſpeak or vote 6thetwayes r 


doth noc accu'e them of : baply ſome: would have! expefted that: 


the Author would have ſpared to have reflefted: upon. theſe per- 
ſons in their confeſſions , ſeeing he is a man ſubjectro the like Paſ- 
Gons that others be ; and 1 doubtnot to tbe ſame convictions and 
confeitions upon them. His defence of the Kings Letter is ſuch,that 
I fear ſhall fatisfie few+ 1 He repeats;that it was not therin defired 
to cenſure any for differing from the publick reſolutions ſimply, to 
what 1 have ſpoken already. Next it is but a /vbrerfwge, which 
he ſaith, That-it was nor deſired that the Afſembly ſhould cenſure 
them without trying or approving their reſolutions ; but the Kin 

ſuppoſing them to be right and juſt in themſclves,and after the A 
ſembly thould after due triall fade them ro be ſuch, defired that 
ſuch as had oppoſed them ( howbeirit conld not be but to the pre- 
judice of rhe defence of the Cauſe and Kingdom ) might be deaſc 
with to be reclaimed , or if that could not rt, , cenſured. 


There is nothing here for anſwering what is alleadged by che 


Write', to wit, that the Aflembly whileſt they had nor'yet med- 
led with the puÞlick reſolutions,and had nor found them righe,were 
ſtirred up to cerſure cheſe that conld not be reclaimed from them ; 
and taking it 2s che Author doth alleadge,That the King did ſuppoſe 
them to be right, and wichall, that he ſpake nothing ro the Aſtem- 
biy to allow a fair hearing to: theſe of a contrary minde, or to 
ſcarch whicher they were right or wrong. Ir faith chat the Kings 
Letter did contain clear intimation of lis minde to the Aiſeinbly, 
not only in ordcr ro theſe who ſhould continue to oppoſe, or could 
not be reclaimed, but alſo in order to theſe who ſhould vote pro or 
coxtrain the Aſcm*ly ; thar Letter and chat Speech were bur an 
exprelle of the Commiſsions Warnings and Acts, and Acts of Par- 
liament made there ancntzin 8rder to the furthering the execution 
thereof, by getting them backed with a new At of the Aſſembly to 
the ſame purpoſe 2s afterwards they were: I cannot wall decern 
whither the parentheſis caft in by rhe Author in theſe words'; hoW- 
heir it conld net be but to the prejudice of rhe defence of rhe Canſe 
and Kingdom, be cired by him as the Kings words, or-interlined as 
his 0:vn ; and therefore ſhall nor give judgement of them. 2. His 
next defence, That the King was bound'by the Treaty to fo!lowthe 
advice of the Commiſsion ef the Kirk, in matters Ecclefiaſtick, in 
Gg in- 
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that he ſhould have uſed his judgement of diſcretion. upon any re- 


ſolucions givea him by the Commiſsion ; - but becauſe the Auther 
interlaces in order to this, ſeverall particulars ; therefore in anſwer 
to what he faith in this part of his defence , I offer theſe things. 
Firſt, Thar chere 1s nothing here ſpoken by the Author that makes 
for the vindication of the Kings Letter ; It ſpeaks indeed'to the vin- 
dicating,atleaft ro the excofing of the King himſelf in writing ſuch 
a Letter, becauſe he was adviſed by the Commitſsions, as to the pub- 
lick Reſojutions, but that doth not ſay , that the Letter did not 
contain ſuch things as were apt to hinder liberty of voting in the 
Aſſembly. Secondly, I acknowledge that the King was indced 
ina right tickliſh condition ; But who had put him jo that condi- 
tion, but the Aut hors and Abetcors of the Publick Reſolutions, 
who after an expretic Article of the Treary for removing of Ma- 
lignants from him, and cxpreſle deiires from the Generall Afſem- 
bly,and their Commiſſion renewed again and again, and expreſſe 
Anſwers to the Quare proponed by himſelf, of bringing in the 
Malignant Party ; In the negative did adviſe him to imploy and 
bring inthat Party for his own detence , and the defence of the 
Cauſe and Kingdoin. -Thirdly, As tothe peremptorinefle of ſome 
to have in that condition in the Articles of the Treaty; I know it 
not , butthough it was ſe,it was no more then his Predeceſſors 
Was uſed to be tyed unto before the Reformation inthe old Oath 
of Coronation,and which his own Father haq condeſcended unto 
in the Treaty at the Bricks , as appears in che Afts of the Aﬀem- 
blies,and the ARts of Parliament 16;9,a0d 1640, Forthly , As 
to the Authors quarrelling of the w1-rds of the Article as peremp- 
tory and gencrall in the Letter,becauſe no more is ſaid,but that He 
Should follow the advice of the Commiſſion ; and his quarrelling. 
ſome for oppoting and ſtepping of a motion male by others , that 
it ſhould be expreſly added, agreeable to the Word of Godgand Do- 
&rine and { onfftitutions of this Church ; He thould have told the 
Circumftances of time and place,and perſons; For my part I pro- 
felle 1agenuouſly, I remember no ſuch things, and ethcrs.alſo who 
may be preſu:ncd to know it,fay ths ſame. Butlet it be ls, they 
did in this but adhere to the former way , which (as allo ths Ar- 
ticle ) did ſuppoſe that addition wkich the Autbor ſpeaks of, 
though ncither Kirk nor State thoughe fit to expreſlc it, lelt ocen- 
fion 
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fion of jangling ſhould have been given thereby. But the Aus 
chor by this his carping ſh:ws,/that when he plcaſesghe can quer- 
rell with fome things in the Treaty , and with the Acs of Aﬀſem- 
blies thereanent,as well as others ; and'Ibelicve, be would think 
it-hard meaſure to have it inferred from this , that he doth vilifie 
the Acts of th: Aﬀlembly, and that his prefeflions to the Govern» 
ment, Difeipline- and Conftitutious of this Kirk,are not ſtraight 
nor upright:. I ſhall not charge him with unfaithtulneſs, but Fj he 
was one of tho!e-who was inſtructed by'this Churck in the Trea- 
ty at the Hague, he hath (by that which js fallen frem his Pen) 
here faru1ſhed ſome occalion to his Readers to think that he hath 
ſome hin#10;orfome way w nked w#the firſt model} of the Trea- 
ty, a it was firlt (ertled andrranſafted between the King and the 
Commiſſioners ; wherein notwithitunding chat there was an ex- 
preſs initruction,that his Majcſty ſhould not one'y conſent and a- 
orce,that all matrers Ecclefiaſticall ſhould be deterinined by the 
Gencrall Aſsemblies, and fuch as ir the intervalls of Afſseablies 
ſhould be authorized by them ; but that his Majeſty in things Ec- 
Clefialtick,ſhoulo follow the ad vice of the Gen. Afſem.of this Kirk, 
and ſuch 3s ſhould be authorized by them; yet the matter was ſo 
tranſated,as that thele 2 clauſes of the Kings following the advice 
of the Alscmbly,& iuch as ſhould be authorized by them, and of his 
being content chat in the Intervals betwixt Aſsembliesgthings Ec- 
c|-fia{tick ſhould be determined /by fuch'as ſhould be authorized by 
them, were wholly left out : Andifhe had ary hand io, or -did 
w1i-k at the omitting of this Article of the Treaty at the Kings 
- Coronation: That it ſhould not be preft upon the King to declare 
according thereto, albeit by the Treaty he was expreily bound fo 
to do, he woul4 eitherforbear to:preis the Treaty lo much upon 
othe:s;or learn to be more tenderthereof-hur ſelf. Fourth y, as 
to his Queſtion, what « Civill Magiſtrate may do in 2 point of do» 
Arine wherein he himſcif is convinced 1 Conſcience upon good 
reunds, of the error of ſome dodrine and praQtice of ſome Mini- 

| rr Irene nut been particularly determined 57 by porheſs by 
the Conititution-of the Kirk, whethcr he may-.not cxhort a Gene- 
rall Afsembly being conveened, to cenſure ſuch without prelimt- | 

. tation, for encroaching on the liberty and freedom of the Aſzerm- 
bly in judging and votuig in it ? I ſhall not debate, it ſeems that 
he himſelf doubts of it; but this was not our queſtion, the pojnt 
T Gg 2 WAS 
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was ance given to the King by the-Commiltion of rbr. Kirk, upon 
his moving the queſtion ; and they did exceedingly wrong him, 
who by contrary Auſwers did draw him in. many ſcares, and put 
him vpon many rocks. Fifthly, as to his grent anſwer of «Rive 
and paſſive prelian ation, jt will not (ervy bio ouch ſtead in this 
particular, becauſe the Aſsembly did really vote, aft and cenſure 
according to the defire of that Letrer, which is evidence (afficient 
roprove,that the preiimitation was both :zAtive and paſtive. It is 
not evideucc cnough to prove, that a defire hath !impreffion upon 
me that Egrant the ſame, and do accordingly ; what othes proof 
doth the Aſsembly at Gla/goW 1638» bring to verific the paſſive 
prelimiting of the Aſf:embly at G/a/gow 1610, and at Peareh 
1618, by the King his threataing Leticrs and Commandments; 
but this, that the Letters came to the Alsembly , and that ihe Aſ- 


 ſembly did proceed according tothe deſire thereof ; will the Au- 


thor x:imit of no prof of paſſive prelimitationgtulcis evidence can 
be brought from s mans own breaii. That this very thing , and 
pothin;; clſc was the thing that werghed with hin for approving 
the Publick Reſolutions, cenfuring the Proteſters, and laying a 
foundation for cenſuring all, both Min:ters and Profeſsours , that 
ſhould continue to oppole theſe Reſolutions. 1 cloſe this par- 
poſe with the words of theſe Divincs and Lawyers,cited before in 
the book containing their gr evamineazanit th:Councel of Trent: 
Alanifeſtimum eft Tridentinans hanc Synoaum nequaquam efſe 
ant dics poſſe liherum Concilewm, ſed ſervum potins & mwltic n= 
minibus durifſime obſtrittum atque captivum. Liberum etenim dj- 
citar,quod mctu 034ni & coattione caret ub: Concilia onnia ow- 
neſqueres non ex altena vel velunt ate velgratia , vel etiam ex 
permifſu alterizs aut imperio pendent, [ed ab his ommbus expedite 
ſmnt & Integr a,nec cnjnſquam aut odium aut invidia, aut ming 
extimeſcende /unt, nec ves ulla fit que pins pelieat apud cum gui 
dicit [enten;tiamgquod ipfins honeſta volunt as F judicinum mining? 
coattum. Denique ubi que ſalutaria quifque & veritati conſenta- 
weaeſſe,intns, & apud animun incelligit cadems erians fine ullins 
perienls mety in medium propenere libert & in faciew cn:v1y me. 
deſts diceye liceat cams rei precl 1-uwm exemp/nm 11Paulo eApoſts- 
lo noble propefituem eft qui ( ut ad Gal. 2.ipſe [cribir ) Petro dpoſte= 
le in faciems oblocutn errorig enmin eAntiochenſs Synode publics 
argnit.— By a OE wes Vine 
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He next eArgumnent proper to the ſecond Paper u, becauſe in 
42 the Aſembly at St. Andrews, perſons dilowed by the Atts and 
Policy of this Kirk,, to{peak their (,onſciences were aenyed liberty 
ſo to de, and to prove this, the Author takerh much pains to (hew 
from eight old Afemblits of this Kirk,, that not onelyperſons Ec- 
cleſiaſtich having calling power to wore, but others alſo areallow- 
ed to propenc and reaſon, 'yea to preſent thiir thrughts_in Writing 
to the Afſembly,but he needed nor to have been at ſo much pains 1n 
cafting over ſo many Aſſemblies fer this purpoſe ; the point is ge= 
nerally confeſſed in aliOrtbodox Kirks und known to wil who bave 
read the Common head,\2c Concuitis bu their Syſtems." : Secondly 
he ſaith, that Sir Archibald Johaftene. (whom be mentions with 
wany Encomia., to makes the mattev-be bath to ſpeak. more bultk- 
ſome) having written bys mindere the Mecting, not able ro come 
himſelf , about the nantters to De agitated in the Aſhmbly;. hold- 
zag forth much(clear light from Sareprure and Acts of former Al- 
ſemblies in theſe particulars, ( if #5 2.46 mxch light be heid forth 
in ſome of theſe (ame particular: in conference at Pearth jt Was but 
very little,and no mnch to be feared by any of th: contrary mind) 
al/o.the Letrer was publickly deliveresi and required to be readby 
him that prefentc@&t ; the Moderator hevingoroken ir up, promi- 
ſed to ceule read it, and many Members did at ſundry occaſions 
preſs the reading of it,yet it could never be obtained,but was ſmo- 
thered togarhie with a Proteftation contained therein, againſt a 
Paper of he Commiſgioners to the Parliai. approving what was 
done by the Kidg and Committee of Eitates to: the Miniſters of 
Sterlina An/wer. Here is much Want of ingenuity, and nothing 
the truth of the matter making againſt the freedome' of the «Af 
fembly; the Aſeembly never refuſed to have it read: Moſt pars of 
the Whole A/cembly was earneſtly defirons to have it read, and now 
more then the moſt par; of theſe Whom the Reader Would Ro 
86 beReaders unacquainted With the buſineſs,ts have been the oppt> 
ſt15 of the reading of 11,and (motherers of it as beeng of a different 
judg ment from Sir Archibald , and feared fer the pith of his Pa-- 
pers.) The truth of the bufines Was this,as I dowbr not bus the Wrie 
ger knows in his Conſcience, had he been ſo ingenuens 4 to coll is 
| 50- 
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to ſome perſons inthe Aſcembly bearing much reſpeft and tenderne; 
ro Sir Archibald, partly bot anſ# of intimare' friendforp With bim, 
partly becauſe ofmany former good ſervices, did plead for a delay, 
alleadging that it was unreaſenable that the eAſ1emblies precious 
time whereef they kneW not how ſhort liberty they might" bave, 
ſoould be ſpent in reading any particular mans Letters , Whereas 
the Committees Were not as yet neominated-and conſtitured,and the 
proceeding of the Commiſſion which (by the appointment of former 
Aſremblies)ought ro be the firſt-buſtnes taken td conſideration, were 
not ſo much as ence looked upon, andindeed the Papers which were 
[ent and de(ired.to be read concerning his minde, amonntod i ſuch 
a volume, as the reading thereof might have taken up all the time 
that the <Mfrembly contd. probably expet#for fitting thoughaever 
"any other buſints bad been routhtd-' T hire was (if my menery 
fail me not )--a Letter of four or five ſheets of thick-Writ,and other 
Papers with itrequired te'Vtrend before the Aſsrmbly did enter 
wpox the firſt Attion,the appointing of Committees, z@moynting to 
as bnnares ſprets in leaſtyenid uſt it be ſuch 4 crime" as for which 
-rhe Aſremw$bly rh1ft be judged amihthat ſuch'a mition Was referred 
- and detayed toa-merevenveniint time, which was the onely. thing 
'the* Aſſembly did, and that*not of their own” inclination, but 
upon much entreaty andpleading of ſome of hia beſt wel-wiſhers in 
the Aſſembly;who although they alleadged the cauſe we'haveronly 
mentioned in publick.;; yer had anothbr Cauſe of theirpleading ſo 
earneſtly for this which they didn ayrivate Way communicate to 
ſome who w-re deſirous they ſhould be read”, whereby theyimoved 
them to defiſt from wrging ſo earnefly the reading of themnot out 
of fear to bu Paper 5,or diſ-reſpett to his Lordſpip,but ont of Meer 
kinanes and veipet becauſe vituhtydia perceive blocking: on thens 
(1 believe) in priovare ſundry high yefleftions againſt rhe Supreant 
Powers of 1he'King dow,” both King and Eſtates *which conld not 
but have brought him in preſent trouble,T his is the true flory of 
that buſines, jwage thou noW(ingennons Reader )impartially,if this 
Wa: 4 conſcientiens or relevant argumentyto nulhfie that Aſcemb, 
but ade to that other. in the Aſsembly 48 or 459:( 1 di nor diſtinitly 
*Fems mber which, but the thing-is certain ,* and thi Writer will 
em mber better a Paper then , concerning matey? then inue- 
bate given to the' Aſiembly, and acſired 10'be'rcad;'' was publickly 
laid alide and refu(ed to be read, and yet the lawfulnes of that Aſ- 
6 Jembly 
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ſembly,is not queſtioned.T he rhe the cloſe ofthis argumeng, 
world inſinuate' is bis Reader , that the Commiſſioners had beex 
Auther's of ſmothering theſe Paper of Sir Archibald Joknſtens, 
becauſe of a Proteſtation therein contained \, againſt a Paper of 
theirs, approving what was done by the King aud Committee ts 
the Miners of Sterlin ; hut if he meaneth ſo, it is a Wrongfull 
flandering of them the Commiſſioners were far from defiring them 
ts be ſmothered, thaugh ane or two out of tender reſpett to his Lord- 
ſnip, were unwilling that he ſhon!d be brought in trouble by them, 
nor feared they his Projteſftation againſt that Paper of theirs ," 4- 
£ainſt Which, neither he, nor any for him couldhave any juſt ground 
f challeuge; the ſumme aud (ubſtance whereof was nothing elſe 
ut aclearing of the Committees calling before them the Mins- 
fers of Sterhin ( after they bad been dealr wich by the” Conems;tion 
- the Kirk about their preaching 4nd prattizing 'to the ' obſtrus 
thyg of the Leavies according to Publick Reſolutions, and occaſs- 
oning ſome to relinquiſh their charge in the Garriſon of Sterlin, 
and they refuſed to deſiſt) that ſome convenient cour/e mi ghr be t#- 
ken'in relation to them,in ſecuring the Garriſon from danger from 
the guils of encroaching upon the Liberties of the Kirk charged 
pen them by a Proteftation of theſe Minifters of a _very high 
ſftrain,and regether approving theſe Brethren; proteſting in /o far 
as it Was proviſionall for the Liberties and Priviledges ' of ' the 
Kirk, and expriming that theſe Brethren might be dealt with b 
the King and Commuttee in a render and re[pettfull Way as Mint- 


fters of the Goſpel, 
RBV1IRE W 


Ometimes the Author offends when pains 'is nor taken to 

prove things that are generally confeſſed , as for inſtance to 
prove from the Word of God, that all ſcandalogs perſons ought 
to have bcen removed from the Generall Aﬀlembly, and here he 
ſeems to carp at his taking pains to prove from the'policy andAcs 
of this Kirk, that not onely perſons Eccleliaſtick having calling 
and power to vote, but others alſo are allowed to propone, hear, 
read and debate; yea, te preſent their thoughts in Wining 'o the 
Afcmbly: But aibcit the point be generally confeſt by ali Oirho- 


dox.Churches, and kaown to all who have read the head ae on_ 
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ci/3i7,yet wes it to purpoſe for the Writer totake pains to.preve ic 
from 04 AQs of the Aſſemblies of this Kirk, becapſc he. had to.do 
not only with thele who areacquanted:with the head deConcitiss 
but alſo-with others who are not wel acquainted with that had, 
I men ſu::Jry Profeſlors in the Land, who had necd to have the 
ground aa relevancy of this Argument cleared unto them, and it 
was ancer:r and more convincing - way to clcar it frem the recei- 
ved Doftrine of our own Churcb,theo from the Doftrine of other 
Churches. Doth nor Sir efrcbibald Fohnſtone by the teftimony 
of unqueltionable witneſles deſerve all the commendation that is 
given hm? Why then ſhould is be carped at, if the things that 
are ſaid of him be true( as they are:) they do indeed. make the Ar- 
guizcnt more bulk({cme; the Author doth once and again under- 
value the light held forth. by him, and pith of his Papers; I ſball 
not deny the Author the teſtimony. of Learning and ability, and 
wiſhes that theLord may more & more increaſc,and more-& more 
ſanQifie it unto him, that it may be improvenfor the Edification 
of many; But there is muck of a Thraſonick ſpirit that ag a vein 
runs through all this Vindication; the man whoſe light and-pith 
he doth ſer ſolow hath (iy the Grace of God ) been inftrumen- 
tall to ho!d forth vety much light to the Kirk of God ia Scorland, 
in things relating to the work ot Reformation , and'his pith ( by 
the power ofthe Lord)hath becn acknowledged ia both Nations. 
The Writer in rclatiag of the bufinefſe of the ſmothering of Sir 
Archibald fobnſtens Letter, is challenged by the Author of much 
want of ingenuity, and ſpeaking nothing of the truth ; But let us 
{ſee how this great challenge is mac out? 1. Heſaich the Aſſem- 
bly never refuſed to have it read ;, but was it ever read? Was not 
the Afembly often defired to cauſe read it ? Was there not often 
much debate about the reading of it ? And was it not for a lovg 
time waved from diet to diet, &at laſt buried?I fear not but this in 
the accompt of ingenuous men w3l amount to. refuſal : Bue ſaith 
the Author, moſt, part of the wholc Aflembly were carncftly de- 
firoyus to have it read; if it was ſo, then were there forme few who 
didcarry.ir otherwiſe , notwithſtand:ng of the earneſt defires of 
the moſt part of the Aflemblie,, and 1t argucs.nv great freedome, 
when the carncR deſires of the moſt part cannot prevailto gain the 
reading of a Letter, becauſe of the oppoſition of ſome few, who 
are otherwiſe,miaded. He doth, withall intimate unto us, That 
none 
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whom'the Writer would infinme (*to'be 'Readers/ unacquiinted 
with thebufineſle) to have been oppoſers of the Reading of it; I 
would z3k him who were the gppolers of the reading of it * wen 
for the Publick Reſolutions, or men againſt them; Ibelieve he 
Will not deny but all he oppolers of the Pablick Reſolutions who 
were inthe Aſſembly did carneftly ſeek to have it read, and thae 
A} the men who oppoſed the readmg of- it were ſuch as were for 
the Publick Reſolutions, and ſome of them ſuch as did belong to 
the Commiſſion, and hai hand in the contriving end carrying on 
theleReſolntions;this ſeems not te be denyed,bur for takingeff the 
weight off it, he comes to tell us that which he calls the truth, . 
whick he doubts net but the Writer knevw mn his Conſcience, had 
he bzen ſo ingenuous as totell it ; But I ean anſwer him by war- 
rant from theWriter,that he concealed nothing concerning which 
he had any perſwafion in his Conſcience, a te the truth ofit, in 
that which the Author ſpeaks of: The matter alleadged by himyis - 
that all this was from tcndernefſe and reſpeR to Sir Archibald - 
Fobnuſton, vy (ome of his friends in the Aﬀdembly who did perceive 
by looking on his Papers ſundry high ceflexions againſt : the Sn- 
ear powers of the Kingdom,both King and Eſtates, which could 
not bur have brought him in preſent crouble. This vecellitates the 
telling more of the truth, which the Writer formerly ſpared to his 
own Eladvantuge : The Letter was delivered to the Moderater 
Pablickiy,ia the tace of the Alembly,inthe forenoon, a little after 
the (fitting down of the Aﬀdemoly; upon the delivery thereof, the 
Moderator promiſed that it ſhould be read, and brack it apen(being 
open in the hand of him that was Clerk to the Publick Reſoiuti. 
ons, and was now Clerk te the Aſſembly, opportunity was given 
to him, and ſaridry of theſe who were for the Puvlick Reſolutions, 
and were the men who oppoſed the reading of it in t he Aﬀembly 
to read it in private) aftcr which it was preſſed to be read with 
much earneftn:{{: and importunity at ſeverall Dicts of the Aﬀſem- 
bly, and much debate there was to and fro at feverall oecafions 
about the reading of it , but the reſult was alwaycs carried to a I 
delay, untill at laſt the Proteſters leaving the Aﬀembly,there was 4 
little or no more heard of it- That rhis was done out of meer kind- | 
neſſc,and reſpeXto my LordWariſton from whom the Lettereame 
i not likely: 1. Becauſe not —_ did he himſelf in ——_ bo- 
H ome 
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Chriſt, that what he wrote: to the Aſſembly might de read and, 
_ Conſidered, but the neareſt and moſt intimate friends he hack in 
the world, who were like to be tender of his danger (if any ) did 
preſle the reading of it, I mcan not onely theſe in the . Aſlembly 
who were of his intimate acquaintance , and intimatly engaged 
with him in the defence of the ſame Cauſe; but alſo his own wife 
who came to St. eLnareWs of purpoſe with that Letter; and that 
notwith!tanding ſhe was dealt with by ſaadry of thele who were 
for the Publick Reſolutions to take it up , and not to preſſe the 
reading of it (that there might be ſome handſome ſhift for the not 
reading of it) refaſcd_to doit, and Women are knowa to be as 
render of their ausbands dangers as others. 2. The Lord Ware 
ſons Judgement and cxprefſions 10 all theſe things were welll e+ 
novgh known before that time, to'the King,and to the Commutee 
of Eſtatzs, and the reading might well hve becn a confirmation 
of the ſame thing, but would have furniſh-d lictle or ao nw mat- 
ter of ditty 3. There were no refleRions in that Letter againſt rhe 
King &Cominittee of E'tats,but 1n order to a conjuncien with the 
Maligozot partys aud if the reading of theſe in the Aſſembly would 
have brought him preſent trouble, then ſurely it was not free nor 
ſafe for men who were of that opinion that the Pablick Refoluti- 
ons did involve ſuch a conjunRtion, to ſpeak their judgement free- 
ly in the Aſſembly upon theſe Reſolutions, ſecing his freedome of 
writing in theſe things would by the Authors own conceſſion 
have brought him to preſent trouble. 4. This was not the way 
to keep off the danger,but rather to fetch it on, becauſe it was the 
way to fil the Country with the noiſe ef the Lord wariftoxs writing 
ſach a L=tter tothe Aſſembly, which ſome that loved him after 
the delivery thereof, Pablickly did ſmother and keep back from 
being read, notwithfta nding it was earneſtly preſt by moſt part of 
the Aſlewbly, which repore commiog to the King , and tothe 
Commillioners,: would in all appearance have occaſioned them 
tocall for the letter, which could not havebeen denyed ner put out 
of the way, being now publickly dehvered,and ſo much debate 
made thereupon inthe Aſembly: But upon ſuppoſall that it was 
friendſhip and tender reſpe of ſome( which yet upon the former 
conſiderations may be juſtly doubted of;at leaſt it was all,er their 
moſt weighty reslon ) to the Lord Warifter ; yet to ſay m—_ 
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their | | | wer, then the 
prejudice of the publick Cauſe, which could not byt ſuffer two 
wys by ſmorhcring of th:Letters andPapers therewith lent, both 
by rhe want of the ligh held forth therein,and by the imputation 
of {mothering of it ; I wonder that the Aﬀembly ſhould have 
been fo calily moved with theſe allezdgances which he ſpeaks of, 
to wit,that the Aſſemblics precious time, whereot they knew not 
how ſhort liberty they might have, ſhould: be ſpent in reading a 
particular mans Letter, whereas the Committees were not yet no- . 
minate, nor the Commiſſions Proceedings which is the firſt bus 
fineſſe that ought to be tryed, yet looked upon, and that the Px- 
pers offercd to be read did amount to a volume which would have 
taken up all the Aſſemblies time, though there had been no other 
buſineſle, they being of a hundreth Sheets, and whe Letter being of 
four or five ſheets of thickWrite. There was more time ſpent up- 
on the debatc of rcading of the Letter, then it would have been 
read in to, it being not above the halfc of theſe ſheets which the 
Author ſpeaks of; it his teſtimony who wrote it may be believed; 
neither was the Afeembly ſo much ſtraitned with time, elſe they 
were no good husbands otit, becauſe the firſt day they refuſed to 
read theLetter,they ſpent a great part of aSeflion more thenwould 
have ſerved forreading of theLetter,debating aboucaMiniſters mans 
20d his gleeb, as many honeſt witneſſes cau teſtifie; and the Letter 
was urged and preſſed to be read,not only before,but alſoafter the 
nominating & ſetling all theCommittecs, both that which cencern- 
ed the proceedings of the Commiſſion,and all others. It was not 
- @ particular mans Lettcr, if by a particular man he mean « private 
perſon writing of buſinefles of his own ; but it was rhe Letter of x 
publick ſervant of the Aſſembly, writing of the publick buſineſles 
of the Aſſembly; I mean the Clerk who was by his place bound to 
offer unto the Aflemb.from their Acts & Records what he knew to 
be contributive for clearing of their proceedings , eſpecially in bu- 
finefles of common concernment of theChurch;and this Letter did 
cantain only purpoſe and bufineſle of that nature, and nothing at 
all of private or perſonall concernments : Amongſt other things, 
there was therewith ſent an Extra&t of many Ads of former Al- 
ſemblies extraced out of the Regiſters of the Kirk , contraditing 
the Publick Reſolutions. For the length of the other Papers, they 
were not {0 long, but they might have been rexd in a day or two -- 
Hh 2 ' mo 
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moſt, or if the Atfembly' woald not have rexd then , they might * 
have committed theavis fone of theie thamber iti rxke tection 
if thers was ny thing therein that = contribut to give light ts 
th: Aﬀemblygn th: matter of the Publick Rotations. It is lome- 
what itrange, thar the Adlembly being upon the confideration and 
debate of th-ſc Reſolutions, whether they were agreeable to the 
Wordof God, the ſolemn League and Covenant, the ſolemn en- 
gement to Dattes, andother As aniConltirutions of the Kirk, 
that they (hoald hive refuſed ro cake in confil-ration , or to read 
what was timeocfly off:red to them in the contraty, by their owt 
Clerk; ad it is more itranze, that notwithſtanding of this, they 
willin th: AX wherein they approve" th-f: R:ſolutions Preface 
thus, aft-r duc ex1mination , long and .nuch debate and matiire 
deliberation, but muſt it ( faich/ the Author ) be ſach a crime for 
which the Ailembly waſt be judged null, that ſuch a rgotion was 
ref:rre4 ani deiayed ton more convenient time. _ It was not'#'de- 
lay to # nore colvenienttime, but a delay altogether; 1:t th: Au- 
thor tell us, fh: can, when that convenient time came; 'of whe- 
ther che L-iter was not wholly laid afidz, though not by 4 poſitive 
and formall reſolution, yet waved from Diet ro Dier, ant never 
reed, which is the more confiderable, that the reading of it before 
the Proteſtation being ſo wuch urged an { theProteſtat.on contain- 
ing reaſons ageint the wnlawfulnefſe of the Aſſembly,becauſe of the 
wait of freedeme; yet even after that the Alſemvly went 91, and - 
approvedthe Commitſheners Proceedings, without readiog of that 
L=tter; whatever theAuthor make of it; I doubt all circumſtances 
being conſidered, if ach an inſtance can be given in aay freeA(ſ-m- 
bly, the refaling to read former Aﬀts ant conſtitutions of Aſem- 
blies,and ether things timeounlly offered unto them from rhe ward 
of God, and the Covenant andPublick Papers of the Kirk by their 
own Clerk oat of their ownRegifters for clearing 6f th:Commiſſi- 
ons proceedings which were now in dehate; an if the term of re- 
fuſall pleaſe not chit Author, th Aﬀemvlies procee ling to ratifie 
the precedings of the Commi lion, without reading or taking in 
conſideration theſe things offered unto them by their own Clerk, 
out of the Ward of Gol, and their owa Regilters for ctearing of 
theſe proceedings, no:withitanding that the ſathe was timeonfly 
offered, and earneſtly prefſ:d by many members of the Aﬀemoly, 
and promiſed by the Moderator to be reed; I believe common rea- 
| {on 
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if the judge give ſentence, without hcarmg. what; as.cimeouſly of- 
fered unco hiin out of his 0wn- Ats; aad. the Laws by which he 
is boundto juig-,tor clearing of the cauſe. As tuthat inſtance gi- 
ven oy the: A'thor of s Paper laid atide in. th: Afem"ly 48. or 49: 
The Writer {4i:b, that he is fa far from tememoring it well, that . 
he doth noi remeber tat ail:; feither yet, doth others whole 
memories are better then his; Its ſtrange that th: Author ſhould 
know it for Certain, and .yct {ſhould neither know what Aſſembly 
if was, not what the bulſiefſc was, nor who the perſons were; 
yet becauſe h+ attirmsir for exreain,T Mal not d-ny it,nor (ay that it 
9 untrue, but tifi he'rell us the-part'Gilar circumſfagrize,caſe, and 
make it toappeartharitis a paralcl of the caſe now.in queſtion; T 
think hewil alow 1s not to lay weight uponit. Before he cloſe his 
Anſwer'co this Argument, he labauts.to. Vindicats the Commilsi- 
oners from being Authors of ſmothering a Paper of Sir Archibald 
Twnftons, becauſe ofa Proteftition therein contained , againlt a 
Paper Of theirs,/approvihg what was done by the King and Com-" 
mii tec of Eſtaces 8gainft the Miniſters of Seerline, and tells if the 
Writer men: ſo, it is a wrongfuil landerins of them : Tie Weſ- 
ter hath ſai {nothing thac may import that which the Aiichor cats 
2 fander: Hethinks that it is taliguare.,; hut.l thok he hath more 
infnmated it himſelf, whileſt bei ſ2sh-che Cammilsioners werefar 
from defiring them to be ſmothered, thangh one. or two out of 
tenderreſp/& to his Lordſhip were unwilling that he hols be 
brought to'trouale. Bat was there any thing uw that Proteſtation 
that would have brought hun: in trouble 2 1 thiok. it will not be 
lea iged? why then ſhould that. have ;veen; ſmothered, where 
«ven the reaſon whith is alteadged: to have been the true rea- 
ſon of ſotheting theſe Papers dich fail? V Vhat ground of challenge 
there ws aptiaſt the Commiſsions Paper doth not properly belong 
to this devate, and I ſhil not now meddle much with it,but leave it 
to the Miliſters of Srer/iz whom it;Jdoth concern;yet did ſome,ju- 
dictous aico, even ſome of thoſe of the:C:vill Judicatory to whom 
it was given in; think thar the Commugion ha4 gone too far there- 
in, to Live wound to' the lib:rties ofthe Kirk in theſe things, 
which many worthy faithfull Miniiters of this Kirk have_been 


zcajous to maintain and ſuff;r for; I mean refufingtos ſub KA 
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diate judge thereof; He gives the ſumme of thitPaper in ſome par- 
ticulars: The firlt'is the clearing of the Commircees calling vefore 


them the Miniſters of Srerlin;he ſhould have 1a'd theCommittees 
citing and confiaing of them becauſe. of their Preaching. a- 
gainſtche Publick Reſolstions;and that beforc they were cited and 
ſentenced, by any other Judicatorics of the Kirk; yea before there 
was (by the Authors confeſsjon) any determination of theChurch 
in that pacticular caſe; yea, when there was clear and poſitive de- 
ecrminations of the Church upon theig, fide, and Ads bindi 
them (under the pain of cenſure ) notTo belilent , nor to ſpea 
ambiguouſly,but to bear teſtimony againſt ſuch courſes, which al- 
\ſo by the Oath of God in the Covenant , they were bound to 
reveal and make known. As to that practiſing of the obftru- 
ing of the Leavies, wbich he ſo frequently mentions, he would tell 
what it was beyond the bounds of their. Calling, left his Readers 
think that he would fain have them to believe ſomewhat of theſe 
Miniſt:rs, that did not become the Miniſters of the Goſpel , but 
canilot tell what it is- He faith , that the end why they were 
called;was, That ſome convenient courſe might be taken in rela- 
tion to them,and ſecuring the Garriſon from danger, but hath not 
told us\what that convenient courſe was,or could have been;nei- 
ther (I\thbink)' can he cell us,bur by juſtifying the courſe that was 
taken, that is, the detaining of theſe Miniſters from their charges 
by Confinement- What convenient courſe could the Committee 
of Eſtates take in order to theſe Minifters , in an orderly way for 


preventing any pretended or*apprehended danger that was like | 


to come to the Garriſon by their prezehing, they having now de- 
clared themſelves that they could not , but for the diſcharging of 
their conſcicnces,continue to give warning againſt the (infulnes of 
theſe reſolntions;they could not ſentence them with any Eccleſig- 
ſtick cenſure,& to confincor impriſon upon puiuts of their doctrin 
and Minieſtriall Ca/ling, without any Ecclefiaſtick procefle going 
before in-« Kirk ſettled tu her JuJicatories, Government and Diſci- 
'pline. \[ know not if the Author will jultifie it as orderly, The 
next thing donc'in the Paper was , to vindicete {the Committee 
from the guilt of encroaching on the Liberties of the Church, 
charged upon them by a Proreſtation of theſe Miniſters , which 
(as he alleadges) was of a very high rain. confeſsthat theCom- 
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mittee ', becauſe they were acceffory to what was done, as we 
have ſhewed before; but how they have acquitted themſelves in 
that Vindication,ſhal) not now be infiſted upon , neither yet the 
train of the Protcſtation , which is oo higher then the truth will 
bear; but to mak? up all that Paper, did alſo approve theſe Bre- 
threns Protefting,in fo far as it was proviſionall for the Liberties 
and the exprefle defires that theſe Brethren might be refpeRfully 
nſed as Miniſters of the Goſpel. To which I fhall ſay nothing, 
but leave to theſe'that can have opportunity to read that Paper, 
and then they will be beſt able to judge what that approbation 
was,and what arguinents are uſed in the body of the Paper for 
enforcing the defirc in the Conclufion concerning their uſage. 


VIiNnNDICAT ION. 


He laft eArgument is, that it cannet be a lawfull free 
Aſſembly in Which perſons wnder tryall are admitted 
to fit as judges in the [ame thing for which they are under tryall: 
But the Meeting at St. Andrews and Dundee was ſuch, rhe Con 
wiſrioners therein Were admitted to (it as jndges 1% the ſelf ſame 
things for which they Were under tryal: This 15 abſolutly denyed, 
but theppriter goes about to prove it by the inſtance of ſome parti= 
culari:1.Becanſe the(, ommiſsioners before the approbation of their 
Proceedidgy, did fit as judges of the Preteſtation, a part whereof 
Was,that their Proceedings ſhou!d not be ratified, becauſe they did 
s$nvelve 4 conjunttion With the Malignant party, contrary 10,0fc, 
2. They did al(s before the approbation of their Proceedings judge 
the perſons Who had given it tw, and did give their votes among ft 
others Who of them ſhould be cited in #rder to cenſure. 3. Nay 
the Committee wherein that buſinefſe relating to the Protefation 
and in giving of advice was handled, was for the moſt art of it 
made np of Members of the Commiſcion, Which thing Will be ac- 
hknowledged ve believe (aith he)by indifferent men very unſuicable 
and unconfiſtent Witb the liberty of a free Generall eAſſembly,and 
rhen he addeth, that neither Wonld he have others , nor do they 
themſelvs lay much weight npon this argument, unleſſe tWo points 
of fall upon Which it 5s grounded be found true; Firſt, that the 
Proteſt ation was judged, and the five Members (it is yet queſts- 
auable whether they were Members or not; their i 
being 
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bring controverted, wnleſſe he thinks them eſſentially member;) 
were appointed to be cited before phe app oving of the Commiſ;ion 
of the ink; | Secondly, that the members of the (ammiſrien had 
voice in theſe things, inſinuating , that if theſe matter s of fatt 
be clear, as they Were informed; the eArgument is vated to bat- 
ter down that eAfembly, as not free, and as will, Anſwer : 1t 
i4 true theſe five perſons were appointed, to bs cited before the ap- 
probation of the Proceedings of the Commiſsjon , hut not in re/ati- 
07 to cenſure, abſolutly and peremptorily ; but to an[Wer for 
their deed of Proteſting, and in caſe wy ſhould not juſtifie it, or 
Aaſſe from it to be cenſured; Whether the Proteſtation ut ſelf was 
judged before the approbation of the-Commiſtion , my memory 
ſerveth me nos to ſay poſitively, T ſuppoſe it was, yet let it be clea- 
red by the Minutes of the eAſembly ; but give me leave to ſay it 
hambly,that granting both theſe matters of fait , yet the argu- 
ment will be found by any indifferent judicious man inthe world, 
able to bear little weight, aud in effeft put a meer paralogi/me in 
the whole probation of the Aſſumption, viz. that the (ommiſſie- 
ers did ft Frdges in the very thing in which they were under 1Ty- 
all: For as to the firſt particular , might not the Afembly have 
jndged the Proteſtation before the approbation of the Commyſſion, 
qua jet injucging of it, ner have judged the matter wherein the 
Commiſſioner s were yet under tryall : yea verily they might ; for 
Why? they might as to that part of it, that is alleadg ed in thi; ay- 
gumen,viz.that the Commiſſioners proceedings ſpould not he ra. 
tified, hgve judged that they ſhould go onto try them , and if they 
dd find them right aud agreeable zo the Word of God , and the 
Confliintions of this Kirk in that Caſe to ratifie them; and.] dare 
gaks it upon me , that if they did judge the Proteftation before the 
apprepation of the Commiſſion,they did no other thing in relation 
zogbat particular, NoW to judge that they ſhonla ge on inthe 
try all of the proceeding s of the Commiſſion to approve theme 4s it 
ſroauld be found, as ſaid is, andiejudge in thy thing wherein the 
Commiſion was under tryall, te judze upen the proceedings, Whe- 
ther they, were agreeablegas [aid i5,or notyin themſelves, are net 
the ſame hut very different things , as any that bath half an ee 
may ee and decern ., And did not the Members of the Commi([5i- 
0n.48.judge «ud vote With ethers,that that Aſſembly frould go on 
intrnivg the progcedings,ratific them if they ſhould be fonud right 
an 
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and jet will he not ſay for TE DY it in truth be ſaid, that they 
jnadged and vatedin that thing Whereiwn they Were under tryall:and 
therefore it is evident, the Commiſvioners might (it as Judges of 
the Proteſtation,cven before the approbatioen of their proceedings, 
and yet it no wayes folleowes they did as Jngges inthe ſame thing 
"Wherein they were under tryall, whether the Writer hath reaſoned 
thus looſely on of miſtake, or on purpoſe , 1 cannot tell, I can 
hardly ſuppoſe the former of them,confidering that this Paper evi- 
dences bes no child , if the latter be true, he hath ſure promi= 
ſed bimſelf very undecerning Reader 5,and his carriage is the more 
fexl. To the ſecond, the ( ommuſrioners might alſs have given 
Vote With others,who of the Proteſters ſhonld be cited and judged 
them alſo,and that before the approbation of their oWn proceedings, 
and jet ſo as itcould foloW no ways that theyhad ſitten as judges in 
the /ame,Wherein they were under tryall,i.e:theirown proceedings: 
for why they might have voted With others, they did in ns other 
waner of ways vote in the matter of theſe uy__ citation,but that 
they ſhould be cited 10 an[Wer and be tryed upon the grounds of the 
Proteſtation,and they might alſo With others judge the grounds of 
the Proteflation, and found them not relevant, and thereupon ſen- 
tenced them for proteſting and declining the Generall eAſſembly 
Hpon ſuch grounds , and yet the A ſſenebly might bave found upon 
tryall the proceedings of the Commiſion after Ward Wrong and 
cenſurable Without any contradittion, There is not a ground of 
the Proteſtation, but it might bave been found non-relevant for 
proteſting againſt the Aſſembly, before the try all of the Commiſ- 
fions procee dings, and yet nothing being thereby inoporred more for 
approbation then for condemnation of the proceedings of the Com 
wiſ1ion. As to the third particular the force of it fals to the ground 
Wieh the rwo former , for it containeth no new grounds but only 
4 (eeming aggravation of them,if they might fit in the Aſſembly in 
pleni Curi4,.»d jndge deciſive they might as Well in a (, ommittte 
both deliberative and preparatorie,In theſe matters, Vit. upon the 
Proteſtation and Preteſters , and yet net juage any thing in the 
thing wherein themſelves were under tryall, nor yer done any thing 
therein that could be any prejudice for approving or diſ- appr ovin 
of their own proceedings. Nay, [dare affirm 5t,that neither the Wri- 
ter, nor any that was in the Aſſembly, ſhall be able to inftance,that 
any of the Commiſsioners did judge or vote either in the Aſſembly, 
er any Committee of the Aſrembly, or any Att of it importing e 4. 
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ther formally or by way of conſequence approbation or tontinx.ance 
of their oWn ed 1 ſoall here but adde one Word that any of 
the Commiſſioners vi vote in the Aſcembly in the matter relating 
ro the perſons of the Proteſters, or were on any ( ommittee for that 
prerpoſe* It Was not their prejudice or £0 their advanzage, bur be- 
mg « thing well known, 7 believeto their own conſciences that ſome 
of theſe Commi[rioners were perſons woſt tenderly affctied towards 
them of any,and jo did carry them/elves, NoW [leave it to the 
impartial underſtanding Reader go be judged if this laſt Argu- 
ment againſt the Aſſembly is able ts bear much weight, give is all 
the props the wricer requireth to [uſt am jt. 
Rs V1 Ew. 
He Author in his Anfwerto this Argument, doth not deny 
[ any of theſe two particulars in the matter of fact,the rruth 
whereof was acknowledged as necefiary by the Writer 
for laying weight on the Argument, to wit,:thar the Proteltation 
was ju iged and condemned, and the tive Mcm-ers appointed to 
be cited before the #pproving'of the Commiſſion-Bouk ; and that 
the Members of the Commititon had vote in thuſe chings 5; Bat 
yeelding both, he doth juifie what was done as jult an1 orderly; 
For my part, I wonder of th: Commillſioos modefty,. and of the 
Aﬀemblics w:{dome in it , that needleſly would pur themſclves 
upon thefe rocks, which have fo uncomely a fronticepicce, that I 
dowbt exceedingly. if cither the Author ,, or any wan elſe when 
they have cxcrciſed their ingines ro the urmoſt , ſhall everbe able 
to vindicare it from the appearance of evill,to {ay no more. | Bat 
let us hear his anſwer to the particulars inftanced by the Writer. 
It is truc (faith he) that theſe five Members were appointed to be 
cited, before the approbation of the proceedings of the Commi(ſ- 
fion,bur not in relation to cenſure abſolately and peremptorily ; 
but to anſwer for their deed of proteſting, and in caſc rhey thould 
not Juſtific it,or paſle from it,to be cenſured. To which I re- 
turn firſt; 1. To paſs by the debates that were previous to the 
Citation concerning ſummar Excommunicmion, wherein{ I be- 
Heve ) the Commilsioners fate as Judges as well as others. The 
citation was in relation te cenſure abſolutely, as zppeared not on- 
ly from the tcnor of the fammonds, which hath noſuch caveats 
and proviſors in it;as the Ant hor ſpeaks of,but alſo from this, that 
the Proteltation was judged and condemned to be « a 
| before 
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. _ -before ifluing of the finmonds. ; and therefore the Author hath 
through insdvertence or yorve +Fwoupeny- when he infinuates, 
that there was place left for de or juftibying of their deed 
when' they ſhould compear. It were firange- methad of 
proceeding ,if the Commitsion ſhould firſt condemn cheir deed; 
before hearing of what they had co fay for juſtifying of it,and af- 
terwards Cite them in order to cenfure,yet with this proviſo, that 
they would hear them to juſtifie their deed; and it is little to pur- 
poſe that they mighe paſſe from it , their paſsing from jt did nat 
excem them from cepſure,upleſs it had been ex gr4#:4,nnd by the 
mercy of their Judge ; But upon ſuppolall that the ſummonds 
had not been peremptory for cenſure , what is that to the pur- 
poſe to refute what 1s alleadged by the Writer, that the Commiſ- 
fioners were not Judges of the Proteſters, before the approving of 
their proceedings. Is it not cjaſdem citare & ſententians ferre Þ 
And did not their voice in the citation of the perſons of whatſo- 
ever paeture it was irrefragablyſay, that they'might warrantably be 
Judges of their cenſure. It ſeems the Author ſaw fomwhatof this, 
& therfore afterwards he anſwers,that theCommiſsjoners might 
have given vote with others, who ef the Proteſters ſhould be ei- 
ted, and jadged them alfo ; and that before the approbation of 
their own proceedings,and yet ſo as it could follow in no wayes, 
That they had (itten as Judges in the ſame thing wherein they 
were undertryall, s. e. their own proceedings ; for why ( faith 
he) they might have voted with others , (and they didno other 
manner of way vote in the matter ot theſe perſons Citation ) but 
that they ſhould be cited to anſwer and be tryed npon the grounds 
of the Proteſtation, and found them not relevant, and there 
ſentenced them for proteſting and declining the Generall Aﬀem- 
bly upon (uch grounds , and yet the Afembly might have founa 
upon tryall,the proccedings of the Commillion afterward wrong, 
and cenſur able, without any contradiRion : for why, if we will 
believe the Author,there is not one ground of the Proteſtation, but 
t night have been found not relevant for proteſting againſt the 
Af:mbly,before the tryall of the Commiſſions proceedings, and 
yer nothing been thereby imported, more for approbmion then 
for condemnation of the proceedings of the Commiſſion. To 
theſe things I have anſwered before ; but becauſe the Author-is 
pleafed to repeat them, I ſhall firft offer an argument for proving 
that the Commlzieners by judging of the Proteltatipa, were Judge, 
It 2 of 
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that the condemning of theirProteſtation could not wel ſtand with: 
the condemning of their proceedings. The Firſt Argument is,who 
ſo judges upon-the irrelevancy of the Exceptions -grounded upon 


their own proceedings ; Judges of their own proceedings : But : 
the Commillioners 1a jadging of the Proteſtation, did judge of 


the irrelevancy of Exceptions grounded upon their own procce- 
dings, Ergo. in jadging of the. Proreſtation they judged of their 
own proceedings. The Second Propoſition, 1hope, will not be de- 
nicd, becauſc the Proteſtation coald not be judged irrelevant but 
by judging of the Exceptions propounded againſt the Commillio- 
ners irrelevant, as the Author himſelf d1d formerly acknowledge ; 
and thar theſe Exceptions were grounded upon theſe proceedings 


is manifeit ; the exception of preliiniting of the. Aflembly being 


grounded upon tharr Letter and A ſent toPresbytrics which was 
apart of rheir proceedings ; and the Exception of rheir being ſcan-- 
dalous being grounded upon the publick Reſolutions which was a- 
nother part of their proceedings. The firſt Provoſition ſeeivs to be: 
cleer from-the intimar connexion , that is, ber w:xt the one and the 
other of which the Author himſelf gave a hint before : Bur I prove 
it thus, Who ſo judgeth of the irrelevancy of Exceptions grounded 
on their ewn proceedings muſt find theſe exceptions irrelevant, ci- 
ther becauſe they have no weight in 12 w as not being contrary but 
conſonant to the law, or not as yer being determined by the law, 


or elſe becauſe they are not true, or the truth of them, nor being, 


yer made to appear, but they cannot jndge of a''y of theſe with- 


out judging of their own proceedings, Ergo, &c. The buſineſle- 


ſhall be cleer by applying it to the things in hand ; There is one ex- 
ception proponed in the Afſembly againſt rhe Commiffioners, That 
they are ſcandalous, becauſe of carrying on a courſe of Defetion 
in publick Reſolutions : This exceprion is by the Comwiſsioners 
themſclvs together with the reſtof the Aſſembly judg:d irrelevant; 
now I defire to know wpon what ground, either becauſe ro car- 
ry on ſuch a courſe in the publick Reſolutions is no relevant ground 
to make men ſcandalous ;. and if 1o, cicher becauſe theſe procee- 
dings are not contrary tothe Law, or elſe becauſe they are not yet 
determined in law,; or if they judge it irrel-vant in reference to the 
FaRt, it mult be either becauſe they judge the Fat falſe, or elſe be- 
cauſe they _ it not yet proven ; ſo that take it what way we 
will, it till follows chat they paſſed judgement upon theſe = 

ceedings 
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ecedings after rhat judgment, theſe proceedings are not contrary to 
' the Law: or thus,thele proceedingsare nor yer determined by the 
Ezw. : or thus, theſe proceedings are falſe in fat : or thus, theſe 
procecdings are,not yer proven to be true in fat, and therefore che 
Exception founded upon them is not relevant to look upon the 
-Coinmifsioners as under a ſcanda!, foalio in application to that ex- 
ception proponed againſt them becanſe of the prelimiting of the: 
Aiſcmbly by their Lecter and AR ; That exception is jud.ed t:re- 
levant by them{elves and others, cither becauſe there was no fuch 
Letter and Act tobe found among their proceedings : or becauſe 
ſuch a Lerter andAR did include no prelimitation bur ſuch as agrees 
to law: or elſe becauſe it Is not. yet derermined as to the pointof 
1zw, or not proven as to the matter of fat: and (vo take it what 
way we will, it {Fl includes a judgment upon the proceedings, for 
wh ch they arc under tryal. The Argument which 1 off for 
proving of the ocher Point, is this, Who fo once judges the 
Commillioners proceedings to be conſonant unto,or not to be con- 
demned by rhe Law according to which they ought to be cryed and 
judged, cannot after wards condemn the ſame proceedings, or find 
them wrong : Bur who ſo judges theſe Excepcions proponed a= 
94inſt rheir proceedings to be irrelevant, judges theſe proceedings 
to be conſonant unto,. or not ts be condemned by the law accor- 
ding to which they ought to be judged. Ergo, c.The Firſt Propo- 
fition ſeems clear and undeniable :- The Second is proven, becauſe 
Exceptions that are propoaecd upon matters of fa that are true & 
manifeſt as to the ex:{tence of them,cannot be found irrelevant but 
upon one of theſe two grounds; either bec:uſe theſe Facts are con- 
ſonant to the law, or not condemned by the law,and what is once 
found by the Judge to be conſonant to the law, or not condem- 
ned by the law, cannot be afterwards (unleſs we would make him 
judge contrary judgment) found to be wrong , becauſe what is 
wrong is contrary to the ſaw. The application of the Argument. 
may help the Reader to the clear underſtanding of it, when the 
Commiſſioners with orher Members of the Aſſembly, by Con- 
demaing the Proteſtation, Judges and Coudemns the Exceptions 
contained the' ein a$ irrelevant , they muſt upon ſuppoſal of che 
truth of the Fats which are manifeſt and acknowledged, find 
theſe Exceptions irrelevant, cither becauſe, theſe Fas upon which 
they arc founded, are conſonant to the law by which they are to be 
| judged; 
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ly,or becauſe they arc not condemned therby : If they judge 
them conſonant to the law, they cinot afterwards find them wiong 
by that law, becauſe they bave already by the ſame law found them. 
right; If not condemned,neither can they find them wrongybecauſe 
that were to find them condemned by the law,by which they have 
already found chem not condemned. If it be faid, which for any 
thing my weakneſs reaches, isthe only thing that can with any 
colour be ſaid, That they might tind theſe Facts as to the relevancy 
or irrelevancy of them not copdemned, nor determined by any A& 
of any General Aſſembly, and ſo no grounds of relevant Exception, 
when they were offered unto the Aſſembly, and yer might-afcer- 
wagds find them condemned, by theWord of God,and fo find them 
wrong» I return, 1. That by this Anſwer it is granted, That theſe 
could never be found wrong by any AR of the Aſſembly, which 
then was in being. 2+ That the Commiſſioners and the Aﬀembly 
- When they judged of them in order to the relevancy of the Ex- 
ception founded upon them, did not only negle& to give a judge- 
ment on them according to the juſt and infalible rule,by which they 
are bound in the firſt place, and by their oath, to ſquare all their 
proceedings, to wit, the Word of God ; bur alſo gave a judgment 
of them contrary to the Word of God, to wit, That they were 
not relevant grounds of Exceptions, which is a judgment contrary 
to the Word, becauſe the things being in themſelves wrong 
the Word, cannot but be relevant grounds of Exception. If it 

be faid, That all that they judged was that it was not yet manifeſt 
by the Word that they were relevant grounds of Exception ; That 
ſtiliis but a poor ſhift to defend an il] Cauſe , becauſe this follows, 
That they did condemn them, before they knew whither the Word 
of God did condemn them, or approve them : and this is indeed 
ro my underſtanding the up-ſhot of the buſineſs, That ic muſt ej- 
ther be yeelded-that the condemning of theſe Exceptions, was the 
. approving of theſe proceedings, or clſc that men in condemning of 
them, went on blindly, not knowing whether they did therin judge 
according to the Word of Godor againſt it ; Becauſe what I have 
already faid, doth clecr and take in what is material and of conſe- 
quence to this buſineſſe : Therefore I ſhall be the ſhorter apo his 
Anſivers tothe other two Particulars mentioned by the Writer : 


He doth nor deny , but the Proteſtatian was judged before the ap- 
| pro- 
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probation of the Commiſſioners proceedings : and ſurely 
was no handſome work, not only becauſe the Commiſzioners fate - 
as Judges ro condemn the Exceptions propounded againſt them- 
ſelves: bur alſo becauſe a pa't of the Proteſtation was that the 

Commiltioncrs proceedings ſhould ror be spproven as involving 2 
conjunRtionwith che malignant pirty.&c. And it is ſomwhatſtra 
that they ſhould condemn a Proreſtation agaioft the approving + 
theſrReſolutiors before they find theſeRetojutions approvable:& 
thar che men who were nnder tryal in order to theſe Reſolutions, 
ſhould fir as Judges, in condemning # Proteſtation againſt rhe ap» 
proving of them. The Author thinks, that the Argument will be 
found by any ind :ff-rent judicious menin the World, to bear little 
weight, and to be a mcer Paralogiſin in the whole probation of the 
aflumprion ; to wir, That the Commiſſioners did fir as Judges in 
the very thing for-which chey were under tryal: I hope before this 
rime judicious men may ſee ſomething in it that will bear weight, 
and that there is no Paralogiſm in the probation of the aſſumprion. 
The firſt part of hi+ Anſwer to the Firſt Particular,'s 4 poſſe ad ee, 
that the Afiemvly might have done ſo, therefore they did ſo; that 
the Aſſembly might have judged the Proteſtarion before the appro- 
bation of the Commi:tion : and yet in judging of it, not judged 
the matter whereof the Commiitioners were yet under tryal : 
yea, verily they might (faith he ) for why they might as to that 
part of it which is alieadged in this Argument, viz.That the Com- 
miſſioners proceedings ſhould not be 1atified, have judged that they 
ſhould go onto try them,and if they did find them right and agree- 
able ro the Word of God and Conltutions in this K:rk,in that caſe 
toratfy chem; wherher they mighrhave done this is not now the 
Debare : It ſeems by what is ſaid , That they conld not have done 
it, but he dare taker on him, Thar if they 4id judge the Proreſta- 
tion, before the approbation of the Commiſion, they did no other 
thing in relation to that-particular : Now ſaith he,that they ſhould 
o on in the tryal of the Commiſſions to approve them if 1t ſhould 
be found as ſaid is, and to judge in the thing wheria the Commits 
fion was under tryal, &c. are not the fame, bur very differenc 
things, as any man thac hath half an eye may ce and diicern. This 
ſeems to ſuppoſe rhat when the Aflembly did firſt condemn the 
Proteſtation, they did not condemn it all, bur only a part of it, to 
wit, That part that was againſt the lawfulnels and — Fo th< 
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Aﬀectnbly, leaving a reſerve for the other part, againlt the ratifying 
of the-Commiſſions proteedings, until theſe proceedings ſhould be 
tryed: bur I cannot take this for granted, until he verify it by the 
A&ir ſelf, which doth condem the Proteſtation, whereof I'doubt 
exceedingly if it do contain any ſuch limitation ; if ir had, it is like 
that he would have told us diretly of-ir, but upon ſuppoſal that 
it did, yet that doth not rake off the ditficulty , nor Anſwer the 
Argument,becauſe as we have already ſhewen,the Comillioners,by 
ling the relevancy of the exception proponed againſt themſelves 
(which they judged of, when they condemned the firſt part of the 
Proteſtation againſt the lawfulnes 8 freedom of the-Aflemb. )they 
judged their own proceedings, wherof no ſuch inſtance can be given 
either inthe 48.0r any other lawful free Aſſem.of this Kirk, As to 
that of the 48.we have often ſhewed that in al that buſines. he goes 
upon miſtakes, to wit, That the Parliament did excepr againſt ſuck 
Members of the Aſſembly as yvere Members of the Comillion. As 
to his judgment of che Writers reaſoning, it is ſach as doth make 
it appear, that he'had rather chuſe to allory to him the teſtimony of 
ſome ability, then not to faſten the imputation of a foul miſcarri- 
age upon him ; For he ſaith he cannot tell whether che VVriter 
hath reaſoned this loofly out of miſtake, or of purpoſe ; he can 
hardly ſuppoſe the former,confidering this Paper evidences that he 
is no Child : If the latter be true, he hath ſurely promiſed himſelf 
very undecerning Readers, and his carriage is the more foul. It 
ſeems the Authors judgement of the Writer towards the end 
- of his Vindication differs a little from what it was of him not far 
from the begining of it, or elſc he ſpeaks of him ſo as may contri- 
bure moſt for making him contemprtible. There he brings him in 
as one that in the pening of his Paper mult have the help of others, 
for the School and for theLaw of it, that he may be looked upon as 
a weak man, and here he ſtiles him as one that is no Child, that he 
may be looked upon as a Sophiſter : But I beleeve the Writer will 
rather chuſe rather to be accompred weak, then wicked ; rather a 
Child,then a Deceiver ; and he hath upon chis accompt, and upon 
the accompt of his own inocency in this particular;warranted me to 
tell che Auchor, and all others who reads theſe Debates, That if in 
the proof of the 99:»s7 of this Argument (that the Commiſſioners 
ſat as Judges in their own proceedings) he hath reaſoned loolly, he 
hath the teſtimony of his own conſcience bearing witneſs to his in- 
tegrity 
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oe mri 3 racer -ontof miſtakegade 
awilfyllybutin fimplicity ;- and withal, ehathe is to far-fronybeing 
convinced of ary-miltake in this, by-aoy thing that is yet -taid, that 
he is more and more cleared and confirmed thatthey did fGitas Jud- 
pes irs their own procecdings;for which they: were under rial, not- 
withſtanding of any thing that is ſad by the :Aurhor for clearing of 
-them/;* bur 6f this I leave'the judgmentitorhe Readers. Asito the 
third-particular,l acknowledge; that if. the orher two had been'iſa- 
tisfyingly anſwered, rhe force of twould have fallen to che ground, 
it being indeed but-an aggravation of theo former ;-yer ſuch an ag» 
gravation as adds -tiot a lirtleweightto it; for all men-know what 
iyffuerce theepreparations and dehbexations -of Commirtees have 
upon the ſudicatories, whoſ« Eorymirtees they are-'But cheſe two 
particulars being cſtabliſhed;ard+*rbeing\ eve (as it isnor denied by 
the Author himſelf ) that the Committee wherein the Prorcſtati- 
on, an&that which concerned the citing of the Proteſters was han- 
died, was for moſt part matſe up of chefe, - who had been Mcmbers 
of the Commiſſion ; no'queſtion they hatirall this buſineſsa great 
influence upon the determination of the'Afſembly, and did* bring 'a 
prejudice to the judgment ,relating to their own proceedings, --yea 
did that,that did involve'arapprobation of their proceedings,at leaſt 
a judgment that they could not be condemned or found irrelevant; 
and cherefors the *Authordar t$10 #therv'too much, when he ſaith, 
Fhat he dare affirm ir'thar neither the: Writer: nor ary that'werein 
the Aﬀewbly thall inftance, thar the Commiſſioners did fitand-yote 
either in the Aﬀſembly,or in any Committee of the Aflembly,or any 
AR of it importing either formally, or by way of conſequence, ap- 
probation or condemnation of their owit *proceedings ; \we having 


. made the contraty to appear, what was the carriage of rhe*Come 


UMI 


miſſtoners 3n theſe things that palt inthe Aferwbly towards the 
Proteſters, whether their yoting and Judging in that matrer was 
to their prejudice ordiſadvancage ; if he mean in order to cenſure 
I doinot knovy, . as .neycr ha AEREET opportunity ro be-perfect- 
ly iformed aboutit ; T'do indeed beteeve that ſome of the Com- 
milfioncrs were_tender, as to the watter of ceatures, both .in-re« 
gard of rhe *<thſhre., and of the number of 'perfons who 
were to be picked out for cenſure ; But to ſay nothing that 
aft 'of chem were. nor;ſo,,\ and for any thing T "know none of 
them were free of laying the ground -q their ccnfure 1b; -#. of 
K 


con=* 


- 


MEE Te #4 bc | AIDE, 3-1-8 ; 6 5 HI YI OO ED Out OE EE EOS II 
s : . . _ $65 & 
£ — % 
3 ” 
pe "41 \ Sy 
( 7 . ; 5. 
> , 

© 5 
py 


6 


ho 


Foy 


. OVAE | wy 6. s is En STS CH yy OSS oy; b "ge ” Edd tb oaks . SO ! — 2.5 Do "IM b 
condemning the Proteſtation, and declaring it-to. be: genfarable, 
condemning th and. « t,t; de: genfarable,, 


16 doth not contribute any ching, for an{wering- of, ;the ithingthar 
-was objeed, that is; chat they were admitted to litias Judpes of 
their own proceedings, for which they were under trial ; and ther- 
fore notwithltanding this, 6r'any thing chat is. ſaid co-;the; Argu- 
ment, it till hath-weighit againſt che Aſſembly,of which I am coa- 
eEnt that all impartial /underſtanding Readers ſhould judge : Idoin 
reference'ts this Argiumerir, and the Argument of pre-limitariog, 
and that of the rejetingbf'the-Exceptions propounded againſt the 
Commiſfioners cloſe with the'words of theſe Divines and Lawyers 
in their Greivances againſt the-Councel'gf Trent, 2 nalc vere bes 
Cencilinns futurum fit,aut quid tandem libers Concilie mile ba- 
birurum, 11 que litig utorum altera pars, quidem rea, cum cou- 
ſortibus codems judicts per ſonam judicu queg, fibs ſumir, & julli- 
cii-adſeſores' [ub arbitratu deligit , judicinmg, pro ſua libidine 
conſtutuit,querciam & accu[arionem nullam audire vult; Ims ac» 
cuſatores inaudita cauſa, & prinſquam judicii compareant, proe 
tinm dawnet 1d;(injuanm) jwdicium quid judicij fumule babiturym 
fit facile cus vid fine longiore commemeratione noſtra cftimare pe« 
| VINDI1CA.T.10 N... | 
| Nd now upen all that hath been {aia,' lit every. one. jndge in 

.#he fear and ht of 'Ged, Whether or ,no all the Ns 
tained in the Sona it ſelf, or in the latter Papers, be relg« 
vant grounds te proteſt ag ainſt,or nullifie the late Aſſembly as nn« 
Free and unlawful inthe Conſtitution and manner of. proceeding 
therin:or 5f in the Conſtitution or manner af proceder therin there 
was ſuch encreachments upon the liberty & freedem of Aſſemblies 
ar Which the Writer boldly affirms in anſwer 10 his firſt general 
Objettion formed againſt himſelf, as deflroged almoſt all the E[« 
ſentials of an Aſſemblies freedom in Elettian, Voting, &c. or ſuch 
incroachments, as moved the Aſſembly. 38. to judge null the pre- 
tended Aſſemblies condemned therein, or 5f the Arguments brought 
Againſt rhe late Aſſembly be 44 ſtrong 4s any. brought againſt 
tf : both which the Writer affixws tos bolaly, ihidem, bur pus 
their trial over upen the Reader, wherein. 1 think be did wiſcly, 
for 1. am perſwaded bad. he raken the pains to. make a particular 
paralel faithfully comparing the one, With the other, he ſbould cxg- 
| _ #onily 
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agdinſt the Aſſe mbly, /o we have been #t 4/itrle pains, according 
1: hhiy; dafore, to-taks 8: view of the Re/op brong ve againſt bes 
eAfimblics, and ſpall alſo be at the pains 9 [er | 
here, that the Reader of the Vindication (Who it may be hath not 
the Afts of that Aſſembly at hand) may conſcer then; as 1. Lith- 
201y 1'6@6. but ſeven dajes z Aberdeen 1606. but 20.dayes before, 
Perth 1608:but 20 fdayes beforegcontr ary toclear & exproſeLow, 
gud uapep the abſence of many Commyſſiotiers. 2 Commiſſioners 
from Precbyteries not elefted, but enjoyned co.come by the Kings 
.on. Biſhops Letters, or both Lirhgow-1606. firſt & ſecond; Glaſe 
gow 1619, firſt Seſſion. 3. Many voters, 4 7ndgesr baving ns 
Commiſſion from the, Kirk, Lithgow 1698. evly 22. men,Officers 
ef. Srate,Connſellers, Barrons andBilbops ; Glaligoaw 1610+ 30« 
Naeblewen and Barrons, (beſide the pretended Biſhops. Aberdeen 
I616»235.Noblewen & Gen;lemen, Perth 1618.19 Noblemen and 
FBarress: 1 1 Brſbops. 4 Many Superuumerary Commiſſioners for 
Prechyeries, Burroughs in [undies of them.y T, hreatning of Com- 
wsſſioners 16 vere 4s the King wenl1,Glaſgow 1610 3 Perthi618, 
Wh theWwraths f Azthority, [mpri/onment, Banſhment Depriva- 
tion of Minifter s,utter ſubverſion of the Eſtate; yea,that Whether 
reaſoning or number of vates foould carry the matter. Bribing of 
Comme + lag Glaſgow 1610. 35,7 n8 elefiion of a Mederagor, 
but ufurpaiion of that place by the Brſheps, Aberdeen 1616, Reeſc1 
Perth 1618. 2.8. Ne Ruling Elders ſent from Precbyteries, Glaſ- 
gow;1610:Reaſow firft, 9, Grounds of proceeding 1n voting not in 
the Word of God, Confeſſion of Puith, Atts of the Aſremblues: but 
the Kings Command: Perth 1618. Reaſon 9, Now Reader corps 
pare theſe With what hath been [aid in the Examination of them, 
and jugde hou impartially,if no ftrenger Argument, was brought 
for the nullity of theſe pretendede A,ſemblies then this Writer bath 
brought againſt this. 
| Raw 18K W. 


"T,is indeed fit that in a matzer of ſuch conſequence , ,men apply 
.themſclvs ſeriouſly to ſearch out the crurh,and to judge there- 

of in che fear and fight of God ; and theretore- withour oppolin 
confidence to confidence, I leave mea io to do upon all that Hey 
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raſhneſs of is Afſertion.e As Wwe have cleared the Reaſons brought 
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beer ſaid; and'thento'give ſemence* wherher the Rexſons.conmil 
wed in theProreftarion?, and it! ehelarter Papers; .be noo-retevane 
gounds,'to proteſtapainſt & ro nullify the'lace Alſembly-as unfres 
andunlzwfutin the Coriftitution' &marther of: proceeting'; &who- 
therthe Wrirer had norireaſon t6 affirm,  rhatirliere was ſuchira+ 
croachments ups:r the Conſticerion thereof? andÞ right manacr:of 
proceeding tlierein}, -av did deftroy' almoſt alfthe efſentialrequiſtes. 
of a free Aﬀembly ;* freedom of 'Biection; free Voting; frevacrels- 
ad recels; free hearing* of whit was? offered for® light; immpareial 
bratioganddifeuſſing of Bxceprions againſt Conſtitient'Miembers; 
admitting of Prezbycries; who were under tria), to ſit as Judges 
upott-parriculars relating? ro themſelves: and'whertier: thicre'was 
not ſach'encroachments as moved the Aſſembly. 38: becauſe of he. 
like ro\judge ſeveral of the former Aﬀemblicsco'bemull + or  whe- 
thicr ſtronger Reaſons are broughit for nullifying aty” of thefepre» 
tended Attemblicyrhen'of this. The Author thinks clicſero'be too- 
bold Afrtions in the Writer : bur I hope they are normore bold 
then true ; and viri2as now gquerit anguier, Thitithe' Writer did 
not make any particularparateÞ of rhe'Reaſbas of 'the 'nultiey -of- 
this Afſtembly,with the Reaſons of cthe-nuBity of chi ſcAfetabliesj 
wis upon no ſuch politick principle as the Authorjoſinuats, ro wit, 
The ftar of wrongmg Irs credie, or the diſcovering of the rallineſs >. 
of his Aſfertion'; bur to ſpare (as | concave he rhoughr) needleſs 
pains, the Acts of the Atſembly being ſo'common, and theparalel 
being ſo cafie to every Reader of ordigary capacity-and'underftan- 
ditip :' and if it was @ fault in the V Vriter, nor ro'make#particu-* 
Hr paralel, faithfully comparing the one with che orher;andweigh-= 
ins Reaſon with Reaſon ; the Atithor carr much lefs be: blameleſs 
who ſeetris to undercake it, and yer doth iirile as ro the perforin- 
ing of it, only he makes a thort recypictilation of the Reaſons of - 
the nullity of theſe Aſſemblies, and leaves che Reader to make rhe. 
paralel & compariſon;and in this, what hath he done more then the 
Writer ? except chat he hath been at the pains to make ſome eom- 

of theſeReaſons, which are inore clearly ſet down in the prin» - 
te> Ads that are common. Jt is to be marked, that it js- nor af- 
ſereed by the VVritcr;: thac all the Reaſons br for anulling 
ently; bu one of thiefe Aﬀſemblies, are quadrant ro: this Aft 


ſembly ; bur rhac there is none of theſe Afſemblics, for che rullifys 
ing of which ſtronger rcaſons are brought, and rhicrefore rhough 
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ſome. places hindrod che Eloctions,and in others -hindted aheiComs: 
mifltonerefrom:comingi The ſecondiss want /of froedumin the- 
KiadboavfCommilsienersin: Breebyterics, berauſe of Lertorsifrom: 
the-King:andhche-Þrelars,; requiring edenveo fughcang-luch.. 
Towhiuli was cqueyalentin this/Aifkmbly,zbe pre-limniogiofBle» 
Awns of theirfroedom by.che Letter and Act of the Commillion, . 
excladugallthoſcwha: were oppolit:to-the Pablick Refolucions- 
The third is, | chc-admutiog manyito voicein the Aillemblies , who: 
hadind Gallinginor Commiſion to rodo';' to which: is cquivaleng 
inchis Ailkmoly, :theiadm-ering ch: Commiſcioners 2d! ATC; N@C-. 
with(tanding of juſt Exceptions proponedlagaiaft chem; before'che:; 
difowitingot: cheſe:Lxcrptions,. and-che admitting rhem 2o-voiccin-- 
"hedifcatting ofchoam>, The fourch: is, the wanat- of freedom_in- 
voicing; becauſe ofthrearmagvunder aw icfh.paras.chen rhe wrach 
of Fuchocicy, linpeiſommenr, ; deprivatioaof Miniſters, &c:/' To 
whchwas equivalent inchis Afeinbly; the Kings herrery, andthe 
Comunilioners Speech, with the previous warnings, Remoaſtran» 
ces, Lereers and/Acts of thi: Commiſion charaQevizingithoſe who 
wereagainſt Public Reſolutions as Malignangs: ,- and appointi 
them to be cenſured, aad ſtirring up .the Civil Magiſtrace - a 
then, rogether with the Acts of Parliament made a gn 21ſt ſuch, 
which As did involve-:nore and more-cerrainly againſt the oppo- 
ſers of Publick Reſolutious then any of theſe th: earnings could do, 
becaufe there was no Law;as yer, for ex:cating of chem. The fifth 
is, the practifing ſome of the Articl:s concluded in theſe Atlemblies: 
before the Aſembly it ſelf, notwithſtandiag- that theſe Articles -- 
were formerly: coadewne & the Church, 'by which: chcic. Voices 
Were - 
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ned by che Church, and- therefore they ſhould have 'bren: ſeclys: 
ded from'voitmge'' To which in' this Affembly is equivalent; rhe. 
ping rh RP EBO ions by many Members of the Aﬀem-« 
ly before cheAflembly topelded the are, notwithitanding'they: 
wero before thavtimeciearly condemned: by the Ehyrch4 1 date: 
ſaj/as clearly ar everkneeling at the Communion, or feaſtval-daics, 
were condemned by this Church, before the Affembly did conclude: 
thenieo be practiſed;' Thefixth is, /the liaiiting of Commiſcioners! 
of ahcir powerigdComtniſsion' giver apeotthemby-their Presbys: 
ies; which was atſo dogenpen'the matrer by Presbytrics, ſending: 
Conimilvogersto this Aﬀembly 2'i/For! beſides that inany Presby-- 
trics,,/inobcdicace to.the Letrer and At of che Commiſsion., did: 
chuſe none but ſach as was for the-Publick Reſolutions: paſling by 
all fach as were -agamſt©rhem 2 ſo-ſome- Presbyxries did.exprefly: 
diſcharge fome who were choſen becuaſe they were oppolir toithe: 
Publick Reſs'utions ;-of which I-have given two clear inftances” 
already, one in the Presbytry of the Adearnes 'who did by x) Lets" 
ter intimate the Ilord 4rburrhbner' ( whom they had choſen tobe. 
Ruling Elder:to the General A f he had any itfira-! 
tion-r {cruple:to declare hiniſelf ſatisfied with che:Publick Reſi-i 
lutions, they.hchoved to make choige of another: . Anothict.in the . 
Presbytcry of K5rkelay diſcharging-the Ruling: Elder choſen for: 
the Town of Bur»1t-{ſland, upon the-accompe of his being oppoſit 
tOthe Publick Reſolutions. Beſides theſe Reaſons, there be alſo 
others mentioned andccleared, in the Pebate that contribuce- for. 
proving the nullity vfthis-Aflembly ; . and when all theſe ate pur 
together, L:belceve.ir-ſball nor be found chat there.were moe, or 
more material Reaſons brought by. the Aſſembly at G/a/gew, for 
nullifying- of any of theſe'6.pretended Afſemblics,rhen Bp. Bm 
for nullifying of this; and therefore the Writer. hath done no- 
wrong to hig credir,nor ſhown bimſelf raſh in affirming;(o. ..; ; - -; 
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Fter all theſe Arguments brought to nullifie the late 4{Jembly theIWris.. 
A ter b fon ereralOheSinn againſt their - «4 Hi perf - 
= Aſſe Bly Formed at bis own pledſire,and Anſwereth them, He nerd-- 
ed not been at this pp #.1 Jenbt not, honeſt and underſtanding men ns | 
in time convenient; wHl repreſent Reaſons enough acainſt it. themſelves, 
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F+ He Author is pleaſed hacdſomly to'wave ths anſwer broughe 
- by che, Weixer toitheſe 6bjeftions, 'though'toia riy/of cthem-be 
k to.the, urpoſe : He brings forhis pre oh as che Tfoandh 
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nels of ix. {a5 he calls it.) When'Lread theſe things, ther of Pie- 
14 2. Saw. 16-12 when much: like imputations were caft up A 
kim ,' ocourted;upto:me; not that! T' mean to-compare the Author 
© Five; though yer+b with he had been more modelt in. "theſe 
things ; "burdefites*lic Procelters igbe comforted in their own.in- 
Toon vg ear ne han anther 

remember at whar agime veit.in; from 
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hurch of Scotland, doth indeed affi&t them and 
wound their hearts as often as they rethember of it ; But in the in- 
giving of the Proteſtation they have peace, as having done their 
hee hog me cottentment and inful- 
paler Fpeeeh -ar (tho very cireuthſtance of 
thandinore theme orvany others Thall e- 


agrod,orfiriticayijol gomndto ateidge't He 


fecioully npon a Proteſtation then otherwiſe they would haye done 


at in kaulcie and forms, aid wayes of proceeding in J udicatures, 
when their proccedings for the macter are tigtit, which yet may be 
juſtly cenſurable in themſelves, and which orhiefs may be ſtirred | 
up.t0 take notice of by rhings relating to the matrer : Bur that the | 
apprehenſion of the Afſemblies approving,of the proceedings of the I 
Commiſſion did make them hazard upon'a Proteſtation4gaidſt rhe | 
Aſſembly, upon ſuch grounds as to their conſciences werenot 
weighty and relevant, 1 will affure him is a9 untruth ; xhey were 
convinced in-their conſciences before the giving in of chat Proteſta- 
tion, that theſe grounds were relevint, aud their light and convi- 
Aion is from day to day more. and more encreaſed in this thing, al 
e 


beitit was,and is unto them a NT of preat ſadneſs ro [ee he 
r ; 
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| | (266) ; 
ral Aſembly of the Kirk.of gh26e) corrupted in the Conſtitution © 
and a&ings of it, yet they did, and do look upon.it as a wonderful 
providence of God;that as all che former Afſemblies thar carried on 
courſes of defection in this Church, were alſo corrupt in theirCon- 
ficucion.; So this Aſſembly which did ratifie the Pablick:Reſoluti- 
ons that do invo:vea courſe of deteQtion, & make ſundry. dangerous 
and deſtructive Ads, was, as to the Conſtirution of it, unfree and 
uolawfu), and therefore no Aflembly ar all. As to the other part of 
the Queſtion, That it was the occaiion of rhat dayes event_that 
moved them to give in that Proteſtation, more then the conſcience 
of any weight 6 p2 grounds whereon it was buile. He thar is 
the ſearcher of hearts knows that ic was Hort ſo, and that that 
dayes event had no influence at all upon the Proteſters in giving in 
of that Proteſtation, otherwiſe then that the dayes event occaſi- 
oning the adjournment of the Alembly from Sr. Andrews did oc- 
caſion the giving-in of that Proreſtzrion before their riſing, leſt 
there ſhould not be. another opportunity. And to make it to ap- 
pear-that it was not the occafion of that daies event that moved 
them to giveirin, I deſire theſe particulars to be taken notice of: 
I That it was re{olved upon and ſubſcribed 48. hours before there 
was any report of that daies event at St. Andrews ; it was ſubſcri- 
bed upon the Friday,and the report of that event caine nor till Sun- 
day at night late. 2. When'it was ſubſcribed,it was carneſtly preft 
7 ſome; that it might preſently after the ſubſcribing thereof, or 
next day without farther delay be given in to the Aﬀembly : 
and upan this very reaſon among others, leſt if our Forces ſhould 
be defeated, before the in-giving of it, it might open the mouths of 
ſome to ſayachat which is now ſpoken by the Auchor. Tfir be afſ- 
ked, Why it was then delaied 2 The rea!on was,becauſe ſome was 
abſcat who had.becn upon the debate of it, and were like to ſub- 
ſcribe it ; therefore it was reſolved, that it ſhould be delay- 
ed until Monday , till chey might be preſent to put to their 
hands, and that on that day without further delay,it ſhould be gi- 
ven-in without reſpe.to any. events, yet ſo, as if that the Aﬀer- 
bly ſhould be adjourned before that time, of which there was 2 
conſtant rumor becauſe of the fear of the approach of a Party of 
the Eng, that it ſhould be given ia at the time of the adjour- 
ning the Aſſembly, and accordingly ſome of the number were na- 
—_ to Waite on and to do jt upon that exigent. The things we 
| the 
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- the Author brings for veriind his alleadgances' are ſoon- Anſwe- 
xed., The preiling to adjourn the Aﬀſembly upon: that ground'thar 
there was ſuch differences about -chefe proceedings, was becauſe 
tbey did rather incline toiſtrain themſelves 'to* che' urmoſt. -arid 'to 
except of: any tolerable remedy, then that the-Aiſembly ſhould go 
cn to.ratific a-cqurſe of Defection, and to lay # foundation of |bea-. 
ring down oppeſcrs of publick Reſolutions, by making At for 
- cenſuring of. chem, asafrerwards they did: 'yet ſo," thar if the 0 
vetture of adjournment had been hearkned to,they would not have 
been ſatisfied, but with ſuch provitiens as might have been remedy 
at leaſt for the future, for preventing ſuch things as were wrong in 
the Conſtitution,and might have gived ſome probable hope of right 
compoſing of Differences : Thar till that day ſome of themſelves 
did fit and vote in it, as one Aflembly lawfullyC onſtituted,is an al- 
leadgance without a bottom. They did mdecd fit and vote in it ſe- 
veral dayes, but with a Proteſtation oftentimes renewed both be 
fore and after the chuſing of the Moderator to be heard upon the 
Conſticution of the Aſſembly withour fatisfaQion, in which they 
could not acknowledge the Aſſembly.And the reafon why they did 
fit and vete till che day ot Jnerkeirbing , was that which T' have 
told already, becauſe rhey were loathto uſe the laſt remedy, till 
there was no hope, That any other could be effcQual to bring things 
to any tolerable condition : the Author canner but remember that 
there way Conference both upon the Thurſday, * ard vpon the Fri- 
day, -betwixt ſome of the Commiſſtoners arid ſome'of the Proc» 
ſters in order to a good underſtanding, and ſome right way of com- 
poling Differences,and preventing of furcherDiviſions,and of a wi- 
der breach ;. and how cond bead earneſtly ſome did with tears 
preſs the Commiſttoners, that they would 'be inſtramental to get 
the Aſlembly adjourned, and how peremptorily elhiey did refuſe, ſo 
much avonce toiſpeak init. Their fa/vo in the Aﬀermbly was alfo 
ſatvo enovgh for them to be in Committees : and for their voting 
in the adjournment. I have told upon whar ground they did it, it 
doth. bur at the urmoſt ſay, that they did ſtrain themſelves to the 
ntmolt, and:farther then otherwiſe conld have been convenient,un+ 
till neceſſity forced them to uſe- the Jaſt remedy of Proreſting't 
From all which'it may appear,' notwithſtanding of 'any thing ſaid 
by the Author tothe contrary, That” it was the conſcience of the 
weighe of the grounds GEO was built,and not that now 
S: isall 
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by the Author that moved rheſfe mea to proteſt agtinſt be. <3 
the Aflembly : The Auchor is a-vcry bold agd uacharirable Cog. 

ſurer of the Proteſters, noc only as to the-matter of their ations, 

bur as to the motives and iaducements of their aciags.' 'In the be. 

ginning of his Vindication, he hath holden forch ſome of 2s 

ating upon Byalled and Seifinterſt, and as bclying all rheic great 
Profeilions, of reſpect to the Government of this Kirk by cheir A- 

Rions, Now in the dloſe of it,heholdeth fexth all of chem as men 

voidoof conſcience in this particular.and ating upon other grounds,” 
notwithſtanding of their precending © Conſcience ; I th 

that whatever had bcen his Opinion of ſoine of chem, yet that be 

had had a bettcr and mereHonorable eſtimation of others of them. 


VINDICATION. 


Shall is the next place ſpeak a Word co une or two paſſuge? con2 
tained 5n the groomed Objetens, becanſe in the one the Writer 
pretentls to hold forth a new argumen; againft the lawfulneſſe of 
the Aſſembly, in the ether through rhe fpdes of it; be ſÞrikes at the 
Aſerably of Glaigow $38. ir folft The former in the anſwer ro he 
fecond Objettion is this, eAVbeit abere were nothing relating to the 
beint of formeun.to theConſtiiution and manner of proceder of the 
bly, yet ſeomrconceive, and With mach appearance of rew'oun 
thet an Aﬀſembly procteding Wrong ,upen matters 15 null, becanſe 
Kirk "BM {rs _ 2 deftrnttion, bu ral their 
pober 5s 19 Edification, and all potter. Commi(tioners of a Gu- 
nerall Aſſembly bave, it 6s by Commiſitans from Prerhyteries 
which Commiſ:5on-lonwiteth chens to the Word of God, the Cove- 
nast anll «Att: of former Aſſemblies, and therefore in _/o far as 
they de any thing contrary ts theje, info. fer they may be dechined 
PY * Dares ns power for deing any /uch thing, Which farm fer 4 
new argument, not before aileadged for declining the Afjems- 
bly, becauſe in the moſt of all the materials of rherr procecdings 
they preceed contrary to the truſt commutted ve them by Precby« 
teries. Anſwer: We rare net noW di/puting about rhe right or 
wrong of particular-Atts and Conſtitutions of the eAfemlic; 
the Writer davb but affirm they are \vrong, and this [aying is not 
to be holaen for fententia lata, nor 15 64-4an Oracle ,; bus no/the pro- 
fent mazier:. 1, Suppeſing as the Writer doth, and ys we 
NIEL” > &n 3 ___ 
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have in What goes before made a more clear ſuppoſition, nothing 


could be allcadget'in the poins of forme, that Which indeed here 
mekerth ets ap" juftifying 'tbe deed of ve Proteſters who Pro- 
tefted ag ainft the” lawfulveſſs' of 'the Aſſembly, when. a; it had not 
conve T0 ay of rheſe Proceedings Which the VVriter atleadgeths to be 
wrong 5n the matter, rhu ſure I am canner be juſtifiable. But ſes 
contly if che W iter by theſe ſome,vbo conceive, as be ſaith, meanerh 
any ſome OrrhodexWri ters, it bad -been fit he had named them and 
cited choir words analWriting c wherein they expreſs rbat conception, 
thas we wi ores heve bal confiter ation of thens 2 If he avon ſome of 
themſelves, their Author ity- cannot bave weight 5n this marcer, 
being but a party without authority, ſpeaking 5n their own canſe, 
and for their own advantage, but for the thing it ſelf which ts af= 
ſoreed here, that an Aſſembly egainff which nothing: can be at» 
leadged iu the pejrt of forme, to wit, in the Conftoturion of 64, for. 
its maniver of Proceeding is a nutl « ffſembly. 1. Accordieg to the 
Bareof rhe queſtionsn hand, a not having the being of an «A/rens- 
bly, \bue po be holden amerr meeting deftitute of Authorizy,becauſe 
proveeding wrong in the mater, id eſt, making ſome wrong As, 
159% my weak judgement a moſt dangerons and irrationall conce 
tow," Foonfe[3 indeed that d Gen, eAfcembly 15 nat 4Judicatory 
#hfolwriy four eign,the/s Conſtirntion is to be imbraced is 
bers iridntthod authority as Papiſts make theirCouncels tobe, but 
Miniſterial ſubordinate wnte,and limited by a rule,aund net nnfal- 
libte,' and therefore that inferior fudicareorice, and private Chri= 
Finns al(& muſt make u(t of the yudgement of diſcretion ts compare 
Aaprer Seer with the rule; and are not thlieged to receive 
them 5f they be contrary 10, or diſoontient from the rule; but eo 


ſoy that werWithſftanding it be” conſtirnte ſo as nething 5 wanting 


07 amiſs .as to the point of forme vequeſite.in ſuck a Yudicatery, yet 
if it makeWwrong conftitutions upon the matter that is is tobe holden 
ne A/ſembly ar all, that is to ogen'n'gape to confuſion inferring that 
abſnrd conſequence, that that Aſſembly is nar compleazyiy conſkitane 
in the being of an Aſſembly, untill all the Aﬀts of it be concluded 
and ended; and that nntill it be concluded newman can acknowledge 
wor fubwi; it, but with areſerve, wid if it pail beſo, I ſor not 


| bew'it can be void: d'4y rhe like reaſon, that uths wrong wpon the 


watter muſt mths « Precbyrery not a Prechytory; yea, 'und'a Mic 
nifter a non- Minifter , Which no man will netfee robe meſtvou- 
hate at grary 


ea C7 HTS ace 
grary bo the praiſe of CHRIST and bis <Appeſtles inrelati.. 
_ entoth: Pricſts and Kirk fwudicatories among the Jews While t 
werea Kirk, it 1s alſo rerwarkable, that thar ſolemn Aſremwbly of 
Glagow in declaring the wwllity of the (ix preceding Aﬀfemblieraeth 
now2r take an argument te prove the nullity of any of thems frem-3he 
moacier of the. Atfs made in them, while yet there Waruery f air #6 
cafien ro have doneif that Aſsembly had been of theWriters minds, 
T he ſecond grounds wpon which the Writer ſaith this conceit bath 
great appearance of reaſon, are of that [ort of arguments that Ar- 
ritiotle.c4/ls &n 76y .gamoutriy wn pirer, i&eft,\' That bath appear+ 
avce,: burner ſolidty, id eſt , That Kirk,  Judicatories have no 
power for deſtruftion, but all their power is for Edification ; he 
mug ht bave taken a large [ubjett to his denunciation, even all 7u- 
dicatories both Civiil and Ecclefaſticall, for no Civill Pudicat 
20r {ndge, ner Magiſtrate, more then _Ecclefiaſtich bath hs; power 
ituriey 1d eſt, woradt! poWer for deſtruttion, but all 51 for edific ats- 
cation, in their kind,yiz, for the preſerving and procuring the goed 
and ſafty of the people, which is ſuprema lex by juſt as, Is then 
that a good con/(equence, an A/sembly that maketh deftrafjive 
Atts is null, then 11s as good 4conſequence,e Parliament that W6- 
keth d:ftruthve ARsis no Parliament, . and. a King that makerb 
deſtrnttive Atts is.no King. Thetrutl is,an Aſcembly that makes 
Wreng Att; diſcenting from the rule it: ſhould walk by, Alts not as 4 
lawful Aſsembly ſhould do,nor are theſe Atts made ohligatoryor to 
be obejed,but yet:for all thatyit may be a truc and lawful 4ſembly, 
as 10-the eizence and\being of an Aſcembly , and. having laWwfull 
autherity as the Parliament 48c. tn carrying onthe finfull Emn 
zagment, ani many Atts deſtruttive to the Commonwealth, and 
to the ends of fParltament, which people thought themſelves net 
eblieged taobey , and were afterwards condemueds; and yet chat 
Pariament Wes never denjed to be alavfull Parliament; It was & 
diſtinition at thatitime- common and. mcentradifted , and for my 
part I cannut:[ce a reaſon Why it ſhould net bave place .1nrelation 
. toas Aſrembly, that the all of it may, be. unlawful, .and- yet it 
ſelf an lawfull «4{sembly.\. The -other reaſon 55 never. @ whit more 
to thy purpoſe. morerhen the former; for to let rhat paſs which he 
ſaith in the antecedent, that; whatever power. ( pmenyiſſſepert. of 4 
Graeral Aſrembly haves tt is by. Commiſgion from, Oc, ( Which 
deſerves examination) and if he mean that Commiſcioners firtmg 
| rogerher 
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rogether and voting un 4 Gentrall cA(rembly, have only a delegate 
wer, and deputed power /#ubgr djnate fo. Presb)teries, Can hardly 


p reconciled with ſound Dottrine, concerning Courch Governs- 


went) yet ſuppoſing it to be ſ6,ns mere follow: but that in (web atts 
as thee Aſrembly maker,contrary to che limitations and rulescon- 


gained therein, they may get no obedience, ani that (mch atts may 


bedeclined and Proteſted againſt , and tniccd the Wiicer himſelf 
in his, conſequent infers no more but thi much, for getting in {0 
ſhort hounds What, he had propencd as the point to be proven, for 
theſe are h1s very Word::. Ecr in fo fares they do auy thing co..tra- 
ry.to.this, in ſo tar they way be declined, as having ne power ar 


authority in-doing ſuchthings : Which, what is is elſe bus what we 


have (aid? But it doth nor follow, that becauſe they waks aths 
contrary 20 the limitation of theirCommiſſion,therfore the Aſſembly 
may be declined and proceſtcd againſt ab{olnrly, as not having rhe 
being of a lawful free Aſsembly, juſt; as hecauſe, the members of 
Parliamen; have all their power by Comm: ſſion from the people of 
the Land, Commiſſioners of Shire; from their Shires and Commuſ- 
fooners of Burghsfrom their Burghbs by a temporary elettion;& as 
humblyconcerve )Nobiemenios by a kind of cleftion,beriditary from 
theCommonwealth, & they are lunited to the /andable fundamental 
lawes of the Kingdome, and unto the common principles of }:Hticez 
#t followes Well thazrf rhey make; atts contr ary te the(e they are not 
obligatory unto obedience, and in (0 far they may be proteſted a= 
gainſt; Bux ut Heath not folloW, that: therefore the P arltament that 
makes them may be abſolutly declined and Protſtcd againſt as no 
JaW fl or free Part. 1 knoW there are many differences between theſe 
Fndicateries in other things, but 1 think,the Writer. ſpall be bard- 
ly able to let ws ſee a reaſon why the paralel of this ſhould net bold 
good, This 51 it that takes away the farce of the ſecond ground, 
for proving the point that Was intended, hoWever the impertinency 
of this econd ground 4s to the. point '5t Was intended for 5s dilcon 
vered before; and [ hope by what hath been ſaid, it v5 (uf ficiewly 
evidenced that the ppriter hath brought no neW conſiderable reaſon 
for the nullity of the late Aſſembly, as to the _—_ of 4 lawfull 
free eAlsembly, even ſuppoſe ſundry of the atts and conffirnitons 
Were wring upon the matter (which yet 14 not granted,avd he ſhould 
have proven and no; nakrdly affirmed) but hath brenght dijad- 


yantage to bimſelf and the Proteftation. 
Riytaw 
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mg He Writer is fiot poſitive in among his @wn judgettief 
upon this point, tht is hete 6 muck inſiſted — the 
© >: Adrhor, but 6ntely ſaith that it 38 the opirijor ot conception 
of ſottie with'uch appearance of reaſdn,ual therefor, Og. 
pofall that this opinion were not wUl grounded, he hath brotg 
trhe or no diſadvantage Cither to hitfclfot to the Proteftation, in 
Alleadging the ſame; yea, I believe he will rake it for an/advin- 
tage to hive the Truth diſcoveted unto hith , either in thivor any 
Sther particular,: For my part, Tam lovth, neither do Tinted to 
fall upon che debate of this queſtion, or to deliver my-judgemene 
politively thertin ( becauſe, ( if I be not miſtaken) it is @t 
queſtion, and full of difficulties on both hunds, yet I cannot buc 
take notice of ſome things that arefet town by the Author it+ his 
Harge Anſwer towhat was faid ſhottly by the Writer: Firſt, He 
tels id that the Writer doch but affitia that. the ARts wrid Conſicy» 
tivts of the Aſſembly ate wrong; at that his laying 1s tot tobe 
R>lden fot /enteuria tara,cot is it aft Orxele: None ſpeaks Orzcies 
but God, and the Writet takes rio more upon him but toſpeak-his 
bPidior) as poo? Weak hiv; but I betieve che Author knows;thee 
ſt is not 0h! y the 6pinioh'of the Writer, atd ofthe Proteſters, and 
of ſuch Minifters and Profeſſors us ate unſatisfied with the Confti- 
tition of the "Kfſembly, but alſo 'vf many others, even of got « few 
oF thofe who were nv oppoſites to the Publick Relolutions;I have 
hitherto whe! With Few of none \it eftitnntion for Piety 42d 'God- 
Lineſſe thay doth ultifie artil profelfe theit nd herente to Wl) the As 
of that Aﬀſembly a5 things teriditg to Edification, #ttd promoeving 
the work of Reformition inthe Land ; #nd ſeting he is pleaſed to 
Make bold with others, Ithipk he will not offend if on his 
Cooltievee, whether he thinks theſe As of that Aﬀtemdly that 
dd relate fo the cenſuring of ill! Miniſters, ExpeRants, Sthdenre, 
Elders and Profeflors who dv trot zcknowledte the Conſtitution 
6 that A-ſembly, ad ſabtnic tb the ARtsthereof , ſach As up in 
<-1Nlves tend tothe m—_ of the work of Refortaution,and 
4Jvancing ef Picty ard Godiinefle ih the Land.” Next,I tiketetice 
&f thit which hefaith, that tuppoſing 5 the Writet doth; that to- 
thing was w rong in the poittt of fortzezthat thete is nothing in the 
matter 


matter that willjuſtifie the deed of the Proteſters,becaule they pro- 


reſted againſt the lawfulnefle of the Aſſembly, when as jt had noe 
comme to any of thele Proccedings which the Writcralleadgeth to 
be wrong on the matter;in this the Author is miltaken,becauſc the 
rejeing of relevant exceptions proponed againſt ſundry of the 

Commiſſioners, both before and after the choſing of the Modera- 

tor was wrong onthe matter, being prejudiciall re the right Con- 
ſticution of the Aſſembly, and a preparative to the juſtifying of the 
Commiſſioners P:occedings. Thirdly I would have him to know 

that the Writer by theſe ſome, whom he ſpeaks of, doth net mean 
any of the Pcoteſters themfelyes, though the Authority of ſome of 
them be of as great weight in the Protettant Churches as any of 
the Divines of this age, ang-veing prior tothe Proteſtation, needs 
not, nor ought not to be looked upon as the teſhmony of a party, 
but he means ſom: Orthodox Writers, and theſe of chief, not in 
the Proteſtant Churches, whom ( as I conceive ) he thonght he 
needed not to name,as having no great/purpoſe to infiſt much upon 
the buſineſſe: But tor the Authors ſatisfaRtion, and the ſatisfaion 
of others, I ſhal: name ſome; Firlt C alvis writing upon the 23. 
of the As hath theſe words , Na/citar gueſtio, i benore non eſt 
privandus qui male officie fungitur , peccavit Paulus Pontificems 
howore [pelians? Refponſpo. Inter Magiſtratus Civiles & Wyclef s 

Preſules aliquid eft di{criminis, quamvis eniws Civilis Imperis 

confuſa fit perverſag, adminiſtratio , Dominus tamen vl; [ubje- 

Hlionem ſal uam manere, ſed ubi ſpirituale regimen degenerat, fol- 

Unntur pierum conſcientie we injuſt e deminations pareant ; pre- 

ſertim { inmpii Sacerdogit titulum , falſo ad evertendam ſalntis 
doftrinamPretexant , ſobique deominationen arrogant qua ipſe. 
Deus in ordinem cogiter. AnJ Parens upon the ſame place 
moves the ſame Queſtion, and gives Anſwer to itin theſe words , 
Now [equitnur & Magiſtrats Politico ad Ecclefiaſticum,quia WAS - 
»a eft d:f|tmilituds, magiſtratus politicns poteſt eſſe magiſtratus ; 
quamvis fit impius ideoque ct obtemperandum quoad non precipit 
quid impium; ſed Miniſtri Eccleſie deficientes 4 puritate dettri- 
ne, Spargentet falſe cogmatn, 1am non amplins ſunt Miniſtrs 
Chriſti; Paulus Magiſtrarum quam vis impium agueſcir proMagi- 
ftratu; Impium vere pontificem non agno{cir pro pontifice, He will 
alſo finde mor writing upon that place ſpeaking to the ſame pur- 
poſe: 85 alſo upon the 2: Cor.10, 8..an1 13.8.zud 10, It is not 
Mm now 


noW Wy purpoſe to fall upon thecaoſidermtion of the gxtent of the 

meaning ot thoſe D;vines in thede placks:, it is. enough thay I give 
bim their teſtimonies ſpeaking as-mych clearly a8 the Writer ſaid 
they did,4, I doubt-if for avyxhing thit is ſaid by the Author,this 
exception will be found-fo dangeraus and irrationall 3 Firk, He 
thinks that it is to.0pena wide gapto confalion, inferring that, ab- 
ſurd conſequence that that Aﬀlombly. .is not compleatly..conftitute 
ia the þeiog of av Alembly,till ailcbe As of ic be coocluled and 
ended; and chat 1ill.it be-conchided,nonaen can acknowledge nex 
ſubwit to it but withareſrye. The rzafon of thisecnſeguence mult 
be, b. cauſe haply inthe elgſ: cbcy-may, mak2 an At wrong npon 
th- matter, which one AR nullifiexebe Aﬀemblygthougb they had 
doneall other things weil,but ſo.ſa:d got the Wryer, neither can 
ay. ſuch thiag razionkly be | abs from his words; the met 
that he inlinuates js, that an Aſlembly proccedis.g wholly wrogg 
ypon the matter,or.un the moſt ſubltantiail and materiall things,or 
inthe rales of its conſtitutions of greateſt concerament, or as that 
ſo far as 80 Afcwbly proceeds wrong gponthe myger,.it 15 fo far 
Without 8uchority,as.oppears fram his own words w the wterence 
which be makes from the power which the Commilhioncrs have 
- Committed unto them by their Presbyteries, and from the Concly- 

ſion that he makes i order ta the AGembly now 19 queſtion ; te 
Wit, That they. having io moſt of all,and the molt inacerial of their 
proceeding pracecded centrary to the trult commuted gato them 
byPregbyteries; It furni(heth another conſiderable reaten for decli- 
ning of them. -Secondly, He thipks that it will alſo infer the nul-- 
!ity of Presbyterics, 8nd make Miniſters no Miniſters, jf hey hall 
proceed wrong upon the matter , which no man will not ice to 
be contrary to the practice of Chriſt and his Apoliles,inrelation to 
the Prieſts and Church-Judicatories among the Jewes whillt they 
were 2 Church. But to ſay nothing of th: difference between Mi- 
niſers , Parliaments , and Aſscmblies, the one being ordinary and 
fixed; the other not ſo , the moſt that it would 1::fr woyla be 
this, That info far as they proeced wrong, or that if jon the moſt 
ſubſtantial and materiall parts of their duty, they proceed wrong 
upon the matter, their authority is.not to be acknowledged, and 
this ſcems not a very dangerous conſequence. Thirdly, He 
thinks this contrary to the judgment of the Aſsembly of Gla/gow, 


cancerning which he thinks it remarkable , that jn declaring 
, the 


pt of the 
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*the nullity of forme , _ Afemblies-\, "they do never 
take an Argument from the "muttet - to prove the nn}{ity of 
them \, whillt "yet ( faith he) chere was very -fair occaſion 
to have done it,'t thar the Aſſembly had beentin the Wrirers ming}; 


The Writer hath nat yet p ſitively declarcal his mind. in this mer» 


ter: But the Author upon ſecond thoughts will f12d his remark 
concerning the Aſsembly cf G!a{gem not well grounded, becauſe 
that Aſsembly in proving the” niillcy of fome preceving WE 
ſemblics,do reaſon nut only fron) the form, but ao from the mate» 
ter or grounds of their proceeding in their ARs, as appears in the 
Iz!t reaton brought fur nullifying the Alsemv!y ut Pearth, which 
13 this, That the ground of their proceeding was not the Word of 
Gof,the Confeſſion of Faith,ani Aﬀs of former Generall Aſzem- 
blies, but the Kings Commandment onely. i Fer the queſtion was 
thus ſtated, whether the Five Articles in re{ped of his Majeſties 
Commandment ſhould paſs in AR or not, as'the Records of that 
pretended A\sembly bear, where itis dechred;7Thar for the reve- 
rence and reſpeft which they bear to hy Hnjeſties RoyalCommand, 
they de agree to the foreſaid eArricles. And that the Church' of 
Scoiland had reſpet tothe matter as well us to the form , in an- 
nulling theſe Afſcmblies , is manifeſt from that notable AR at Z- 
dinbargh, in the year 1639. concerning the cauſes and remedies 
ofthe bygone evils of this Kirk, in which the fifth Cauſe is dec|a- 


red to be the keeping and aathotizing corrvupt Aﬀemblies at Zirb- 
ow.' 1610; at Aberdeen 1616; ut 


Low 1606 and 1608 ; at Glalg 
St. Andrews 2617; ut Pearth 1618 ; which Aſlemblies are de- 


clared to be nuli and unlawfull , as being called and conſtituted 
qlite contrary to the Order ana conftiturions of this Kirk, received 
and practiſed everfince the Reformation of Religion, and withall 
labonring to induce Novations in this Church, againft the order 
ant Religion eſtabliſhed. Wheneeit apprars, that ether the Au» 
thor hath not known, orelſe hath not contidered , that this Kirk 
hath laid weight upon the matter for nullifying of theſe Aſleme 
blies,as wcll as upon th form ; and (Thelieve ) Octhodox Di- 


- vines arguing againit corrupt counſels , do the ſame ; any; whe 


dout't it, may be pleafed to rad that learned Review of the Coun- 
ceil of Trenr,and that Book of the Gravamine zguintt the Coun- 
cell of Trext,n the left of which it 1s firft proven by many inftan- 
ces that many Counce!s both of otd and late have erred, and from 


thence that concluſion is inferred ; Ergo necefſario ex hoe conſe- 
M m 2 quitur 
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quitur illad Concilinm tantum rette dics & effe (hriſtianum, 5u 
que ex verbs Dei & nen ex hominam. traditionibus, conftiturio- 
nibus, decretis, ſomnitt, aut ulls denique quantumvit invererats 
conſurtudine,res religions julicetur atque deter minernr, quamvuis 
magni ineo interfint virs., Etenim externam illam ſpeciem au- 
thoritath ſapientie humane excellentia & [anftimonia deteſtatur 
E& rejicit Propheta inguiens ,  Y uomods aiciris, ſapientes ſumus, 
& l:x Domini apud nos eſt, atiamen ecce mendacium operatus eff 
ſty Ins, falſe & fruſtre ſcripſerunt Scribe, pudefatti ſunt 
ſapientes perterrits & capti ſunt, ecce verbum Domini repro- 
bavernnt,quz ergo ill ſapientia reliqua eſſe poters;, for. 8. Which 
words arc applycd at length to theCouncel of Trenr,& the whole 
purpoſe cloſed thus; 4rq;ex his que de(hriſtianorum Conci/torum 
roprietatibas breviter d1ximus hattenns planum fir irrefraga- 
biliter efficitar PontificiamSynodis que T ridenti habettr ,& nunc 
prope finita exiſtimatur , neg, generalis vel univerſalis, neg, libers 
nec etiam Chriſtiani concilis nomine dignam eſſe,a:q; ades Concilis 
nomine pror/ns indignam,juxtaregulam communem & unigo trs- 
tifſimam, Si repriveris nec nomen babere mereri;, quid opus eſt 
waltis conjctturls in re plena & aperta cum ipſa forma proceden- 
di qua uruntur & Seſſiones quas vocant, & que ex his conſequutes 
{wnt determinationes Canones & decreta manifeſtiſſime doceant 
quan diſsimilis fit Tridentina illa congregatio,pio libero & Chri- 
ffians Concilio,opus ipſum, artificem quod dicitur arguit , exitus 
ctiam ata probabit. Theſe _ and many ſuch which may 
be cited from the Writings of Orthodox Divines make it appear, 
that they lay weight upon the matter 8s to the nullifying of Coun- 
cis. To that part ofthe Authors Reply which concerns the rea- 
ſons brought by the Writcr,to wit,that Kirk-Judicatories have no 
power for deſtruction, but that all their power is for edification, 
and that whatſoever power the. Commiſſioners of a Geverall Af- 
ſemblie have, it is by Commiſſion from their Presbyteries; which 
Commiſlion limits them to the Word of God , and 1o the Cove- 
nant; and to As of former Generall Aſſemblies. I anſwer theſe 
few things: Firſt, That he layes more upon. the Writer, thanihe 
Writer doth afert or inſinuate either as his own judgonient, or the 
jadgment ef others. , he hath neither ſaid nor infinuate, that the | 
making of ſome wrong Aﬀs,doth make an Aﬀlembly null ; Nei- 
ther do I think that he would fay or infinuate avy thiog of this 
; kind; 
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kind; he did xs little deny. the auchority of the Parliament 49; a8 
any other. + But if. there be no diffcrence between the Aflemb'y 
and the Parliament in theſe caſes y and that no reaſonican be gi- 
ven why it ſhould not have place in relation t6 the one #s well as 
tothe other, | (hall deſire himte reconcile his judgment with Cat- 
vin his Aliquid Diſcrimimnir, and with Parens his Magna Diſvi- 
milicude, The Author knowes that the C: vill Power is Archi- 
teconickand Deſpotick;the Eccleſiaſtick but Hyperetick or Dia- 
conick; the one Lordly, the other but ftewardly and meerly Mijni- 
fteriall. "The other realon (if we. may believe the Author)isne- 
yer a whit nearer to;the purpoſe then the f57mer; for (lairh he) 
to let paſs what he ſaith.in the antecedent, That what ever power 
Commiſiionersot a Gen. Aflembly have,it is by Cammiſſion&c. 
which deſerves, examination , 22d if he! mean thit Chmmisi- 
oners fitting together, and voting-in a Generall Aﬀemb:y,have on- 
ly a delegated and depnted power ſubordinate toPrestyteries,can 
hardly be reconciled with ſound doQtrine concerning Church- 
Government,yct ſuppoſing it to be ſo, no mere followes, bat that 
in-fach Ats ax the Aſcmoly-makes contrary to the limitations 
and rules cootained therein,they may get no obedience, and that 
ſych Afts may ve declined and proteſted againit, &c. The'Anthor 
doth here grant , tha: the Writer infers no more but thismuch, 
forgetting { as he laith ) in ſo ſhort bounJs what he intended to 
prove. Ic will be hard to make it appear that the Writer did in- 
tend to-proveany more: The . Author may ftrain that indefinite. 
exprellion of his, an Aſſemvly proceeding:wrong: upon-the mar- 
ter, #5 though he had.,meant, that the lesſt wrong Act in the leaſt 
thing,did make an Afſembty oull, though tothe conſtitarion and: 
ARs of it inall things clſc it were never ſo rigbt;! Batlo abſurd an: 
aſſertion can hardly be ſuppoſed to have entred in the: thoughts-.of 
any rationall man ; .and.I think it. is clear from che reaſon/,, that 
he bring;,thax this is not his meanipg,>ecauſe he ſaysthatChurch» 
ſudicatories have no power to defiruRion,but all their power is to 
edificacion; in theſe things then in which they imploy. their pow- 
er to edification,and make right Acts ( having other neceflary re- 
quiſires of lawtall conſtitution ) they are not null, nor to be de- 
clined. The Author 10 repeating that reaſon tells us , that that 
which is ſaid by the Writer,to wit ,$#hat ever power { ommiſſion- 
err of a Generoll eA(embly have , 1t is by ( ommufion from ” 
Pres6j» - 


Presbyteries,doth deſerve exatrination;' T' with te-had offs tot 
us what ſtumbles hor m this 3' a5for that which he ſulpes.ro be 
the Writers meaningahiat'/Commilyſeters fitting togerh*r,uiid vo- 
tingina Generall Afgewbly”, have" onely x delezpted and depy> 
ted'power ſubordinateto PregSyterics, there is 10! aſe to fufpeR 
him of ſuch z'meamnng, as that there being nothing in bis words 
that look tharway-” Valfo with ; that the Autfror in repeating 
of the Writers Argument'hed made mention not onely of limgitat- 
ons and rules in generallcoritained inthe Cominiffion of the Preſs 
byteries,hat of the particulaliniffations arid tyles [pecified* by the 
rc. hatiszthe Word of God, the Coveriant,and Atts of forwer 
erall Aiterhblies,beeauſe it is rot upoi the breach of limirati- 
onyand rules broply,but upen the breach of theſe Timitations and 
rules ſer downintheir Commiſſion that the Writer layes weight. 
The Authors Gmilitude'of the Parl. and Afs. is anſwered alrcady, 
and ſhewn what maybe eat ſome, why the parale! hol 
not, though asto this point; the difference betwixt him and the 
Writer, ſcems not to be ſo wide as he would give ont-His conclu-* 
fion is, That. he kopes tharby whithath beerr faid, that if is ſuffi- 
ciently evidenced, that the Writer hath brought no _conſiderabfe 
. reafon for:the millity of the late Afsemnbly,even ſuppoſing fundry 
of the Afts and Conſticutions thereof were wrong upon the mat- 
ter, he ſhould have ſaid, foppoting the molt of all its As, and the 
moſt maternl? of them to be wrong upon the matter, for fo it was 
ſuppoſed and affirmed by the Writer , and pon che ſuppoſall the 
Ambor ſhould havervld his judginent not ne point: The reafon 
may beconfiderable enough , ant ſuch 2s brings no diſadvantage 
ethertothe Writer or tothe Proteftativn, for any thing that is yet 
ſaid'by him for infringing? thereof ; yea, I'wil aſsnre him that it is 


moſt conſiderable & weighty th thc hearts of moſt part ofthe god- 
ly ihtheLand;whio do hot Rand fs mtrch'to diſpute xhd debate Le- 
oxlforms,astbey Uo look r&9ARs of thc Aﬀembly,znd towher good 
or what itt is done by*them for prontoving or Fodethg the King- 
dome of Jeſus Chriit , and the'good of fouls, where they ec tot 
godlmeſl: advanced,and the hands of the godly (trengrhened, and 
their hearts matle gla8; bur a wound pivertto Piery,und.the hatids 
of the wicked ſtrenpthened;xnd their hearts made Flad ;; "it is not 
eamrernn ſpecies anteriretito'< the words Cited before, nor any 
thing chat is in that,or.can be faid for it that will conciliat _—__ 
| an 
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Po horic i ponds F ens 'edn{Eferiees pan if 'there 
wvereno more intfic lete Alltwblyat: $f Abb ant Danere; 
but the laofing of authority inthe confciedges of che godly in'#he 
Land by th: ir wrong As, it is that which concerns the Author 
andethcrs who had hand in theſe Acts;execedingly to think pon. 
| \* "Yr #'D Fc 4a.2't 0 N. 
ex» | SOLES CIIOTDY Mid xt a hs 
He other pa ſage We Wenld [prak a word to; is bis eHſWer 
T tothe laſt Oljeftion : He {45th Tomake ai AR 2ppornting 
fach as decline a Generall Aſſemiay.; to be fimmarly-cxcom- 
mumcate* were cither to: ſyp>ote thit' a Geticrall Ailemhly 
conldnat be Wreng cunſtirire,or:icou}t not erce if Heir proceeds 
ings,vr Aſttuppole they ſhould be'wrong contlitire;and erre, 'pet 
they ought nottobe declined and protetted againit + both of 
which are equally abſurd. There ke ſairh, That the AR of the Af- 
ſembly t5832:alleidged for eat puarpole, tSgratly miltaken; it be- 
int netting againit declin ng unlawfil Al mblids (he 15 as gro/- 
Iy miſtuken, Whilr be gg ne that {uch as ſpeak. for -the\late 
Aſſembly o mean that ſuch an Att ſhould bt ag ajnſt declining any 
effec mbly lawful or unlawful ) bur agaift appeating <trom "a 
lvwfill A/embly tothe Civill Magiſtrate, and'therr clofth;jthat 
from theſe chings'it may appear? how onwattaneablathe'Mecting 
at Dnder (it muſt be ill for ought he bath alleadged,the Giheral 
Aſſemby at Dundee )did upon aNeadgeance df this AtFtall jr den 
bate ofthe ſuinmaryexcommunication of theſe who hat proteſted. 
Any debate that Was tn the Aſſembly, was nv great or long debate 
upon that mattey, and it Was nos ſo uh OY et 0+ dfv- 
fire ro da it, as fo oa ont whats they hight #4vt dine by the Con- 
Pitutions of this Kirk, if they World bave minded ſeverity of cen- 
{nre; neither was it that Aft of Aſſembly 1583.ſs mnch that they 
hooked to,as the authority of tht ſolemn AfemblyofGlaſgbwi 638; 
Which in the ſentence of Excommunication againſt the pretended 
Biſhops, and making there proteſting and declining of that 'Aſsem- 
bly,owe of the 6auſer of their exconmunication, Which by the atts 
of Aſrembly s cenſurable with ſummary excommunication '( whe- 
ther it doth mean that att 15 $2, or ſome others, contd withe got- 
ten tryed at Dundee for want of the Regiſters then in the Baile; but 
{ach reſpet} Was had to the authority Wo at grave Aſcembly, that 
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that eAſcembly, 21.4 gainſt any man that alleadgeth [nch av att; 
and the Aſsewbly at Dundce [uppoſing themſelves ts be @ free law. 
full Generall Ajrembly , alleadged no «ther ground in falling upon 
debate of that matter then #hich the Aſsembly of Glaſgow alledg- 
cd (and the Aſzembly of Glalgo {44Þ , there bath, been [uch an 
att made) by a Dilemma,be ts:in a great miſtake bimſelf, for con» 
ſcdering that the att appointing ſuch to be [uwmarily excommuni- 
cate who & c. i; intended onely againſt proteſting againſt, and te- 
clining of a General Aſsembly , not 1n any particular att or atts 
thereof (which We confe(s may be proteſied againſt ) but againſ 
the very being of it as unll init (elf, and, having ne authority, 
there is no nece/+1ty either of the one ſuppoſition or of the ather fol- 
lowing upIn it not of the later; for the ail we [peak of ſaith . that 
decliners of a Generall A [ſzembly ſrould be excommunicate, but an 
Aſtembly wrong conſtitute and erring both, or only wrong conſti- 
tute, is no otherYviſe an Aftembly » tiven, 4 painted manis 4 man i: 
vor jet the for mer, for i ſhal give You 4 third, it ſuppoſeth a Gene» 
rall eAſembly rightly conſtitute. and not erring defacto, though 
wort altogether infallible in it [elf,or rightly ings in all tbings 
belenging to the being of a free avd lavfull Aſſembly, though it 
041. be errong. in {0 me par ticular eAt.s, and ordeins exce mmuni- 
Cation; tobe the cen{ure. of theſe that declineth and proteſteth a- 
gainſt /nch an Aſſembly, 1 meai'as to the very being of tt, Truly 
this dilemmatick argument of the Writers have been made aſwell 
againſt that Aft made by Jeſns Chriſt, Math. 18. 19, He that ne- 
F-Qcth ro heaxthe,Ghourch, Jet him be as an heathen or publican, 
id eſt, Excommunicate; Far, 1 ſuppd/e this canen, comprehends 
wo; onely, ſuch perſons as having. offended aguinft particular Bre- 
thren came s by degrees of proceſſe before the Church, but als ſuch 
as ſuonld offend onely.immediatly "againſt, thay Church it /elf. 2, 
It is prapounded n gentrall rermes Without any expreſs diſtinftion 
or limitations, he that ne; kl, to hear the Church ler hims be ex 
communicaiesfnſt 4. ken 


tdeglines,n Gen, Aſ/remgly ler him 
be excommunicare: Yight nat then ! hoſe that heard that canon firſt 
propeunde. '; res/on ir juſt as the Writcr doth bere(if bus argument 
were good) ro make [ueb an one as that ir unrea/onable; For it Were 
$0 ſuppoſe citber that 4 Chnrch cannot be cerrypily conſtitate, and” 
AHiderre, yet that it og bt mot to be iſebeyed or declined , but the 

| ar gument 
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ar gument had been a Cavillation, pi neither did falloW keceſTarie. 

| by to be ſuppoſed, there was a third, 4 (-burch uniwocally fo cal- 
led, id elt, « Chnreh right conſtizute, and doing angie theugh net 

unerrable in is ſelf. EL EOS INT at ag 
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-_g—Heſfirſt thing the Anthor takes notice uf in his Anſwer to 
x [ this ObjeQion, is that which is ſaid by the Writer, that 
© > the At of the Aﬀlembly 1582+ 8Ileadged for. the fum- 
mary cxcommunication of theſe who decline the Gen. afſembly is 
gcolly miſtaken, it being nothing againſtdeclining lawful orunlaw= 
tul Atsemblies, to which he retorts that the Writer is as groſicly 
miſtskeo,whileſt he infinuats that ſuch as ſpeak for the lateAflem= 
do mcan that ſuch an AR ſhould be agaialt declining any Aﬀlem. 
ouil or unlawfull. Wel theo, ſuppoſing the Writer to have been 
prolly miſtaken inthe writing of ſach a thing, and that a wrong 
conftitute and erring Aflembly , or oneiy wrong conſti:uted, is no 
otherways an Aſsem.then as a painted wan is a man(as theAuthor 
ſpeaks )afterwards,and that theAſſem.at St. Andrews 8& Dundee is 
but an unlawful Aſſembly, wrong in the Conftitution(as is proven) 
anderring in its Acts, then might it warrantably bave been de- 
clined and proteſted againſt, notwithſtanding. of that AR 1582. 
or that AR 1638.or any other a& of avy of the Aﬀemblics of this 
Kirk, as the fix corrupt Aſſemblies upon the ſame realons , upon 
which they were afterward repealed,might in the tiene when they 
were fitting hive been warrantably protelted againft,as ſome other 
Alzemblies which are inftanced by the Writer, and paſt by theAu- 
thor in (ileace were proteſted: againſt ; and fo all d 8 debate that 
was in the Meeting at D«ndee for making uſe of theſe Ads 
inſt the Proteſters, was groundlefle and without warrant:.,But 
the Writer is not ſo grofly miſtaken as the Author gives out ,; be- 
cauſe it hath paſt currenc, and doth {till ſtick with not a few, that 
the As of a Generall Aſſembly covld net be proteſted againſt, 
much lefſc the Conſtitution thereef, though culpable and wrong, 
and the Author himſelf ſeems to come near the borders of it: That 
an Afſcmbly cannot be ell proteſted againſt ja regard af its.con- 
wageizs as  Ritutjon”; 


Ritutionehough wean, when i the ſame Vindicatipn where he 
comes to weigh the reaſons whereuponthe Proteſtation is.built, 
he ſaith, That” where a Generall Afﬀeinbly it (£14 is proteſted a» 

ain as unlawfull, and having no authority., who ſecs not how 
ad the conſequences moſt readily be in that Kitk, hardly can it 
by any outward meancs but turn to fixed ſchilme, which thi 
godly orthodexChriftians'm all ages of the Kirk have deteſted and 
abhorred, chooſiag rather ever to tolerate. great, offences whych 
they did fee, but could not amend; then to dividethe Church of 
Chriſt: Iknow that he may fay that he mears-not.here of arſe 
ſembly wreng in its ceaſtitutien; bur if fo, what commodijaps ſenſe 
in reference to that which he 1s ſpeaking of,to wit, proteſting a- 
paint a Gen. Aﬀembly will he put upon the rc of his wordy, 
concerning godly mens rolerating great affences, ratherthen to 
divide the Church, aa Aﬀſ-mbly; right in irs conſtitution is.no of- 
fence, much lefſc n great off:nce. Hy dath not deny that there 
was a debate at the Aſſembly at Dwundee,concerning the tumwary 
excommunication of theſewho had proteſtes,bue tels usthat it. was 
nor great nor long ( If ſome who were preſent may be belicyed) 
it was proſecuted by ſundry with a great deal of earneſtnc(le.and 
forwardneffe, and though the Author (_ if I, miltake hum nog.) 
was none of the profecuters of it; yet ic ſeems by his Yiadicati- 
on that his judgement is, That they might not onely have debated 
it, bu: 21ſo have done it by th: conftirutions of this, Kigk, if they. 
would have minded ſeverity of cenſure, but it woy}d have cogtri- 
bute ſomewhat for clearing of the Afſembly.in'thaj, debate, and 
for ſatisfying of others ancnt-hts judgement upon the;poing,, if he 
had brought ary a@ or conftturion of this Kirk, thaz would 
have born the weight of ſumniary excommunicatian agaiaſt the 
Proteſters, for the Writer hath made it clearly to appear that nej- 
ther the a&'1582+ northe aQ1638.doth ar all ineet with the Pro- 
_ teſtersexſe,endtheAuthor hath replyed nothing fo the di 

'of the caſes, and therefore they may be All eaken.es granted, what: 

«rhe meeting ut Dundee did in their debate lopkantos Whether 

that of 82 or that of 3$. themſelyes delt know,bug.if « was the 
Aﬀofthe Aﬀembly at G/«{goW (us the Auchcr ſaith) upon which 
| hy had their 'cye, the Writer hath. ſheywed _ how, thas, cot 
net With any ſhadow of reaſon be applyed to (his caſe, _ 6 
VERTTe clinatox 
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declincorof the Biſhops 33+ ſtriking at the eſgentiall conſtitution 
of the Government , and againſt the rule itſelf; and that ofthe 
Proteſters acknowledging the govcrnment and theryle, and pro-- 
teſting ovely agaiuft the conſtitution,becaule not agreeable tothe 
rule. It ſecms that all that they had their eyes upon was, that 
they found inthe at of G/a/gow, that proteſting againſt, and de- 
cliningof the Afewbly . was by the aRs of this Kirk cenſura>le 
With ſummary excommunication, but ſhould they not have found 


what the ats were, and whether they were applicableto the pre- 
ſent caſe: The Author grants that it could not be gotten tiyed 


Whether it doth mean 1583. or ſome others for want of the Re-. 


gifters, which were then ia the Baſs; I ſhall net ſay that this is 
ſowe evidence that the members of that mecting -were not very 
well acquainted with the aRts of the Aſsemblies of this Church, 
and that jt had net been much amiſs for them to have read and 
peruſed theſe as of Altemblies which were offered unto them a 
little after their down fitting under their Clerks hand, concerning 
the Publick Reſolutions ; If my. informatjonfail me net, a' good 
pact of the Regiſters, partzcularly the great Book of the old as 
ofthe Aifemblies, in which that aR of the Aſsembly 1 582. is in- 
{ert,, was then. inDerdee,in the hand of thcir then Clerk, who took 
ſame pains to find out that a, hut could not fall upon it; It may 
haply ſegu range to lomcythat becaule they found theſe words 
which (to wit, decliving aud Ptotefting againſt the Alsembiy) 
by the Ats of thedſſembly is cenſurable with ſummary excommu-» 
5048508 in ag a of an Afsembly at Glaſgow, that they will have 
ſuch reſpeRs:there to, without looking upon theſe acts, or con- 
fideringtbeir groyunds,.0: extent, thence tv infer that theſe a&ts 
were applicaple tothis eaſe;this were to defer more reſpeR to the 
authority of that grave Aisembly then was fit, or they themſelves 
wouid have taken with,if they had been htting ; for. they did no- 
thing wit hout vicwing and peruling the Regiſters themſelves, and 
proving avdcicaring every thing thereby, that they did alleadge * 
therefrom, which Vuadicates that Aſſembly ſufficiently from the 
abſurdities here alles. /ged by theWricer againſt theſe who alleadg- 
ed1uch an at. The Author thinks that the Writer is 1n a great 
miſtake in his d:/emma, bat let vs ſee what his miſtake is: The wri- 


ter an{weruig ® common allcadgance, that there is an a of aGen. 
_ .Nn 2 Afﬀem- 
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Aﬀembly sppoiting ſiich a3 decline th& Aﬀiermbly ro be ſummeri- 
ly *xcommunicated,denyes that ever the Church in-avy of her A(- 
ſenvlies wade avy ſuch act in {o generall and unlinred termes;and 
h- gives this for a reaſo of his denyal!, that from hence it will tol- 
Lo-w,c th*r that they thought that an Aſſembly could not bu wrong 
in its'co ſtitution5, aud could not erre_, or eMHe that though wrong 
in co.rmtirur?:7, or eiring, that they contd not be protefted againft; 
both which he :aith is abiurd: To this'the Author anſwers, that 
co:mmucring chat the a} appotiting fuch tobe fuintnarily «x com- 
muncatcd, is 1n ed:d only again protefting againſt, aud decli- 
ning of a General Aﬀembly,uot ia-any particular as or «A rhere- 
of which he confefles may ve Protefted azzinſt, but aga/uft the ve- 
ry veing of it,'#$/nutl5R it (clf,7 and having no authority; there is 
po aeccflity either! of the one ſuppotition or of the other fellows- 
ing upon it; noc of ihe latter, &c-But hrit to paſſe by.that heſeeng- 
eth in ail this debate to luppole that there is ſuch an a in ſo gene- 
rall aod unlimiced rermes wh <h I velieve ſhall not be found, nor 
doih the words of h-aR of the Allembly 38; ſay or '\uppoſe any 
ſo: h rhing. It aclerves conſideration, which he ſaith,that that at 
' Concerning the ex-ommunicating ſuch as proteſt againſt, or de- 
clive an Al-mvly, is intended oncly againft thoſe who proteſt a- 
ga:ofi the beng if an Aﬀembly, and not in ary parricular aRt er 
4a&. thereof, becauſe a3 the Writer told hins, the a 1582, Which 
is the onely a r-laring to that bufinefle ( ſo faras I know,or can 
be informed iy thete who take moſt pains in the Records ofthe 
Aſemblics ) 1 not ancnt declining Aﬀemblies, in their being and 
con!tiution, but az3irift appealing from lawfull as of lawful Aſ- 
ſemvhles to the Civill Magiitrate in Eccleliaftick cauſes, for ftop- 
ing of Ecclefialtick Diicipline. Secondly , though an Aﬀembly 
wroung conſtitute and erring both, or onely wrong conſiitute be no 
otherwayes an Afſcmbly then a painted man is a man, that it is net 
really or truly, our ſeemingly only, yet it beivg ſeemingly an Aſ- 
ſemoly, it gets ordinari. y and in co:nmon expreilion,that denomi- 
nation; and 36 paiited mandrawen by the hand of a cunning 
Pajarer may deceive th{ſe who have not diſcerning eyes, and 'be 
taken for a tive man, fo an Aﬀenbly wrong in the conftitution and 
acts, or inthe conſtitution onely , may by the vermilion of fair 
pretext put upou it pale with many for a trucAſlembly;yes,in or- 
dinary 
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dinary. way of expreſſion, av Aflembly which hath atiy thing of 
the cc) our or ſh,d-w of the being, ofa lawfull and righe_procced- 
ing Afſembly is called an Afſembiy, thou: h wreuz, in its coafticu- 
tion, or allo crring inits afts; and therctore to have ſail fimp- 
ly 11 30 act, that ceciincrs of a Gererail Afſcmbly without any 
quai;ficction, lawfull, or ublewtull, erring or unerring, or any 
thing in the act — or cxpreiiing the fame ſhould be ex- 
communicated, it would follow, that though an Atilewbly ſhould 
be-w:ong conltitute and erre i 1ts Proceedings , yet it could not 
be decline. Az to the third, to pafie by tnat the G-nerall Aſ- 
ſembly at St. Andrews and Dundee 13 none of thite Aﬀenb) es, 
- buc an Ais-mvly wrong both in ts conltirutions , and in its acts, 
The Ac if it were fo generall as that cited and anſwered by 
the V Vriter, it would ſup>cſe wore then any of theſe, to wir, 2 
Generzll Aſsembly which 13 oncly ſuch, nomine ter:95 and ſecun- 
dum apparentiam in regard of its conttitution, and a Generall Af- 
ſemoly right upon the conſtitution, and erring whel:y even in the 
thing of greatelt conſequence upon the mart-r; #5 to this Smile of 
his vrought from the words of Chriſt, 27ath.1 8. It deth rot hold, 
becauſe Chriſt never maintained it to be uolswhull to decline any 
Church,trve or falſe, 3s theſe whom the VVritcr ſpeaks of in his 
objeRtion. The truth is, tha: the V Vriter man of propoundi 
and anſwering that objection, toremove a groſs miſtake that inch 
becn ordiary in the mouths of many; (hat a Grnerall Afsembiy 
could not be declined nor proretied azainſt, becauſe of an 3 of 
an Aſzembly appointing ſuch co be ſummarily excommunicate 
whichin the common covitiuction that paſt upon it was fo ex- 
pounded , that whoſoever upon whatſocver ground did proteſt a- 
gainft x General] Aſsembly of this Church, or ary of the a&s 
thereof right or wrovg, werc ty the a&ts of the Aſgembly ſumma- 
rily to be excommunica:e, wh ch wiſtake the V Vriter ſtudieth 
to take off, by holding fr: h the abſurd conſequences, that would 
have followed upon {:ich au act, as that thereby to make-it appear 
that there 1s no ſuch act in jo abſolute and1l-limited termes as 
will reach theſe who prot: it a;ai:ft Aſzemblies wrong in their 
conſtitution, or alſo crring in their acts, and this being gained, he 
hath ail that he did wntend to (prove and hold forth in this par- 
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VINDICATI O N.' 

TT Erecl leave the Writer with theſe additionall reaſons, and 

ÞRlcaves all that hath been ſaid bithertil to be impartially pon- 
dered by:the Chriſtiau Reader, and accordingly judged of. The Fae 
ther of Lights give unte thee, and all his ſervants and prople in 
the Land, Wiſdeme , even that which is from abeve, pure and 
peaceable. | 
REVIEW. 


He Author hath been pleaſed to leave the V Vriter here with 
$ his additionail reaſons, and other things contained in his an- 
ſwers tc. O2zeRions; but if ſome of good judgment be not miſtaken, 
he hath done! it to the difadvantage ef his cauſe, becauſe he hath 
left bio with many things that were brought by him in that Paper 
of additionail reatons unantwered, I ſhall not ſay what ſome have 
ſaid,that if the things in that Paper which the Author hath not an- 
ſwered hold relevant an1 true, they would go far to juſtifie the 
P:oteſtation, atfd annull the Aſs embly, albeit all his anſwers to the 
things which he hath taken notice of had not been ſatisfyingly ta- 
ken off; but I confeſs chat Ido ſomewhat wonder that the Author 
having taken ſo much pains to contend wich no {mall earneſtneſs 
and at length about wany things that are in the by, and things 
that are of 110 ſuch canſr quence 1n the cauſe, ſhould yet paſſe in (i- 
lence.» not a few'things of importance contained in that Paper, 
whichd:d more concern himto have anſwered;Iſhal ſay no more, 
but wiſhes the Lord graciouſly to appear in the convincing and 
comfortable determination of this queſtion to all his ſervants and 
people ia this poar defolate and diſtraftcd Church, that our bruiſe 
Whigh. 1s ſore,” and our wound which is mcurable nay be bound 
bp an hewied by his: hand who hath ſoniren us in his wrath ; be- 
cauſ- of the wultitude of our in'quities ; To the praiſe and Slory 
of his free Grace in all the Churches. Am z N- 
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INSTANCES of the Influence thar the Litier and Alt of the 
Commi/1ion of che Gen. Aſſembly 1650chad nyon ſeveral Preſ= 
byreries and Syneas, and upon ſeveral perſons therein, 5n the 
Eleftion «of Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly 1651. and in the 
Citing of theſe of their Number who were diſ-ſaticfied with the = 
Publick, Reſolutions 4s they are attefled ont of the Regiſters, 

. or by Members of theſe Presbyteries and Synods , Who were 
Winneſſes ts their Proceedings in theſe things. 


I, Inftence in the Presbytery of Jedburgh. 


7 He Letter and Ac of the Commiſſion of the 
{© Gen. Aſſembly 1650. concerning the Ciring of 
78. ſuch of their Number as were Oppoſite to the 
ag, Publick Rcſolutions, camero the Fres*ytery 
gx of 7*dbxrgt,bcfore the chuſing of their Com+» 
 miſliogers to the Aſſembly: Ar the time of the 

ooo oa Eceion,the Presbitery after the reading ther- 
of, did-in obedience thereto, make enquiry, who of their Number 
were not ſarisfted with rhe publick Reſolutions; and finding that 
Mr. Zobn Living fon, Mr. 7a. Ker, aud Mr. Jo. Scot, were dif- 
farisficd wich theſe Reſolutions, they did appoint Conference with 
theſe Brethren in order to their ſarisfaRtion, by reading of ſome 
publick Papers, refuſing any 6ther way of Conference unto them ; 
after which,they went on co the Eleftion of their Commillioners, 
paſſing by theſe dif ſatisfied Brethren, -and Citing them by vertue 
of the AR of the Commiſſion, to Compear bef-:re the General 
Afembly to be holden at St. eAndrews the day'of 7«1y,165 1. 


2+ Inſtance in the Presbyterie of Dunkel. 


T He Presbyterie of D«nkel having choſen ſuch of their number 
to be Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly 1651. as'were 
:n their judgments oppoſice to the publick Reſolutions; ſome of the 
Presbyrery difſented from che Election of ;cheſe perſons upon the 
ground of their being uncapable tro be Commiſſioners , becauſe of 
an At of the Commiſſion for.citing of ſuchto the Allembly., ;and 

| '.: Oo. urged 
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urged', That the Diflent and ground thereof , might be marked in 


# Jv Synod of Perth, which met in Jn 165 1. having received 
'L and rcad the Letrer, and AR of the Commiſſion, concergin 
the citing theſe who were oppoſite to the publick Reſolutions, did 
find ir incumbent unto them for ſarisfying the ſaid Letrer and AQ, 
to appoint the ſeveral Presbyteries within theic Bounds, and where 
the plurality of whe cure was diſ-ſacished with: the publick 
Reſolutions, ſome nominated by themſelves to Confer with diſ- 
fatisficd Brethren ; and in cafe. of their nor receiving ſatisfaftion 
by Conference, to cite them to the Gen. Afſembly at St» Andrews, 
from which At of the Synod, ſuch dif- ſatisfied Brechren as were 
preſent, who were about eight or nine, did iViflent, and were ther- 
fore cited apu4at3 by the Synod , to Compear before the Aﬀſem- 
bly, becauſe of their oppolicion to the publick Reſolutions ; and 
coaceraing the ret who were abſcar, it was ordered by the Synod, 
That perſonal: Summons ſhould be 4cntunto ſome of chem,and that 
others of them, incaſe of their nor being fatrsficd by Conference, 
ſhould be ciced by their reſpe Rive Presbyterics,. and fuch as were 
appointed to Confer with them : Arthe ſamerime, the Synod ta- 
king ia conſideration the Diflent of ſome of the Members of. che 
Presbytery of D«zks4,and the grounds thereof, from the Eleftion 
of :their Commillione:s did ſuſtain the ſame, and 8ppoint the Preſ- 
bitry to make'# new Hletion. | 


4g Inſtance in the Precbytery of Kirkaldic. 


He Presbyterie of Kirkaldie , having received and read the 

| Letter and AR of the Commillion, did thereafter and in or- 

der therto, ref ufe to ſubſcribe rhe Commiſion of —_— Ajtown, 
then choſen Co:nmitlioner to the General Aiſembly by the Town 
of Brunt-[lend , becauſe when his Commiſſion was preſented ro 
the Presbitery, he wavnot preſent to declare his judgivent concer- 
ning the pablick Reſolutions. The ſame Presbytry did by vercuc of 
the ſame Letrerand A find themſelves oblidged to Refer or Sum» 
mon two of their Number, to wit, Mc.atiex. gd Mr. 
Woerge 


FT GCrorge Nairne tothe General Aﬀdembly ,"beenuſe of 'cheit bejtis 

 dif-ſatisfied with the ublick*Reſslutions,” but remembriog char 
theſe rwo had a little before that time Diſſented from an A&of the 
Synod of Fife, appointing ſuch Miniſters in the Bounds of that Sy- 
nod as were dif- ſatisfied with the publick Reſolurions, to be refer- 
red to the General Aſſembly, did find that: they were obliged to 
compear betore the Aſſembly, ro give in'the Reaſons of their Dil- 
ſent from that Act; and therfore the Prevbytery did draw up a Pa- 
pet mentioning their regard to the AR and Letter of the Commiſ- 
ſion, and alfo bearing bs Diffent of theſe two Brerhren, and'that 
they judged it not neceſſary ro fammon themgwho were already by 
their Diflent obliged to compear ; and this Paper they did deliver 
- rag CommilKoners, appoiatinigthem to preſent it to the Aſ- 
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5. Inftanceyn the Presbytery of Glaſgow. 


He Presbytery of Glaſgow 6id choofe Coimmilioners' ts the 

| General Aſſembly 1651. before” the Letter and AQ'vf the 
Commiſſion caine to rheir hands, from which Eleftion ſome of 
their Number did Difſent upon this ground amongſt others;becauſe 
the perſons choſen were of a contrary jadgment to rhe publick Re» 
\blucions, and thar they knew that the Commiſſion of the Genera! 
Aﬀembly was toJend fome publick DireRions ro, the Presbiterya- 
nentrhar matter, andrhe diffenringpart'of phe Prevbir&ychough 
the ſmaller number by many , did thereafter make'a new Elkion 
of their own, and did cite ſome of theſe of the Presbitery who 
were oppoſite ro the publick Reſolutions, ro compear before the 
Afﬀembly upon the ground contained in thi Letter arid AR of the 
Commiſſion ; and font of the ſame Tres op of rhe Preſs 
bitery, who were frequently with the Commiliton, 'in promoting 
theſe Afairs, did ſerid the [erce and At of the Commiſsisn in- 
cloſed in a Letter of their own to two of rhe Bretren of the Preſ- 
bitery of Lazrick, adviſing them , That before the Eleftion of 
Commifoners in their Presbitery, they ſhouſd-cauſe read the Let- 
ter and At of the Commiſſion , and endeavor to carry on the E- 
Ietion accordingly ; and that if they could not attain this, that 
then theſe of their Nvmber who did approve of the publick Reſo- 
lutions, ſhould make a New EleRion amongſt theraſelves,and leave 
Oo 2 it 
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* irto the Aﬀembly to judge which of the two EleQions was valid; 
ſignifying withal unto them , that they bad done ſo inthe Presby- 
tery of Glaſgow. a | 


6. Inſtaxce in the Presbitery of Bigear. 


He Letter and At of the-Commiſlion 1 65 0. concerning ſuch 

as did Differ from the publick Reſolutions, came to the Preſ(- 
bytery of B:ggr,and was publickiy read therin before the chuſing 
of their Commils:oners to the General Aﬀembly ; and thereupon 
Interogators were rmade to the Brechren, for trying of their judg- 
ment anent the publick Reſolutions, that rhele who profeſt them= 
ſelves diſ-iatisfied therewith, . might be rendered. uncapable to be 
choſen Commiſsioners to the General Aflembly, | 


7+ Inſtance in the Presbytery of the Merns- 


He Presbytery of the 17ers, having choſen the Lord Arbath- 
Þ xet in his abſence from the Presbytery, to be Commilzioner as 
Ruling Elder to the General Aflembly 165 1. did ſend two of their 
Number unto him to take his Oath to be fairhful in that..imploy- 
| ment; and withal,to take tryal whether he were ſatisficd with 
publick Reſolutions ; and to ſignifie ro him , That if he were nor 
fatisfied with theſe Reſolutions , the Presbytery could not be an- 
ſwerable ro give him a Commilſsion for ſitting in the Aſſembly, but 
behoved to chuſe another. : | 


Theſe Inſtances may ſuffice for verifying of what ts alleadged 


in the former Debates concernin the influence tha; the Letter 
and Alt of the Commiſſion of 1be General Aſſembly had upon 
ſeveral Presby teries and Syneds and Perſons therin, ;n the Ele 
on of Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly 1651. and in Citing of theſe 
who were Di/-[atufied with the yublick;Reſolutions, and therefore 
51t ſhall not be needful to trouble our ſelves or the Reader With the 
bringing and ſetting down of more of this kind. 


PaygRs 


PP 0 oo IEEE SL ENDO W472 Se? k ; 

ws SIE 26 = {2 4 , * > > 
W 2 2 — oe 2 Fs 4 DORSET 6! 

« 


SEPA 0 
om o d > 6 = Set — * 6 V EIT "Ide. ALD 


: 93) ys 
PAPERS betwixtthe ASSEMBLY and ComMtTTBES: 


Offer 5 and Defires from the Committee of Eſtates, Preſented by the Eatle 
Glencarn,the [beſaurer,Depute,& Archibald SydlerF;co the Gon Moni, 


S we cannot but with ſad hearts regrate that notwithſtan- 

ding of the many endeavors of,1rd great pains taken by the 

Parliament and Committee of Eſtates, for rc moving of Dif- 

ferences, and offering all juſt fatisfaRion to the Deſires of 
the Co-nmiltioners of the General Aſſembly concerning the neceſ- 
ſity and lawfulneſs of this preſent Engagement ; yet they have all 
hitherto proven ineff-ual, and Divitioas betwixe us are rather in- 
creaſed, then Icflened ; fo we cannor bur here promiſe to our ſelves 
bercer Succeſs from the wiſdom of this grave and venerable Aſ- 
ſembly, eſpecially whilſt our conſciences bears us witneſs, that in all 
our undertakings we have nothing before our eyes. but the glory of 
God in the firlt place ; and in the ſecond, the good and preſervation 
of Religion.; and next therunto, the ſafery of his M3 jeſties Per- 
ſon now in | vm re the puctuance of the ſame ends of our Cove- 
nant which hath been ſealed with the blood of fo many of our 
friends and _—y men: And char our fincerity and reallity in all 
theſe may be manifeſted to all che world, we are content now again 


- at this time, nor only to renew all theſe offers which were formers 


ly made by the Parliament to cheCommiſſioners of the Gen. Aſſem- 
bly,for the ſecurity of Religion; bur hereby we off: co grant what 
further ſecurity the General Aﬀembly thall be pleaſed to demand 
in reaſon of us for Religion : And alchongh we cannot lay nega- 
tives and reſtrictions on the King, but muſt as obliged in conſcience 
and duty,endeavor his Reſcue, that he may come with honor, free- 
dom, a':d ſafety to ſome of his Houſes, in, or about Lendes ; yet 
we are moſt willing to give what Aflarance can be demanded for 
our ſelves and our Army, even by an ſolemn Oath, if (© it thall be 
thovght fit by che General Aſſembly, thar we ſhall not be ſari-tied 
and lay down Arms , until Religion be ſecured in all his Majeſties 
Dominions, according to the Covenant : Therfore our of the deep 
ſenſe we have of the great danger thar the further growth of thele 
Diviſions may bring to Religion, the Kings Majeſty , and c theſe 
who doth ſincerly wiſh che fertcling of Presbiterial ©0vernment in 
all his Majeſties Dominions, We cannor bur deſire yo ſeriouſly ro 
weigh the ſad ConſequenceFnay enſue, if at this time there bs "= 
ou 
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found amongft you, ſome who will endeavor -to heal , and not to. 
maxe witer the Breaches berwixt Church and State, to temem- 
ber char ho tuch' eff<Atual help can be yeilded at this time-to that 
_— _ —— -as tO have the hearts and conſciences of 
the people prepoſefſed with prejudices againſt the Reſolutions of 
the Eftares and their fo pious and neceſlaryEngagment.And fot this 
cauſe, to the end theſe unhappy Differences way ſpread no further, 
-we do i.iticat you would be pleaſed to appoint tome'of you Nuth- 
ber, to meer with ſuch as ſhall be appointed by us, for Compoſin 
thele miſ=underſtandings betwixt Church and State : Ard likewiſe 
for ſocle:ring the Marches berwixt the Civil and Ecclefiaſtick Po- 
wer i theſe Queſtions hath been Debated betwixt the Parliament 
and the CommutFoners of the Gen. Aſſembly z as the Kirk may be 
freed of all ſcandals in medling with Civil Baſtacſs, and the Eſtates 
from the ſcandals of Eraſtiamiſm : And ſecing our deſires herein are 
only to remove all jealouſies berwixt the Church and State, and to 
witn-ſs to the world our unfained intentions to do al that is in aur 
powers for the molt ſatisfaction of the Gen. Aſſembly, We do deſire 
that ye would be pleaſed to forbear the emitting of any Declarati- 
©n either to this Kingdom, or the Kingdom of a8fang relan ro 
our preſent Engagement and proceedings , conſidering how unſca- 
ſonable it may prove whilſt our Army is in the Eiclds. apainſt the 
great obſtruQtions of any Enemies to our Reformation, to do any 
thing may encourage and ſtrengrhen the hands and hearrs of chac 
— —— — who doubtleſs will encourage them- 
ſelves in their own wayes,the more they have ours difapproven by 
you: And as their unhappy diffcrerices and diviſions have already 
ſo wrought upon the hollow hearts of ſome of our Countrymen, 
as to move. them to riſe in Arms apgiaſt the Parliaments Forces,and 
of ſome to rua and joyn themiclyes with theſe — —— 
————— ſo much the more wil theſe———— be ſtrengeh- 
ned and encouraged againſt us by their hearing of our Diviſions : 
We do likewiſe deſire, That before the Gen. Aſſembly proceed to 
any approbation of the ations of the Commilſioners of the Gen. 
Attembly, That in theſe things that may relate to the preſent En- 
92agement and to theſe Queſtions hath been Debared berwixt the = 
Parliament and them, we tay be firſt hard. All theſe we defire for 
no other end, but that theſe untimely Niffcrences and Rents now 


grown to to great a height as that they threaten the ruia bockfof 
Church 
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+ Churchand State,may by the bleſfsing of God in the ſpirit of Mccks 
neſs be cured and bound up, That neither. Malignanes on the one 
hand may have occalion to laugh at our Divifions,nor .__— on 
the other hand cacouraged and ſtreygthned againft us : Bur thar: 
we ( as formerly ).may go 0n.in one way, being all engaged in one 

Cauſe for one and the ſeif-ſame Ends ; And fo may receive a bleſ- 

ling from the Lord of Pcace and Order ( which hates the inftru- 
meats of Diviſion and Confuſionz upon ail our endeavors, for ad» 

vancing the bletſed work of Reformation, and for bringing to an 

happy cnd all che Miferies and:Contulions now, which thefe Lands 

hath been ſo long toſſed and conſumed with. 


(295) - 


Before the A(ſembly give auy Anſwer to the Paper produced 


| from the Honerable Committee of Eſtates, The eAfembly thinks 


fot to enquixe 4: the honorable Perſens Who preſented the Pagers, 
If the Committee of E ſtates bave any new Objeitions ag ainf} the 
Preceedings of the Commi(11on of the lace Aſsembly, or only the 
{ame Objettions made by the Pariiament or their Committees be= 
fore. Sic \ubſcri. A. Ker. | 


The Committee of Eſtates do make this Return to the Paper of 
the Gen. Aſſembly, That they have juft and material Exceptions a+ 
gainſt the proceedings of the Commilsioners of the Gen. Aﬀembly, 
beſides any formerly made by Parliament or Committce of Eſtates. 


T he Aſsenbly continues until the morn at ten hours that E x- 
amination of the Proceedings of the Commiſion of the late A[- 
fembly, and de appoint that time for Hearing any New E xcepti- 
ons the Committee of Eſtates hath to give iy againſt the Procee- 
dings of the [aid ( ommiſcion. 7 


PAPHREKR fentintotheAs SB MBLY. 


VV YHereas it hath been the conftant Care and Endeavor of 

V the Parliament and Committee of Eftates, To uſe all 

means for removing and ſetling the Dit&rences berwixt the Church 

and the State ; in purſuance of that good way, The Commit- 

tee did yeſterday give in ſome new Deſires and Offers to the Geths 

Aſſcmbly, That ſome might be appointed to meet and confer _ 
F F. uc 
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YH» SORT. PR, 
* 4ich1as Nov! be appointed by che Committee thetoÞdri: But ſince 
' inſteadof imbracing and laying hold of this opportunity of tompo- 
fi:g Diff-crenc*s , The Gen» Aflembly doth preceed'towird aniÞ- 
provation of the proceedings of the Commiſsioners of the Aﬀem- 
bly, w::erby we coaceive all hoes of making up the Beaches will 
be removed, and the prejudices will be great that will thereby en- 
ſuc to this cauſe and Kingdom ;- For preventing whereof, we hold 
our ſelves obliged again,to defire you,as you tender'the furtherance 
of the work of Reformarion,the Good, Peace, & tmion'of che Kinp- 
doms, and ch< compoling of all Diff. rences and Jealoufics, that 
you would apply your ſelves to theſe our Defires,andappoint ſorne 
of your. Numb-r co confer with us therupon for the Exceptions we 
have againſt che proceedings of the Commiſsioners of the'Gen. Aſ- 
ſembly : We have confidence a Conference may preveen the ſame, 
and-are more willing not-to give them in at all, or at leaſt only to 
give them in to.thoſe you ſhall appoint co confer with us}. that-if 
it be polsible Diff:rences may yet be removed, Then thatwebe ne- 
ceſs:rare to appear in publick amongſt them: And tharthis and our 
former Paper may remain as a teſtimony of our Deſires for Uaitie 
and Peace, we dctire that they may be Recorded in the Books of the 
General Allembly. pn IN | " RS 


' The A/cembly do give thu humble rtturn to the Papers ſew thu 
Gay from the Hon, Commintce of Eſtates, That they are moſt wil- 
ling 10 appoint a conference with any of their Lordſb.number but 
that according to the Order and Att: of former Gen. Aſewobligy, 
they conceive them(elves obliged, fi;(t ro examine the groetedings 
of the. Commiſion of the late Gen, Aſcembly, and thereafter bf 
be Willing to confer, being alſs now ready 4s of before'ts bear Ex- 
ceptions, if there be any ag ainft the proceedings of the ſaid Com- 
3295/1197, Subſcrib. A. Ker. 


The Committee of Eſtates underſtanding that the Gen. Aﬀembl 
3s to proceed to the examination of the proceedings of 'the GE 
wiſsioners of the late Gen.Aflembly'in order to an approbition be- 
fore they agree to a Conference ; and the Committee being to give 
in their juſt exceprions againſt the proceedings of. the" ſaid Come 
miisioners,. do defire the Gen. Aſſembly to: allow ſoine few d 

delay.torhe Committee to preparetheir Exccpt.ons before the Aſ- 
ſembly proceed in the Bulineſs. | The 
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Fe The eA[<embly continues the cxamination of tbe Proceedings 
; of. the, late-Gev. Aſsembly nntil faur afternoon, and appoints 
thatsime for Hearing any new Exceptionsizhe. Honorable Con- 
mitree of Eſtates have to give in againſs the Proceedings of the 


| Jaid Commiſion. Subſcrib. AcKer. 
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The Committee of Eſtates finding it impoffible in ſoſhort a 
tizze to prepare their ObjeRions agaivſt ſuch of the preceedings 
of the Commiſſioners of the General. Aſsembly ,' as relates to 
their Engagement -- and yet, being moſt-willing te claay all fair 
means for procurivg an happy Underitandivg betwixt Kirk and 
State,are content to appoint ſome of their Number to meet with 
fuch asfhal} be appointed by the Geueral Aſsembly for Compo- 
ſing of Diffrenccs betwixt the Church and State , without pre- 
Judice to them to.u(e all their juſt ObjeRions againſt the progee- 

civgs of. the Commiſsioners of the late General Aſvenibly, 
if- the. Conference ſhall not produce theſe happy Effects they 
earneſtly with. | Pi 


The General A/rembly unte the Xetion [ent this afjernoon 
from the Honorable Comminee of Eſtates, Do rtturn Yumbly 
thus Anſwer, T hat they yeeld to theer Lordfosps Deſire: of {"#- 
ference, and for this end <4 M's David Calderwood, David 
Djckſen, Robert Dougla(s, Andrew Cant, John Mencref, John 

Smith , a»d John Mac Clelland, Jinifters ; and the Earl of 

Cafsilles, the Earl of Louthian, Lerd Balincrriio, the Lairds of 

Monereif»d .Frecland, With the Moderator to.confer With any 

appoinced by the Honorable Committee of Eſffates, at ſuch time 

and place as ſrall be appointed by their Ji , »pon the pre- 

ſent Dangers 10 Religicn and the cauſe of God, the great pager 

Hices done to the Libertics of the Kirk,,, and the beſt remedies 

thereef : And to Report the Reſult of their Conference from time 

10-time : And thoy.bave alſo Power to recerve any Offers of Pa- 

ry ferms the Hongrable.Committee of Eflates, and to preſent 4 
the Jame to the Aſsembly ; Declaring that the proceedings 5-1 the = 
{ omm3iſcion of the late Aſcembly being noW exattly tryed, aud 
nam wenfly approveu, there i« no place left for any Objettions 
againſt the [emr. . Sublerib, A, Ker. = 


PP.» Regfons 


wy s Py Cy » % 2 __ 
# o % 
& _ " ” ? 


Reaſons why theſe who diſ-approved the 
.. Pablick Reſolutions and Aits at Dundee, Ratifying the 
ſame, and ordaining cenſures to paſſe upon the oppeſers and 


wnſaticfied, canner keep the Aﬀembly now indicted, nr be 
conſenting unto the Election of Commeſzioners for that 


<# (4 i. | 


\ He chicf cauſe of many evils which have befallen this 
Church in time of defeRion under Prelacte being clearly 
| fetcrmined by the Gen: Ailembly at Edinburgh 1639 
to have been the keeping and anthor:zing- cortnpt 
Generall AJemblies , it is of high concernment,, that © we 
take heed that we be not conſenting nor concurring tothe keep» 
ing and authorizing ſuch Aﬀſemblies inthis declining time amony(t- 
Which the Aſſembly in4iHedby ths: Commiſſioners of the preten- 
ded Aſcmbly at St.Lndrews 08 vein to be reckoned; and 
confequently ought not to be keeped by any who hue protcited 
agdſt;or _ ia their coofciences anſansfted with the Publick re- 
ſolutions and Ats of the Aſzembly at Dasdee,, eltabliſhing the 
ſane as involving defeRion zandbackfiiding from the -Gauſe- of 
* To ſpeak nothing of che indition of the enſuing Afembly,, 
{which can neither be acknowledged by #oy who have proteſted 
zgainſt,or by \any who doubts of the freedome , lawfulneſs and 
conftitution'af the Aﬀembly ut Dwuxdee)) bur allanerly of the con» 
Kitution thereof, in fo far avit depends the As of that Al- 
femvly. © Theſe reaſons ſeem to warrand and require the forbea- 
rance and nor-concarrence'of all theſe ( who dilseHoy of the 
&% of the pretended Afxembly at Dundee) in the eleRtion of 
> "DOIN unoe keeping the diet of the Aſzembly now in- 

1 | 

' 1+ No manoughtts be confenting unto the: authorizing of 
Commi-Honers to kees #1 Afzembly which is conftiture by « cer- 
repe-rule. But in the judgmene of fach a5 approve not the Acts es 
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the Aſscmbly of Dundee, the enſuing Aſsemblyiis conltiette by I 
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retended Alsembly of Dundee asby a rule: Ergo, By acorrumt 
rule; the antecedent is manifeſt, vecauſe all the unrepealed Atts of 
former Alsemblyes that do determine the qual;fication of Com- 
millioners wegipegiallyche Acts of the Allen, immediatly prece- 
ding are the rule by which che Afsem.is tobe conſtituted, as is me- 
pifcft from theA ts af theAſsom.themſelvs, old and latejand from 
the confai:t prafice ofthis Kirk wall her Afzemblies;, and: that 
the Ads of Dance include a corrupt rule 2s to the judgetrents 
and confciences of thoſe who condemn theſe Acts as invyolv; 
x courſe of defetion,is maniteſt, becapſe they appoint all rho 
who do not acquieſce and 13 obedicat to the Ads and Conſtitutis 
ons of that Aſsemvly , to be proceeded againit wirh the cenfures 
of che Kirk, and ſo to be excluied from being capable of being ele- 
Qed as Commillioners for fitting in the Aigembly as Mcmbers 
rightly qualified. . - | | | 
.' 2» No man ought to concur in avy Eledion of Commiſſianers 
when the tlecion is not free, but. ought rather to give teltunony 
a2aglt the fame : Bac the EleRionst Commilierers-tothe At 
ſem bly indiRed by the pretended authority, of the Commillieners 
of the Aſzem>ly at Dandee cannot be fiee in the judgement of 
theſe, who do not approve ofthe. Atv of Dundee; Erge, Nothing 
here needs confirmation but the Aisumption', which may be proy 
ved thus, That ElcQtion which is limited and reftrited anto ſuch 
only asare involycd ina courſe of d:fe&tian and back-fhding, and 
is excluſive of all other 'who have net been involved 18 the fore- 
ſaid courſe,cennot be a free eleQtion, but the elcRion of the Com- 
mi{zioncrs of the enſuing Aſsemvly is ſuch, inthe juigemenr.of 
theſe who do not approvethe Aﬀtsof Dandee; Ergo, Thoreaſon 
of the afſfumption is , becanſe #/ad poſoumur quod jure po/cnmuts 
Now, no Presbyteric, Seſvien, or perſcn acknowle-'ging the cag- 
= Riturion and authority of the After. of Dandee, an ! yer teftify:og 
agairift the AQts thereof relating to the approbation gf Publick rey 
ſolutions, and to the cenſuring of the oppolers, and ſuch as do Gig 
acquieſce and give obediencethereto,can legally chooſe Commit: 
fioners , contrary ts a ſtanding unrepraled Act of xn Aﬀembly. 
Therefore the eleion of Commilataoeroee the enſwwg army 
+. P3 muzt 
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muſt be ſimitel and-unfree nie homers of theſe whoproteft 
xeainſkit intheir conſctences, or {-appþtovethe AAS of the Af- 
ſembly of Dandce, as involving the approbation -of the courſe of 
gefec&ion. 3 "_ > ; 5.4 A; : 
- 3. No man eught concur inthe election ofCommilsioners te an 
Aſſembly, anto which nenc are to be admitted/Members, but ſuch 
455'3re involved'in a courle of defetion and back-fliding from the 
Cauſe of God,and trom the Covenant, but the enſuing Aſſembly is 
to be fichin the judgements of theſe who diſ-approve the Atts of 
Duniee; Erge,the Propoktion is granted on all hands, even the 
Aſſembly 0! Dundee, and theallerters of the authority thereof, 
grant the Nullity of an Aﬀembly , when the aythors and abettors 
of 2 courte of defeRtion are admitted to be conſtituent members. 
The affuraption is proved,to wit, That Aſſembly now indifted, is 
to be ſuch av Aﬀemblythat Aſſembly; unto which none can be ad- 
 rnitted Members,but fuch as approve the Pablick Reſolutions, and 
the AAs at Dandeeratifying the (ame,is in the judgment of thele 
who diſ-approve the ARs,but not the aut hority of the Aﬀeinbly 
of Dyndee, an Aﬀembiy unto which none can be admitted Mem- 
bers,but ſachs arc involved in a courſe of defection : But- unto 
the cnſving Aſſembly none can be admitted Members, but ſuch as 
approve the AQs ratifying the Publick Reſolations : None © but 
theſe can be admitted, becauſe none can be admitted contrary to a 
ſtanding unrepeated Law, and yet theſe are involved in a defeRi- 
6n in the jfudgment'of them whe diſ-approve the Aﬀts at D under. 

' 4:No man ought te concur in keeping ad Aﬀembly from which 
many faithfalt and godly Min ftcrs and Ruling Elders be excluded 
for no other cauſe bur for their being faithfal in witneſsing againſt 
the back-fliding of the Land: Bur from this Aſ-mvly, many ſuch 
xre extludet'by the'ARg of Dundee , 2nd that for no other cauſe 
bur fot teſtifying 2241aſt the defection of the Land , according to 
thejuJgiment of theſe who condemn thete Afts , and therefore 
theſe cannot concur in keeping this enſuing Aſlemoly. 

"5. "No inan ought to concur in keeping an Afsemvly wherein 
the conftitucnt Members are for the moſt part fuch as are cither 
authors or approvers of the ena&ing.a perlecution of many godly 
men \, but the enſaing Afsembly 15 ro be ſuch in the judgment of 
theſe who diſ-approve the As of the Aſﬀembly'at Dandee; Ergo 

the Propoſition wil be granted by every man , the aſſumption is 
| avun- 


W044 and SID 
—_ LILIES © > 
Eg SSA i. 
CAE: en 
____ ” 4 
> » 


be - 


T7. abundamly proved bytheclearing ef theſe things 3” 5. That:enk. | 

a&ing thedrawing forth of cenſures of ths Church againtgolly. | 

men,. (to ſpeak aothing of that which, is already exccuted-) tor 
that which is no fault in them, is the enacting of a perſecution of 
godly men, canvot be denyed by any. 2, Thatthe enaRing 
to draw forth all the ceaſures of the Kirk againit theſe who do 
not approve the As and Conſtitutions of the Aſſembly of Dux- 
dee, tothe enaftingofdrawing forch cenlaces againit godly men, 
for that which js nv fault in them, but diity, is unqueſtionadle -ig 
the judgment of theſe who dil-approve theſe Aft. - 3+ That'the 
Alſsembly now indiftcd,js to be made up of ſuch, is clears from 
what is betore ſpoken,and ſhall be further cleared im mediatly. 

- Qs . Hol doth it appear that the eA/.embly now indifted, is 
to be conſtituted, as all theſe reaſons do import, can we judge of the 
conſtitution of it before we [ee how it is conftit ured? I 

.e Fn. 1. It mult be cenſtituted accorling to the aQts and rules 
contticuting, which are not For repealed, and thexefore according 
to rules of the Aſſembly at D#nee, in the judgment of theſe who 
acknowledge the authority of that Aembly, and theſe as cane 
not be repealed before the conſtitution of another Afemdly. 
2+T hat it mult be ſo conſticute,miy appear from the tenaciouſneſs 
of Synods and Preabyceries, to maintain the authority and ats of 
that pretended Aﬀembly,who being involved ia the approbation 

of the ſaine,have given goed evidence, that the enſuing Aſſembly 
muſt be ſo.conlticute, if t be urged as. for inRance the Letter of the 
inſtant Co mmilfioners, which doth appoint the-place of mectu 
of the future Aſſlcmb!y, do delire Pregbyteries to chooſe Commile 
fioners according to the knowa anJ ordinary rales of cleion;but 
theſe know.1 and ordinary rules cannot be ſuppoſed to include 
the as of the Aſſembly at Dundee: 1. Beeaule theſe acts are not 

"knownythe ſame not beiag publiſh:d,yea not extant, neither, can 
they be called ordinary, being oace oacly done, an41 being queſti- 
oned much by many,ic ts anſwered, Theſc are poor ſhifts: x + Be- 
cauſe theſe acts were forwally concluded and voted, and; do yet 
rand unrepcaled. 2. Becauſe if the authority of the Commilli- 
on who wrote this Letter,0ught to be acknowledged and ſubmit- 
ted unto,then ought theſe acts which low from the ſame authg- 
rity to be acknowledged and ſubmitted unto, 3. Theſe -ats are 
publick , aodn the hands efthe Fresbyteries up and one he 
and, 


ſohs upon 'thele aQts, and they cannot be ales from tbe _ 
nary rule,becavſe but once done, becauſe the meaning of the ordi- 
nary rul: in this place muſt be, that theſe oncly are rp be clocked, 
when ro ſtandivg 2& of the Kirk deth axAnd;anfyer ie doth: not. 
inake it ceaſe to be a rule, ſo long as the authority of the Aſſembly. 
ſtands,and the a&it ſclf ſtands varepealed , how much foeverye- 
be queſtioned by ſome. Wnt 5= CO 
Ov. But we may probabiy ſuppoſe,that the Atts of the Aſſembly 
of Dundee » hal! nor be tenacienſly ſtuck to. in the conflitution of 
the A[cembly now indifted, 'but that Proteſters againſt the-conſt1- 
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conftiturion of this Afcembly. F _ 
 Anſw. 1. Probably that may be the judgement of ſame godly. 
and moderate brethren ; but how tew ſuch are.to be taund:, and 
how unequal to carry it ſo, againlt many that are - atheewayes: 
minded. 2. It one malic1uus inſtrument that deſires not the heals: 
ins of theſe differences (whereof there is no peyw'y , ſhall or5#t 
the at ofthe Aſſembly of Dandee, It is 1mpeſible that any who 
acknowledge the authority of that Aﬀembly , can repeal the ex-«+ 
ception as irrelevant, as long as that act itands unrepealef, which.” 
cannot be befofe the conſtitution. 3. How 1mprebavie is thac con- 
fidering the remper of the late Meeting at Edimburgh, the 12: of 
May,the inſtredtiens given by Synods totuch 2s were ſent- thi- 
ther under a pretence of endceavouring the Union of rhe Church, | 
but really to carry 6n a defigne to have an. Aflembly- depending 
on the authority of the pretended Aﬀem- of Dwndec,and conftitute 
as that was,ond cooldering the articles that came from the Com» - 
pition, v4.thar no Umon could be,exceptthe anthor:ty, couſtitu« 
tian, vQs,cenſures and Commilkons iflued from the 1a1d Alzem-be. 
acknowledged by all,and the Declinator paſt from, which articles 
arc magnihed by theſe men , and ſome Synods have not been ſo 
cautious 25 others to keep back a Synodicall initruftion, to do ne- 
thing in order to an Union, without the adyice #forclatd; 4. If 
ſuch a conceflion had been intended how catie had it been te the 
tended Commilsion that takes upon them to indi thisAtsems 
bly to heve given ſome ground in their Letters to expect ir,and net 
eo have wrapt the rule ofeteRions in ambiguous wordszto fsy ne 
worſe 


'Fation or Atts at Dundee , Jbal be admitted as Members ' 11 thy 
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guilty of 1t,o0ght not to be admitted to fit in an Aſzembly ; or if 
it depropounded, how ſhall it be ſatisfied lnce there is ſuch diffe- 
rence of judgrnent about that ma{ter, Rr 

Ob. 3. But 6 it not better to keep that eAſſembly,and bear te- 
ftimony ag ainft unlawful atts , and labour ro keep off ill, then to 
forbear and ter things be carried on Withut oppoſition? : 

* AnſW;' if any can latsifie his own conſfc-ence,that ke may w.th. 
clearnelscontur , notwithitinding theſe and the like reafuns he 
may do fo,and we {hail rejoyce to hear of his teftimeny and ſtan- 
ding;againſt a {pate of back-fl.ding; but if he ſhall through cating 
himſelf 11 a'cempration,be drawn a further length then he intend- 
edor thalt zpprove himiclf in afterward , he ſhall fin againit a 
Warning. © ©. : | 

-Q + » By this means We fhall have no Aſſemblies. 

Anſc. The reafoits will indeed coriclude , that we ſhould have 
nocorrupt Aisemblies, ſuch as are prelimited in theeleaons,cor-" 
rupted in. the conftitut on exclufive of inavy of the godly for their 
faithfulneſs,and mute up for the mot peit, 1f not onely cf ſuch as 
are authors ur approvers of the late defection , and to want ſuch 
Aſemblies is no wayes prejudiciall, but is a merey to the Church. 
inthe judgwent and language of the Generall Afzembly, cited 1 
the beginning of this Paper, neither is the running wich the ſpate” 
of defe&tion the way to retain and preſerve the priviledge of ulc- 
full Aſsemblies,but on the contrary the giving ofteffimory aguolt 
a courſe of declining in the time thereof, hath by experience often. 
proved mercy and in the wiſe and gracious providence of God, 
the beſt ground of hope,und an open door for free Alcemblies. © 
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that they are forgotten by the tnoft part , *audcafiÞ by as out of date; 

Thercfore ic was chought fit they ſhould be hereunto ſabjoyned. 

A Solemn Acknowledgement of publick, Sins and Broaches of the Covenant ; 
And a ſolemn Eng1gement to all the Duties contained thertn, namely theſe 
Which do in a more ſpecial way relate unto the Dangers of theſe Times. 


"a3 E Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burgeſſes, Miniſters of 
.W & the Goſpcland Commons of all CE Ae Ki, 
dom, by the good hand of od upon us, taking in ferious 
conſideration the many ſad affliictions and deep diſtreſſes 
wherwith we have been excrcitcd for a long time paſt,and that the 
Land after it hath been ſore waſted with the Sword and the Peſti- 
tencc , and threatned with Famine, and thar:ſhame and contempt 
harh been poured out from the Lord agaimſt.many thouſands of oyr 
Nation who did in a ſinful way make War upon the Kingdom of 
England, contrary to the Tetimony of his Servants and deſires of 
his People, and that the remnants of that Army Terurning to this 
Land, have ſpoiled and opprefled many of our Brethren, and. that. 
| the Malignant party is ſtill numerous ,. and recaining their former. 
Principles, wait for an opportunity to Raiſe a New and Dangerons 
War, not ovly unto the rending of the bowels of this Kingdom,but 
unto the dividing us from Emglaxd,and overturning of the work of 
God in all the three Kingdoms: And conlideting allo that a cloud of 
calamities doth ſtill hang over eur heads, and threaten us with ſad 
things to come , We cannot but look upancheſe things as from xhe 
Lord, whois rightcous in all his waycs,feeding us with the bread of 
tears, and making ns ro drink the waters of affiction, until we be 
taught to knoiw , How evil and bitrer athing it is, to depart from 
him,by breaking the Oath and Covenant which we have made with 
him,and that we may be humbled before him by confeffing our {in, 
and forſaking the evil of our way. : PRESS 11 
Therefore being preſſed with io. great neceſſities and;ſtraits, and 
warranted by the word of God, and having the example of Gods 
Qq people 
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Cas ES acc 
people of old,who in the time of their troubls,and when they were 
to ſeek delivery and a right way for thernſelvs, that the Lord might 
be with them to proſper them, did humble chemſelyes before him, 
and make a free and particular confeſſion of the ſins of their Princes, 
their Rulers, theirCaptains, their Prieſts and their People,and did en- 

age themſelves to do no more ſo,but ro reform their wayes,and be. 

edfaſt in his Covenant ; and remembring the praQtſc of our Pre- 
deceſſors in the year 1596+ wherein the Gen. Aflembly , and all the 
Kirk Judicatories, with the concurrence of many of the Nobility, 
Gentry & Burgefles, did with many tears acknowledge before God 
the breach of the National Covenant, & engaged themſelves to a re- 
formation,even as our Predecefſors and theirs had before done in the 
Gen. Aſſembly and convention of Eftates in the year 1567. And 
perceiving that this Duty, when gone about out of conſcience and 
in fincerity,hath alwaiecs been attended with a reviving out of trou- 
bles, and with a blefling and ſucceſs from Heaven : We do humbly 
and ſincerely as in his ſight, who is the ſearcher of hearts, acknow- 
ledge the many fins and great tranſgreſſions of the Land: We have. 
done wickedly, our Kings,our Princes,our Nobles, our Judges,our 
Officers,our Teachers, and our People : Albeit the Lord hath long) 
and clearly ſpoken unto us, we have not hearkened to his voice, al-- 
beir he hath followed us with tender mercies, we have not been af- 
ſured to wait upon him and walk in his way ; and though he hath 
ſtriken ns,yet we have not grieved: nay,though he hath conſumed 
us,wc have refuſed to receive correftion. We have notrremembered: 
to render unto the Lord according to his goodneſs,and according to 
our own vowes and promiſes, but have gone away backward by a 
continued courſe of back-fliding,and have broken all the Articles of 
that ſolemn League and Covenant which we ſwore before God, 
Angels and Men. 

Albeit there be in the Land many of all ranks, who be for a Te- 
ſtimony —_ = _—_ -w a _ of joy & praiſe _ theLord, 
by livi y,ſtudyiog to keep their garments purc,and being fted- 
A wg by Covenant and Cauſc of God ; yet we have ——_ AC= 
knowledge that moſt of us have notendeavored with that reality, 
ſincerity,and conftancy,that did-become us, to preſerve the work of 
Reformation in the Kirk of Sco:land ; many have ſatisfied them- 
ſelves with the purity of the Ordinances,negicting the power ther- 


of; yea, ſome hayc qpracd aſide to crooked wayes.z — » 
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© , both. The prophane, looſe, and inſolent carriage of many-in our Ar- 

mies, who went to the Aſſiſtance of our Brethren in E»g/and,, and 

the tamperings and unſtraight dealing of ſome of ourCommiſſioners 

and others of our Nation in Ze»de», the Iſle of #*g ht, and othet 
places of that Kingdom, have proved great lers to the work of Re- 
formation,and ſetiing of Kirk- government there, wherby Error and 
Schiſm'in:that Land have been encreaſed, and. Setaries bardened in 
-their way. We have been ſo far from endeavoring the extirpation 
of Prophaneſs, and what is eontrary to the power of godlineſs, thar 
prophanity heth been much winked at,and prophane perſons much 
countenanced, and many times imployed, uncill iniquity and ungod- 
lineſs hach gone over the face of the Land as a food - nay,ſufficient 
care hath not been had, to ſeparate betwixt the precious and the 
vile, by debarring from the Sacrament all ignorant and ſcandalous 
perſons, according to the Ordinances of this Kirk. 

Neither have the Priviledges of the Parliaments and Libertics of 

the Subje& been duly tendered , but ſome a——_—_ our ſelves have 
{abored to put into the hands of our King, an arbitrary and unlimi- 
ted power deſtruQtive to both ; and many of us have been acceſſory 
of late to thoſe means and wayes, whereby the freedom and privi- 
ledges of Parliaments have been encroached upon, and the Subjes 
oppreſicd in their Conſciences, Perſons, and Eſtates : Neither hath 
it been our care to avoid theſe things which might harden the King 
in his evil way ; but upon the contrary, he hath not only been per- 
mitted, but many of us have been jnſtrumental ro make him exerciſe 
his power in many things tending to the prejudice of Religion and 
of the Covenant, and of the Peace and fafety of theſe Kingdoms ; 
which is ſo far from the right way of preſerving his Majeſties Per- 
ſon and Authority, that it cannot but provoke the Lord againſt him 
unto the hazard of both ; nay,under a pretence of relieving and do- 
ing for the King whilſt he refuſes to do what was neceſſary for the 
Houſe of God, ſome have rcanverſcd, and violated moſt of all the 
Articles of the Covenant. 

Our owa conſciences within,and Gods judgments upon us with- 
out,do convince us of the manifold wilful renewed breaches of that 
Article which concerneth the diſcovery and puniſhment of Malig- 
nants, whoſe crimes have aot only been connived at, bur diſpenſed 
with and pardoned, and themſelves received unto intimate fellow- 
ſhip with our ſelves, and entruſted with our Counſels,admitted un- 
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managio the publick Aﬀairs of the Kingdom , whereby iu Gods 
faſtice they got ar lat into their hands.rhe whole power and 
ſtrength of rhe Kingdom, both in Judicatories and Armies, and did 
-imploy the ſame unto the enaRting and proſecuting an unlawful 
Engagement in War againſt the Kingdom of England, notwith- 
ſtanding of the diffene of many-confiderable members of Parliament, 
who had given conſtant provt of their! integrity in the Caute from 
the x apry 0 inany faithful reſtimonies and free warnings of the 
ſervants of God,of the ſuppl ications of inany Synods, Pregbyrer:es 
and Shy: cs, and of the Declarations of the Gen-Ailembly and their 
Commuillioners to the contrary: Which engagement as it hath been 
the cauſe of much fin,ſo alſo of much miſery and calamity znto this 
Land,and holds forth to us the grievouſneſs of our fin of complying 
with Ma'ignants'in the greatnefs of our judgment, that we may be 
taughc never co ſpiit sgam upon the fame Rock, upon whuch the 
Lord hath ſer ſo remarkable a Beacon. Ant after all that is come to 
aſs unto us becauſe of this our treſpaſs, and after chat grace hath 
Kev ſhrwed unto ns from the Lord our Gd , by breaking theſe 
mens yoke from off our necks, and putting us again into a capacity 
to at for the good of Religion, our own ſifety, and the Peace and 
ſafety of this K'ngdom, ſhould we again break his Commandment 
and Covenant by joyning once more with che people of *theſe abo- 
minations, and taking into out boſome thoſe Serpents which had 
formerly ſtang us almoſt unro death : This as it would argue great 
madneſs and folly upon our parr, fo no doubt, if it be not avoided, 
will provoke the Lord againſt us to conſume us until there be no 
remnant nor eſcaping in the Land. | 

And albcic the Peace and Union beriwixe the Kingdoms be x 
great bleſfing of God unte both, and a By1d which we are obliged 
to preſerve unviolated, and co endeavour that juſtice may be done 
upo1 the oppoſers thereof: Yet ſome in this Land, who have come 
under the Banl of the Covenant , have made it-their great ſtudy 
how to diffolve this Union, and few or no endeavors have been 
uſed by any of us for puniſhing of ſuch, 

We have ſuffered many of oar Brerhcen in ſeverall parts of the 
End, to be oppreſſed of the common Enemy, without ceampaſſion 
or relief: There hath been great murmuring and reptning becaulſc 
of cxp-ace of means and pains in doing of our duty; Many oY _ 

| wakion . 


© > _ fyaſion or terror,have ſofered themſelves to be divided and with ."Y 
- | © drawn,to make defeRtion ro-the contrary part; Many have turned : 
off to a deteitable indifferency-and neutrality in this Cauſe, which fo 
much concernerh che glory of G O D, and the good of theſe King+ 
doms ; Nay, maiy have made1t their {tudy to walk fo , as they 
might comply with all times. , and all the Revolutions thereof. Tt 
hath not beca our care to countenance, e” courage, intruſt and em+ 
ploy ſuch onely, as fron their hearts did aff and minde Gods 
Work ; Bur the hearts of ſuch many times have been diſcouraged, 
and their hands weakenedytheir ſufferings neglected, and themiclves 
flighted,and many who were once open Enemies,and alwayes ſecret 
underminers cou:itenanced and employed; Nay,cven thoſe who had 
been looked upon as Incendiaries, and upon whom the Lord had ſet 
marks of deſperate Malignancy, Falſhood and Deceit, were brought 
in,as fit to manage Publick Aﬀairs ; Mary have been the lets and 
impediments thar have been caſt in the way to retard and obftru& 
the'Lo: ds Work, and ſome have keeped ſecret, what of themſelves: 
they were not able ro ſuppreſſe and overcome. 
Betides theſe-and many other breaches of the Articles of the Co- 
 venant in the matter thereof, which concerneth eyery one of us to 
ſearch out and acknowledge before the 1.ord,as we would wiſh his 
» Wrath to be turned away trom us ;. So have many of us failed cx- 
| cecdingly in the manner of our following and- purſuing the dutics 
contained thercin,not onely ſeeking great things for otr ſelves, and 
mixing of private Intereſts and ends concerning our ſ<lves, friends 
and follewers,with thoſe things which corcern the Pttblick Good, 
bur many times preferring iuch ro the Honour of God and good of 
his Canſc,ind retarding Gods Work, untill we might carry along 
with us our own intereſts and defigncs. - It hath been our way to 
truſt in the means, andtorely vpon the Arm of Fleſh for lucceſle, 
Albeit theLord hath many times made us meet with diſappointment 
therein,and ſtained the pride of all our Glory,by blaſting every car- 
'nall confidence unto us : We have followed for the moſt part the 
counſels of ficth and blood, and walked more by the rules of Policie 
then Picty,and have hearkened more unto men then unto God. 
- Albeit we made folemn publick profeſfion- before the World of 
our untaincd defires to be huinbled before” the Lord for our own 
fins, and the ſins of theſe Kingdoms,eſpecially for our under valuing 
of the ineltimable benefit of the Goſpel , and that we have nor rf 
boure 


© bonred for the power thereof,and received Chriſt into onr 


Words 
and walked worthy of him in. our lives, and of our true"and unfgi- 
ned purpoſe,defire and endeavour for our ſelves and all others under 
our power and charge both in publick and privatezin all duties which 
we owe to God and man, to amend our lives, and each one to go 
before another in the example of a Real Reformation, that the Lord 
, might urn away his wrath and heavy indignation , and eſtabliſh 
theſe Kirks and Kingdoms in Fruth and Peace ; Yer we have refu- 
ſed co be reformed,and haye walked proudly and obitinatly againſt 
the Lord,not valuing bis Goſpel,nor ſubmitring our ſelves unto the 
obedience thereof, nor ſeeking after Chriſt, ner ſtudying to honour 
him in the Excellencie of his Perſon , nor employ him in the 
vertue of his Offices , not making conſcience of publick Or- 
dinances , nor private nor ſecretduties, nor ſtudying to cdific one 
another in love. The ignorance of God and of his Son Jeſus Chrilt, 
prevailes exceedingly in the Land ; The greateſt pare of Maſters of 
families amongſt Noblemen,Barons,Gentlemen,Burgefles and Com- 
mons negle& ro ſeek Ged in their Families, and to endeavour the 
Reformation thereof ; And albcit it hath been much preſſed, yer 
few of our Nobles and great ones ever to this day covld be perſwa- 
ded to perform Family duties themſelves and in their own perſons; 
which makes ſo necellary and uſefull a duty to be miſ-regarded by 
others of inferior rank ; Nay, many of the Nobiiity , Gentry and 
Burrows who ſhould have been examples of Godligeſſe and ſober 
walking unto others, have been ring-lcaders of excefe and rioting. 
Albcit we be the Lords people engaged to him in a ſolemn way, yet 
to this day we have nor made ir our ſtudy , oe po and 

Armics ſhould conſiſt of, and places of power and truſt be filled 

wirh men of a blameleſle and Chriſtian converſation, and of known 

integrity and approven fidelity,affetion and zeal unto the Cauſe of 
God , but nor onely thoſe who have been nevtrall and indifferent, 
but diſ-affeted and Malignant,and others who have been prophane 
and ſcandalous, have been intruſted;By which it hath come to paſſe 
that Judicatories have been the ſeats of injuſtice and iniquity, and 
many in our Armics by their miſ-carriages-have become our plague 
unto the great,prejudice of the Cauſe of God, the great ſcandall of 
cheGoſpel,& the great increaſe of looſneſs & prophanity rhrough- 
out al the Land. it were impoſſible to reckon up al the abominations 
that arc in the land, but the blaſpheming of the name of God, ſwea- 


ring by the Creatures, prophanation of the Lords day, RO 
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faces of the poor by landlords & others in place and power, arc be- 
come ordinary 8 common fins ; And beſides all theſe things, there 
be many other tranſpgreflions, whereof the land wherein we live is 
ouilty ; All which we defire to acknowledge and to be humbled for, 
that the world may bear witnes with us,chat rightouſnes belongeth 
unto God ,. and ſhame & confuſion of face unto us as appears this 
day. And becauſeit is needful for theſe who find mercy not only to 
confeſs,but alſo to forſake their Sin ; therefore that the reality and 
ſincerity. of our repentance may appear, We do reſolve,and ſolemnly 
age our ſelves before the Lord, carefully to avoid for the time 
to. comeall cheſe offences, whereof we have now made ſolemn pub-- 
lick Acknowledgmentr, and all the ſnares and tentations which tend 
thereunto : And to teſtifie the integrity of our reſolatiea herein, 
and that we may be the better cnabled in the power of the Lords 
ſtrength to perform the ſame, we do again renew our ſolemn League 
and Covenant,promiſing hereafter to make conſcience of all the du« 
tics whercunto we are obliged in all the heads and Articles there- 
| of, particularly of theſe which follow ; | 
1. Becauſe Religion is of all things the moſt excellent and pre- 
cious, the advancingand promoviog the power thereof againſt all 
ungodlineſs and profanity, the Fouring and preſerving the purity 
thereof againſt all error, herefie, and ſchiſm; . and: namely, ſnde- 
pendency, Anabaptiſm, eAntinomianiſm, Arminianiſm, Secinia- 
niſm, Familiſm, Libertiniſm, Scepticiſm, and Eraſtianiſm, and 
the carrying on the work of uniformity ſhall be ſtudied and endea- 
vourcd by us before all wordly intereſt, whether concerning the 
King, or our (elves, oriany other whatſoever. 2. Becauſe many 
have of late labored to ſupplant the libertics of the Kirk, we ſhall 
maintain and defend che Kirk of Scotland, in all her liberties and 
priviledges, againſt all who ſhall oppoſe or undermine the ſame, or 
encroach thereupon under any pretext whatſoever. 3. We ſhall 
vindicate 8& mainrain the liberties of the SubjeRts in all theſe things 
which concern their conſciences, perſons and Eſtates. 4. We ſhall 
carefully maintain and defend the union betwixt the Kingdoms, and 
avoid ae ry 10 crinar weaken the ſame, or involve us in any 
meaſure of acceMon unts the guilt of thoſe who have invaded the 
Kingdom of England. 5. As we have been alyaics loyal to our 
King , fo we ſhall ſtill eadcavour to give unto God that m—_—_ 
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